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CHAP. L 

CHAKLES II. 

THE K£W COUNCIL — FB0CEESIMG8 IN THE CONVENTION FAB* 
I.IAMBMT — TBIALS AVB BUCVTIOW OF THB BEGICIJDSB — 
ECCI.E8IASTICAL AmBAKGBKBNTS— CONFBmSNCB AT THB 
8ATOY— BiaiKO OP TBB FirTH-MOWABCHY MBK— *KBW FAB- 
LIAM ENT — ^XXBCVTIOK OF TANfr— COBFOBATIOIT ACT^AGT OF 
UNIFOBMITy— FABLIAXBWT IN ICOTLAHD — ^BXBCVTIOK OF 
ABOYLE — KESTORATlOir OF SFI8C0FACY XN ICOTLAKD— ALSO 
IN IRELAND — ^ACT OF IBTTUMBMI^AlfS EXFLAKATOBY ACT 

4 

FOB IBELANB. 

Never, perhaps^ did any event in the history cHAP. 
of this nation produce such general and exuherant 
joy as the return of Charles to take possession 

the throne of his fathers. To the abolition of 
monarchy men attributed all the evils which they 
had suffered: from its restoration they predicted 
the revival of peace and prosperity. The known 
enemies of the royal cause slunk away to hide 
themselves from the effects of popular excitation : 

VOL. XII. B 
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CHAP, its triumph was everywhere celebrated with the 
ilio. usual manifestations of public jojr; and the arms 
' Of the commonwealth, with all the emblems of 

republicaiiisra, were subjected to the foulest in- 
dignities and reduced to ashes. To keep alive the 
flame of loyalty, the royalists circulated in cheap 
publications most flattering portraits of the new 
king. He was described as a prince of kindly 
disposition and eng^asfincf manners ; of sound 
judgment and becoming spirit; and, above all, 
of the most inflexible attachment to the doctrines 
of protestantism, an attachment which had stood 
the test of temptation in circunihtaiiies the most 
trying and seductive. That there was some truth 
ia these representations cannot be denied ; but 
one half of the picture was concealed: it should 
have been added, that he was easy and indolent, 
tlie votary of f1issi])ation and pleasure, and ah\'ays 
ready to postpone the calls of business for the 
attraction of the ball-room, or the company of his 
mistresses. His advisers had persuaded them- 
selves that the follies of the youth would be 
redeenicd by the virtues of the man. But he had 
now reached his thirtieth year without amend* 
ment. He had, indeed, made promises ; had more 
than once tarn himself from the unworthy con- 
nexions to which he was enslaved ; and had on 
emergencies displayed an energy deserving of that 
splendid prize/ to which he aspired. But these 
were transient efforts: he quickly relapsed into 
his former habits, and resumed with new relish 
the pursuit of enjoyment. 
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: Charliesy however, cm Us arrival, did not sofiTer CHAP* 
blmsdf to be dazzled by the splendid prospect 



aiound liim. He was aware that his throne still ' 
rested on a very insecui'e foundation ; he saw the Jf*^"** 
dangers which he had to avert, and the difficulties lc^s« 
which he had to overcome; and he formed a 
strong and, as he fancied, unalterable resolution, 
to devote his chief atteiitioa to the business of 
government, and to suffer no pleasure, no amour, 
to seduce him from the duties of his high office. 
His ministers congratulated each other on the 
change wrought in the habits of their sovereign. 
But he soon began to feel uneasy under the 
restraint ; he was so beset with difficulties from 
the never-ceasing daims of the old royalists and 
of his more recent adherents; he found himself 
so perplexed by the increasing iiiu It itude of aflairs 
submitted to his consideration, that he gradually 
emancipated himself from the trammels, and 
sought relaxation in the company of the gay, the 
witty, and the dissolute. The consequence was, 
that he not only neglected his duties, but often 
sttffisred his mind to be prejudiced against the 
advice of his council by ^e sallies and sarawme 
of his profligate companions \ 

• To an obaervaiit eye that council presented a His coun* 
singular assemblage of men, devoted to diiiereut 



* Continuation of Clarendon's Life written by himself, ^z\, 19, 
1^)7. Oxford, 175!>. In the subsequent pages I shall refer to 
this ^\ i rk under the name of Clarendon alone. Pepys, Diary, 
37. 8vo. 

B 2 
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CHAF. parties^ and professing opposite principles, lit 
1660. place* were seen the royal brothets, 

— — - James and Henry, who owed the distinction to 

their birth, with Hyde the chancellor, Ornioud 
the Iord<-steward» lord Culpepper master of the 
rollsy and secretary Nicholas, the four counsellors 
who had possessed the confidence of the king 
during his exile. Tlieii caine tlic lord-general, 
who by his recent conduct bad indissolubly bound 
up his own lot with the fortunes of the house of 
Stuarty Morris the iriend and confidant of the 
general, and two or three others, whose chief 
merit was the recommendation ot M(»iik, grouiided 
on the promises which he had made during the 
late revolution. With these two classes Charles 
was advised to associate all- the surviving coun- 
sellors of his late father before the \v ar ; a 
measure which, with a few who had faithfully 
adhered to the royal interests, introduced several 
who had maintained the cause of the parliament 
against that of the crown. It is evident that, on 
a council thus constituted, the king would look 
partly with distrust, partly with aversion. A 
remedy was discovered by the ingenuity of the 
dbancellor, at whose suggestion the council ap- 
pointed a committee of foreign affairs, consisting 
of himself, Ormond, Southampton, the lord 
treasurer. Monk, Nicholas, and Morris. These 
met for the purpose of considering the relations 
of the English with the other crowns of Europe ; 
but they employed the opportunity of meeting to 
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debate and decide, without the knowledge of their chap. 
colleagues, every question concerning the internal 
administration of the kingdom. The same subjects . « 
were, indeed, afterwards submitted to the oon- 
sideration of the whole council ; but Charles had 
ali eady adopted the opinion of the secret cabinet ; 
and the dissenters were either silenced by the 
reasoning of the favourite ministers, or overawed 
by the presence and authority of the sovereign 
' With respect to the two houses, the king had The two 
only to speak and his wishes were gratified. As 
they had recalled him without conditions, so they 
appeared willing to lay the liberties of the nation 
at his feet. The cavaliers identified their own 
triumph with the exaltation of the throne ; the 
presbyterians stood before it as repentant sinners 
anxious to efface the remembrance of their past 
delinquency; and the few who were sincerely 
attached to republican principles deemed it pru- 
dent to shelter themselves from notice amidst the 
crowd, and to echo the more courtly opinions of 
their colleagues. Fortunately the royal advisers 
were not disposed, or perhaps afraid, to take the 
utmost advantage of the general enthusiasm ; and, 
on some occasions, Charles himself condescended 
to read to the two houses lessons of moderation 
and prudence ^ The most important ' of their 



« GlBKDdon^ 9, 

> ClarendoD, 8, 9* Bumet, Hist of hb Own Tuaea, i 870. 
Oxford, 1883. 
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CHAF. piotoediogs inay coilvenieDtly be classed under 

i6(>u. ^ fblldwing heads. 

" 1®. The objection whicli had been raised before 
2J5I^^I their convocation was renewed after the return 
UsmeDt ef the king. They had not been called by the 
royal writ ; they were therefore illiegal assemblies, 
and ihviv acts might hereafter be disputed in the 
courts of law. The obvious remedy was to dis- 
solve them* and to summon a parliament after- 
the usual manner, which might legalise by its 
auth(nrity the irregular proceedings of the con- 
vention. But this, to the kiugb advisers, 
appeared in the existing circumstances a dan- 
gerous experiment: they were not disposed to 
part with a house of commons so obsequious 
to their wishes ; and they preferred to i)ass an 
act, declaring that the parliament summoned in 
' the 16th Charles I. was determined, and that 
the two houses then sitting at Westminster 
constituted the two houses of parliament. It 
might, indeed, be asked, wheuce an assembly, 
illegal in its origin, could derive the power of 
giving to itself a legal existence ; but it was 
hoped that, as long as the convention sate, no 
man wonld venture to moot tlie qnestion ; and on 
its dissolution every defect might be supplied by 
the authority of the succeeding parliaments 



* St. 19. Car. it c. 1. The ifuettion^ howerer, wa»4>rought 
forward by Dnke, a royalist, vmAet the liame of Philipi, in a 
tract called, " The Long Parliament Revived He founded his 
opuuon chi^y on the act of 17th of Charlea I., which provided 
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9f*^' The catperiehce of former years had.BbaiFn c HAa 

I. 

1660. 



that, to restrain within due limits the pretensions ^' 



of the crown, it was necessary tu keep it depen- 



dent on the bounty of the subject; but thejjj^*^^^^ 



Grants to 

iiouaes aeemed to have' adopted the contrary doe^ 
trine! they attributed the eaiamified whkh for 

so many years liad afflicted the nation to the 
scanty jnrovisiun made for the support of royalty ; 
they foond, an inquiry, that the annual expendi«- 
tare of the last king greatly exceeded his income i 
and, to prevent the recurrence of the wants which 
he experienced, and of the illegal expedients to 
which he had recourse, they raised the yearly 
revenue of the crown to the unprecedented 
amount of l,SOO/)00£ 



that the parliament should not he dissolved but by an express 
act of parliament, and that every thing otherwise done, or to be 
doiio^ for the dissolving of it^ siiould be of none effect. Hence it 
ibltowed that tlie parliameut could n«var- he dissolved Imt by its 
own «st; and that' the wgumenta of Rrynue^ wUuli baire beop 
aliwady noticed^ were of no fi>rce; because, though true of aq 
ordinary parliament, they did not apply to one secured from dis« 
solution in this extraordinary manner. Drake was impeached by 
the commons; but the lords had the prudence to remit the casf 
to the attomey-pfeneral to 1>e proceeded with in the ordinary 
courts of law. See Pari, ill t.vi. Ii5, 117; and App. i. The 
court wisely allowed the prosecntion to be dropped. If the act 
of 17th of C harlcs were construed strictly according to the letter^ 
the lung parliuaietit could never be dissolved by any other parlia- 
ment, because no other meeting before Its dissolution could be 
a legal parliament. - It was, therefore> maintained that, by the 
•CfNuratioii of the houses from the hSag, and the secession or 
fxclttsion of SQ many members, it had fallen to pieces of itself, 
it had died a natural death. See the tract, ** The Long Par* 
liaiiient is not Revised". Ibid. xTiii. 
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OHAF. d^. But while they provided for the soveceign^ 
1660. they were not unmindful of their own interests. 

' " ■ ■ ■ In the preceding reigns, the proprietors of lands 
^a]!'^^^ had frequently and zealously sought to abolish 
abolished, tenures by knights' service* confessedly the most 
onerous of the existing feudal burthens ; but their 
^attempts were fonstaiitly defeated by the monarch 
and his courtiers, unwilUug to resign the benefits 
of mairiageSy relie&» and wardships. Now« how- 
era% in this season of reconciliation and mutual 
ooneeS8H)n» the proposal was made and accepted ; 
the terms were arranged to the satisfaction of both 
t parties ; and Charles consented to accept a fixed 
annual income of lOOftOQi. in place of the casual 
but lucrative profits of the «ourt of wards. Still 
the transaction did little honour t(j the liberality 
of the two houses. They refused to extend the 
benefit to inferior tenures : and the very act which 
relieved the lords of manors from the services 
which they owed to the crown, confirmed to them 
the services which they claimed from those who 
held by tenure of copyhold. Neither did they 
dioose to pay the price of the benefit, though it 
was to be enjoyed exclusively by themselves. 
Originally, the authors of the measure intended 
to raise the compensation by a tax on the lands 
which had been relieved : the amount had actually 
been apportioned to the several counties by the 
committee^ when a member, as it were acdden- 
tally, asked why they shoidd not resort to the 
excise ; the suggestion was eage^^ly caught by the 
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courtiers and many of the proprietors; theinjus- CHAP, 
tice of compelling the poor to pay for the relief 
of the rich, though strongly luged, was coii" 
temptoously overlooked ; and the friends of the 
motion, on a division in a full bouse, obtained a 
majority of two. In lieu, therefore, of purvey- 
ance, military tenures, and their various incidents, 
fruits and dependenoes, the produce of one moiety Nov. 9i. 
of the excise, a constantly growing and more pro* 
fitable branch of j-evcnue than the original com- 
pensation, was settled on the crown for ever*. 
. 4**. The excise, as the reader will recollect, had Th? excise 
been introduced, by the parliament to de&ay the P|^^p^^^^^ 
diarges of the war against the king. To recon- 
cile the nation to so odious a tax, it was first 
voted for only a short period ; and, though it had 
been continued ever since by su^Msessive grants, an 
understanding always existed, that, as nothing 
but necessity could justify the imposition, so it 
should most certainly cease with that necessity. 
By the last enactment, one half of it was now 
rendered pcfpetual ; nor was the house slow to 
dispose of the other. It had taken no measures 
to raise the revenue to the amount which it had 
voted : the festival of Christmas approached ; the 
king admonished the members of his intention to 
dissolve the parliament; and the houses hastily 
parsed three bills to improve the receipts on wine 
licences, to regulate the post office, and to grant 

* IS Car. ii. c M. C. Jouni. May 25 ; No7« S, 19, SI ; Dec 
15,91. ParLHist.TLU«. 
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OHAP. to the king the second iiioiely of the excise for his 
I. 

1600. 



^' suitund in full of the yearly settiem^nt of 



14100,000/.^ From tbat moment, ' aU hope of its 

extinction vanished ; and, in the course of a few 
reigudy the . streamlet has swelled into a mighty 
rmr. The eixeiae thm {Kroduoed 800,000/.; it 
now pcodnees I89OOO9OOO/. perammm. 
Disband* 5^ The existence of the revolntidnary army 
iSSijf (it amounted, in the three kingdoms to more than 
sixty thousand men) was to the monarch and his 
ministers a sutigect of constant anxiety. It had» 
indeed, oontribnted to place him on the tihrone ; 

but it might, with the same ease, precipitate him 
from it. Monk could no longer answer for its 
fidelity. When the first ebullitions of loyalty 
had sobeidedf many, both officers and privateiit 
began to feel surprise that they had lent them- 
selves to a revolution which must put an end to 
their accustomed licence and long-established im- 
portance* The . royallsts> to whom the lord- 
general bad given commisslonsy possessed not the 
cuiiiidence of the men ; the followers of Lambert 



• C. Jouni. Nov. 27 ; Dec. 21. In the debate on the post 
office hUl, an amendment was proposed to exempt from the 
diarge of postage all letters to and from members of the bouse 
of oomiBOiisi, «' sitting the parliament''^ on the ground that thejr 
had as good a right to that indulgence as the privy counsellors by 
whotto it was enjoyed. Though the amendment was stigmatized 
as beneath the dignity of the house, and fit only for meixlicants, 
though the speaker declared that he was ashamed to put the 
question, it was carried. The lords, however, rejected it, and 
the commons acquiesced. Journ. of Com. Dec* 17* Pari. Hist. 
1«S. 
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in his late uiiftrtmikte atterniM iDrimuitiiig them. CH»R 
selves into tiie quarters of the military, called on ^^^^ 

them to reassert the e^ood old cause ; and unau- ' 
thoriaed meetings were held ; the death of Monk 
was planned, and measuifte were taken to form a 
general eombinatibn among ' the dMerent JborpR 
In opposition to these attempts, Charles endea- 
voured to win the affections of the soldiery by the 
flattering manner in which he spoke of their dis- 
cipline and loyalty, and the earnestness with 
which he recommended their services to the gra- 
titude of his parliament ; while his ministers, 
with the aid of a numerous corps of spies» sought 
out the sowers of sedition, and under various and 
feigned pretences, secured their persons. In both 
houses, members were instructed to represent the 
uselessness of so numerous a force in a time of 
profound peace, the expense whidi it had already 
entailed, and the annual amount which it would 
continue to entail, on the nation. No opposition 
was offered to the motions with which they con- 
eluded. By successive grants, provision was 
made to liquidate all arrears : regiment after regi* 
ment was disbanded ; and the measure was con* 
ducted with sucli attention to the wants and 
feelings of the men, that it was accomplished 
without exciting mutiny or public expressions of 
discontent^ 



' St. IS, Car. ii. c.9, 15, 1«, 81. Clarendon, 10, 11. Bur- 
net, i*S74. 
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£IHAP. 6^. TIm prooeediiigB on this subject were'te^ 

1660. diously protracted by the controversy between 



the two houses on the bill ,of indemnity. In his 

declaration from Breda, Charles bad promised a 
general pai:don» subject to such exceptions as 
might be suggested by the wisdom of parliament. 
The moment the question was brought forward, 
a wonderful diversity of opinions was observed. 
EYer7 membeir bad some friend whom be wished 
to shield from punishment, or some'enemy whom 
he sought to involve in it : considerations of in- 
terest or relationship, of friendship or revenge, 
weighed more than the respective merits of the 
parties ; and distinctions were made and resolu- 
tions passed, for which it was difficult to account 
on any rational grounds. At last, the bill was 
transmitted from the commons to the lords, who, 
as their sufferings bad in general been more se- 
vere, betrayed a more vengeful spirit. -The chief 
points in discussion between t he houses were, that 
the lords sought to include, in one sweeping 
clause of condemnation, aU persons who ever sate 
in judgment on any royalilst in a high court of 
justice ; and that they refused all hope of mercy 
to nineteen of the king's judges who had surren- 
dered themselves in consequence of a royal pro- 
clamation. By a clause in that instrument, the 
disobedient were threatened with exception from 
pardon both as to life and property : whence the 
commons inferred that the obedient had reason to 
expect such exception in their favour ; while the 
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lords contended tbat they had onlya right to trial CBAR 
before a court of justice^ whereas those who dis- 

obeyed might be condemned for contuiiiacy. ■■-»! 
Charles, by repeated messages, advised moderation 
and clemency. It was evident that the commons 
had adopted the more rational explanation : the 
lords at last relented ; the other hoiMe met them 
by receding from some of its pretensions ; and 
the acty after a long contest, received the royal 
ass^t. It declared in the first place, that all in- 
juries and offences against the crown 4^ indivi* 
duals, arising out of quar^ls between political 
parties hiiice the 1st of June, 1637, should be 
and were forgiven : then came the exceptions : 
1**, of fifty-one individuals actually concerned in 
the death of the king's fathw ; 2^ of Vane and 
Lambert; 3^ of Lord Moiison, Hazlerig, and 
five others, as far as regarded liberty and pro- 
perty; 4% of all judges in any high court of 
justice ; and of Hutchinson, Lenthall, St. John» 
and sixteen others by name, as to eligibility to 
hold office, civil, military, or ecclesiastical. With 
respect to the case of the nineteen regicides who 
had voluntarily surrendered, it was yielded to 
the lords that they should be tried for their lives ; 
and, in return, it w as conceded to the commons, 
that they should not be executed without a sub- 
sequent act of parliament to be passed expressly 
for that purpose^. 



* JournalB of both HouseB. St. IS, Car. 11. c. 11. Claren- 
don, 69. 
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CHAP* By most men, this general pardon was hailed 
jtMO. ^ * xuktional blessiiig* calculated to heal xliaseD- 

' sion and restoe ttanquillitf ; by the great body 

of the tavalieris, it was received with murmurs 
and pomplaints. It disappointed their fondest 
iK^es : tluy saw themselvies left by it the victims 
of thesr loyalty, without redress for the hyuries 
which they had receiTed, or rdief from the po* 
verty to which they had been reduced ; while, in 
numerous instances, their more fturtunate .neigh- 
hours of the republican party contamied to revel 
In the undisturbed enjoyment of their new-gotten 
wealth, the fruit and reward of rebellion and in- 
justice. With truth, they exclaimed, may it be 
called an act of oblivion and indemnity ; hut of 
oblivion of loyalty, and indemnity for treason. 
Fateofthe 7^ TheuT discontent received some alleviation 
' from the tragedy which followed. For years it 
had been sedulously impresssed on- the mind . of 
Charles, that, as a jon, he could never pardon 
the murder of his father ; as a sovereign, he 
ought not to connive at the public execution of a 
lei Jig. I'o punish the regicides, was, in his 
opinion, a sacred and indispensable ^uty; and 
the exceptions established by the late act alToarded 
him ample scope for the exercise of justice* or 
the gratification of revenge. Five-and -twenty 
out of the original number had indeed been al- 
ready removed by death beyond the reach of any 
earthly tribunal, and nineteen had crossed the 
&ea to escape the fate which awaited them in their 
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naUva country^. Still twenty-oine raaiiiind^ all chap* 
ia emtodyf and sewak of them as deefdf tinged jj^. 
with the blood of tibe late king, and at ciMunl • ■ ' ■ 

ill the eyes of the royal party, as the most ob- 
noxious of their fellows. The fugitives :were 
attainted acgt of parliament ; the pnsenfln 
were arraigned before a icourt of tfairtjpvfbiir:cdm» 
missioners. . ♦ , . * - . 

There was much in the composition of this 
court to ijit^irest the curiosity of the 8pectator8« 
and to agitate the feelings of the unhappy men 
at the bar. That cavaliers should sit in judgment 
on those whu had brought the king to the block, 
might have been expected ; but by the side of the 
- chancellor, and Southampton, and Nicholas, were 
seated Manchester and Robartes, two of the par- 
liamentary coiiiiiiaiiders. Say and HoUis, the par- 
Uameutary leaders, Atkips and Tyrrel, parlia- 

. 9 Three of these, Whaley, Goff, and IHxwell^ secreted them* 
adves in New England, where they passed their lives in the 
constant fear of being discovered by the officers of govemment. 
There is an interesting account of their adventures in Hutchin- 
son's History of Massachuget s Bay, and in the histoiy of these 
" Most Illustrious ami Heroic Defenders of Liberty," published by 
Ezra Styles, S.T.D. LL.D. President of Yale College, Hartford, 
U. 8. 1194. ' Three others, Corbet, Okey, and Berkstead, were ap- 
pcehendedis Hicdland, at the instanee of Ddwiiiiig;, and glvea up by. 
the States, as an atonement for thdr former treatment of the Ui^ 
diuring his ezUe. Thej su£l^red under the act of atti^der, on 
tlie 19tii of April, 1609. Ludiow, fii. 88. State Trials, 
1301 — 35. Pepys, i. 252, 8. Others sought refuge in Switzer- 
land, where they believed themselves to be in constant danger of 
assassination from emissaries hired by the English court. Lud- 
low, iia.! IS— 134. 
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CHAP, inentary jvidgeB, Monk and Monti^iie^ two of 
^^^Q Cromwell's lords, and >Cboper, one of his most 

trusty advisers. These men, if they had not 

actuaUy dipped their hands in the king's blood, 
had . been deeply engaged in the transactions which 
kd to* his death, or had poworfully supported 
the several reyolutionary gOTermnents, whidi 
excluded his sou and successor from the throne. 
For such offences they might, in other circum- 
stances, have had to plead for their lives ; hut 
ihey had made profiessions of repentance, and had 
been selected to discharge this iiiit^racious task, 
that they might display both the extent of the 
royal clemency, and the sincerity of their own 
conversion. 

• Most of the prisoners sought to deserve mercy 

by the ins^enuons and sorrowful acknowledgment 
of their crime ; the others alleged in their justi- 
. fication, that they bore no personal malice to the 
royal victim ; that they looked on his death as a 
solemn act of national justice, and that they pro- 
ceeded imder the sanction of that authority which 
then exercised the supreme power iu* the nation. 
To the second of these pleas the court refused to 
listen : to the first it was replied, that in law the 
fact afforded sufficient evidence of the malice ; and, 
to the last, that an irregular and unlawful meet- 
ing of twenty-six persons, pretending to repre- 
sent the commons of England, could not be con- 
sidered as the supreme authority in tlic nation. 
2^J["" All were found guilty, and received judgment 
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of death; but the execution of tboae wha bad chap. 
voluntarily surrendered themselves was reqittedt 
aeeoiding to the act of indemnity, for the suhse* — r — 

quent consideration of parliament. The ten se- 
lected to su^er were Harrison^ Scot* Carew, Jones, 
CleraentSf and Scroop, who had subscribed the 
fiUal warrant ; Cook^ who ,acted as solicitor .on 
the trial ; Axtele and Hacker, two military offi- 
cers who guarded tlie royal prisoiiLr ; and Peters, 
the minister, whose fervid and intem|)erate elo- 
quence had been so often employed to prepare and 
support the actors in that remarkable tragedy. 
The language of these men, both in the court 
and after their condemnation, ex.hibited traits of 
the wildest fanaticism. For the justice of their 
cause they appealed to the victories which the 
Lord had given to liieir swords ; to their bibles, 
which inculcated the duty of shedding the blood 
of him who had shed the blood of his fellow men ; 
and to the spirit of God, which had testified to 
their spirit that the execution of Charles Stuart 
was a necessary act of justice, a glorious deed, 
the sound of which had gone into most nations* 
and a solemn recognition of that high suprema<7» 
which the King of heaven hclda over the kings 
of the earth. 

Similar sentiments supported and cheered them 
on the scaffold. When they were told to repent, 
they replied that of their sins they had repented, . 
and of forgiveness they were assured. But they 
dared not repent of their share in the death of the 

VOL. XII, C 
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CHAP, late kiitg : for to repent a goed deed was to 
ofited Ood. Tbef were proud to snfier for Midi 



■ ft cause. Their martyrdom voald be the most gte- 

riotis spectacle which the world had ever witnessed 
since the death of Christ. But let the persecutors 
tremble: the hand of the-^Lord was already raised 
to avenge tlieir mnooent blood ; and m a short 
tirhe the cause of royalty would crouch before that 
of independence. They uttered the prediction 
with the confidence of prophets ^% aini submitted 
to' tbeir fdte with, tiie constancy of martyrs. 
Fetera sione appeared to shrink ttoim the ap- 
proach of death. The exhortation of his fellow 
sufferers revived his courage ; a strong cordial 
braced his neryes ; and he mustered sufficient re- 
sdltttion to say that he gloried in the cause^ and 
defied the executioner to do his worst 
Punish. These examples did not satisfy the resentment 

irent of * 

the dead, of the royalists, who lamented as a misfortune, 
that the most odious of the r^dd^ had by (a 
naturid death escsaped ifae fate of their associates. 



And the prediction was beliered. From the Diaiy of Wha- 
ley, Goff, and INxwell it appears that they looked on the' ckecutidn 
of the regieides as the slaying of the witnesses fluetold in the 
Book of Revelations, and that the prediction of a revolution 

their favour was to be fulfilled in the mysterious year 1666. The 
yeai passed, anrl their hopes were disappointed ; but thov con- 
soled tlieinselvrs with the persuasion that there wag an en or hi 
t)ie date ot the Chri^^tian era, and that the accuaipJishment of the 
prophecy would speedily arrive. See Howell's State Trials, v. 

Ibia. M7-^l»fl. . :> 



Digitized by Google 



r 



It was true tfattt they were Jtttainted ; hat the^t- C|iAP> 
laivdcr affRCted fiH alske; wlule th* gnwter guilt |^ 
aif'fbiiie.calkd ftr more partlealar pKoofecffMiUk ■■ 

reprobation. Revenge is ingenious : liistory could 
funufik instances of punishment iumeted on tim 
tmtiaB of Ihejdead ; and in obeidiace io m ixder 
of liie two bouscei^ approvjed hy tine idag» - ^ 
bodies of Crcunwel}, Bradsiiaw, and Ireton, having 
been removed from their graves, were drawn on 
iiwdiea to Ty^bunit takeu out of their ooffios, aad 
ImBg «ll the tliree eocaerB of the galjows ion tint 
andivmsupy of the dieath of Charles I., Uie daf 
<^oseii for this expiatory ceremony. In the even- 
ing they were cut down and decapitated ; the 
iMMto fixed OA the front of WestDuaster^-hali^^aaid 
Ike tnMdcsB durown into a pit at the fdace ufmimh- 
tion. To the cavaliers this revulting exhibitioil 
afibrded a subject of merriment and pleasantry : 
it met with the deserved xeprobation of every "tean 
«f sMMifailitf and judglnent It mis aa .outragi6 
-againet the oernmon feelings of humanity, and 
could cniitril)ute nothing to the only real end of 
public punishment — ^the prevention of crime, 
^e .man who dam to^ataJc^ his life on 1^ pi|r« 
fluit of Ilk object, will not be deterred bjr the <fear 
of mutilation or suspension after death 



Lords' Journals, t\. S05. Kenn«t's Re£^^. 307. Though Pride 

was included in the order, his body was not distarlu'd. After- 
wards (lj66i, Sep. 12, 14,) aWut twenty bodies oi (n rsons buried 
in Hoiiry VIl.'s chapel, and the church of VVestmijisttji , \vere«iis- 
iiiterred fay the king's order, aijd buriedagain iii tl:.e church-yard. 

c 2 
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CHAP. S". Since the year 1642, a considerable portion 
iflSoi ^ landed property in every county had 
— passed from the hands of the original owners into 

Son^n*" ^^^'^ possession of new claimants ; and it was on 
landed this Important consideration that the founders of 
property. commonwealth rested their principal hope of 
its flttbsequent stability. Hundreds of their ad-» 
herents had by the revolution been raised in the 
scale of society ; they were become invested with 
the wealth and influence that originally belonged 
to thair superiors ; and it was their interest to 
oppose with all their power the return of a system 
whicli would reduce them to poverty and insig- 
nificance. Charles in his declaration from Breda» 
touched on the sul\|ect in guarded and measured 
terms : ^ he was willing that all oontroversies In 
relation to grants, sales, and purchases, should 
be determined in parliament, which could best 
" provide for the just satisfaction of all who were 
coneerned.'* Parliament, however, made no 
such provision. It confirmed, indeed, as a mea- 
sure of tranquillization, the judicial decisions 
which had been given in the courts of law and 
equity ; but the royal promise respecting the 
transfer of property by grants and skies was for^ 
gotten, and, in consequence, no relief was afforded 

Amon^ these were the remains of Cromwell's mother, of his daugh* 
ter Elizabeth Claypolc, of admiral Blake, and of colonel Mack- 
worth, mho had been interred in the chapel, and of Pym, Doris* 
Imn, Stroud, May the historian, Twiss and Marshall, divines, and 
of seyeral others buried in the church. Keunet, Neal« 619, 
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to two numerous classes of men belonging to tbe CHAP, 
opposite parties. 1". At the very commencement iggo. 

of the civil troubles many royalists disposed of a 

portion* or the whole of th^ir estatest that they 
might relieve the pecuniary wants of the king, 
or enable themselves to raise men, and serve in 
the royal armies; and at its conclusion all of 
them were compelled to have recourse to similar 
measures, that they might discharge their debts, 
and pay the heavy fines imposed on them by order 
of the revolutionary governments. That these 
men had strong claims on the gratitude and pity 
of the king and parliament could not be denied; 
but these claims were neglected, the sales had 
been effected with their consent, they were bound 
by . their own acts, and consigned to murmur in 
penury and despair, The lands belonging to 
the CTQwn, to the bishops, deans and chapters, 
and to a few distinguished cavaliers, had been 
granted away as rewards, or sold to the highest 
or the most favoured bidder. These were now 
reclaimed; forcible entries were made; and the 
holders, as they were not allowed to plead a title 
derived from an usurped authority, were com- 
pelled to submit to superior right or superior 
power. To the argument that they were,. the 
most of them, bonft fide purchasers, it was truly 
replied that they had taken the risk with the 
benefit: but when they appealed to the "just 
*• satisfaction " promised in the royal declaration 
firom Breda, Charles himself blushed at the rigour 
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CHAF'. 6i officers and adherents. By prodamatSoa 

liw,' ^ recommended measures of lenity and concili- 



• ation ; he advised that the revolutionary pur- 

chaserfi should be admitted as tenants on easy 
fines; aiid^ at the united request of the t^o 
houS£f6, he established a commission to alrhitrate 
between the contt'iiding parties. The conse- 
^uence^ however, was^ that while the purchasers 
of the! <£rown lands were in general permitted to 
remain in possessioni the purchasers of the church 
lands were in numerous instances treated '^vith 
extreme severity. The incumbents had tliem- 
selVes suffered hard measure; they were old« 
and thei^re anxious to provide for the support 
of their families after them ; and, instead of at- 
tending to the royal recommendation, they made 
no distinction among the bidders, but selected for 
tenants those individuals who made them the most 
adi^tageous offers^. 

Ecciesias- 9^ During the first period of the revolution, 
rang^ the presbyterian ministers had obtained posses* 
sion of the parish churches ;. but their orthodoxy 
was Hot less intolerant than that of their prede- 
cessors, and they pursued with equal violence, 
the theological ofiences of schism and heresy. 
Stilly in defiance of their seal, sectarianism con- 
tinued to spread; by degrees* the civil and 'mili- 
tary authority passed Into the hands of the inde- 



St 1^, Car. it o. If* Keuuet's Heg. SIS. Ciarendoo, ISS. 
IUnii,iT.S44. 
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pende^t8; the presbyterian^, in pro{»ortiO)a as CHAP, 
tbeir power dedinad, tumed Ibeir eye« towards 
t)i« exiled [uiiice; and thete. naioisterst as fajr ■ 
prudence would p^niiit, acted the part of 
zealous and successful missionaries in bis favour^ 
Now fl^it Charles had recovered the crown, ai^ 
be axpdfrQm their iivings the men from whom 
he had received these services ; or was he to pro- 
tect them, and leave the episcopal clergy to pine 
ia deprivation and want ? The first savoured of 
i^Bgsi^tita^e; it was moreover pregnant . v|th 
ganger. It might provdce the presby terian mem^ 
bers, the majority of the house of commons, to 
oppose the court ; a thousand pulpits might joiu 
in advocating the^ duty of resistance; and the 
smouldevdng embers of civil, war might be' easily » 
^nned into a flame by the breath of the preachers. 
On the other hand, he was led by principle, and 
pledged ill honour to restore that hierarchy, 
defence of which hia father h^ forfeited his icro wn 
and his life. This was loudly demanded by tha 
cavaliers, and was represeuted by Hyde as pro- 
viding the surest bulwark for the thrpne, Charles 
4id not hesitate : the kirk was sacrifioed to the 
(hurch ; and every difficulty was surmounted 
by the singular address of the minister, joined 
with the engaging manner and real or affi^cted 
moderation of the monarch. . . ' 
\ That the dpminion of the ancient laws had re- noyai de- 
turned with the representative of the ancient 
kings, was a principle which no one ventured to 
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CHAP. (»ntradlct; but a priaeiple^ which tnigirt the 
v«)laneB of lAie solemn league aod Gorenaiit'^ 
■■■.to tremble for the idol of their worship, and 

threatened the presbyterian clergy with the loss 
of their livings. Tlieir chief reliance was placed 
on tho declaration £com Breda, which piomisedilio 
WjrtiL assent to an act of parliam^fbr omnpoiing 
• differences in religion, and on the services of their 
brethren who formed a powerful body in the house 
of commons. But Charles and his politic adviser 
had no intention to redeem the royal pttedga, or K» 
entrust the decision of this important question to 
the doubtful oitliodoxy of the two houses. The 
number of the bishops, who had been reduced to 
nine, was filled up by sucoessiTe nominationa: 
the survivors of the sequestrated dergy were 
encouraged to re-enter on their benefices, or to 
accept a composition from the holders ; and the 
heads of the universities received a royal mandate 
to restore to their colleges the ejected fellows. At 
the same time, to lull the apprehensions of the 
presbyterians, oflers of bishoprics were made to 
the most eminent or moderate of the ministm ; 
ten obtained the nominal honour of being chaplains 
to the king, and all were contoned in the posses*- 
si on of their benefices, where the legal claimant 
was dead» or neglected to enforce his right. But 
these measures excited alarm : a bill for the settle- 
ment of religion was brought into the house of 
comiiioHs : and a resolution was passed ihid the 
question should be considered in ^* a grand cofu- 
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opposition, issii^d htttrucUons to the IHeiids of the 
eoart and the church ; they laboured zealously to ■ 
perplex and protract the proceedings: two long 
md anknated debates called forth the pasriois of 
Ike speakers; and at last thesittin^of tiieooin>- 
mitfee was snqmided fbr three months, ^at the 
king might have time to consult the divines of botli 
communious For this purpose, papers were 
erohanged between eertaia of - the bidiops and a 
ssiectnvniberof mmisters^ Onpouattsofdoctrlm^ 
they scarcely differed ; but one party contended 
warmly for the model of episcopal government 
JDxmerly deyised by archbish<^ Usher» whidi the 
latter afasoliitely rejected, as offering only another 
name for the establishment of the presliyterian 
system The disagreement had been foreseen ; 
and Charles was adyised to interpose as moderator 
. between the disputants, fie laid before them the Oct m. 



H Clarendon j 74. Journal of Com. July 6, 20, SI. " The 
" committee sat an hour in the dark before candles were suffered 
" to be brought in, and then they were twice blown out ; but the 
" third time they were preserved, though with great disorder, till 
** at last about ten at uipht it was voted", ficc. MS. Diary of a 
Member, in Pail. Hist. vi. 79. 82. 

Neal, ii. 568 — 7S. It proposed that the several deans should 
hold monthly synods of the detgjmen under their jurisdiction ; 
die biabops^ yearly synods of tbbse within their dioeeiet; and the 
amlihiabope, vmry third year, tynedeof theUibepennddipntlee 
ftom each diocese within tbebr g e ape o tif e prarioces; bnt in all 
tfiese^ the presidents were to poBsess no superior authority, but 
only to be considered as primi inter pares* See the scheme in the 
- History of Non-conformity, SSS—S44. 
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VBA¥, (ka^ of a royal declaration from the pen of tbe 
^J^, ohimeeUary solidM tbum obtervaticiBis <m Hm pvo* 
toIoim, wd ofieanKl to adopt aay reMOiubki 

Oct. 95. amendment. In a tew days, it was published. It 
gave due prai$e both to the orthodoi^ and the 
pmbyteriim clergy; arowed the kiiig^a a^ebn 
mmt to epiMCfMicyy faai with th« eonvwllpn, tfwt 
it might be so modified as, without impairiiig^ iia 
real character, to remove the objections brought 
against it : and for that purpose he enjoined, 1^ 
inth respect to jnriedictioii^ that, no hiflhop ahovld 
mapdae my illegal or arfaitraiy authority, or pro* 
nounce ecclesiastical censures, or celebrate ordina- 
tions without the assistance and advice of his 
ehaptcr and of an equal number of presbyters d^ 
pnted by the dei^ of thediooeae, or coofirm kk 
any diurch without the information and consent of 
the minister ; and 2°. with regard to the religious 
scruples of the presbyterians, that the reading of 
the liturgy, the observance of the ceremomes, the 
subscription to aU the thirty-nine articles, and the 
oath of canonical obedience, should not be exacted 
from those who objected to them through motives 
of conscience *^ 



: Instead of «rf|«ese the presbyterians moved for ihoMAttitutioii 
ef V9id conwfL Charles refused ; and, when a passage from 
the (uutv /3a9(XuNf was ol^ected, hastUy replied: ** ^ba$, it w 

** that book is not gospel." Kennet, Reg. 283. 

"7 L. Joxini. xi. 17d. Neai, ii. 575 — 80. Origbially it wa^ in- 
tended to permit all personB " to meet for rrh^s^wuj wurshijK be 

it^ they do it not to the disturbance oi tiie peace . i^ut the 
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: These important eoneesrfons wei«reoelT«d#ltil CHAP.^ 
Joy and gratitude by the party. A mcefthiif «f 

London ministers detiared that episcopacy, thiia 
reforn^ and improved, was a different tluQ^ Uie^hM^ 
from tlie episcopacy against which thejf ha4 fin>^.^^' 
tested in the covenant; and their cekbraicd: 
leader, Dr. Reynolds, whether his scruples were 
really silenced, or the restraint on his ambitioa 
oaaly ranovedf signified his acceptance of the 
bishopric of Norwidi. Yet the declaration^ while 
it kept the word of promise to the €iar, contained' 
a passage wliich tended to break it to the hope : 
it alluded to a synod to be convened, when the 
passions of men ^ould becooled«that theqvestioa 
might be fairly and finally settled. The preshy-i* 

tcrians had no inclination to depend on the uncer- 
tain decision of some future synod : they .sought 
a permanent) not a temporary arrangemeiit ; aiid* Nor. c 
In a committee of the house pf commons^ wiHi saiv 
jeant Hales at its head, a Ull was formed for the 
purpose of convertinsf the royal declaration into a 
law. Hyde saw that his own arts were directed 
against himself: he removed Hales from the 
hgnse, to take his seat in the exchequer as lord 



prefibyteriM wme Mt wfflcittttly libaral «• all«w to Mhen wliat 
tiMgr damuiM ibr themKhnet* Baxter distingukbod beUraen 
ithnMoi and luMmiUriw Tlw ^lybls aid 4Qi»iIhm wwe 
SBkrabks: their t mM p omM not ce i cMB tl oi wiy bt niffiMMd; 
jHi4» to satisfy 'the party, the clause was changed into a pnnaisft 
that no man should be disturbed for ** difference of tpkthm to 
*' matters of religion". Kennct, Beg. S80. ddmixoiij 4es. 
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CHAP, chief benm; tlie d^endents of the court received 
instmctloim to vote against the hill ; secretary 

. Morris opposed it in a long though moderate 

Nov. 28. gpe^ • and, on a motion that it should be read a 
second time* it was rejected by a migority of 
twenty-^ight in a house of lliree hundred and forty 
members. Shortly afterwards the convention par-, 
liament was dissolved 
insiirroc Thaty notwithstanding the general demonstra- 
tion of loyalty, there were many who secretly 
lamented the ruin, and ardently sought the resto- 
ration, of the republican government, could not 
be doubted. The royal ministers were placed in 
a situation in which even a superfluous degree of 
vigilance or severity might he vindicated, or, at 
least, excused, on account of the probability of 
danger. But, while they secured the more pro- 
minent and suspicious characters, such as Overton, 
Desborough, Day, and Cburtenay, they ai)pear to 
have overlooked or despised a conventicle of fana-. 
tics in Coleman-street, under the guidance of a 
wine-cooper, named Venner. The king was gone 



" Clarendon, 76. Journals of Com. Nov. 28. Pari. Hist. vi. 
141. 1S2* I may observe that, on this occasion Charles exercised 
Ids pffvttmto of dbpcmiDf wHh thtliw kceckriftttkil matters^ 
yet no one Tentwred to complain. ^'Itlaoor wlllalldpkife^' 
'' enie tlutt none be judged to fiiHelt his preeentafcion or benefioe^ 
*'or be depriyed of it upon the rtetute of ISth BIls. c 19, so be 
" read end declare his assent to all the articles of religion, which 
" only concern thejeon&esioA of the true Christian faith, and die 
" doctrine of the sacraments compcised in the book of articles in 

the said statute mentioned". 
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to Portsmouth la compaiiy with the queen mother | c 
and, on the afternoon of the following Sundaf, i^Ji, 
Venner ealled on his hearers not to pray but to ' 
act, to take up arms in the cause of their King •* 
Jesus, to whom alone allegiance was due, and 
never to sheathe the sword tiU Babylon should bo 
made a hissing and a curse. To raise their ooa« 
rage, the enthusiast held ont to them the conquest 
of the whole world : they should first lead capti- 
vity captive in England ; from England, proceed 
to possess the gates of the earth ; and then bind 
kings in chains and nobles in fetters of iron* 
What, if they were few in number, not more than 
sixty ? They would fight for him who liad pro- 
mised that one should chase a thousand, and two 
put ten thousand to flight Arms had been pie- 
pared : the soldiers of the heavenly King hastened 
to St. Paul's, drove before them some of the trained 
bands, traversed the city, and withdrew, during 
the night to Cane-*wood, between Highgate and 
Hampstead. The next morning, about thirty 
were apprehended by the military, and a persua- 
sion existed that the remainder had dispersed; 
but on Wednesday they were seen in different Jtn.*. 
.streets, hastening towards the residence of the lord 
-mayor» and exclaiming, *^ the King Jesus and their 
" heads upon the gates.'* More fanatics had 
joined them : several rencontres took place with 
the guards and the trained bands ; and the ii^ury 
whidi they inflicted was equal to that which they 
received; hut after the loss of two-and-twenty 
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CHAP* toaem. kiUed on the spot, JsixieeD^ most of tbem 
iMi* s^®^^^* yidded to their opponents, and the r&* 

■I .. mainiog few ' «mped. The priaonfln expiated 
HieSp i^ioie on Hie gallows. But tiie fidlnre of 
the enterprize had not sfiaken their faith. They 
liKed in the same sentiments in which they had 
livedf pvockaming the aereveignty of tbeir hea^ 
wniy Kingf and denoandnglua i^ngeance againat 
the usurpers of his prerogative, the kings of the 
earth*^ 

New par. | ffj^ not dcttto 4iM reader with the eeremonkd 
May s. ^ edNRntion, or the fejoidngs with which it 
w«s ceiebraM. Charles liad prevfously cdled a 

parliament after the ancient and legitimate tuim ; 
and the result of the elections showed that the 
ftrnd lojalty which ^laaed forth at Ida reatoratioii 
had, 'in the ooiitte4)f twelve montha, aotffered bat 
little abatement. In a few places, indeed, men of 
anti-episcopalian principles were returned, but the 
aaajoiitrf of the membem cmnsted of rojralieta 
de¥oled to the petaon of tiie kmg, and leadf to 
support the measoMfl of the eoiiit. Some mem- 
bers of the council possessed seats in the lower 
house ; but it was not yet the custom to employ 
tiwm as ihe odmowkdged kadera of the par^. 
Wo saTe appearancee, the efaane^or (Ke^ad lately 
been created earl of ClareTidon) privately coni- 
municated the wishes of the cabinet to a few of the 



h at Tviiilf, wU 103. fiemct. Beg. 854, MS. Heath, 4rl. 
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most ka^meaiiai members, and each ni these lield c HAP. 
• sapimte mnetnig offals ftiemb and followim^ ^J^i. 
whom he imlnicAMt: in th» "put iAmA etdi indl- ; ^ 

vidiial had to act, and the vote which it was ex- 
pected that he should give. With tiie aid of a 
force thus; prenrioudljr, tbough gecreUy, oigaaiMd 
m tite house, the mtnkter experienced little 4i A- 
culty in dofeatiiio; the desultory aiid unconnected 
efforts of his opponents. 

This padiament, at 4he commencement of its Acts pam- 
loDgcsveer^ psssed several Ikwb of the higkest tan^ 
portaaoe, bedi ' in regard io the prntensions of the 
crown, and the civil and religious liberties of the 
people. 1\ The solemn league and covenant, with 
the ads for ereetingahig^ cofurt g( justice for Urn 
tsialnf Charles Stuart ; for subscrihingthe engage- 
ment ; for establishing a cornmoiiu oalth ; for re- 
nouncing the title of the present king ; and for the 
mcanty <^ the protector's person ;^weve«ideved 40 
lie bumt in the andst of Wcstnunster^hall it^ Hie 
dntnils 'ef tiie comnHNi iiaagman. It was affinnsd 
that the negative voice, and the command of the 
army, were rights inherent in the crown : to devise 
atqr, bodily liarm to tb» king, and to distinguish 
hoM9wn his person and hisoffiee, ifeffe madeitosa^ 
son ; to call the king a heretic or a papist, was 
declared to incapacitate the offender from holding 
sHigr affiee in chureh or state ; and the penalties of 
^prsmiitiire were enaofeed against all who should 
assert that the parliament of 1641 was not dis- 
solve^, or that both houses or either house pos- 
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<;UAP. sessed legislative authority independently of tto 
Ml. floyereign. At the aame time* severe restrictiim 
werie imposed upon the press, to prevent the pub^ 
lication of books maintaining opinions contrary to 
the Christian faith, or the doctrine or discipline of 
the church of England^ or tending to the defama- 
>tion of the diurieh or state, or of the governors 
thereof, or of any person whomsoever^. 

IQi^tpo* Qo Though the convention parliament had 
undertaken to maice ample provision for the pecu- 
niary wants of the government, Charks was ad* 
vised to apply to the two houses for additional aid, 
and obtained from their loyalty a grant of four 
subsidies, the ancient but now obsolete method of 
raising supplies. It has been said of the king that 
■ he was improvident ; that the establishment of his 
household was calculated on the most expensive 
scale ; that he made mae^nificent presents to his 
favourites and mistresses ; and that he squandered 
' enormous sums in the unnecessary repair and im- 
provement of the royal palaces ; hut it should abo 
be remembered that at his restoration he found 
himself incumbered with a debt for which he could 
not be responsible, the enormous sum owing to the 
annies in the three kingdoms under tiie heads of 
arrears ; and that he was moreover compelled, from 
the destitute state of the several arsenals, to expend 
800,000/. in the immediate purchase of naval and 
military stores. We are assured that in the first 



9« Clarendon^ 181. Statutes and Journals, passim. 
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fift^n months the only sum which could be devoted c HAP, 
to the ordinary curreut expenses of , the state wa§ j^ij. 
the 70,000A voted on account of the coronatioii* ■■■■ - f 
The parliament repeatedly listened to his solicita- 
tions ; but the estimates were inaccurate ; the taxes 
proved deficient^^ ; they were tardily collected ; 
new det^ts were contracted before the original debts 
CQidd be discharged ; ,and, dunii^ the whole coufse 
- i^Us reign, Charles laboured under the pressure 
of a burthen which he was luiable to remove. 
.Tins gave a peculiar tone to his policy. To pro- 
cure money became his habitual pursuit.: itenter^ 
Into all his measured as the prinqipal» or» at least, 
as an important, object: it dictated to him the 
match with Portugal and the sale of Dunkirk to 
fiance ; and it seduced him into that clandestine 
cqmspondence and those pecuniary bax^gains with 
the French monarch, which have left an indelible 
stain on his memory. 

8°. Though the kiiigdom presented everywhere Reports of 
tjm appearance of tranquillity, the different parties ^^^^^ 
oontinued to look on eadi otiier with jea]^y and 
apprehension. That there existed many, who, if 
they had possessed the means, wanted not the will, 
.to overturn the royal government, cannot be 
doubted ; and these^ by the .imprudence of their 
language or their carriage, might occasionally min«* 



*• Sir P. VTarwick shewed that, of the yearly sum of 1,900,000/. 
voted by the cooTention parliament, no more than 900,000/. per 
atMUim was ever -received* Pcpys, Diary, iL Ml. ^ 
VOL. XII. 1) 
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CHAP, ister just cause of suspicion ; but, on the otber 
' Wi' ^^^^ there were also many, whose credulity was 



■ ■ as extravagant as their loyalty ; who could disooveir 
traces of guilt in conduct innocent or indifferent ; 

and who daily besieged the council board with the 
history of their fears, and with denunciations of 
Ireason. Most of these informers met with de- 
served n^lect ; hot to some it was thongbt that 
greater credit was due: the king communicated 
their discoveries to the two houses ; arrests were 
ordered, and convictions and executions followed. 
It has often been asserted that these plots had no 
reid existence ; that they were fabricated by the 
ingenuity of Clarendon, who sought, by exciting 
unfounded alarms* to procure the sanction of par- 
liament to the measures which he meditated against 
the non-conformists. But the authors of this 
charge^ so disgraceful to his character, were men, 
whose sufierings on the score of religion made 
them his enemies, and who never supported their 
assertions with any satisfactory proof; nor is it 
nndeserving of remark that» at the very same time, 
the royalists suspected him of a secret connexion 
with the republicans, because he received their in- 
formaHons with an air of coldness, and with e&- 
pressions of disbelief 
The Jung ' These reports and proceedings had, however, 
Jhe*e^cu- ^ considerable influence oi\ the temper of the two 
tion of the houses, aud turned their attention to the fate of 

other re- 

gl^jy^ 

•* See Monkton's accoiint. Lansdowne MSB. 988, f. 346. 
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tbe mtviyh^g r^ddes* who wete still detained chap; 
in prison* Of those who had heeh excepted from ^^^^ 
the penalty of death, all enjoying titles of honour , 
were degraded ; and tliree, the lord Monson, sir 
Henry Mildmay, and Kobert Wallop, on the SOdi 
ef Januasy, were pinioned upon hurdles^ And 
drawn through the streets with halters round 
their necks to the gallows at Tyburu. Of those 
who had surrendered in consequence of the pro-* 
damation, the punishment had been respited till 
furlliar order of parliament A bill for their im« 
mediate execution was now introduced, passed by i^^s. 
the lower house, and sent to the lords ; who read 
it once, es^amined the prisoners at their bar, and 
nerrer afterwards noticed the subject ^\ The fact 
Is, that these UBha[)py men owed their lives to 
the humaniiy of tlie kina;. " I am weary of 
hanging,'' he said to the chancellor, " except for 
new offences. Let the bill settle in the houses* 
that it may not come to me ; for you know that 
I cannot pardon them ** ^. 

There still remained Vaue and Lambert, Trials of 
who, though not actually guilty of the death of ^JJJvSto. 
Charles L» were considered as fit objects of 
pmusbmcmt. Lambert had been the last to draw 
the sword against the royal cause, and was still 
looked up to by the republicans as their nominal 
head. Vane» if. he had incurred ridicule by his 

^ C. Joiim. 1661, July 1; 1668, Jan. 87 ; Feb. 1, 3. L.Jouni. 

xi 375. 380. Popys, i. 2t3. 

See Clarendon 8 notes in Clar. Pap. iU. App. ulr'u 

D 2 
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CHAP, extravagance as a religionirt, was highly dii^ 
tingiiished by Mai abilities as a Btatesman. la 
M the first capacity, he had published books replete 
with j[>ious faiiaticism and uninteliigible theology; 
in the latter^ he stood without a rival as to mat* 
ters of finance and civil poli^» To his oomicils 
and foresight the cavaliers chiefly attribnted fke 
almost uniform success of their adversaries; but 
his great and unredeeming offence was one which, 
though never mentioned, could never be forgotten. 
He had been» at the> begiimiDg of the tnmbls8» 
tlie cause of the death of Strafford, by communi«< 
eating to Pyra the document which he had 
purloined from his father's desk. There was, 
however, this peenliarity in the case both of Vane 
and Lambert, that, though the convention parli»» 
ment had refosed to except them from the penalty 

1660. of death, yet, on account of the declaration from 
^P* ^* Breda, it had recommended them to mercy in the 

event of conviction, and the recommendation had 
been favonrably received by the king^. Chaiies, 
indeed, was disposed to leave them in prison 

1661. without further molestation ; but the house of 
'^^^ ^' commons ordered the attorney-general to bring 

Ihem to trial, and by three successive addressee 
i6«k extorted the royal consent*^. Their oondnct al 
* the bar presented a singular contrast. Lambert, 

who had so often faced his enemies in the held. 



M C Jouni. SSAug. 1660 ; Sep. 6, L, Journals, xi. 156. 
« C. .ToiinL .luly 1 ; K«t. S9» Ml } J» .10; Pdb. 19, 1669. 
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trembled at tbe light of a court of justice : Vane, CHAP. 
1V&0 had never drawn the flWord» braved with 
intrepidity the frowns and partiality of Ma ■■ . . ■ 

jndges. The first behaved with caution and 
modesty : he palliated his opposition to Booth 
and Monk, by pretending that he was ignorant o£ 
tlieir attachment to tbe house of Stuart; and 
appealed to the royal 1121 rcy to which he thought 
himself entitled by the kiug's proclamation and- 
answer to the address of the convention parlii^ 
meat. He reodived judgment of death ; but was. 
confined ior life to the* island of Guernsey, where- 
he beguiled the hours of banishment by the culti- 
vation of two arts in which he delighted, those of 
the florist and the painter* Vane* on the oOn» Jmw i. 
trary, boldly maintained the principles whh^ he 
had Ibnnerly advocated. He was, he said, no 
traitor. By the act which rendered the long par- 
liament indissoluble without its own consent, the 
two houses were raised to a power equal and co« 
ordinate with that of the king, and possessed a 
right to restrain oppreission and tyranny : by the 
war which followed between these equal authori* 
tiesy the people were placed in a new and unpro'i 
cedented situation, to which the former laws of 
treason could not apply : after Ifae decision by th* 
sword, "a decision given by that God, who, 
*^ being judge of the whole world, does right, afid 
** cannot do otherwise ", the parliament became 
de facto in possession of .the sovereign authority, 
aiid whcitever lie had done in obedience to that 
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QHAF, aiiibority was justifiable by Haud principles of civil 
166S. govelmmeiity and the statute of the llth of 
■ Hemy VII. He spoke mth a force of reasoning 

and display of eloquence which surprised the_ 
audience and perplexed the court; and the judges 
were reduced to lay doym this extraordinary doe^^ 
tnne^ that Charles, in virtue of the. succession^ 
had been king de facto, and therefore in posses- 
sion of the royal power, from the moment of his 
father's death. Hitherto by a king in possession*, 
bad been understood a king in the actuid exerdse 
of his authority, whidi Charles most certainly' 
was not; but the judges supported their decision 
on the ground that be was the only person then 
dainung the royal power: a miserable sophism, 
since the authority, the exercise of which 4M)nstiU 
tutes a king de flacto, was actually poeuessed by 
the parliament, which had abolished the very name 
and office of king^** 

' To Charles his conduct on this occasion waa 
represented as antadditional offence, a studied vin- 
dication of rebellion, a public assertion that the 
houses of parliament were the only supreme power 
in the nation. Those who had before petitioned 
irar his pardon united in soliciting his execution : 
llie king, they maintained, was no longer bound 
by the royal word ; even God himself refused for- 
giveness to the unrepenting sinner. His enemies 

^ St. Trials, vi. 119 — 186. But Vane did not nu rely obey the 
autliot ity in actual exercise of the supreme i)o\s cr ; he foimed a 
part of that authority, - keeping the king dejure out oi posfiessioo. 
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pftevailedy and Vtine tobmitted with dieerfUness CHAP. 

"I 

to fate. On the scaffold he displayed the same i^^^^ 
intrepid bearing which he had manifested at his ■ ' ' 
trial ; and was about to renew the advocacy of his 
pHncipleB to the spectators, when the tnuspets 
were sounded In his face, and his notes were de^ 
manded and taken from him by the sheriff. He juue u. 
suiiered on Tower-hill. It was the spot where 
the blood of his victim, Strafford^ had been shed ; 
and there he also fbU an expiatory sacrifice to the 
manes of that nobleman. The one began, the 
other, after an interval of one-and-twenty years^ 
closed, the list of proscription furnished by this 
period of civil discord ^. . 

41^; The feverish state of the public mind, agi- Coipon>^ 
tated by successive reports of plots and the pro- 
secution of real or supposed conspirators, enabled 
the ministry to carry a measure, which they deemed 
highly condudye to the stability of the restored 
government. Botii the presbyterians and cava- 
liers had given proofs of their attachment to the 
king ; but their loyalty was of a different order : 
the first sought to limit, the latter to extend, the 
powers of the crown ; the one looked on the con- 
stitution of the church as hostile, the other as 
favourable, to their respective views. In parlia- 
ment the cavaliers were triumphant ; but the go- 
vernment of cities and boroughs throughout the 



•7 Pepy^ i. S75. See the letter of Charles in Harris, v. 32. 
St Trials, vL 18T— 198. Ludlow, iiL 89, • 



Digitized by Google 



^ HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

CHAP. Idngdom was chiefly in the hands of the prabyto* 
1661. Hans. To dispossess them of tiiese strong-holde 

' became the policy of Clarendon ; and he accom- 

plished his purpose by the c<»;poration act, which^ 
1II0X. after much opposition, was passed into a law. By 
itf commissioners were appointed with the power 
of removing at discretion eveiy individual holding 
office in or under any corporation in the Jiingdom ; 
and it was required that all persons permitted to 
retain their situations shovild qualiQr them^hed 
by renouncing the solemn league and ^yenaat, 
by taking the oaths of allegiance and supremacy, 
and by declaring upon oath their belief of the 
nnlawfubiess of talcing up arms against the king 
on any pretence^whatsoever, and their abhorrenee 
of the traitorous doctrine that arms may be taken 
up by his authority against his person, or against 
ihose that are commissioned by him. With re* 
spect to Hie admission of future oflioers, the act 
moreover provided, that uo man should be eligible 
who had not, within the year preceding his elec-» 
tion, taken the sacrament according to the rite of 
the church of England. Qualifying tests had been 
first introduced into our law to exclude the Roman 
catholics : now the precedent w as urged to justify 
the exclusion of the dissenters ; the doctrine of 
passive obedience was established by authorily of 
itke legislature ; and the performance of a rdigioua 
duty was made an indispensible qualification for 
the holding of a secular oihce ^^ This act broke 

* St. 13 Car* 9. cap. i. par. iL 
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tin power of the presbyterians in the state; the OHAP. 
aet of ttniformit;^ drove them from the places which i/^^. 
they still retained in the church. ■ 

The king had promised that, preparatory to the Confer- 
comprehension of the dissenting brethren", the theSaror* 









liii 



ik of Common Prayer should be revised by a 



commission of divines from both communions. 

They met at the Savoy ; previous debates respect- March 
ing forms and pretensions occupied a considerable 
portion of time ; at lengthy the discussion com- 
menced with written pikers, and was subsequently 
eontinned in personal conferences. But the pres^ 
byterians demanded so much, the bishops were 
disposed to concede so littLe> that no progress was 
made; and when the commission (it had beenr 
limited to the duration of four months) was on the 
point of expiring, it was amicably agreed to dis- 
miss the minor subjects of controversy, and to 
confine the discussion to eight passages in the 
book» which in the apprehension of the dissenters 
could not be adopted without sin. With this view, 
the following question was proposed for debate : 
" Can a command be sinful, eiijoimng that which 
is not in itself unlawful" ? After a long and 
ftetlul altercation* neither party was convinced, 
and both joined in a common answer to the king, jyj^ 
that they agreed as to the end, but could come to 
BO agreement as to the means ^. 



^ State Trials, vi. 9.5— 4i History of Non-con tormity. 
Neal, ii. 601. In opposition to the bishops it was contended^ 
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OHA^. This was the conclusion which had been eac* 
166^ peded and desired* Charles had already satn- 
• moned the convocation, and to that assembly was 



ActofunU assigned the task which had failed in the hands of 
f jliby 8. the commissioners at the Savoy* Several of the 
bishops protested against any alteration ; but they 
were overruled by the majority of their brethren ; 
certain amendments and additions were adopted; 
and the book, iu its approved form, was sanctioned 
by the king, and sent by him to the house of 
Maj 19. lords ^. The «et of uniformity followed, by whieh 
it was enacted that the revised Book of Commott 
Prayer, and of Ordination of Ministers, and no 
other, should be used in all places of public wor- 
ship ; and that all beneficed clergymen should read 
llie service from it within a given time, and, at 
the dose, profess in a set form of words thdr 
unfeigned assent and consent to every thing 
*' contained and prescribed in it." To this decla- 
ration many objected. In obedience to the legisla- 
ture, they were willing to make nse of the booky 
tliough they found in it ai ticles and practices of 



that a oommancl^ ashling what !s lawlnl, may be itinfttl per ac- 
cSdem, or may be unlawiony commanded. The point to which 
the dispute referred was the kneeling at the communion* Id. 

The most important of these alterations were perhaps the 

following' : the insertion of the rubric respecting the posture of 
kneeling at the sacrament, the admission of persons not yet con- 
firmed to communion, and the dispensing with new married per- 
sons from the obligation of receiving the communion on the day 
of marriage, and of the sick from the obligation of confessing 
thdr tins, and receiving absolution. < . 
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the truth and propriety of wMchtiieydoub^ but CHAP, 
to assent and consent to what >the7 did not really j^^, 

believe or approve, was repugnant to the comTiion ' 
notions of honesty and cojiscieuce« An attempt 
was made to relieve them on the transmission of 
a bill to amend the act of uniformity from Hie 
lower to the upper house. The l<nrds added a de- 16«8. 
daratory clause, that the words assent and con- 
^ sent should be understood only as to practice and 
^ obedience to the said act^ ; but the commons 
instantly rejected the amendment ; the lords in a 
conference submitted to withdraw it ; and the only 
efiect of the controversy was to place beyond a 
doubt the meaning in which the subscription was 
understood by the legislature 
- There were two other clauses, which also gave 
offence. By one, it was provided that no person 
should administer the sacrament, or hold eccle- 
siastical preferment^ who had not received episco- 
pel ordination ; by the other, that all incumbents, 
dignitaries, officers in universities, public school- 
masters, and even private tutors, should subscribe 
a renunciation of the covenant^ and a declarati<m 
of the unlawfulness of taking up arms against the 
sovereign under any pretence. It was in vain 
that the lords objected : a conference followed ; 
the court came to the aid of the commons ; the 

Lords' Journals, xi. 573, 577. The duke of York and thir- 
teen other peers entered their protests against the amendment, 
becaiisc it was destructive to the church of .£nsi&Qd as then 
" established 
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CHAP, opi^tkiii yh^a abandoned ; and Ibe bill in Ha im-^ 
iMi. proved form received the royal assent**. 

Duinng the progress of this question, the lords 



^re^ibc! ^^^^ displayed a spirit of liberality which shocked 
Seoni DMMfe rigid orthodoxy of the lower house. 
They appealed to the dedaration from Breda.- 
That instrnment was an ofler made by the king 
as head of the adherents to the church and the 
throne, and accepted by the several other parties 
within the kingdom. It was virtually a compact 
between him and the people, which fixed the jiitki& 
of his restoration. The people had done their 
part in receiving him; it became him now to 
secure to them the boon which he had promised. 
That boon, as far as regarded religion, was liberty- 
to tender consciences, and freedom from molesta- 
tion on account of difference of religious opinion; 
two things which, it was apprehended, could not 
be reconciled with the disqualifying enactments of 
the bill. The manager for the commons replied^ 
that Uie declaration fhnn Breda had been mfsnn- 
derstood. ** Tender" was an epithet implying 
susceptibility. of impression from without; a ten- 



>"Bt. IS,14. Cw.iLe. Ir. Glaniidon, '158. In theconftfu 
' eiice between the houses much stress was laid on the opportunity 
which tutors possess of impressuig what notione they please on 
the minds of their pupils. To this circumstance was attributed 
the strong opposition made to Cromwell in parliament by the 
younger members ; for, dnring the commonwealth, the rlerg-y of 
the church of England supported themselves by teachin^^, and 
brouf^ht up their pupils in principles of loyalty. JUords' «four- 
ii&is, 447. 
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dor oonsdenoe was cme wbidt Buifimd ilielf to, he ohar 
guided bjrotbera; the Uberty.to teodier coiwdi^imp 

was therefore confuied to the misled and not — 



extended to the " rais-leaders ; it was granted to 
the flocks, hut not to the ministers. In aid of 
this, sophistical exposition, he also obsOTred, that 
the ded&Fation referred to the peace of the kiii^ 
dom, and to a future act of parliament, as if the 
act to be passed had been one to impose restraint, 
iiistead of granting indulgence", or the allusion 
to the peace of the kingdiMn had not been under* 
stood as an exception of the seditious and anarchi- 
cal doctrines promulgated by some of the fanatical 
preachers^. The act of uniformity may have 
been necessary for the restoraticm of the church 
to its former discipline and doctrine ; but if sucb 
was the iiiteiitioii of those vvlio foraied tlie decla- 
ration from Breda, they were guilty of iuiidelity 
to the king and of fraud to the people, by putting 
into kU mouth language, which, with the aid of 
equivocation, they might explain away; and by 
raising in fkem expectations, which it was never 
meant to fulhl. 

The triumph of the church was now complete. Bishops 
The bishops had already been restored to their ^ats^hf ^ 
seats in parliament, and the spiritual courts had ^Jj" 
been re-established. To the first of these mea- 
sures a strong opposition was anticipated from the 
united efforts of the catholics and preshyterians in 

^ Lords' Journals^ xi. 4i9. 
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€HAP. the house of lords : but of the catholic peers, one 
^^^^ <tDikYf the vificount Stafifordy voted against it ; and 
among' the presbjrteriana the opposition was coii<i 

fined to the survivors of those who had originally 
supported the bill iucapacitatii^ clergymeu 
the exerdse of temporal authority. The second 
was aoeom^shed with equal &dlity; lmt» at the 
same time, the ecclesiastical jurisdiction was imiv 
tailed of two of its most ohiioxioiLs appendages, 
the high commissioQ court, and the power q£ ad- 
ministering the oath ex officio^. 
Petition Among others, the English catholics had che« 
Sdolics!^ rished a hope of i>rofiting by tlie declaration from 
Breda ; and that hope was supported by the re- 
collection of their sufferings in the royal cause, 
and their knowledge of the promises made . by - 
Charles during his exile. The king was, indeed, 
well disposed in their favour. He deemed him- 
aeif bound in honour and gratitude to procure 
tbem relief ; he knew the execration in which th^ 
penal laws against them wiore held on the conti- 
nent, and had often declared his resolution to 
mitigate, whenever he should be restored to his 



8t> 13. Car. ii. c. 2, 12. Whoeyer will compare the account 
in Clarendon, 138| with the Journals, si. 279, 81, 83, will be 

astonished at the inacctiracies of the historian. In five material 
pointji, incKjding tlic principal part of his narrative, he is flatly 
.ccmtradicted by the testimony of the Joximals. So far was the 
bill from being detained in the house of lords, that it was for- 
warded through all its stages willi almost unprecedented rapidity. 
It was sent from the commons on Thursday, and passed by the 
lords on die Tuefldty foOowing. 
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ftAer's thfOQi^ the seYerity of such bBvbaroiiS' cHAPi 
«ll8ctmentB'^ In June, 1661, tiie catholks met 

at Arundel-house, and presented to the lords a ■ 
petition, complaining of the penalties to which'''"*®' 
tliey were liable for the refusal of oaths incom- 
patible with their religious opinions* The pres- 
hyterian leaders lent their aid to the eathoHe 
peers ; and Clarendon placed himself at the head 
of their adversaries. Not a voice was raised In 
favour of the statutes inflicting capital punish- 
ments ; but, after several debates, the house re- 
solved that ''nothing had been offered to move 
" their lordships to alter anything in the oaths of 
^ allegiance and supremacy In the mean time, June as. 
colonel Tuke ^ was heard at the bar against the June si. 
sanguinary laws ; and several papers etating the 
grievances and prayer of the catholics bad been 
laid ou the table. The petitioners claimed the 
benefit of the declaration from Breda, and ob- 
sei^ved, that the only objection to- their claim 
rested on the supposition that the acknowledge- 
ment of the spiritual supremacy of the pope im- 
plied the atlruission of his temporal superiority. 
Against this they protested. The doctrine of his 
tempoial authority was a problematieal opinion, 
admitted indeed by some individuals, but no part 
of the catholic creed ; and the petitioners (so far 
were they from holding it), offered to bind them- 



*^ Clarendoii, 140. 

** Sir G. Tuke, of Cressing Temple, in Essex. Pepys, i. 36i. 
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C H AF. selves 1^ . qatii to oppose with their lives and 
166*1. ^ forlojies, the pontiff himselfy if be should ever 
^ attempt to execute that pretended power, and 
** to obey their sovereign in opposition to all 
** foreign and domestic power whatsoever without 

reBtricUon 5 The house, having received the 
J11I7I6. report of a committee to inquire into <<theflaD«» 

guinary laws resolved to abolish the writ de 
haeretico inquirendo, and to repeal all the statutes 
which imposed the penalties of treason on catho- 
Ue clergjmieii found withm the j»ahn» or those of 
felony , on the barbourers of sudi dergymen, or 
those of premunire on all who maintained 
the authority of the bishop of Rome. But this 
m^ure of relief did not equal the expectations of 
the laity, who sought to be freed from the fines 
and fodeitures of recusancy ; and tbe whole pro- 
ject was quashed hy the cunning of an adversary, 
who moved and carried a resolution that no mem> 
.bar of the society of Jesuits should enjoy the 
benefit of the intended act Immediately discond 
spread itself among the petitioners ; pamphlets in 
favour of and against the society were published ; 
aud« on the one hand, it was contended that the 
,boon, with wbiatever exceptions it were clogged, 
ought to be accepted, and that the Jesuits were 
bound in decency to resign their own })retensions 
for the common benefit of the body ; on the other, 
that the distinction sought to be established in 



^ KeoDet'f Register, 476. 
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tk» bill was i^oondiees and ubjobW oud that, if cfiAP^ 
tiM catholicB ccmsented to pordiw relief £or them- j 
selves by the proscription of the order, they 
would entail on their memory the stigma of 
seftfitlmefis and perfidy. Amidst these alterea^ 
tioii6» the eommittee at Amiidel-faouitt wm dit- 
selved ; the progress of the bill wm smspeftded, At 
the request of the catholic peers ; and, in the suc- 
ceeding session, no one ventured to recal it to tile 
attentioii of parliament 

From the restoratioii of the royal attthoiity in 
England, we may turn to its re-establishment in 
Scotland and Ireland ; which countries, as they 
had not been mentioned in the declamtioti from 
jBfeda, depended for their aubse^ttcstt fate m the 
goodpleeanre of ^ sovareigii. 

With respect to Scotland, the first question sui)- Transao 
milled to the royal consideration waSy whether it sS^Sj^. 

>8 Journals, xi. 270, 28(i, 299, 310. Konnet's Register, 460, 
476, 48 1, 495. Orleans, 236. Letter from a Person of Quality 
to a Peer of the Realm, &c. 1661. Clarendon, in his account u£ 
this transacticm (p. 143)> tdk ui tlMit tlie Jesiritl wcra appre- 
bfliisiTe of being excluded from the ben^t of the act, and broke • 
up the committee at Anindd-bouse by dedaring^ tliat ''^ catholics 
" etfuldaot, with a good eoMoieooej defnlffr the pope of bis tem- 

poral ai^hority, which he hath in all kingdoms granted to Um 
''by God himself." But Clarendon is, as usual, incorrect; for 
they were actually excluded from the l)cncfit of the act (Jdum. 
310): and in thoir reasons ", published by them nt the time, 
they declare that ever since the year 1618 all Jesuits, by order of 
their general, are obliged, under pain of danmation, not to teach 
'* the doctrine" which Clarendon ascribes to them, ''either in 
*' word, writing, or print". Kemiet's Reg. 496. 

VOL.. XU. E 
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CHAP, should remain in its present state of an incorpo- 
1660; ratedrprbvince, or be restored to its ancient dif^ 
nity of an independent kingdom. By his English 

advisers Charles was reminded, tliat the Scots 
were the original authors of the calamities which 
had befallen his family : they were now a con- 
qnered and prostrate people : let him beware how 
he replaced them in a situation to display their 
accustomed obstinacy, and to renew their disloyal 
engagements. But the king cherished more 
kindly feelings towards, the land of his fatbi^rs, 
and willingly acquiesced in the prayer of the 
Scottish lords, whom loyalty or interest had drawn 
to his court. The survivors of the committee of 
estates, whom he . had named , previously to his 
disastrous expedition * into England in 1651-, 
received orders to resume the government of 
Scotland, and the earl of Middleton was appointed 
lord commissioner ; the earl of Glencairn^ lord 
chfuicellor ; the earl of Lauderdale, secretary of 
state ; the earl of Rothes, president of the coundH 
and the earl of Crawford, lord treasurer. The 
two first had repeatedly proved their loyalty in 
the field ; the other three had suffered a long im> 
prisonnient fdr their services under the duke of 
Hamilton ; of the five, Middleton chiefly possessed 
the confidence of the English cabinet, though 
Lauderdale,' from the pliancy of his temper, and 
his constant attendance on Charles, had won the 
personal affection of the monarch. 
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In « short time a parliament was summoned to c h ap 
aneetat?W9biirgh« The terrors of punisTiinent 
for past delinquenc y had been held out as a warning 
to the prudence of the members ; and the bouse P'-oceed- 
was found to be composed of cavaliere by principle, pallid 
OP of proselytes eager to prove the 'sincerity of 
«ieir new political professions. To obtain from 
such men a recognition of the legitimate rigbte of ^' 
the sov ereign was an easy task ;. but the commis- 
sion^, bad in View, an object of more difficult at- 
tainment. In his -opinion, the ro) a] authority 
could never be secure till the church, by the re- 
storation of the hierarchy, should be rendered 
dependent on the crown; and, for this purpose 
he undertook to exatt the prerogative, to demolish 
the covenant and the pretensions which had been 
built upon it, and to humble the pride, and curb 
the presumption, of the kirkmen. By a series of 
acts it was declared that the power of appointina^ 
the chief officers in the state, of calling and dist 
solving parliaments, of commanding the forces 
and of making treaties with foreign potentates' 
jesided solely in the king ; that without his assent 
.no ai!ts passed in parUaiilent could obtain the force 
Of law ; that it was high treason for subjects to 
rise, or continue in arms, without the santtion df 

» The proceedings of this parliament were aftemanJs called 
qi»«timi. becajiaeihe metobers neglected fo sign the covenant, a 
condition required by a law then in fowc, and declaring the con- 
sutution of parliament without it null and roid. K^kton sa 
From the habitual intoxication of MiddfetOO and hb frienda. H wa. 
called the drunken parliament. Id. 

£ 3 
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CHAP, hifl waUhcaaty ; that all assemblies under the pre- 
166*1. ^^"^ ^ treating of matters. of state, etvil or ee< 

— ^— clesiastical, were, if holden witliout his special con- 
aeaty contrary to law ; that neither the solenin 
leagae and covenant, nor the treaties arising out 
of it» could authorise nny seditious interference 
with the churches of England and Irdand ; that, 
for the future, no man should take, or offer to be 
taken by others, the said covenant without his 
majesty's special warrant and approbation; and 
that every individual holding Mee should sub* 
scribe a declaration of liis submission to these acts, 
and take an oath of allegiance, acknowledging the 
king to be '^supreme governor over all persons 
^ and in all cases The ministers had viewM 
these enactments, so rapidly succeeding each otlier, 
with misgivings and apprehension : they knew not 
how to reconcile with their consciences a declara- 
lioii which seemed to make the destiny of millions 
dependent on the will of a single man ; and they 
discovered in the oath an implied acknowledgment 
of the king's spiritual suprcrna( y, to the disherison 
of the kirk and of Christ. To their reptesenta- 
tions Middleton replied^ that the sovereign did not 
claim any ecclesiastical authority in " the word, 
" the sacraments, or the discipline but when they 
prayed that the explanatory epithet civil might 
therefore be inserted befcwe governor % he G<m-^ 
temptuously rejected their petition^. 

Sootthih Acts, p. 10, 9, S, 6, S, 45. Kirkton, 90. Wodrow, 
ai^-Ms, 96. App. TiiL BaiUie, ii. 449, 4<0. Burnet, i. 197—9- 
Oxford, 18SS, and Middlctcn'a Natratkm in MIsoeL Aul. 179. 
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• Emboldened by his sueom, the connnlBgionelr chap. 

Ventured to recommend a measure unprecedented ^^^j 

in the annals of Scotland. Though much had • 

been done to dear the way before him, the lawyers 
•tin diecorefed a multitode of kgal obstades to 
.tile accomplishment of his object; and» to save 
time and debate, he resolved by one sweeping and 
decisive act to annul all the proceedings of all the 
Seottish parliaments during the last eightniiid- 
twenty yeanr. The lord-treasurer and the yom^ 
duke of Hamilton objected, that two of these 
parliaments had been honoured with the presence 
and sanctian of Charles L and of his aon, and thai 
to rescind them would be to repeal the act of in** 
demnity, and the approbation of the "ens^agement". 
But Middletou replied, that on each occasion the 
king» though in possession of physical liberty, had 
been under moral restraint ; and that the alleged 
acts, laudabte as they were in their object, were 
grounded on motives so false and hy{)oc*ritical, as 
to prove a disgrace to the national legislation. 
His reasoning, or his authority, silenced his <^Maidi88. 
ponents ; the rescissory act was passed ; and at one 
blow every legal prop of the Scottish kirk was 
levelled witii the ground. The ministers looked 
around them with astonishment* They met in 
Several eofunties td consult and remonstrate; but 

A ion of the marquess of Douglas, who obtained the title in 
consequence of his marriage with the heiress of the late duke of 
Hamilton, with S0,000l. out of the customs of Leith. fiaillie, 
ii. 448. 



Digitized by 



54 



HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 



• CHAP, their synods were eveiywfaere dispersed or sus- 
1661. pended by the authority of the govemmeiit^. 

Another object of the commissioner, subsidiary 

Triftl of 

Ar^ter to the former, was to intimidate by examples of 
punishment. In England, the demands of justice 
had been satisfied with the blood of the regicides : 
to expiate the guilt of Scotland, a more iUastrioas 
victim was selected, the marquess of Argyle. No 
man had more deeply oliended in the opinion of 
the cavaliers ; they called for vengeance against 
the betrayer of his sovereign and the murderer of 
Montrose ; and they represented him to Charles 
as the most crafty and selfish of demagogues ; one, . 
who, under every change, whether he swayed .the 
councilB of the Scottish rebels, or placed the crown 
on the head of the true heir at Scone, or sat as a 
commoner inthe parliament of the usurper, Richard, 
had always contrived to conceal, under the mask 
of patriotism; his only real object, the aggrandize* 
ment of his family. The moment he arrived in 
im. London, to pay his court to the restored monarch, 
Jttlj 7. be was secured and conducted to the Tower ; his 
petition for a personal interview was refused 
through the influence of thosewho were acquainted 
with his insinuatino^ manner, and the easy teni])er 
of the king; and Charles, to escape from the 
painful task of deciding on his fate, sent him back 
to Scotland, to be tried by his countrymen, or 



Scottish Acts, p. 8tf. Wodrow, 87, 31—34. Burnet, 199. 
Mlscel. Aul. 183. 
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rather by his enemies in parliament *\ From them» GHAP- . 
Axg7le had no reason to expect either justice or ^^g^ 
mercy. He firsft sought to ohtain delay, by so- — — '-^ 

liciting a commission to examine witnesses ; then 
abandoning. all defence, threw hiiruselt' on the mercy ^(il>- 1^* 
of the sovereign ; and, when his submission was 
rejected as unsatisfactory by the parliament, claim- ^• 
ed the benefit of the amnesty formerly granted at*'*'**^^* 
Stirling. To this, in opposition to the remon- 
strances of Middleton, Charles declared that he was 
fully entitled; and thus the charge' against hiin 
was confined to offences alleged to have beeii com- 
mitted since 1651 ; which were, that he had re^- 
peatedly employed defamatory, and traitorous lan« 
guage ill, speaking of the royal family ;' that; he 
had obtained a grant of 12,000/. - fixim Oliver 
Cromwell ; that he had given his aid to the Eng- . 
lish invaders against the liberty of his country ; 
and that he sat and voted in the parliament of 
Richard -Cromwdl/ which had passed a bill abjur- 
ing the right of the Stuarts to the crowns of the 
three kingdoms. It was replied, that of tlie words 
attributed to the accused, some had never been 
uttered by him at aU, and others were suteeptiUe 

** WarriBtoii and Swmtoii were almoet a» o<Uou8 to the cavaliers 
as Argyle. The first escaped' the search of hb enemies, the 
'second was discorered and appiefaended. But the zealous and 
itubhom covenanter dwindled into a meek and humble quaker, 

and by the iiii^'^enuousness of his confession saved his life, though 
he forfeited his estate. The witlings, however^ contended that, 
if he had not trembled, he never would have quaked, fiaillie, ii. 
Kirkton^ 9S, 9. Wodrow, 86. 
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CHAF^ of a very innocent meaning ; that the money had 
1^1^ been received from CromveU^ not aaa rarard £nr 
— serviees rendered to the iiBurper» but as a eom* 

pensatien for losses suffered by the maiquess ; and 
that the laws whidi prevail under a legitimate 
goveffDmenty ought not to bia atrictlf applied to the 
eoodttct of snljecta during a temporary iisiirpi»<i 
ik>n ; because, though it were treasonable to O0JCh» 
cur in transferring the sovereign authority to an 
unjust poseessor, it might he meritorious to eson 
ploy the authoritgr so transferred for the good of 
the coaBlr7. Now this was the case of Argyle* 
He sat, indeed, in l^ichard's paiiiainent ; but he 
eat there, not to support the usurper* but to pror 
enre a diminiition ai the taxes unposed upon Seot* 
'laad» to prevent the incorporation of the eountry 
with England, and to lend a helping hand to the 
restoration of the legitimate inouarch. For soraQ 
time his fate remained in suspense : it was decided 
by the arrival of a small parcel of four or fivelet« 
im, formerly writtenby him» partly to Monk, partly 
to other Cromwelliaii ufiicers'*'*. With their purport 
we are not accurately acquainted ; but the result 
prom that they contained strong asswtionft of 
enmity to the king, or of attadiment to the pro* 

• ThatAeM lettew wei« fumiaiied by lfoDk,i8, 1 tlM>Tk- 
tMiowly pnrMd by Laiiig, iw* 41S: Kmt fiur UMsy weie lellien 9i 

friend sliip and confiiienoe,'' appeals, to me very iincOTtai*. 
Tkough Buniet and Cunnlnghame represent Monk and Argyle as 

livmg- in habits of frif^nrUhip, the documents in Thurloc show that 
they were distrustful oi each othu* Thadoe, y» 6&4 ; vi 9Ai ; 
vii. 584. ' ' 
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tector, Tlievwcferaadinthelioiise; fatefinends, CHAP, 

I. 

1661. 



oppressed witk sliatne and despair, retired ; and ^' 



judgment of death was pronounced against the un- ■ 
fortunate aobleiiiau. Still, could he have appealed 



to the kio|^ his life would probabijr liaTe been MtrM. 
epared^ bst Ins judges allowed bim miiy ferlyv 

eight hours to prepare for death, and he emph )\ ed 
them in seeking from God that mercy which was 
refused to him by man. In the fervour of his 
prayer, he thought that he heard a voiee» sajdni^ 
** Son, be of good cheer, thy sIds are forgiven thee;*' Anddeath. 
and, under this persuasion, he mounted the scaffold 
with an intrepidity which disappointed the malice May 27. 
of his eaeiaiesy and expressed an attachment to the 
covenant, which raised him to the rank of a martyr 
in the estimation of the kirkmen. His head was 
struck off by the maiden, and fized on the same 
spike which had supported .that of his reputed 
victim^ Montrose^^ 

That the forms of justice were violated in this 
celebrated trial, no one can doubt. Whatever- 
may have been the offences of Argyle, they were 
not jndkiallf proved. But he had rendered hinf^ 
self odious to the cavaliers by hia strenuous ad- 



« State Tmh, v. iaaST*^1508^ BaiUie^ it i$h a. JikkUm, 
•VtO^ Waaixan, 49^7. App^ 8&— S* 30^45^ Ckrcudoo, 
68, 218. Buniet;, L 807—14. At the game time the parllameat 
*f thought fit to honour Montrose his carcase with a glorious 
" second burial, to compcnse the dishonour of first, and with 
*' him one Hay, of Dclgattie (a ilagitious papist), 9oA ooe of 

his colouels ". lsiri(ton, is^^. 
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■cHAP. vhtsttey of the covenant; to his countrymen, 
1661. subserviency to their English conquerors; 

' and to the more moderate part of the clergy, by 

. his adhesion to the remonstrants. It was sup- 

• . , pidsed that his- death had been hastened by his 
enemies^ as much through the hope of eniSdiing 
themselves from the wreck of his fortune, as for 
the gratification of revenge. But Charles rescued 
his vast possessions from their grasp, and gave 
^em back, with some exceptions, to his eldest 
. 6<m, whom he created earl of Ai^le^. 

Oth^ ex- The execution of this nobleman was followed 
. ' by that of Guthrie, one of the most violent and 
influential among the protesting ministers. He 
had formerly ezoommunieated Middletbn, had 
joined the western remonstrants, and been one 
of the co!n]>ilers of the tract, entitled ** The 
" Causes of God's Wrath" ; and since the restora- 
tion, he had called, in defiance of the committee 
of estates, a meeting to remind the king of the 
duties imposed ' on him by the covenant, and to 
warn him against the employment of malignants 

April 11. ia his service. He attempted to vindicate his 
conduct by appealing to the confession of faith, 
the national covenant, the solemn league and 

The young Argyle, in a prhrate letter to the lord Dufifers^ 
complamed m no very measured terms of the commissioner and 
the parliament. The letter was interceptedj and the writer 
accused of learingvftakit^, which by the Scottish law was a ca^ 
pital oflimce. The parliament condemned him to death ; but 
Charies granted him a pardon^ and, after some time, discharged 
him &om prison. Kirkton, 143. 
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covenant, and the unbending opposition which he chap. 
had always offered to the usurpation of the i^q^^ 
Cromwells. But it was resolved that one of the — — 
cler^ should suffer as an example to the rest ; 
and his colleague, Gillespie, who, by the turbu- 
lence of his zeal, and his proud contempt of the 
dvil .authority, had earned an equal, if not a 
better, claim to the crown of martyrdoin, de- 
scended from his high pretensions, and submitted 
tO: fiiolidt the royal pardon, on condition of pro- 
moting the cause of episcopacy^ Guthrie ap> 
peared on the scaffold with an air of triumph, 
and harangued the spectators in his usual tone of 
invective- and enthusiasm. He declared that God 
was wroth at the sins, of * the people; he threat- 
ened them -wiHi the worst of the divine judg- 
ments ; and foretold that the candlestick of the 
Icirk would be removed out of its place, a pre-t 
diction which was verified sooner, perhaps,- than 
he expected. In company with him perished the 
third and last victim, a captain Go van, who had 
laid down his arms at Hamilton, and deserted to 
Cromwell.' Why he was selected to suffer in 
preference to so many others, no one knew ; but 
it was generally thought that his offence might 
have been passed over without notice, on account 
of the utter insiguihcance of the man'*^. 

On the first news of the king^s restoration, the Restora- 
Scottish ministers had most anxiously deprecated b^ops. 

47 Baillie, ii. i^o, 7, 453. Kirkton, 109, 110, 111. Wodrow, 
47—70, T7. App. 47. Burnet^ i. 214. 
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CflAP. the extension to Scotiand of the indulgence to 
i^i, tender conadences promieed by him at Breda; 
in the cowse of a year they were compeiled to 
Bolidt for themselves, and to solicit in vain^ that 
indiilgeuce which they had so sternly refused 
to others By the 16th act of the seasiou the 

settling and securing of ehurch goveramentt. m 
** might be consistent with scripture, monaidiyt 

and peace", had been eiitruated to the king ; 
Middletou now assured him that the restoration 
of episcoimcy was the earnest wish of the naiioo; ; 
and a prodamation soon announeed the royal 
intention of gratifying that wish, and at the same 
time prohibited all meetings of synods and pres- 
Sep. 6. byteries. Of tlie fonner prelates, Sydserfe alone 
survived; but he was a maa of no estimation 
with either p«rty ; and though his ambition as* 

pired to the arcliiepiscopal see of St. Andrews, lie 
was compelled to content himself with the dis- 
tant hiahqpric of Orkney. The first dignity in 
the restored hierarchy was given to one whose 
elevation filled the ministers with rage and de- 
spair — to Sharp^ who had been sunt to London 
as their agent for the purpose of preserving tha 
independence of the kirk, and who now returned 
wearing the arehieposcopel mitre, the lord of his 
former equals,, and the subvertcr of their s])iri- 
tual rights. In revenge, they pried into the 
JsaiUies of his jMrivate, and condemned him of 
perfidy in public, life. The charges of inconti- 

*• BaUlit*,ii.4i9. \V oUiow, iiitrod. 21^ 2. App. to du. 67. • 
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fi^ncy and infanticide tnay^ with probabiHty be c H ap. 
attributed to the malice of his enemies ; but the lui, 

result of his luission, so advantageous to himself, " 
so disastrous to his employers, must throw 
doubts on his integritj ; and few will gire credit 
to his assertions that he served the kirk faith- 
fWIy while there remained a chance of success, 
and only accepted the archbishopric, when he saw 
that his refusal would leave it open to the am- 
bition of men of violent and dangerous prmcipleid. 
By his advice, Fairfonl was named to the see of 
Glasgow, Haniilton to that of Galloway, and 
Leighton to that of Dumblain. The two first 
never equalled the expectations which they had 
raised; thethiid^ son of the Br. Leighton/ who 
under Charles h suffered as the author of Zion s 
•* Plea against Prelates*', was so distinguished by 
his piety, disinterestedness, and leamiug, that the 
enemies of episcopacy could offer no other objee-> 
tion against him, than that he was in heart a 
papist. The four prelates were summoned to the 
English capital to receive episcopal ordination, 
^ a flower not to be found in a Scottish gardine" ; 
they were consecrated at Westminster by Shel- 
don, bishop of London, and i^e event was cele- 
brated with a banquet, the luxury and splendour • 
- of which afforded matter of censure to their 
opponents, and scandalized the simplicity of 
Leighton. From the English capital they hasten- 
ed to their own country ; at Edinburgh they May 8. 
were received in solemn procession^ the parliament 
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CHAP, invited them by deputation to take their seats iu 
i«6i. liouse, and an act was passed restoring them 



it 



to the exercise of the episcopal, function^ pre- 
cedenee in the church, power of ordipation, 
** infliction of censures, and all other acts of 
** church discipline" ; and ordaining that, " .wha|;^ 
ever should be determined by his majesty with 
their advice and that of other dergymen no- 
minated by hini, in the external govjernment 
and policy of the church, should t be v^i^ and 
« effectual". In a short time the number of pre- 
lates was augmented to fourteen, and all minis- 
' ters, who had entered on their livings since the 
year 1649, were ordered to receive collation from 
their respective bishops under the penalty of de- 
privation^^. 

Recaiof To gild this bitter pill, the commissioner ad*- 

Ibh garri- vised the king to withdraw the English forces 
fiona. f,.Qjjrj Scotland. This he thought reasonable, and 
his English counsellors, though they still wished 



'*9 Baillie, ii. 459, 460. Kirk ton, 81, 5, 135—8. Miscel. Aul. 
184. Wodrow, i. 96—163, 114, 116. App. 52. Clarendon, S13. 
Bumetj L S89r-88. . Tl|e English bishops would not allow of th^ 
piesbyterian oidinations^ nor admit that episcopacy, as the pleni- 
tude of the sacerdotal diaracter, necessarily included the Ipwer 
ozders, a principle on which Spotiswood, io die reign of, James L 
had been cdDsecrated bishop without receiving the uiferior' orders. 
On tills account Sharp and Leighton, who had not receired 
episcopal ordination, were cornpelltd to receive the orders of 
deacon and priest, preparatory to that of bishop. But, on their 
return to ScoUand, they acted on the principle previously 
adopted at the consecration of Spotiswood. Buniet, i. S37. 
Wodrow, i. 102, 3. Kirkton, 187. • * ' 
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to keep their northern neighbours under the yoke^ CHAP, 
reluctantly acquieidced, in the- ptdi«ure. of their 
sovereign.. The gaAris<ni8 wm., r^i^^ed^aiid the » > 
fortifications^ the badges of Scottish slavery, were 
demolished. Suchj to Scotland, was ^he imme- 
diate result of the restoration; ; t}^e nation re-j 
covered its civil, and lost its eQcilesiasti<»l inder 
pendence ''*!;''. 

II. The reader is aware, that in Jreland a new Transac- 

♦* * 

race of proprietors had arisen, soldiera and adven- i^^J, 
turers ,of. English birth, who, during, the late 
revolutionary , period, . had- sh^uis^. ' .among them- 
selves the lands of the native^; whether ro3rallst9 
or catholics. On the fall of Richard Cromwell, a 
council of oncers w.as established in Dublin ; these 
summoned a cpnveaidon of deputies from the pro- 
testant proprietors ;^ and th^ convention tendered 
to Charles the obedience of his ancient kingdom 
of Ireland. It was not that the members felt 
any strong attachment to the cause of royalty ; 
they had^been nmong-the most violent and enter? 
prising of* its adversaries; but their fear of the 
natives, whom they had trampled in the dust, 
compelled them to follow the footsteps of the 

English parliament. To secure the royal protec- 

I ' ■ — - — — — — — 

s^ CIaremlon, 213^6. Burnet, i. 183. Wodrow, 107.. To 

divert the attention of the more fervent from these changes, they 
were exhorted to exercise their zeal against papists and witches. 
Ail the acts against the former were ordered to be put ia execu- 
tion, and coniaiissioners, to search fw the latter, were appointed 
in almost every parish. Multitudes were executed for this iina<- 
ginary offence* Wodrow, 107^ 8^ 9. 
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CHAP, tion, thej inade the king an offer of a considerable 
1^1^ sum of money, assured him, though falsely, that 
■ the Irish catholics meditated a general Jnsumo- 
tlon, and prayed faim to sumnMNi a protestsiit 

parliament in Ireland, which might con tu rn the 
existing proprietors in the undisturbed possession 
of thdr estates. The present was graciously 
accepted ; and the penal laws against the Insh 
catholics were ordered to be strictly enforced; 
but Charles was unwilling to call a pariianieut, 
because it would necessarily consist of men, whose 
principleSy both civil and reiigioos, he liad been 
tai^ht to distrust 
Rfistom- The first measure recommended to him by his 

tion of 

biflhop«» English advisers, with respect to Ireland, was 
the re-establishment of episocqpacy. For this no 
legidlatire enactment was requisite. His return 
had given to the ancient laws their pristine 

authority, and bv those laws no other form of 
church government was acknowledged. In virtue, 
therefor^ of his supremacy, Cliarles directed the 
surviving bishops to take possession of their 
respective dioceses, nominated new prelates to 
the vacant sees, and authorised them to reclaim 
all ecclesiastical property which had fallen into 
the hands of laymen. The ministers petitioned 
against this measure ; and, had the recent settlers 
been true to their principles, a most founidable 
opposition would have been raised. But mam- 
s' Clar. Contin. 67. 
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mon got the better of conscience : they dared not iU UAP* 
provoke a monarchy on whose pleasure they de- 
pended for the preservation of their lands ; and, n . 
in a short time, the episcopal hierarchy was 
quietly restored to the enjoyment of its former 
rights, and the exercise of its former junsdic* 
tion.". 

• To this, a work of easy accomplishment^ sue- Dispute* 

CL'cded a much more difficult attempt, — the settle- ingiandca 
ment of landed property in Ireland. The militaiy, P'^ope^tj. 
whom it was dangerous to disoblige^ and the 
adventurers, whose pretensions had been sane*- 
tioned by Charles I., demanded the royal con- 
firmation of the titles by which they held their 
estates ; and the demand was opposed by a 
multitude o£ petitioners claiming restitution or 
4MMnpensation ; by officers who served in the royal 
army before 1649, and had not yet received th^ 
arrears of their pay ; by protestaiit loyalists, 
whose property had been confiscated under the 
isommonwealth ; by catholics who had never joined. 



<• Clar. 105. 

^ Charles I. bad given his assent to the first act (17 Car. jU), 
but the parlianient bad afterwards. In 1643, passed the doublmy 
ofdimnce, by which, wboever advanced one*lbartii mora on his 
ori^nal subscription, reoeiTed credit for twice the amount of the 
whole sum actually furnished. The subscriber of 1000/., hj 
adding 250/., became creditor to the amo\int of 2500/., and was 
entitled to lands in Ireland of that value. Where the original 
subscriber re'tiscd, any other person might advance the fourth, 
and receive the whf)]o hcnciit arising- from the advance, wi.ich 
the first had forfeited. Carte's Ormond, ii. '224. In the settle- 
ment of Ireland all claims of doubling were rejected. 

VOL. XII. F 
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€HAP. the confederate assembly at Kilkenny, or had 
1661. ^i^thfiiUy observed the peace concluded with Or^ 



mond, or had served under the royal banners in 
Flanders ; by heirs, whose estates had been for- 
feited on account of the miscouduct of the last 
holders, though they were but tenants for life ; 
by widows, who had been deprived of their 
jointnres ; and by creditors, who could no longer 
recover on bond or mortgage Humanity, 
gratitude, and justice, called on the king to listen 
to many of these claims. He sincerely deplored 
the miserable state of the Irish natives, whom tha 
republicans had swept from the soil of their birth, 
and " transplanted " on the barren district be- 
yond the Shannon; and he deemed himself bound 
in honour and conscience to protect -the interests 
of the loyalists, who had fdlowed him in his eadle 
abroad, or at his command had left the service 
of foreign powers to form the royal army <m the 
continent ^^ 

Theking^t From an estimate delivered to the kii^, it ap- 
^^^"^^ peared, that there still remained at his disposal 
forfeited lands of the yearly rental of froiii eighty 
to one hundred thousand pounds; a fund suffix 
dently ampler it was contended, to **rq>riae*' or 
compensate all the Irish, really deserving of the 
1660. royal favour. Under this impression, Charles 
KoT. so. published his celebrated declaration for the settle- 
ment of Ireland. It provided, that no person 

Oar. 60—66. » Clar. lis. 
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lierivliig <lrotii the JulV^tfeOteii xM&e the <!haI^. 

pai^Uam^nt, the soldiers vaaAet the common^ 

wealth, should be disturbed in the possession of ■ 
his lands, without receiving an equivalent from 
the fund for nepriiialB ; that all inliocetifs^ Whether 
protestatits or catholics, that is, persoliB who had 
never adhered either to the parliament or the con- 
federates, should be restored to their rightful 
estates ; and that of those who claimed under the 
peace of 164B, such as had accepted locations in 
Clare and Connaught, should be bound by their 
own acts, compulsory as those «nc ts had been ; but 
the others should recover their former posses- 
sioQS) or receive lands of equal value. 

To this arrangement was appended a list of the 
qualifications of innocence, but so constructed lls 
to exclude from the beneht of that plea the greatest 
possible number of catholics. Not only to have 
lopoily adhered to the confederates, but even to 
hai^e corresponded with them, or to haVfe derived 
advantage from the treaties concluded between 
them and Ormond, or to have lived quietly at 
home, if that home was situated within the quar* 
tm of the confederates, were to be taken as con- 
clusive evidence of guilt, and tak effectual bar to 
relief^. 

The subject now came before the Irish parlia* 
ment. The commons, who had been returned by 
the preponderating influence of the soldiers and 



Irish Statutes, U. 239—348. Carte's Ormonde ii. Sie. 

F 2 
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CHAP, adventureniy voted that the declaration should be 
I. 

1661. 



^' passed into a law ; but by the lords it was con- 



tended that snch a law would reduce the old 

families, both catliolic and protestant, to a state of 
penury, in order to establish a new and upstart 
JuiM 18. interest in Ireland. By order of the former, 
a deputation of the house proceeded to London to 
lay the draught of a bill before the king in coun- 
cil ; but the lords appointed four commissioners 
to oppose some of its provisions ; and the catholics 
seieed the opportunity to petition by agents in their 
own favour. 

The par- The contending parties were repeatedly heard 
bdbreSe Charles himself ; and the Irish had reason to 
council. ei:pect a favourable result, when they marred their 
cause by their imprudence ^. In the ardour of 
declamation, they not only defended themselves, 
but assailed others. Wliy, they asked, were tlu v 
to be deprived of their estates in favour of rebels 
and traitors? Because, it was answered, they 
stood there covered with the blood of one hundred 
thousand protestants massacred by them during 
their rebellion ^ . lliey, i udeed, denied the charge ; 



a See Ormond'e tettelr in Cartel, ii. 933. 

<• Walsh (Irish ColouiB Folded^ p. S.) asserts that tlieir op- 
ponents raised the number to three hundred thousand* Mrs. 
Macauley (Hist. vi. 62.) tells us that " no attempt was made by 
" the papists to disprove the assertion" respecting the massacre. 
Most assuredly she could never have heard of the several tracts 
written at the time, and provoked by this charge, such as, The 
Irish Colours Folded, by P. W.; A Collection of some of the 
Massacres and Murders Committed on the Irish &ince 1641 : or 
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they retorted it in the face of their ajcduers; CHAR 

murder was a (Time with respect to which they j^^'j 
were more sinned against than sinning. Their 
only wish was that an inquiry should be instituted ; 
and that the real mnrdereni, whatever were their 
religion, should be ezduded from the benefit of 
the bill of i^denlIlit^^ But the patience of Charles 
(he had hitherto attended the debates with the 
most edifying assiduity), was exhausted; he 
longed to withdraw himself frmn the recriminap 
tioiis of these violent disputants ; and on the dis- 
covery of an obnoxious paper, formerly signed by 
sir Nicholas Plunkett» one of the agents, ordered 
the doors of the council to be dosed against the 
deputies of the natives. The heads of the bill 
were then arranis^ed, returned to Dublin, and 16G«. 
ultimately passed into a law by the parliament May. 

But to execute this act was found to be a task Decisioiw 
of considerable difficulty. Qy improvident grants ^u^^^f 
of lands to the church, the dukes of York, Ormond, dainw. 



Walsh'i Reply to a Penoa of Quality ; or to a Person of Qualityli 

Answer; or his Letter to the Bishop of Lincoln, p. 225—830; or 
a Letter to a Member of Parliament, showing the Hardships, 
Cruelties, &c. ; or a Briefe Narrative of Cruelties Committed on 
the Irish, in Ireland's Case briefly Stated, p. 41, an attempt is 
made to prove that the mimher of persons murdered by the pro- 
testants exceeded by six times that oi liiu^e murdered by the 
catholics. 

<* Clar. lOS— 115. Carte, IL S45. Memoirs of Orrery, 67— 
70. The obnoxious paper was the copy of instructions from the 
supreme council in 1648 to their agent, to offer Ireland to the 
pope, or any catholic power, that would undertah;e to defend 
them against the parHament. Carte, ibid. 
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CHAF. aad Albemark, the earls of Orreiy» Montrath, 
1661. Kingston, Massafene, and sevml oihen, tlie fund 

■ for rc'prisalis had beeu almost exhaust cd ; and yet 
it was from that fund that compensation was to 
be Airniahed to the forty-nine officers, to the 
enslgnmcn, or those who served in FlaBdera, and 
lo the sddiers and adyentureni, who might ba 
compelled to yield up their plantations by the 
1663. court of claims. Among this class, indeed, a 
general alarm was excited ; for in the course of 
six months, during whicb the oommisBicners safte» 
Aug. 15. several hundred decrees of innocence had been 
issued, and three thousand petitions still remained 
for investigation. To secure themselves, they 
demanded an explanatory act: the duke of Ckh 
mond, now lord-lieutenant, repaired to London, 
and ten months were spent in useless attempts to 
reconcile the jarring interests of the different par- 
ties. 

Intrigiwi ■ From the very beginning of these transactions, 
Mcv^cn. actual occupants of the lands had displayed a 
bold defiance of decency and justice in their efforts 
to bring the cause to a favourable termination* 
l^ They had recourse to bribery. A fund of more 
than flO,000/. was subscribed, and placed in the 
hands of sir James Sheen, who hastened to Lon- 
don, and purchased at different rates, the patron- 
age and good offices of persons supposed to pos- 
sess influence in the council, or over the mind of 
the king". 2 To keep up the irritation of the 

*• Orrery, Letters, 101. Carle, il. S99. 



Dig'itized by 



CHARLES II. - 71 

pnbUc mliid against the Iriah CHAP. 

I* 

1661. 



lated reports of an intended rebdlion, fcNrwaided ^' 



1661. 



to the council informations respecting imaginary 
ptlot^y and, at length produced a treasonable letter 
•upposed to be written by one ckrgyman to ano- 
tber, and dropped by the latter^ as he made hia 
escape from the officers of justice. Many priests 
were immediately apprehended ; all catholic shop- 
keepers and mechanics were banished out of the 
pmdpal townsy and the houses of the catholii; 
gr^ntry were searched for the discovery <^ arma 
and ammunition. But the two clergymen, the 
supposed writer and receiver of the letter, boldly Dec so. 
came forward, and proved the foigery» to the ei^ 
tire satisfiMtloii of the council^ and tibie confiisioB 
of those who had fabricated the pretended conspi- 
racy^\ 3^ The Irish house of commons^ which 



m Oo tUs occMioa a piotMtatlon fif aUegkmoe, conpoied hf 
m^aid BtUingt, was approved at a piirate meeting in Dublin, 
and transmitted to London^ where it was signed by the principal 
of the Irish catholics in the capital^ one bishop^ several clergy, 
men, and many peers and gentlemen. By Charles it was gra- 
ciously received ; but certain pas'sa^Lcs in it were disapproved in 
Rome^ and censured by the imiversity oi Louvaiu. This did not 
prevent the leading^ catholics in Dublin from subscribing their 
names to a circular letter exhortiug tire laity to sign the protesta* 
tion or remonstrance. Qnnondj tunrever^ ordered the lettnr to bt 
suppressed ; and when other inBtraments were ofihred hhn^ similar 
m their olijectx but less ofibisire to the court of Home in theis 
languase^ i>e i^ected ibem aa imsatisfiictoiy* In 166S a synod 
of the clergy subscribed a new form, founded on the celebrated 
articles of the GalUcan church, but this he also refused to accept 
See Walsh, History and Vindication, &c. 97, 6U. What was 
Oimqad's real mot^e? " My aim ", he says in a private letter. 
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CHAP, was composed of persons deeply interested in the} 

1661. result, submitted to the approbation of the lord* 

t lieutenant a new code of ruks to be established in 



the court of claims. By him it was rejected, ou 
the ground that such rules would render the proof 
of innocence almost impossible ; and its authors^ 

1663. iii ^ jaomeiiL of in itatioii, moved and carried a 
Feb. 28. bold and dangerous vote, pledging the house to 
defend the protestants of Ireland against the un- 
just decisions of the commissioners. The conse* 
quenee was soon apparent. The knowledge of 
this vote awakened froai its slumbers the revolu- 
tionary spirit of the settlers, who had formerly 
borne commissions in the republican armies. They 
had won their lands with tlie sword, why should 
they not defend them with the sword ? Associa- 
tions were formed ; plans of attack were arranged ; 
and two plots, having for their object to seize the 
castle of Dublin, and secure the person of the 
Ifayss. lord-lieutenant, were defeated by the previous dis-* 
closures of soiiie among the conspirators. Of 
these, the greater part merited pardon by the 
humble confession of their guilt ; several suffered 
the penalty of death^. 
Final set^ The duration of this perplexing controversy at 
last induced the most obstinate to relax from their 

was to work a dWUbn among the Bomish clergy^ and I believe 
" I had a€coiiq[iBflhed it to the great security of the gorenunent 

and the protestants, and against the opporition of the pope, 

and his creatures and nuncios, if I had not heen remored \ 
Carte, ii. App. 101. 

" Carte, 861, 6, 6, 70. Orrery, Letteifs, 134. 
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preCensioiis ; and the 8oldiers» the adventurers^ CHAP, 
and the grantees of the crown, unanimously con- iqqi^ 

seated to augment the fund for reprisals by the 
surrender of one-third of their acquisitions. The 
king by this measure was placed in a situation, i&es, 
not indeed to do justice, but to silence the most 
iuipoi tunate or most deserving among the peti- 
tioners ; and, by an explanatory act» he gave 
to the forty-nine protestant officers the security 
which they sought, and added twenty catholics to 
a former list of thirty-four nominees, or persons 
to be restored to their mansion-houses, and two 
thousand acres of land. But when compensation 
had thus been made to a few of the sufferers, 
what, it may be asked, became of the officers who 
Lad followed the royal fortune abroad, or of the 
three thousand catholics who had entered their 
daims of innocence ? To all these, the promises 
which had been made by the act of settlement 
were broken ; the unfortunate claimants were de- 
prived of their rights, and debai-red from all hope 
of future relief. A measure of such sweeping 
and appalling oppression, is perhaps without a 
parallel in' the history of eiyilized nations. Its 
injustice could not be denied ; and the only apo- 
logy offered in its behalf,, was the stern necessity 
of quieting the fears and jealousies of the Crom- 
wellian settlers, and of establishing on a perma- 
nent basis the protestant ascendancy in Ireland 



Clar. lis, 134. Cartel 310—6. Irish 8t. vol. iti. S_1S7. 



Digitized by Google 



It8< 

quenoeB. 



HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

OHAP. Thcmgh, to fiudMtate the mcution of the aet^ 
iMi. it was pioTided that any doubt on its oonstnictioii 

should be interpreted in favour of the protestant 
party ; yet so many difficulties occurred, that se- 
veral years elapsed before the settlement was coin- 
pletely aooomplished. The ibUowing is the gene- 
ral result The protestants were previooslj in 
possession of about one moiety of all the profitable 
lands in the island : of the second moiety, which 
had been forfeited under the commonwealth, som^ 
tiling less than two<-thirds was by the act confirmed 
to the protestants ; and of the remainder, a porw 
tion almost equal in quantity, but not in quality, 
to one-third* was appropriated to the catholics ^\ 

' ' III! I I I II m i ■ I I 

^ Vttm a TtliuiUe MS. paper betotging to ShdHteM Gtacc^ 
|S>q., and pubUalw4 bj bim In his iatopesting Memoivt of U^ 

Family of Grace, it appears that the profitable landa finlbited in 
Ireland under the commonwealth, amounted to 7,708,237 statute 
acres, leaving undisturbed about 8,500,000 acres belonging to the 
protestants, the constant good affection men of the Irish, the 
church, and the crown, besides some lands never seized or sur- 
veyed. 

In 1675, the forfeited lands had been disposed of as foilows:^-* 

9aAMV£2) TQ TUS SKGLISU* 

Sti ACMS* 

Adventurers » 7%f^9n 

SoUiett 9^j9U 

Forty-nine officers 460,380 

Royal Highness Duke of York 169,431 

Provisors 477,873 

Ptiko of Ormoiid and CoL Butler's lands S57,516 
iilsbops' augmentations 31,596 



4,560,037 
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Decrees of innocence 1,176 ,520 

Provi^ora 491,001 

King's letters of restitution 46,398 

Noniinees in possession 68^360 

TVaosplaQtadon 541,580 



GBAWTBD OE SmOMO OW TO THE IftlSH. 



CHAP. 
I. 

1661. 



The forty-nine officers are those who dalmed artean for ser- 
vice under the king before 1649* The duke of York received a 
grant of all the laoda held by tiie regicides, who had been at- 
tainted. Provisors, were persons in whose favour provisoes had 
been made in the acts. Nominees were the catholics named by 
the king to be restored to their mansion-bouses and two thousand 
acres contiguous. Transplantation refers to the catholics whom 
Cromwell forced from their own lands^ and settled in Connaught. 

There remained 8S4,391 acres still unappropriated^ which 
wtte parts of towns, or po MO M c d by BngUih or Iriab without 
litfe; 9M, M Eecoint of aome doubts, had nevsf been set out. 
lien.S7--49. 
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MAREIAG£ OF THE DUKE OF YO&K — OF 1H£ KINO — SALE OF 

poNnmK--t]r]»vL«inrcx to tbwsxa coKtcisircKf— 'Act 

AaAIMIT COMTBKTICLBfl— WAB WITH THB UNIT8D P&O* 
VINCB8— OUAT KAVAL TICTOBY — THB PLAOUB IN LOmDOM— 
FirB*lflLB-ACT— OBSTINATB ACTIONS AT SBA<— OBBAT PIBB 
OF LONDON— PHOCBBDINOS IN PABLIAH8NT — ^INBUUBGTION 
IN aCOTLAND— >8BCmBT TBBATY WITH PBANCB— CONPBBBNCBB 
OPENED AT BREDA — THE DUTCH FLEET IN THB THAMBf— 
PEACE OF BAESA— FALL OF CLAAENDOM. 

CHAP. ^MONG the immediate consequences of the 

1660. restoration, nothing appeared to the intelligent 

observer more extraordinary than the almost in- 

^mor^- stantaneous reyolution, which it wrought in the 
<3r* moral liabits of the people. Under the govern- 
ment of men making profession of godliness, vice 
had been compelled to wear the exterior garb of 
virtue; but the moment the restraint was re- 
moved^ it stalked forth without disguise, and was 
every where received with wdcome. The cava- 
liers, to celebrate their triumph, abandoned them- 
selves to ebriety and debauchery ; and the new 
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loyalists^ that they might prove the sincerity of chap. 
their conversion^ strove to excel the cavaliers in 
licentiousness. Charles, who had not forgotten ' 

his former reception in Scotland, gladly availed 
himself of the opportunity to indulge his favourite 
propensities. That affectation of piety and de- 
corum which had marked the palace of the pro- 
tector» Oliver, was soon exchanged for a perpetual 
round of pleasure and revelry ; and the court of 
the English king, if inferior in splendour, did not 
yield in refinement and voluptuousness, to that of 
his French contemporary, Ijouis XIV. Among 
the females who sought to win his attentions, 
(and this, we are told, was the ambition of se- 
veral the first place, both for beauty and influ- 
ence, must be allotted to Barbara Villiers,. daugh- 
ter of viscount Orandison, and wife to a gentle- 
man of the name of Palmer. On the very day of 
the king's arrival in the capital, she established 
her dominion over his heart, and contrived to 
retain it for years, in defiance of the inconstancy 
of his disposition, and the intrigues of her rivals. 
With her Charles generally spent several hours of 
the day ; and, even when the council had assem- 
bled to deliberate in his presence, the truant 
monarch occasionally preferred to wile away his 
time in the bewitching company and conversation 
of his niistress 



• Reresby, 7. 

• "He delighted iii a bcvvitchiug kind of pleasure called sauii- 
« tering". Shefiield, ii. 78. 



Digitized by Google 



7S HIBTOBT OF STOLAND. 

CHAP. James and Henry, the dukes of York and 
iMO. OlocoBteFf religiously copied the examj^e set 
them by thdr sovereign and elder brother. But 



^^^^^ before the lapse of six months* Henry was boime 

ot James, to the gi ave ^ ; and soon afterwards it began to 
1660. ^ whispered at court, that James was married to 
ft woman of far inferior rank, Anne» the daughttf 
of the chahosllor Hyde. The duke had become 
acquainted Avith her in the court of his sister, the 
princess of Orange, to whom she was laaid of 
honour. Anne possessed few pretensions to 
beauty ; but wit and manner supplied the place 
of personal charms^: she attracted the notice of 
the youn^ prince, and had the address to draw 

1 6^9. from her lover a promise, and afterwards a private 
contract* of marriage. From the Hague^ she fol- 
lowed the royal family to England ; and^inafow 
months her situation induced James to marry her 
1660. clandestinely, according to the rite of the church 

Sep. 3. of England % and to reveal the important secret to 
the king* whose objections (for he heard it with 
pain) were soon subdued by the passionate impor<* 
tunity of his brother. To must fathers this alli- 
ance would have proved a subject of joy ; but 



t The king mourned in purple. Pep. i. 139. 

* La duchesse de York est fort laide ; la bouche extraordinaire- 
ment fetulue, et les yeux fort eraillez, mais tr^s courtoise. Journal 
de Monconis, p. 22. Lyons, 1 666. Hamilton says, that she had 
I'air grand, la tailie assez belle, et beancoiip d'esprit. Mhn. de 
Graianiont, i. 149, £dition de Cazin. Tepysj that she was a plain 
woman, like her mother, i. 188. 

^ Rennet's Register, from the council book. 381. 
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Hyde, with expressionsofaoger, the extravagance CHAP, 
of which might have provoked a ^ubt of its 
reality, affected to deplore the disgrace of the 
royal family, and advise^d Charles, after the pre- 
cedents of former reigns, to send the presumptuous 
female to the Tower. Unable to persuade the 
king, who» perhaps, laughed at his offidousness in 
secret, he confined, in virtue of his parental autho* 
rity, the undutiful daughter to a rooin in bis own 
house; while, by the connivance of one of the 
&mil7» probably the mother, James had free 
access to the cell of the captive,and sought by his 
assiduity, to console her for the displeasure, whe- 
ther it were real or pretended, of her father. 
Neither had the father much reason to complain. 
The king made him a present of 80,000/., and 
raised him, by the title of baron Hindon, to the 

peerage 

The choice of James was severely condemned Disap- 
by his mother, by his eldest sister, and by the theVoy^^ 
political enemies of tiie dianeellor. The princess family- 
of Orange, who had recently arrived in England, ^ 
declared to the king, that she would never yield 
the precedence to a woman, who had stood as a 
servant behind her chair. The queen-mother ia* 
dulged in terms of the bitterest reproach ; and 
hastened her promised visit to her children, that 
she might prevent, so foul a disgrace to the royal 



« Clarendon, 31, 3^. 
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V HAP. houses of England and France ^. Cliarles Berke- 
1460. ley, whether he was influenced by enmity to 

■ Hyde* or by the hope of making his fortune, came 

to their aid, affirming with oathis, that Anne had 
forni^-ly been his mistress, and bringing forward 
the earl of Arran, Jermyn, Talbot, and Kiiligrew, 
as witnesses of her loose and wanton behaviour* 
Lastly, divines and lawyers were produced, grave 
and learned casuists, who maintained in presence 
of the duke, that no priv^ate contract of marriage 
on his part could be valid without the previous 
consent of the sovereign. The resolution of James 
was shaken : he interrupted bis visits to Wor- 
cester-house, and assured his mother and sister, 
that he had ceased to look upon Anne as his law- 
ful wife. 

Oct 82. In a few weeks she was delivered of a son. 
While she lay in the throes of childbirth, her cour 

fessor, Dr. iMuriey, bishop elect of Worcester % 

" Sfip previously intended to come, that she might meet all lier 
children together, and look after her dower. Clar. 32 3G. It 
would appear, that the lands settled on her as her dower, had 
been hi a great measure shared among persons who had a hand in 
her husband's death. On inquiry, the present holders were fonnd 
to be Okejt Walton, Scroop, Norton, Pride, Whalley, Edwards, 
and Tichborae, the king's judges ; Dendy, serjeant at anns to the 
court ; Lambert, and Blackwell. Joum. of Com. 1660, June, 8S. 

9 Morley teUs us, that she was a^ustomed to receive the sacra- 
ment every month, and then proceeds thus: Always the daj 
" before she received, she made a voluntary confession of what 
" she thons^ht she had ofFended God in, either by omission or com- 
" mission, profcssiny her sorrow for it, a:?d promising amendment 
*' in it; and then kneeling down, she desired and received H>>sohi- 
" tion in the form and words prescribed by our church'" Morley 
apud Kenaet, Regibter 385. 
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standing by the bedside* adjured her Jn the name CHAP, 
of the living God, to speak the truth before the ^661. 



noble ladies, who attended by order from the ■ 
king. To his questions she replied, that the 
duke was the father of her child, that they had 
been contracted to each other before witnesses* 
and that she had always been faithful to his 
bed. 

For some days James had continued silent and Publicly 
melancholy. The birth of the child, and the as* hdged* 
isertions of the mother, revived his affection ; on Nor. lo. 
examination, Berkeley confesiicd that his charges 
against her were calumnies, and the duke, ashamed 
of his credulity* resolved to do her justice. He 
visited her at her father's house, sent for her ac- 
cusers, and introduced them to her by the title of 
duchess of York. They knelt, she gav e them her 
hand to kiss, and, acting up to the instructions of 
her husband, xiever afterwards betrayed any hos- 
tility against them'. One of her enemies, the prin- Dec. 24. 
cess of Orange, died ; and the (j^ueen-mother, at the 
request of the French minister Mazarin, who 
wished to conciliate the chancellor, desisted £rom 
her opposition. Anne was received by her at court I66I. 
with' a smiling countenance, and the appellation 
of daughter ; and the new duchess supported her 
rank with as much ease and dignity as if she had 
never moved in an inferior situation ^. 

9 See Clarendon's very nnnutto and ridlcukms account of the 
whole transaction, 28—40. P^Ji« i* 144, 90, 67, 69, 64, 6S, 
Mem. de Gram. i. 8SS-^1. 
VOL. XII. G 
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CHAP. This marriage was founded in affection: two 
1661. others followed^ the origin of which is to be sought 



- in the policy of courts. The treaty which Ma^ 

o^^e^^ zarin concluded with Cromwell had taught the 

princess French monarch to value the aid of that power by 

' which he had been enabled to conclude with honour 

and profit the long and expensive war with SpaiQ* 

Still Spain was a formidable rival : the existing 

peace was considered by the two cabinets as only 

a breathing time preparatory to the renewal of 

hostilities: and Louis* to secure the services of 

England under the restored dynasty, resolved to 

ailtivate the friendship of the prince whom, to 

gratify Cromwell, he had formerly excluded from 

his dominions. To secure this became* during the 

whole reign of Charles, one great object of French 

policy ; and tiie fu st step taken was the proposal,- 

through the queen-mother, of a marriage between 

Henrietta* the youngest sister of Charles* and 

Philip* the only brother of Louis. To Henrietta 

it opened a brilliant and seducing prospect ; by 

the English king it was received with joy and 

March 31. gratitude ; and the ceremony was performed with 

becoming magnificence* soon after the return of 

Pbrtu- the princess with her mother to France^. 

match Chailes himself, in 1659, with the hope of re- 
proposed. 

These reasons are assigned by Louis himself, as his motive 
for proposing the marriage. (Euv. L 61. Charles, by the marriage 
contract, bound himself to give his sister 40,000 jacobuses, by 
way oi portioQb and SOjPOO.as a present. DumonL vi> par* iL 
p. 3^4. 
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pairing by the assistance of France the loss which CHAP, 
his interests had suffered from the defeat of sir i^j.. 
George Booth, made the offer of his hand to the — — 
niece of the dardinal Mazarin ; but that niinistery 
having received au unfavourable account of the 
royal party in England, modestly declined the 
honour, as fflir above the pretensions and the 
trishes of his &mily. In a few weeks the tide of 
popular feeling turned in favour of royalty, and 
Mazarin sought to renew the negociation ; but 
the king's ardour for the lady had already cooled : 
to tecorer his crown, he wanted not the assistance 
of her uncle ; and he was unwilling to bind him« . 
self in the tranmiels of wedlock". After his re- 
turn, the more sober among his counsellors saw 
with pain the scandal which he gave by his amours; 
tiiey repeatedly and eamesfly advised him to 
marry ; and at last the example of his brother in- 
duced him to think seriously on the subject. But 
against the royal and princely families in the north 
of £urope he had, from some cause or other, con- 
tracted an invincible antipathy ; and to marry a 
catholic princess from the south was likely to 
shock the religious prepossessions of the majority 
of his subjects. From this state of indecision he 
was dr&wn by a tempting proposal, made through 
the Portugese ambassador, at the secret instigation 
of the French court. During the war between 
France and Spain, Portugal, with the aid of the 



" James, Memoirs^ i. 395. 
G 2 
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CfiAP; foiiiien had preserved its independence; bitf, hjr 

166U the treaty of the Pyrenees, Louis had bound hinfl- 
— " self to leave the house of Bragaiiza and its rebel- 
lioiis adherents to their fate. It was not, however, 
liis intention that Portngal should he ^ain in* 
corporated with Spain, and, aware that the king 
Alphonso, a weak prince under the guardianship' 
of his mother, could oppose no eMectual resistance 
to his more powerful foe, he suggested to the court 
of Lisbon a marriage between Donna Caterina, the 
king s sister, and Charles king of England. It 
would induce the English monarch to support the 
pretensions of his wife's family, and would open a 
new channel, through which France might for- 
ward assistance to Portugal without any manifest 
violation of its friendly relations wtih Spain 
The advice was adopted ; and Francisco de Mello, 

" Le premier de Boutenir les Portugais que je voyois en danger 
de flaccomlier blent&t satu oeU; le Mcond de me donner pitis de 
nunyea de lee atsistar moUntaie, si je le juge<»s n^ataire, non- 
obstant le traitiS des Pyrdifes, qui me le defenddt. LouiSj (EuTrea^ 
1 6S. It is amusing to observe bow tiie royal casuist proceeds to 
Justify this underhand dealingj the sending^ under false names^ of 
forces to the aid of a power, which he had bound hhnself by treaty 
entirely to desert. He tells us that the experienro of centuries 
had taught the French and Spanish courts to know tlie real import 
of the words employed in the treaties between them : that the ex- 
pressions "perpetual peace" and "sincere amity," &c. were used 
witb as little meaning as compiimenta fai ordUnary conversation ; 
And that neitber party expected any thing more from tbe otber 
than to abstain from manifest and public violations of the artides, 
wbile eadi remained at liber^ to influx on bis rival, by cbaides* 
tine and circuitous means, every iigury In his povrer. This neces- 
sarily followed from tbe great principle of self-preaervation. Ibid, 
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ambassador in London; offered with Uie prin- CHAiP. 
cess a dower of 500,000/., the possession of Tan- iH'^ 
gier on the coast of Africa, and of Bombay in the ' ' 
East Indies, and a free trade to Portugal and the 
Portuguese colonies. Charles consulted Hyde, 
Ormond, Southampton, and Nicholas; their advice 

concurred with the loyal inclinalion ; and De 
Mello was given to uuerstand that the proposal 
would be accepted'^ 

The treaty with this minister had not escaped Opposi- 

_ , _ __ . 1 y-, • I « ^ioii of the 

the notice of Vatteville, the Spanish ambassador, Spanish 
who the moment he discovered its real object, re- ^jj"**" 
presented to the king, that Spain would never 
forego her claim to the crown of Portugal ; that 
the Donna Caterina was known to be incapable of 
bearing" children ; and that a niarriage with her 
would infallibly lead him into a war, and deprive 
bis subjects of the Spanish trade ; but that, if he 
chose to take one of the two princesses of Parma^ 
Philip would give with either the dower of a' 
daughter of Spain. Charles began to waver ; he 
listened to the suggestions of the earl of Bristol, 
die enemy of the Portuguese match ; and that no* 
bleman proceeded by his order on a secret mission 
to the city of Parma. There he saw the two prin- 
cesses on their way to church, and nothing more 
was necessary to hasten his return. One was so 
plain, the other so corpulent, that he dared not 
recommend ^ther to the royal choice 

u Cl«t«iuUm> .78—61. 

4 Clarendon, 86—89* Clarendon, Pafi. Supplem. ii. viii. 
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raAP. . In th0 meantime Charles had been reciUed tlv 
ill'i^ Us first intention by the remonstrances of bis ad« 

visers, and the arguments of the • French kin^; 



French Bastidc, secretary to the late ambassador, Bor- 
kinp ad- ^eaux» arrived in England with a commission to 

Vises lt» 

1^^^^' pmochaae lead for the royal buildings in Fianee ; 
but, in a private conference with Hyde, he in-* 

formed that minister that his real object was to 
propose the means of establishing a private com- 
munication between the two kings, to be conducted 
by the chancdlor oii cmie part, and Fonquet on the 
other, without the knowledge of their colleagues 
in the cabinet, or of the ordinary ambassadors at 
either court. Charles eagerly accepted the propo- 
sal ; and ihe correspondence was maintained dnr^^ 
ing five months, till the disgrace of Fouquet; 
Au^. 26, During that timt; I^ouis coiitiiuially inculcated the 
advantages of the Portuguese match, ofiered 
Charles a considerable sum of mmiey to purdiase 
voles in the parliament, consented to lend him 
50,000Z. whenever he might want it, and engaged 
to furnish two millions of livres, in the event of 
a war between England and Spain Thus was 

'5 Clarendon, 90. (Euvres de Louis XIV. i. 67, and the corre- 
spondence itself in the supplement to tlie thud volnnif of the Cla- 
rendon papers, i — kv. Charles acquauited no one but his brother 
James with the secret. Two others were employed in it : Bas- 
tlje> as Becretaiy to Fouquet^ and lord Combury, Clarendon's 
Matt m, as secretary to his father. Hyde had the prodence or 
the honesty to reAise an ofo of 10,000l» from Louis, though botii 
Charles and James laughed at his simpltdty, bat he ailerwarda 
aoecpted a present of all the books which had been printed at the 
royal press^ hi the Lourrc. Ctar. 9S ; pap. iii Supplem. i. zi. xiv. 
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laid the fouodAtion of that dandestine and confi- CHAP, 
dffntial comBpondeoce between Charles and Louja, 



1661. 



wfaich» in a short time» rendered the king of Engw — 
kind the pensionary, and therefore, in a great 
measure, the dependentp of his good brother^ the 
king of France. 

But Vatteville did not long rely on the sneoess Resolved 
of Bristol's mission. The representative of the"oui!di. 
catholic king undertook to dissuade Charks from Marchss. 
marriage with a catholic princess ; he proposed to 
him a daughter of the king of Denmark, or of 
the eleet(»* of Saxony, or of the jMince of Orange, May s. 
and engaged that his master should give with any 
oi them the same portion which had been offered 
with a princess of Parma. At the same time he 
sought to form a party in the parliament and th^ 
eity. He opened his table to the discontented, 
distributed money to the needy, and scattered in 
the streets printed copies of his memorials against 
a catholie, and of his offers in favour of a jftom 
t^stant, match. But these efforts proved fruit- 
less. 11 10 amount of the dower, the settlements 
in the Mediterranean and the East Indies, and the 
concession of an unrestricted trade to Portugal 
and its dependencies, presented advantages cer- 
tain and present ; while the dangers predicted on 
the score of the infanta's religion were at the best 
distant and uncertain. A full council of eight- 
and-twenty members had, without a dissentient May s. 
voice, advised the king to conclude the marriage ; 
the two houses presented to him addi*esses of ap- Mays. 
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CHAP* prolMitioD ; the treaty was mgoad ; and MinUagu^ 
1661. ^ Bandwicfa, jnecoired the. ec^njiiaiMl of 

■ a fleet» wHli instroetibiis to cmitx in the M«dU 



terranean, and, at the appointed time, to bring 
the Portuguese princess to England 
Rencontre Vattevilie boie the diflapfpomtment with impa- 
tiS^wo patleiioe, and whether he thought to mortify the 
JjJJ*""** French court for its interference, or only to gra- 
tify tlie pride of his countrymen, he announced 
ills intention of reriving the ancient quarrel for 
preeedeney hetween the crowns of France and 
July 20. Spain. On the first occasion, the entry of Carara» 
the Venetian ambassador, Charles prevailed both 
on Vatteville and on D'Estrades, the representa- 
tive of L0UI89 to take no part in the ceremony : 
httt the latter was refwoved for his condesoenaon 
by his court ; each prepared to assert his claim 
on the next opportunity, the expected entry of 
Brah^y the Swedish ambassador, and the king, 
unable to restrain these champions of vanity, Ibr- 
had'hls subjects by proclamation to Interfere in 
the contest. D'Estrades sinnmoned every French- 
man in London, on his all^iance, to support the 
hooonr of his sovereign ; he sent for reinforce* 
ments to Boulogne of which he was governor, and 
introduced into his house in disguise several of 
the officers and troopers belonging to that garri- 
son. Vatteville, who could not muster so formid« 



"» Clarendon, 89. Papers, iii. Su]). u. v. vi. vii, L. Jouin. JsL 
Silj 4f, 858. Kctinct. lleg. 431. 
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able a toce^, Mn|^ to eampeom$» art for chap. 
infenoiity of number, orderiag the traces of bis ^JJ* 

carriage to be made of chains of iron covered ■ . 
with leather, and allottlDg to each of his followers 
his particular station and employment. The 
Tower wharf was selected for the field of battle ; sep. so. 
at noon fBoniveA the carriage of the Spanish aiifr- 
bassador with about forty servants in liveries; 
and about two» that of the French ambassador, 
attended by one hundred persons on foot^ and 
about forty on horseback, armed with pistols, or 
musquetoons and carbines. At three Brahe landed 
at the stairs ; and the moment he departed in one 
of the royal carriages, those of the two ambassa- 
dors started for tiie place of honour. The ofipo^ 
site partiea charged each oiiher ; the shouts of the 
crowd animated the combatants ; blood began to 
fiow, and more than fifty persons were killed or 
wounded in this extraordinary fray. The victory 
remained with the Spaniards. The French coach- 
man fell from his seat ; the horses were disaMed^ 
and the traces cut. Vatteville's carriage instantly 
took the place of honour ; its attendants, though 
repeatedly charged, gallantly repulsed the assail- 
ants ; and the 'conquerors^ as they passed through ' 
the streets, were loudly cheered by the populace 
and the soldiery Louis received the news with 

17^ IXEstrades assured his master thai tbe ^laidardfl were aided 
tiy sereral thousand EogHshmen. He can oaaly mean that they 
encowraged the Spaniards by their shouta. ' 

" It is strange to see how all the city did r^oice. And, in- 
" deed^ we do aU naturally love the Spanish^ and hate the Froich**' 
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OHAP* fidfiUngs of grief and iudignatioa, not that he lar 
minted the . fiate of those whose lives had heen so 
> wantonly sacrificed^ but that he deemed his rejpaU^ 

tion lowered in the opiuion of other powers, be^ 
cause the representative of a rival crown had gained 
the saperiority in a senses and disgraoe&il 
qnarreL Without a moment's hesitation he aenl 
Fuensaldagna, the Spanish minist^, out of his 
dominions, demanded ample reparation from the 
court of Madrid, and refused to listen to any ao 
Qonmodationt till Philip had expiiessed his sonrow 
at so untoward an occurrence, recalled his pugna- 
cious representative from Loudon, and promised 
that his ambassadurs should always absent them* 
selves from cerenionies, in which there might be 
danger of their coining into competition with those 
of tJie French crown 

Arrival of In the meanwhile, the earl of Sandwich with 
Uie ptin- 

Pepys, i. 233. I h9Y€ taken the particulars of this fray from £vfr> 
Ijrn's official account, iL 458. Pepys, i. 2 — 314. Clarendon 
Papers^ iiL Suppl. ztU. Rugge'a MS. 997, and Louis XIV. I 
118. 

'9 CEuvrts dc Louw, i. 125, 131. Dumontj vi. part. ii. p. 403> 
4. Para sc abstengau y no concurrati con les embaxadores y 
ministros de V. Magestad en todas las funcioaes y cereroonias 
publieaa. Dumonty ibid. This Toluntary abaence was explained 
bjIfOuiaiobeaaadoiowledgiiientofUafliiparlorraiik; anditig 
amusing to obseire how vain lie was of it. Je ne scaisi* si depuls 
le commencement de la monarchie U s'est rien pass^ de pluaglo- 
rieux pour elle • c'est une esp^ de hommage, qui ne laisse ^us 
doubter k nos cnnemis memc^ que notre couroone ne aoit la pre- 
miere de toxite la thretiente . . . C't toit im malhcur que ce tumulte 
de Londres ; ce seroit maiotenant un malheur qu'il ne fut pas 
arrive, i. 132^ 136. 
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the Bnglidi Beet, hmng swept the Mediterraiiean chap. 

1661. 



TT 

of the Turkish corsairs, and made a bold, but 



fruitless attenit>t on the shipping behind the iiioie ' 
at Algiers, received from the Portuguese posses- '^^^ 
sion of Tangier, part of the marriage .portion ^ j^^^* 



the ihfimta. The return of spring simunoned 

hfm to Lisbon, and Donna Caterina, bidding 
adieu to her relatives and native land, embarked April is. 
on board his ship, the destined bride of the 
English monarch^. 

To Mrs. Palmer the approaching marriage was 
a subject of anxiety and distrust. Charles, that 
he might pacify the temper of his imperious mis- 
tress, redoubled his attentions. He generally* 
dined and supped at her house ; he made her the 
most costly presents ; he created her husband, 
against his will, earl of Castiemain in Ireland, 
with remainder to the issue male of the body of 
his wife, the lady Barbara, and he solemnly pro* 
tnised, that. Instead of banishing her from courts 
he would appoint her lady of the bedchamber to 
the new queen. The birth of a son at Hampton- 
court confirmed her influence over her loyer^^ 

On the arrival of the fleet at Spithead, Charles King'sbe- 
quitted the house of Castiemain to meet the in- jj^r. 
fanta. In point of personal attractions and fa- May so. 
shionable acquirements, she could not stand the 
competition with her dassling and formidable 



Kennct's Register, 512— 6 IT, Clarendoo, 1S4. 
» Pepys, i. 835, 845, 867. 
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CHAP, tvnli yet she was not without ckdnis to beauty ; 
iJ^i^ her good nature and good sense gave a duurm to 

I lier conversation, and the more she was known, 
the more she displayed the amiable qualities of 
her heart. The king was gratified beyond his 
expectations ; he thought himself fortunate in the 
acquisition of such a wife, and so little did he 
know of his own heart, that lie boasted to his 
friends of the pattern of conjugal fidelity which 
he should thenceforth set to his court The 
zqyal pair came by easy journeys to Hampton- 
court, and lived for a few days in the most edify-^ 
ing liarmony. But it was not the intention of 
Charles to estrange himself from the company of 
Castlemainy nor had he forgotten the imprudent 
promise which had been wrung from him by her 
tears. One day, taking " the lady " (snch was 
her usual designation) by the hand, he presented, 
her to the queen in the midst of a brilliant court* 
Catherine was able to subdue lier feelings for the 

" If Hume talk of " the homely person" of Catherine, others 
who knew her better, describe her differently. Clarendon, Contin. 
167. Clar. Pap. iii. Suppiem. xx. Charles himself, in a letter 
to the chancellor, speaks of her thus: "Her face is not so exact 
" as to he called a beauty, though her eyes are excellent good, aud 
** not any thing on her face that in tlie least degree can shoque 
, one. On the cootrary^ ghe lias as much agreeableness in her 
looks altogether, as ever I saw ; and^ if I have any skill in 
physiognomy^ which I think I bave« she roust be as good a 
woman as ever was bom. Her conversation, as much as I can 
perceive, is very good ; finr she has wit enough, and a most 
" agreeable voice. You would much wonder to see how well wc 
are acquainted already. In a word> I tiliok myself very happy." 
Macpherson Papers, i. 38, note. 
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moment She gave to her rival a mont gfadoQS CRAF. 

recc'j)tion : but in a few minutes her eyes were ijjj; 
suflused with tears; the blood gushed from her ■ 
nose : and she was conveyed in a fit to her aparU 
ment^. By the king» this incident was con-' 
sidered a most hdinons c^BsAeei He declared 
that he would never submit to the whims of his 
wife : he had been the cause of Castlemain's dis- 
grace; he was bound in honour to make her- 
reparation. . Hid dissolute compatiiona applauded 
his firmness : Ormond and Clai*endon ventured to 
remonstrate against the indecency and cruelty of 
the appointment. To their surprise^ he refriUed* 
that whoever should expose hk- design» would- 
beoome the object of his everlasting displeasure,- 
and that they, if they wished to please him, 
should employ their influence to overcome tlm 
obstinacy of the queen^. Clarendon had the 
meanness to undertake an office which he Ab- 
horred; but Catherine refused to listen to his 
advice. Charles at the same time subjected her 
to . the most painful mortii^cations. The Portu- 
guese ambassador was insulted on her aeootmt; 
her coimtr3rwomen were sent back to Portugal ; 
Castlemain was daily introduced into her apart- 
ment, where the mistress received the attentions 
of the king and the courtiers^ while the queen 
sate alone, silent and unnoticed. For several 
weeks she maintained the unequal contest : at last 

*s ClftKiidon^ 168. See the letter of Charles, note (A). 
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CHAP, her resoliilioii ficmed : she consented to accept the 
senrkcs of her rival, and even treated her with 

I kindness in private as well as public. But it was 
BOW too late : Charles applauded himself for his 
victory over what he called her wajrward and 
wilful temper ; and those who had hefore admired 
her constancy, pronounced her a weak and mu- 
table woman^*. The empire of Castlemain was 
established. She waited, indeed, (for such was. 
die will of the king,) on Catherine ; to the scan- 
ddl of all good protestants^ she even Attended her 
to mass ; but, on other occasions, the mistress 
proved the centre of attraction; the king was 
always to be found at her suppers and entertain^* 
ments ; officers were placed and displaced at her 
suggestion ; and she at last obtained the higher 
rank of duchess of Cleveland for herself, with 
remainder to Charles and George FItzrof, her 
children by the king. Catherine, on the con- 
trary, abstained from all political intrigue ; and, 
notwithstanding the prejudice against her reli- 
gion, by her continual study to please her hus« 
band, the meekness with which she bore her 
wrongs, and the d%nity and grace with which 
she performed the duties of her station, grew 
daily in the esteem of the public. Charles him* 
self condemned, though he did not reform, his' 
conduct, and, on occasion of her sickness, dis- 
played all the anxiety and grief of the most 



Clar. 169— ISO. 
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affectionate husbancL The phyBidans had de^ CHAP, 
spaired of her life ; and when she prayed him to 

allow her body to be interred with the remains of 
her fathers, and to protect her native country 
£rom the tyranny of ^lain, he fell on his knees» 
aiid bathed her hands with his t^ffs. Yet firom 
this affecting scene he repaired immediately to 
the house of Castlemain, and sought amusement 
in the conversation of a new mistress, la Belle 
Stuart, the daughter of Walter, son of lord 
Blantyre^. Gatiierine, however^ recovered, and 
the king pursued his wonted course of dissipation 
and gallantry. 

With the infanta, Charles had received in money Sale of 
and merdiandize a portion of 850,000^ Thls^^"^^ 
sum aiforded a temponny relief to the needy 
monarch ; but the expenses of the armament under 
lord Inchiquin for the protection of Portugal, and 
of Jhe expedition destined to take possession of 
Bombay, soon involved him in firesh pecuniary 
embarrassments. The chancellor, to whose neg- 
ligence he imputed the insufficient provision made 
for him by the convention parliament, saw that, 
to ]^op up his declining credit* it was necessary 
to discover some new resource ; and he suggested 
to Charles and the duke of York, the sale of 



** Lettret du comte de Cdminiiigei, Pepysj v. App. 4AS, M. 
He wai rare to find Stewart at Casiteauia% for " U menafa la 
" dame, ou U soupe toua les soirs, de ne mettre jamais le pied 
" chez elle, si la demoiselle n'y ^toit" 435. See also the Diary of 
Pepys himself, u. 4il, 60, 61, lOB, 6, 6, 116, 143, 355. . 
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CHAP. Donkick to the FroDdi king. A few weeks only 
elapsed since he had deecnbed in stiioDg 
■'cohwflrs the advantages which the nation derived 

May W. fj.Qjn the possession of that sea port : Charley 
June 99. j^^^^y^p^ assented to the proposal ; Beilings was 
aeei^tly despatdied to Paris; and D'Estrades, 
who had heen: appointed ambassador to Holland, 
came to England, at the invitation of the king, 
but under pretence of private business, in his way 
to the Hague. Clarendon's ^st attempt was to 
shift the responsibility of the measure, from him- 
self to the council ; und with that view CSiarks 
mentioned it at his house before the duke, the 
treasurer, the lord-general, and the earl of Sand- 
wich, who, though they adolowledged that the 
charge of the place/ amounting to the annual sum 
of 120.000/. exceeded its real value, were stiU im- 
willing to part with it, unless at a price which 
inight justify the sale in the eyes of the public. 
Aug. 7. The negodation now began. Clarendon asked 
twelve, D'Estrades offered two millions of livres ; 
but the first descended by degrees to seven, the 
other rose to four, and the bargain was at last 
SeiKii. ironcluded for five millions.' Here, however, a 
new difficulty arose. Charies required to be paid 
in ready money ; Louis would only advance two 
millions at unce, and pay the remaining three by 
instalment, in the course of two years. Both 
were inflexible ; and D'Estrades had sent his ser- 
vants on board a vessel preparatory to his depar- 
8ep. 15. ture, when an expedient was proposed and ac- 
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lepCed, tiiat Laida slioiiU gfcro hills finr the CHAR 
ramainder, payaUe at differant dalea^ . wliidi 

Charles might sell at the highest price which he ■■ ■ ■ — 
could procure. The treaty was now signed ; 
and ihe conditions on both sides ware DuthfiiUjr 
^xecuted^. Biit the French king proreA, too 
adroit for his English brotiier. A banker tr&m 
Paris arrived in London, and, after a short nego- 
eiation, disoounted the bills at something wore 
than sixteen per cent. But the man was in 
reality^.a secret agent of the French cabinet ; the 
money which be paid was supplied by the French 
treasuiy ; and Louis, by this artifice, was enabled 
to buy up his own securities at a profit . of five 
linndred thousand livres ^^ 

Thpugb Charles and his minister eongratuhited 
themselves on their success, they afterwards 
looked back on it with feelings of regret. The 
sal^ of Dunkirk had no small influence on the 
subsequent fortune of .eadi. The possession of it 
had flattered the national pride : it was a com- 
pensation for the loss of Calais ; it might equally 

« Clarendon, in the continuation of his own life, has given a 
detailed account of this transaction, written evidently for the pur- 
pose of exculpating himself : but hh narrative is perpetually be- 
lied by the original docuuicnti in tlw ^^Lettnt d'Mndes^ 279, 
" 992, 283j 421, &c. In the mipplemeDt to the third ▼olume of the 
** Clarendon Papers^ xxL—xxf*, in Combe*'* Sale of JXinkirkj 

London, 17S8, and Pepys, ii 869." 

* Je gagnai mir oe march^ cinq cent mille Itvrea, Huu que lea 
Anglois s'en apper^ussent.... le banquier tftoit un homme mterpos^ 
par moi, qui faisant le paiemeiit de mes propres deniers, ne profi- 
toH point de la cemiae. O^urres de Louia XIV. i. 176. 

VOL. XII. H 
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-OHAP. open a way into the tanitory <Mf England's uiost 
II. 

1662. 



i^* andeiit and natoial enemy. But Cluirlef bad aold 



itf not» it wu said, to defray the ezpences of the 

state, but to satisfy the rapacity of his mistresses, 
and to indulge in his wonted extravagance ; aad 
Clarendon had advised -the aale^ not throv^ ai^ 
wish to gratify his 8oyeveigii» bat in eonseqiieBM 
of an enormous bribe from the king of France. 
This charge was undoubtedly false ; but the mag- 
niiicent pik which he built for the xesidenoe of 
Us faadly, was taken as a proof of his guilty and 
the name of Diuikirk-hoiiBe» whiA it soon ob* 
tained, served to confirm and perpetuate the 
belief of the people The public discontent 
began to be openly expressed ; Charles saw a &r» 
midabls party growing up against him ; and 
Clarendon, after a protracted struggle, submitted 
.to his fate, and fled to the continent ^. 
Disputes We may now proceed to an important and per* 

toiera^P^'^'V^^'^*^^' ^ whicii it was impossible fi>r 
4lke king to deeide, without giving offence ta a 

considerable portion of his su})jects — the indul* 

gence to tender consciences, which he had pro* 

mised in the dedaratiim from fireda. Two years 

had been sufiered to dapse, and yet he had done 

nothing to fulfil, but much that seemed to violate 
his word. Tiie advocates of intolerance main* 



^ Pepys, il. aso. 

^ It is singular, that though Clarendon bad spent so mai^ 
years fai exile^ he employed Beltings, throiigliottt tiie v^ 
BS interpreter lietween him and IXEstrades. 
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tsaneAikat he wm.no lofogerhoa^ chak 
rationl To whom, they asked, bad it been 
made? To the parliament then sitting? But- 
that parliament had released him from all re^ 
qKmnbiUtf, negleotiiig to ranind falm of tlie 
subject. To the people at large ? But the 
people had transferred their rights to their repre- 
aeutatives in the succeeding parliament* and those 
rq^reeentatives bad set the question at rest by 
enaetmente incompatiUe with aucli indiilgMioe''. 
This sophistry, however, did not satisfy the royal 
mind. Charles thought himself bound in honour 
to redeem his pledge; and, anxious as he was to 
replace the chiirch on its former foundation* he 
sfill deprecated every measure which savoured of 
hardship or persecution against those who dis- 
sented from it. At the request of the presby« 
teriaas* whds^ deputies were introduced to him 
by tlie Ibrd-^general* he promised to suspend the 
execution of the act of uniformity ftw three 
months, provided they would consent to read the 
book of common prayer during that period. Cia* 
reudOD, though he disapproved of the promise, 
thought that» since it had been made, it ought also 
to be observed ; but the bishops and their friends 
pronounced it dangerous ; the judges illegal ; and 
all igreed that» in d^ance of the royal prohibit 
tien, -the patrons of benefices held by non<4x»n-> 



* KciraefaReg.850. Addnnof Coohdoiw, JdunM]t,F6b.S7, 
168S. 
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CHAP. formiitB would present on the appointed day» aad 
liii that their presentations would be allowed by the 

. courts of law. With feelings of shame the king 

recalled his word : the act came into force on the 
Mth of August, and two thousand ministers (the 
number is pedhaps exaggerated,) resigned, or were 

Auy.s4. deprived. The whole kingdom resounded with 
apologies on the one side, and complaints on the 
Other. It was said that those who would not 
comply with the regulations, ought not to partake 
of the good things of the church ; that the non- 
conformists were previously intruders ; and that 
they suffered no more than they originally in- 
flicted. It was replied, that the established ei&cgj 
were ejected during the rage of civil war, the mi*^ 
ulsters in a season of domestic tranquillity: the 
former inciunbents, by their hostility, provoked the 
resentment of the ruling power ; the present by 
their servioes in the restoration deserved its grati* 
tnde: the crime of the first was their political 
conduct ; of the latter adhesion to the dictates of 
conscience : then a pittance, at least one-lfifth of 
the income^ was reserved for the family of the 
sufferer ; now he was turned adrift, with no other 
resource but the casual benevolence of the pious 
and the humane ^\ ' ' 

Deciara- The king, though he had been compelled to 



'~ yield, yet held himself bound by his promise ; and 



this feeling was kept alive by repeated petitions 




^ Clarenclon, Idfr— 160. Kennet, 747. 
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ftom tbe pralyftcriaiM, the indafmiidnitSy and the c H 

Roman catholics, who all claimed the benefit of the ^H'^ 
declaration from Breda ^. The question wm " 
again referred to the council ; the leading mem- 
bers Bxgaed against indolgenee ; Bobortes* loid 
privy seal, and Beimet, the new secrefearf of state, 
in its favour. The sovereign, they contended, 
possessed in virtue of his supremacy, the right of 
aospending penal laws in matters of religion; 
James and Charles had raised a yearlf vevenue hy 
the sale of such protections ; and the king might 
lawfully exercise a power which had never been 
denied in his father or grandfather. The sug* 
gestion was approved ; and notiee of the royal 
Intention was given in the declaration whidi he Dec s. 
published for the purpose of refuting " the four 
scandals cast on the government". 1**. The re- 
publicans feared* and the discontented maintained, 
that the act of indemnity had been passed menly 
as a temporary measure, and that it was still in- 
tended to sacrifice, to the revenge and rapacity of 
the royalists, the lives and fortunes of those who 
had served the protector or the commoawealtfa* 
To this ^ scandal " the king replied by promising 
that, as lie had freely confirmed, so he would most 

Both independents and presbyterians were true to their prin- 
ciples. The independents sought to obtain indulgence for all^, 
e^lwlics is wen m others: the presbyterisns eould aot fai c«o- 
sdence concur in iavour of the catholics, though thej would not ' 
oppose then. • The Ung night do as he pleased, hut thej would 
not advise hin, or encoursge him to do k. Baxter's Life, part ii, 
p*4e9* 
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CHAP. rcSigiaofily obawre, 4(vety ]iroTi«ioii in ih» met, 
1668* snedeufre KTolutiona of the last twenty 

years had taught men to doubt the stability evea 
of the present government. It was the conviction 
of the royal brothers tiiatyif at the eommeiicaiiMiit 
of the civil war, their father had potoceaed aamali 
r^ular force, he might at onee have pat down 
his o])i>onents ; and under this notion, when the 
army was disbanded, they retained in pay two or 
three regiments* with three troops of horse guard?. 
The whole estahlishinent did not amount to five 
thousand men Yet this force, small as it was, 
excited alarm. It might be augmented, and em* 
ployed not to suppress insurrection, but to Bvb^ 
vert the national liherties. Most of tilie natkma 
on the continent had been originally free : it was 
by the institution of standing" armies tliat tJiey 
had been enslaved by despotic mouarchs. Charles 
defended his conduct on the ground of necessity^. 
While BO many factious spirits were eraplojned in 
agitating the public mind, neither the person of 
the sovereign nor the freedom of the parliament. 



^ July 4j 1663. "J saw his majesty's guards, being of horse 
•* and foot iOOOj led by the general the duke of Albemiarle, in 
** extraordinary equipi^e and gallantry, consisting of gentlemen 
« of quality and Tftanm aoUiert* ezoelkntly clad^ moinlid «iid 
" ordered^ drawn up in bcttalia be&re their nii^*>» in Hide* 
*< parlct where th« old caite of Clerehndtnirda pike« andled the 
*' df hft'hand file in n fbote esmpuij, oonmanded hj tihe kr4 
*' Wentworth his toUf • worthy spectacle and example, being both. 
" of them old and valiant soldien". £velyn» ii> S08» See aJao 
the Travel^ of Couno^ iii. 306. 
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could be secure without an armed force« Of. this CHAB. 
ptoff bad bm funudwd ky the uunneetion^ |^ 
umler Vmmsr. But let the Um resume their v 

former empire, let the discontented abandon their 
rebelUous designs, and he would reduce that force 
to die siiMUeitnttmb«rciii)»isteot with 
of the crown ; fSsr he would not 3ield to the most 
liberal among his subjects in his detestation of 
military and arbitrary rule. 3^ By many it waa 
said that the act of uniformity proved him to be 
a faithless unpri^pled persecutor. . . He denied 
' the icharge. He had, in tfie first place, as. in dutf 
bound, provided by the act of uniformity for the 
settlement of the church ; it was his intention, ia 
tbe next pieces to fulfil hip. promise of securing 
esse to.those who* througb.the scruples, of a jni«^ 
guided conscience, refused to conform. For this 
purpose, he would make it his special care to 
solicit from parliament an act enabling him to 
^ exercise with more uniyersal satisfaction thal» 
power of dispensing,* which he conceiitred ta 
** be inherent iu the crown." A ur did he 
doubt of the concurrence of the two houses. 
It was a measure to which he was pledged by his . 
dedarfttion £rom Breda, and without which it 
was wireasonahle to expeet the restoration of 
public tranquillity. 4'^. But the most pernicious 
scandal remained, that the king was a favourer 
of popery^ This was tlie artiiloe 1^ which so 
many well-meaning protestants had been seduced 
to bear arms against his father, and iiis enemies 
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C HAP. had recourse to it at the present time with iateii-? 

tiow equally disloyal* Of his firm adhesioii to 
■ the true pttAeeHaat religion he had gimi tmvia^ 

ing proofs under the most trying circumstances. 
Yet he could not but know that the greater part 
of the English catholics had adhered^ at the risk 
of ihm lives and fortunes, to the cause of ' the 
crown, and consequently of the church, against 
those, who under the name of protestants, em- 
ployed fire and sword for the subversion of both ; 
and thereftne he openly avowed that he did not 
mean to exdnde catholics from some share of Uiat 
indulgence which he had promised to tender con- 
sciences. It would be unjust to refuse to those who 
bad deserved well» the boon which was granted 
to those who had not; and the laws against 
catholics were so rigorous, so sanguinary, that to 
execute them would be to do violence to his 
nature. Let them not, however, presume se 
mueh on his goodness, as to look for toleration, 
<nf to scandalize protestants by the open practice 
of their worship ; otherwise they would find that 
he knew as well how to be severe when wisdom 
required it, as indulgmt when charity and a 
sense of merit daimed indulgence from him ^. 
Disap- But these were doctrines Hi-adapted to the 
Eoth** notions of the age. The declaration, 

bouses, ijwtead of makiug proseljrtes, was received by 
the majority of the people with distrust of the 



^ See the Declaration in Kennet^ Regist. 848—91. 
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moiirat and a resoltttion <if ivl».lwtandfag the CHAF. 
wishes, of the king. They^ couM not oottpre- 

bend how an attachment to the interests of pro- ■ ■ . 
testantism could exist with a willingness to grant 
any portion of indulgence to catholics : thejr 
recalled to mind the former reports of the kiiig'a 
apostacy, which had heen drci^ted hy the pdlicjr 
of his enemies during the commonwealth, and 
they openly asserted that he cared little ibi: the 
sufierings of the dissenters, but merely sought, 
under the prietence of reUeving them, to extend 
the' same benefit to the papists. Charles, at the Feb. is. 
opening of the next session, condescended to 
vindicate himself from these aspersions, and, in 
proof of his^own orthodoxy, demanded the enac^ 
ment of new laws to check the progress of popery 
But ^vith respect to the dissenters, he represented 
it desirable that the crown were vested with the 
power of extending indulgence to the peaceable 
among them, in circumstances when they mi|^t 
otherwise be tempted to expatriate themselves, or 
to conspire against the state. In accordance with Feb. 23. 
the sentiments of the sovereign, the lord pnvy 
seal, aided by lord Ashley, brought into the upper 
house a bill enabling the king to d&pense at his 
discretion with the laws and statutes, requiring 
oaths, or subscriptions, or obedience to the doc- 
trine and discipline of the established church. 
Both houses were immediately in a flame. The 
lower, though the bill was not before it, presented Feb. sr. 
to the king an address, in which, having thanked 
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CHAP, biai lor the other parts o£ tbe declarikUo«f ttney: 
contended; tfaat tbe indqlgenoe which wag 80Vglit« 
I. would amount to the legfal establiahment of 

schism, would expose his majesty to the ceaseless 
importunities of the dissenters, would lead to the 
midtaplkation of sects and (sectaries, aud, eadii^ 
in mdmaal (deration^ wouM pfodnce diatngbawwi 
intlead of tnunqniUity, because men of eveiy 
religious persuasion form a distinct party, pyxr-^ 
suing their peculiar interests, aud acting in accoird? 
amse with their peculiar prepo8se8Bioa8b la the 
higfanr house, the hnd-treai^urer plaoed hiiofldf at 

March 6. the head of the opposition : during the first day's 
debate he was zealously supporU d by the bishops : 

Maich IS. on the second day the chancellor, though confined 
bfaserere fit of thegout> iefit his room to lend his 
powerful fdd to the cause of the clmrdi» and^ ill 
the vehemence of his zeal, indulged in a severity 
of language highly offensive to the sovereign* 
Their efforts succeeded; the house passed to. a 
diffimnt subject; and the bill was suffered to 
remain unnoticed on the table ^. Though Charles 
appeared to bear with composure the loss of this 
ills favourite measure, he felt the disappQiotment 
keenly; and eiqiressed his opinion. to ClaIendo^ 
with a warmth which surprised and terrified the 
minister. From that day it became niauifest that 
neither Clarendon nor Southampton possessed hia 
former credit with the aovereigii. As to the 



•* C. Journals, Feb. L. Joiua. si. iib, b'^, 6, 91, 
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bi^ops, Ciiarles; hesitated not to charge dkem with chap; 
ingratitude and bigotry. It was, he said, to his iH^^ 
promise from Breda that they owed their restora- ■■ ■' ■ 
tion to power, and now they employed that power 
to prevent liim from fnlfiUing his promisor It 
was» the intolerance of the prelates under his 
father which led to the destruction of prelacy, and 
now, as soon as they were replaced in their former 
situatioo, they reverted to the practice of into- 
lerance. His carriage altered with his sentiments. 
Hi^rto he had - been accustomed to receive and 
treat them with the most marked respect. But 
henceforth he was careful to show by his manner 
that he held them in no esteem ; and the courtiers, 
aware of the change in the royal mind, tamed 
their persons and their sermons into Butrfects 
sarcasm and ridicule 

The king was, however, doomed to drink more 
deq^ly of the cup of mortification* He had asked 
permission to shelter the catholics, who had served 
the royal cause, from the extreme severity of the Marob 31. 
peoal statutes, and in return both houses pre- 
sented to him an address for a proclamation order- • 
ing all ealiicdic priests to quit the kingdom, imder April s. 
the penalty of death. ASUat a iaint struggle he 
acquiesced. The champions of orthodoxy followed 
up their success ; and, affecting to comply with 
.the royal reoommeiidatk>n, introduced a biU to April i^r. 
cheek tlie growth of popery, but coupled with it 



. ClareDdon^ Si^9. Life of James, i. 438. 
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CHAP, anddier to amst the diffiuion of non-conformitjr* 
^lll^ Boith passed with rapidit3r through the house of 

I N commons ; but in the iiouse of lords their progress 
was continually impeded by the objections of the 
presbyterian and catholic peers ; and their patrons^ 

July 9ft. at the dose of the session^ substituteii in their 
place an address to the king, to put in exeeatilen 
all the penal laws against catholics, dissenters and 
sectaries of every description 

Conratu summer^ the cause of intolerance ims 

de act. quired additional strength from a partial rising of 
enthusiasts in the northern counties. The govern- 
ment had been apprized of their intentions : the 
duke of Buckingham, in quality of the king's 
lieutenant, proceeded with a detachment of guards 
to York, and summoned the militia ; and about 
Oct fifty persons were arrested in Yorkshire and 
Westmoreland, of whom several paid the forfeit 
of their folly with their lives. From their situa- 
tion in life it was plain that they acted under l&e 
secret guidance of others. Some professed the 
doctrines of the fifth-monarchy men : othm jus- 
tified themselves on the plea that the periiament 
had Bitten more than three years, and that by die 
, triennial act, passed in the 16th of Charles I., in 
default of writs issued by the king, they were 
permitted to assemble of themselves for the choice 
1664. of new members.. When Charles - opened the 

March 16. gesslou he embraced the opportunity to sug- 



^ L. Journ. li. ^78. C. Jouni. Ap. S7 ; May SO. 
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gest the repeal of an act wiueh thm ftin&ishad a chap» 
plea for seditious meetiiigs» while tiie patrons oC iH'^ 
intolerance drew from the insurrection a new ar- — ' ■ ■* 
gument in favour of additional severities for the 
suppression of religious dissent. A compromise April 5. 
took i^aoe. It was indeed, enacted that parlia* 
inent should never be discontinued for. mote than 
three years ; but» to satisfy the Icing, all the 
compulsory clauses of the triennial act, which 
directed the keeper of the great seal t^ issue 
writs, and the sheriffs to hold elections, in de* 
fiance of tibe royal pleasure, were repealed ; and^ 
on the other hand, Charles reluctantly gave his 
consent to the conventicle act, which, it was 
Jhqped, would extinguish every form of heterodox 
worship. All meetings of more than five Indi^Mayie. 
viduals, besides those of the family^ for any reli- 
gious purpose not according^ to the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer, were declared seditious and unlaw- 
fill conventicles: and it was enacted, that the 
punishment of attendance at such meeting by any 
person above sixteen years of age should be, for 
the first offence, a hue of five pounds, or impri- 
sonment during three months ; for the second, a 
fine of ten pounds; or imprisonment during six 
months ; for the third, a fine of one hundred 
pounds, or transportation for seven yeai*s ; and 
that, if the conscience of the ottender led him to 
transgress the law more than thrice, the fine at 
each repetition of the offence should be aug- 
mented by the additional sum of one hundred 
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CHAP. pouBids^^. This act, so iatcdarant in its principle. 
Olid lo penal ill iteeonMqmiecsyWMiiiii^ 
cnforod: it equally affected cttliolkB and .eveiy 
denomination of dissenters ; but it was Mt the 
' most severely by the quakers, because, while 
wkok they met for the purpose of wc^-- 
ttap, aeoghi to elude detection, theie rdigiioiuelB» 
wui» the guidance^ as . they thought, of the 
Spirit of God, deemed it their duty to assemble 
openly, and to set at defiance the law of man. 
To describe the numerous and vexatious infomia- 
iioos, prosecutionB, fines and impmonments 
which followed, would only fatigue the patience 
and pain the feelings of the reader. I may, how- 
ever, observe that the worid had sddom witnessed 
a more flagrant viidation of a most, solemn en- 
gagement. Toleration had been offered and was 
accepted, the king had been restored, and the 



Miscel. AuL 316, 19, 30. L. Journ. 620. C. Jouni. Ap. 28 ; 
M«y 18, 14, 16. St. Itf. Cw. 11, c L 4. Pepys, iL ITS. Tt» coil- 
TitDtioloact was limited as n eq^crinent* to tli«diinlloD of tbvqe 
ycara. Of the trtdcs sometunes emplojed in parBament at thaw 
perioda the reader may Ibnn some notion from the ibnowing in« 
•tancea: on the last day of the preoedfaiif session a Ml fbr the 
better obserrance of the sabbath waa ttolen off the table, and 
■when the king^ came to give the royal assent, was not to be found. 
Of course il did not pass mto an act. In like manner, on the last 
day of the present session, a proviso to the coTiventicle act res- 
pecting the quakers was also stolen : bnt the former accident had 
awakened tlie vigilance of the clerk, and he discovered the theft 
in time to provide another copy of the proviso, and to have it 
passed through both hoasei before the king's arrival. L. Juuru. 
Si. Sff, $19, SP. 
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church re-establkhed ; and now, that the price CHAP. 

II. 

1664. 



WQ8 pdd, tiw hmuAt wbb withheld ; «n4 instead 



of the indulgence inxmilsed in the contract, was 
substituted a 85rstem of penalties and persecution. 
The blame, however, ought not to rest with the 
Idjig. He did hie beet to fulfil hie wtttd. B«t 
liie benevolent intentione of the monaidi were 
opposed by the most powerful of his iniiiisters ; 
and the bigotry of these ministers was sanctioned 
hy the prejudices and resentmenta of the parlta« 
oacnt. 

Oluirles had now reigned four yearsy reqweted Com* 

^d courted by bis neighbours : in an evil hour a^a'ilwt 
he was persuaded, against his better judgment, to ^^(^^utch. 
nnaheath the sword, and to enoonnter the uncer- 
tain chttioeB of War. He had ^formed a correct 
notion of the importance of commerce to the in- 
terests of his kingdom, and was encouraged and 
seconded by his brother James, in his attempts 
to improve and extend the foreign trade of the 
EngUsh merchants. With this view, the African 
company had been established by charter ; the 
duke accepted the office of governor; and the 
iioinmittee of mani^in^l^ of which he was 
chaimiBii, constantly met in his apartments at 
Wl ii tell all. The company flourished ; they im- 
pgi'ted gold dust from the coast of Guinea, and 
'siqpplied, at a great profit, the West India planters 
with slaves ; but they met with formidable rivals 
in the Dutch traders, who, during the civil wai:^ 
had erected several forts along the coast of 
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CKAP. Africa, and now mployed their 8ux)erior power 
1664. and influence to thwart the efibrtsi and arrest the 
■ ' ■■ progresB of the English intniders. The African 

company complained ; their complaints were 
echoed by the East India company, whose com- 
merce was esposed to similar impedimenta and 
uojuries; and. the merchants in the city caHed 
aloud for war, to protect their interests, and curb 
the insolence of the Hollanders. James advocated 
their cause with his brother. Such* he maia* 
tainedy was the commercial rivalry between the 
two nations, that in the oonrse of a few years war 
would inevitably ensue. But then it would be 
too late. Now was the proper time, before the 
race of naval commanders, formed during the 
commonwealth, should become extinct. But 
Charles (and he was supported by Clarendon) 
rejected the advice. He had learned wisdom 
from the history of his father and his grand-^ 
father. Tl^eyhad been driven into war by the 
clamour of the nation ; and the charges of war, 
in a short time, rendered them dependent on the 
will of the popular leaders in parliament 
Contrast There was at this time a marked contrast be** 
^ kii^ tween* the characters * of the royal • brothers. 

tuid^ Charles, thou";h oppressed with debt, scattered 
brother* - . 

his money heedlessly and profusely ; James was 
carefid to measure his expenses by the amount of 
his income. The king seemed to make gallantry 



Clareadon, 196— >J201. Pepys^ii. 173. 
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the diief oecaitetion of life; the duke to look CHAP, 
upon it as an amusemeut ; and, while the one iggi. 
daily spent his time, ** sauntering " in the com- ■ 
PBI17 of his mistresses,- the other attended to his 
cloties in the admiralty with the exactitude of the 
meanest clerk 011 the establishment. In point of 
abilities, Charles was considered superior ; but he 
wanted strength of mind to refuse an importu- 
nate suitor, or to resist the raillery and sarcasm 
of those' whom he made his companions. James, 
with a Judgment less correct, and with knowledge 
less extensive, formed his resolutioiis with slow- 
ness, 'hut adhered to them with obstinacy. His 
word was esteemed sacred; his friends relied 
with confidence on his support, whatever sacri- 
fice it might cost him ; and his enemies knew 
that, till he had brought them on their knees, he 
would never forgive their offences. Yet no di- 
versity of temper or opinion could diminish the 
atret-tioii of the two brotliera. James was the 
most dutiful of subjects ; and, however he might 
disapprove the judgment, he always concurred 
in seconding the will, of the sovereign. He was 
easy of access, and afiable in discourse ; hut his 
constant nttention to preserve the dignity of his 
rank, gave to his manner a stateliness and distance 
repulsive- of that freedom and familiarity which 
the lau^ter-loving king indulged in the asso- 
ciates of his pleasures. In private life the duke 
was loved by few, but feared or respected by all : 
in public, his industry was the theme of com- 

VOL. XII. I 
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CHAP, meadatioii; andtibefam^ which he had acquired 
in the French army, was taken as an. earnest of 

his future military prowess *K 

4et^o On the last meeting of parli^ent^ the corn- 
houses, plaints of the merchants were heard before a 
committee of the lower house. They contended 
that the treaty concluded by the Dutcii with 
Cromwell, and since renewed by them with the 
kingx was not yet executed ; that the injuries sus- 
tained by the English traders had not been re~ 
dressed, nor the island of Pulo Ron restored; 
that English ships were still seized and con- 
demned utfder frivolous pretences; that the 
natives of Africa and the Indies were frequently 
induced by promises and bribes to donolish the 
English factories ; that the ]Jut tii, by proclaim- 
ing fictitious wars, and estabiisliing pretended 
blockades, assumed the right of excluding their 
rivals from the most frequented port8» and the 
most valuable sources of profit; and that the 
losses of the English merchants amounted, on a 
moderate calculation, to the enormous sum of 
seven or eight hundred thousand pounds *\ The 
committee decided in favour of the complainants ; 
Clifford^ the chairman, supported their cause with 
considerable warmth, and Downing added the ' 
weight of ills authority* derived from the office 



4' Sheffield, duke of Buckingham, ii. 78. Mem. de Grammoiitj 
I 141. Burnet, i. 287. Pepys, ii. 143,188. 
4' L. Journ. xi. 699, 620, 686. 
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which he held as English resident at the Hague, CHAP, 
both for the protector and the king. He was a jJJi^ 
bold, rapadous, and unprincipled man, who under ■ 
Cromwell had extorted by menaces considerable 
sums, in the form of presents, from the Dutch 
merchants, and who now, by the violence of his 
spedehes in parliament, and afterwards by the 
lifiughtiness of his carriage to the States, pro- 
yoked a suspicion that he looked forward to a 
similar termination of the existing quarrel. The 
commons voted an address, in which they peti- Ajkril si. 
tioned the king to take an effectaal course for the' 
speedy redress of these injuries, with a promise 
to stand by him, with their lives and fortunes, 
against all opposition : the lords concurred ; and 
Charles replied, that he would demand justice byAprUi^d. 
his ambassador, and, in case of denial, would rely 
on the offer which they had made him. Still, to 
dispassionate observers, it appeared that, with a 
little conciliation on either part, the quarrel might 
be amicably adjusted. But Charles no longer 
listened to the suggestions of prudence : he found 
that by acceding to the popular wish, he might 
gratify his personal resentments against the Lou- 
vestein faction, which had long ruled the destinies 
of the republic. That faction had heaped in- 
dignities on him during his exile, had stripped 
the house of Orange, of which his nephew was 
the head, of its ancient dignities, and what was 
perhaps a more unpardonable offence, had suffered 
caricatures to be published in ridicule of his 

I 2 
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CHAP, apathy, bia amours; and his indigence^. Oil the 

1664. 



other hand, De Witt, who was acknowledf^ed as 



■I the Louvesteiii leader, felt no dispositioa to make 

any concession to the menaces of a rival nation. 
He was resolved to maintain the commercial su- 
periority of his conntrjrmen ; he considered the 
Dutch navy as a match for that of England, and, 
by a defensive alliance, he had already secured 
the assistance of France. By some it was 
thought that the obstinacy of the States had been 
supported by the intrigues of Louis. But the 
contrary was the fact. For it suited not the 
interests of that prince to provoke or foment a 
quarrel, which must involve him in a war with 
England, at a time when he meditated hostilities 
against Spain**. 

Hostiii- In the mean while the African company had 
ties coiD' ' 

menced. despatched sir Robert Holmes, with a few small 
ships of war, to recover the castle of Cape Corse, 
of which they had been dispossessed by their rivals. 

In searching a Dutch vessel, he discovered certain 
documents respecting Valkeuberg, the Dutch go- 
vernor, and the hostile tenor of these papers in- 
i«64w ^ exceed his own commission, and to 

Feb. assume ofiensive operations He compelled the 

43 Pepys, ii. 125. 

** L. Joum. 600, 3. Com. Journ. Ap. 21, 29. Temple, i. 305^ 7. 
Louis ii. 5. De Clerc, ii. 62. Basnage, 711. 

« The king of Fantine had been gupplied with monpy and. 
ammunUion to induce him to attack the English lot t at Cor- 
mantiiie. The Dutch denied the charge, but Charles replied, 
^ that he ha* as Iu31 evidence of as he can have that there ia 

nich a Ibrt". L. Joum. xL es7. 
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forts on Croree to surrender, reduced the castle of c H A f. 
Cape Corse, destroyed several factories on the jjg^ 
coast, and then stretched across the Atlantic to the ■■ 
settlement of New Amsterdam^ originally an Eng- 
lish' colony, and lately recovered by sir Richard 
Nicholas, who, in honour of the duke, his pjitrDn, 
had given to it the name of New York On the 
first intelligenoe of these proceedings, the Dutch 
ambassador presented an energetic remonstrance 
to the king, who replied, that the expedition had 
been sent out by the private authority of the com- 
pany, that Holmes should be put on his trial at 
his return, and that strict justice should be mea- 
sured out to all the parties concerned Witili 
this assurance the States-general were satisfied ; 
but Be Witt refused to sit down tamely under the 
affront. By his intrigues with the States of Hol- 
land, he procured an order, loosely and ambigup 
busly worded, to pass through the States-general, Jufy Si* 
and this, with a secret explanation, ^vas forwarded 
to De Ruyter, the commander of the Dutch squad- 
ron in the Mediterranean, He had been sent ^ 
there to cruize against the Turkish corsairs, in 
company with Lawson, the English admiral ; but 
now, pretending that he had orders to destroy a 

* Charles granted this tract of land to his brother, 12th March, 
1664. Sir Richard Nicholas was groom oi tlie l>e(i-chamber to 
the duke of York. Lite of James, L 400. Dalryrnple, ii. App. 27. 
fiy mistake he has printed the letter with the date of 1669. 

^ Hohnesy on his retani» was tiommitted to theTower^but 
cleaied himself to the tatisfiwtion of the kuig. Heath, CoHtin* 
J8S. Pepys, iL S85.\ 
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CHAP, aqiufdrmi of pirates at the Canaries, he separated 
1664. allies, retaliated on the English, along the 



— cuast of Africa, the injuries which they had in- 
flicted on his countrymen, and, crossing to the 
1665. West India islands, captured above tw^y sail of 
ikpriL English merchaatmen. Lawson,' through want 
of instructions, did not follow De Ruyter, but he 
was careful to inform the duke of York of his 
probable destination ; and, by order of thAt prince, 
two English fleets sw^t the narrow seas of .the 
Dutch trader8,which,to the number of one hundred 
and thirty sail, were carefully piarded in the Eng* 
lish ports, as a fund of indemnihcation to the suf- 
ferers from the expedition under JDe Buy ter ^. 

Supply Charles, bowoTer, before he would rush blindly 
into the contest, determined to secure a provision 
of money adequate to the undertaking. The 
charge of the war was calculated at two millions 
and a half, a sum unprecedented in the annals of 
English finance : but the passions of tiie people 
were roused, and the council had the art to remove 
from themselves the odium of the demand. By 

NoT.ss. their secret persuasion, sir Kiehard Paston, a 



Life of JameSj i. K>3. Clarendon, 295, 927. Clerc. ii. 
65, 67. Basnage, 714. His majesty's Narrative in Lords' Journ. 
ii. 975* The coDplaint of Charles in this narrative is confirmed 
by jyEatndBt, who attributea the war to the expedition of Ruyter 
in obedience to the order of ]>e Witt, ''sans attendreselon la dia- 
poiitioa du 14 artide de 166S que le tetna d'un (an) fot paaf^, 
'* pendant lequel le Roi de la Grande Bretagne devoit £Ure vqiarer 
** Ventaq^nae du chevalier Holmes". D'fistrades^ it* 315. 
** tra aoni ipatium Dumont, vL par. ii. p. 4S4. 
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tty gentlemen of independent fortune, brou|^t ^ ^ a R 

1665. 



forward the proposition in the house of oommons ; * ^ 



and when, to carry on the deception, a known de- 
pendent of the ministers rose to suggest a smaller 
^um, h& was eagerly interrupted by two members^ 
supposed to have no connection with the court 
The artifice escaped notice, and the ori^nal motion 
Was Ccuried, after an animated debate, by a ma- 
jority of seventy voices. The lords assented, and Feb. 22. 
the king issued a dechuration of war 

The provisfanis of fhis waaeyJM deserve the ™e. 
reader's attention, because they put an end to the taxatioo. 
ancient system of taxation, and effected a con- 
siderable change in the acknowledged immunities 
of the clergy. 1^ He is aware that, from tho 
commencement of the contest between Charles I. 
aiitl his parliament, down to the restoi alion of his 
son, the manner of raising supplies by grants of 
subsidies, tenths and fifteenths had been abandoned, 
fdr the more certain and less cumbrous expedient 
of levying monthly assessments on the seTeral 
counties. The ministers of Charles were not 
ignorant of the superior merit of the new plan ; 
bat, 88 it was originally a rev^utioudry measure 
and had excited the complaints of the people, they 
had deemed it prudent, in a former session, to 



« Com. Joura. Nov. 85— Feb. 3. Lordi' Joum. xL 654. Cla- 
fendoii, as usual, will appear inaccurate, if he be compared with 
the journals. See Clar. 5228— 231. Pepys tells us that, in fram- 
ing the estimates, the Admiralty studied to make the charges of 
the last year as high as possible» iL SS8* 



Digitized by 



lap HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

- CHAP, rerert to the old monarchical model. The ez- 
1 IL. p^menty however^ failed ; the four last stthsidies 
■ - — had not raised more than one half of the Bum at 

which they were calculated ; the house consented 
that the new grant should be levied by twelve 
Loss of quarterly assessments on thercountiea ^ ; and from 
EvUie^^ period the ancient subsidies fell into diesue- 
««rgy. tude. 2°. Hitliertu the dergy had jweserved the • 
honourable privilege of taxing themselves, and had 
usually granted in convocation the same number 
of clerical subsidies as was voted of lay subsidies 
by the two houses of parliament. But this dis-^ 
tinction could not conveniently be maintained, 
when money was to be raised by county rates ; 
and it was therefore agreed that the right of the 
d^gy should be waived in the present instance, 
but, at the same time, be preserved for them by a 
proviso in the act. The proviso, however, was 
illusory, and the . right has never since been exer- 
dsed. In return^ the clergy claimed, what oould 
not in justice be denied, the privilege of voting as 
freeholders at elections ; a privilege which, though 
never expressly granted, has since been recognized 
by different statutes But a consequenee £ol» 
lowed from this arrangement, which probably vras 
not foreseen. From the moment that the com o- 
catiou ceased to vote money, it became of little 
service to the crown. It was no longer suffered 



* 17 Car. ii. c. i. 

» 10th Auue, c. 23. 18th George, ii. c. 18. 
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to deliberate, to frame ecdiesia^tical canons^ or to CHAF. 
inveistigate the conduct^ or regulate the condems* ^^^^ 
of the diurch. It was, indeed, Butmncmied, and , 
the members met as usiuil, but merely as a matter 
of form ; for a royal mandate iuimediately arrived, 
and an adjournment^ pirojrogation, or dissolution 
followed. That, however, which seems the most 
e3Ctreordinary is, that this change in the constitu- 
tion, by which one of the three estates ceased, iii 
fact, to exist, and a new class of freeholders, un- 
known to the law, was created, owes its origin, 
not to any legislative enactment, hut to a merely 
verbal agreement between the lord chancellor and 
archbishop Sheldon **. 

From parliament, the lord high admiral hastened ^^^y^^ re- 
to Gttnfleet to superint^d the naval preparations ; ^ 
C!harles, by his commands, and occasionally by his 
presence, seconded the industry of his brother ; 
and, before the end of April, the most formidable 
fleet that £n^Umd had ever witnessed, was ready 
to contend for the empire of the sea. The duke, 
despising the narrow prejudices of party, had 
called around him the seamen who fought and 
conquered in the last war ; and when the duke of 

* Bee Ecbard, SIS. Burnet, i. 340^ note ; far. 508, note. 

58 Charles paid much attention to naval affairs. He studied 
the art of ship-building, and persuaded himself that he eoudd 
make improvements in it. In a letter to prince Rupert, he says, 
" I believe that if you trie the two sloopcs that were builte at 

Woolidge, which have my invention in them, tliey will outsail 
"any of the Freuch sloopes". Lansdowne, MSS. MCCVI. 
p. 162. 
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CHAFo Buekioi^iiim and other iioUeiiien« whose only re* 
II- commendation was their birth and qnalityy solicited 
, commissions, he laconically replied, that they 

might serve as volunteers : experience alone could 
qualify them to command. The future operations 
were arranged with his council, and, at his sag^ 
gestion» an improyement was adopted, that some- 
thing of that order should be introduced into naval, 
which was observed in military, engagements. It 
was agreed that the fleet should be divided into 
three squadrons ; the red imder the command of 
the duke, the white under that of prince Rupert, 
and the blue under the earl of Sandwich : tliat it 
should be formed in line ^*eparatory to hat tie ; 
and that the several captains should be enjmned 
to keep the stations allotted to them by their re- 
spective commanders^'*. ,fames unfurled his flag 
April SI. on board the Royal Chai les ; ninety-eight sail oi 
the line and fcmr fire ships followed him to sea ^^ 
iand for more tiian a month this formideUe arma- 
ment insulted the coast of Holland, and rode 
triumphant in the German ocean. 



M This was the first war whereio fighting in a line, and a 
regular &rm of hMe was obsenred Life of James, i. 405. 
Tliis sjcstem introduced bj tlie dulce was invaiiaUjr ibUowed till 
Clerk's ''Essay on Naval Tactics " induced Lord Rodney to 
breaik through tlie enemy's line in lus victinry of tibe 18th of April, 

Three w«re first rates, eleven second, fifteen third, thirty-two 

fourth, eleven fifth, and twenty-six merchant ships carrying- from 
forty to fifty guns. Li£e of James, 405. Macpherson's Papers, 
i. 31. 



Digitized by G<.jv.' .ic 



CHARLES II. 



11» 



At lei^ih an easterly wind^fove tiie English CHAF< 
to tbeir own slioresy and the IDutdi fleet imtnedi- itjtio. 

ately put to sea. It sailed in seven divisions, — 
comprising one hundred and thirteen ships of war, ^'^'J^f 
under the command in chief of Opdam» an officer, June. 
who in the late war had deserred the confidence of 
Mb 'Countrymen. It exhibited a gallant and ani-* 
mating spectacle : the bravest and the noblest 
youths of Hollaiul repaired on board to share the 
dangw of the expedition; and, as the admiral 
had reoeiyed'a positive order to fight» every heart 
beat high with the hope assurance of victory. 
Opdaiii ijiiiiself was an exception. His experienced 
eye discovered^ in the insufficiency of many among 
his captains, and the constituticm of their crews, 
reason to doubt the result of a battle ; and to his 
confidants he observed : — " I know what prudence 
" would suggest ; but I must obey my orders, and 

by this time to-morrow you shall see me crowned 
** with laurel or with cypress ^ 

Early in the morning of the 3d of June the prunes, 
hostile fleets descried each other near Lowestoffe. 
Seven hours were spent in attempts on each side 
to gain and keep the advantage of the wind : at 
length the English, by a skilful manoeuvre, tacked 
in the same direction with the enemy, and accom- 
panied them in a parallel line, till the signal was 
made for each ship to bear down and engage its 
opponent. The sea was calm : not a cloud could 



^ Basuage, i. 741. 
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c HAP. be seen in the wky l and a gentle breeze blew from 
sonth-weet The two nations fought with 

■ their characteristic obstinacy; and, during four 

hours, the issue hung in suspense. On one occa- 
sion the duke was in the most imminent peril. 
All the ships of the red squadron, with the ex- 
ception of two, had dropped out of the line to 
refit ; and the weight of the enemy's fire was di- 
rected against his flag-ship, the Royal Charles. 
The earl of Fahnouth, the lord Muskeny, and- 
Boyle, son to the einrl of Burlington, who stood 
by his side were slain by the same shot ; and 
James himself was covered with the blood of his 
slaughtered friends. Gradually, however, the 
disabled ships resumed their stations ; the English 
obtained the superimty : and the fire of the enemy 
was observed to slacken. A short pause allowed 
the smoke to clear away ; and the confusion, 
which the duke observed on board his opponent, 
the Eendracht, bearing Opdam's flag, induced him 
to order all his guns to be discharged into her in 
succession, and with deliberate aim. At the third 
shot from the lower tier, si^e blew up, and the 
admiral, with five hundred men, perished in the 
explosion. Alarmed at the loss of their com- 
mander, the Dutch fled : James led the chace ; 
the fom* sterumost sail of the enemy ran foul of 
each other, and were consumed by a fire-ship^ 
and three others shortly afterwards experience 
the same fate. Van Tromp endeavoured to keep 
the fugitives together ; the darkness of the night 
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retarded the pursuit of tlie conqixerors ; and in CHAP, 
tbe morning the Dutch fleet was moored in safety ^H'^ 

within the shallows In this action, the most — — 
glorious hitherto fought hy the navy of England, 
the enemy lost four admirals, seven thousand men 
slain, or made pHsoners, and eighteeii sail either 
burnt or taken. The* loss of tbe victors was small 
in proportion. One ship of fifty guns had beMi 
taken in the beginning of the action ; and the 
killed and wounded amounted to six hundred men« 
But among the slain, besides the noblCTnen already 
mentioned, were the earls of Maj*l borough and 
Portland, and two distinguished naval command- 
ers, the admirals Lawson and Sampson ^. 

At another time the report of such a victory The 
would have been received with the most enthusi- P^^^l*^ ^" 

Loudon. 

astic demonstrations of joy ; but it came at a time 
when the spirits of men were depressed by one of 

« 

* The result of the victory would have beea.moffe complete, 

had not the Royal Charles during the night sla<&aied si^ and 
brought to, which detained the rest of the fleet. For some time 
the fact was concealed from the duke, who had retired to rest : 
but it gradually became known, and, from an in iniry inptitnted 
by the house oi commons, it appeared that Bniukliuiel, one ot the 
duke's servants who had been greatly alarmed during the battle, 
endeavoured at night to persuade the master to shorten sail, lest 
he shouM lead the ship iato the midst <^*the enemy ; and, hiihng 
in thiflj after a pause, delivered to him an order, or aomedung like 
an ordoTj to the same effect. Burnet msinuates that the order came 
from the duke (i. 377) : that it was forged Brunkhard appears 
from the inquiry before the house (Ibid. 378, note)> from da^ 
rendon^ 969« and from the Life of James, i. 415. 

f« There are numerous accounts of this battle : 1 hare preferred 
that given by James himself. Life« i. 407 — il6. 
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CHAP, the most ealamitous Tisitations erer experienced 
1665. nation. In the depth of the 

' last winter two or three isolated cases of plague 
had occurred in the outsidrte of the metropolis. 
The fact excited alarm, and duiected the attention 
of the public to the weekly variatiohs in tiie IAUh 
of mortality. On the one hand, the cool tempe- 
rature of the air, and the frL(|iient chauges in the 
weather, were hailed as favourable circumstances ; 
on the other, it could not be concealed that the 
number of deaths, from whatever cause it afrose, 
was progressively on the advance. In this state 
of suspense, alternately agitated by their hopes 
and fears, men looked to the result with the most 
intense anxiety ; and, at length, about the end of 
May, imder the influence of a warmer sun, and 
with the aid uf a close and stagnant atmosphere, 
the evil burst forth in all its terrors. From the 
centre of St GUes's the infection spread with ra- 
pidity over the adjacent parishes, threatened the 
court at Whitehall, and, in defiance of every pre- 
caution, stole its way into the city. A general 
June panic ensued. The nobility and gentry were the 
first to flee ; the royal family followed ; and then 
all, who valued their personal safety more than 
the considerations of home and interest, prepared 
to imitate the example. For some weeks the tide 
of emigration flowed from every outlet towards 
the country ; it was chedced at last by the refusal 
of the lord mayor to grant certilicates of health. 
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and by the opposition of the neighbouriiig town- C HAP* 
ships, whieh rose in their own defence, and Ibnued 

a barrier round the devoted city. '■ 



The absence of the fugitives^ and the conse- iicguU- 
qnent eeMation of trade «id bieddog up of esta- 
blishments» served to aggravate the calamity. It 
was calculated that forty thousand servants had 
been left without a home, and the number of ar- 
tisans and labourers thrown out of employment 
was still more considerable. It is true that the 
diarity of the opulent seemed to keep pace with 
the progress of distress. The king subscribed the 
weekly sum of 1000/; the city of 600/.; the 
queen dowager, the archbishop of Canterbury, the 
earl of Graven, and the lord mayor, distinguished 
th^ooselves by the amount of their benefactions ; 
and the raacfistrates were careful to ensure a con- 
stant supply of provisions in the markets : yet 
the families that depended on casual relief for the 
means of subsistence were necessarily subjected 
tu privations, which rendered them more liable to 
receive, and less able to subdue, the contagion. 
The mortality was at first confined chiefly to the 
lower classes, carrying off in a larger proportion 
the children than the adnit, the females than the 
men. But, by the end of June, so rapid was the 
diffusion, so destructive were the ravages of the 
disease^ that the civil authorities deemed it time 
to exercise the powers with which they had been j^j^ ^ 
invested by an act of James I. ^ for the charitable 
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CHAP. **^Telief and ordering of persons infected with the 
1665. "plague*^*'. 1**. They divided the parishes into 

■■I districts, and allotted to each district a competent 
number of officers, under the denomination of 
examiners,' searchers, nurses, and watchmen. 
S^. They ordered that the existence of the dis- 
^as^, wherever it might penetrate, should be made 
iviiowu to the public by a red cross, one foot in 
length, painted on the door, with the words» 
Lord have mercy on us placed above it. From 
that moment the house was dosed ; all egress for 
the space of one month was inexorably refused ; 
and tiie wretched inmates were doomed to remain 
under the same roof» communicating death one to 
the other. Of these many sunk under the horrors 
of their" situation : many were r^dered desperate. 
They ehided the vigilance, or corrupted the fide- 
lity of the watchmen, and by their escape, instead 
of avoiding, served cmly to disseminate the conta- 
gion *^ S*>. Provision was also * made for the 
speedy interment of the dead. In tlie day time 
officers were always on the watch to withdraw 
from public view the bodies of those who expired 
in the streets ; during the night the tinkling <tf a 

St. i. Jbmobb, i. c. 31. In the next Beasion of parliament a 
blU was iutrodttced to extend these powers, but was lost througb 
the refusal of the lords to allow their houses to be shut up at the 
discretion of the constables. L. Journ. xi. 608. Marvel, i, 68, 

^ Persons thus escaping^ if taken in company with otfaersi, and 
found to have infec tuMis sores upon them were liable to sufibT 
death as felons : if without sores^ to be treated as rogues and Ta§a« 
bonds. Ibid. vii. 
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foeil» accompanied with tiie glare of liiika» as- CUAK 
nounced the approach of the pest-cart^ makiiig its 
round to receive the victims of the last twenty- 

four hours. No coffins were prepared ; no funeral 
service was read : no mourners were permitted to 
folloMT the remains of their relatives or friends. 
The cart proceeded to the nearest cemetery, and 
shot its burthen into the common f^ave, a deep 
and spacious pit, capable of holding some scores 
of bodies, and dug in the church-yard, or, when 
the church-yard was full, in the outsldrts of the 
parish. Of the hardened and brutal conduct of 
the men to w horn this duty was committed, men 
taicen from the refuse of society, and lost to all 
sense of morality or decency, instances were re- 
lated, to which it would be difficult to find a pa- . 
rallel in the annals of human depravity 

The disease generally manifested itself by the Symp- 
usual febrile^symptoms of shivering, nausea, head- the dL. 
ache, and delirium. In some these affections were 
so mild as to be mistaken for a slight and tran-. 
sient indisposition. The victim saw not, or would 
not see, the insidious approach of his foe ; he ap- 
plied to his usual avocations, till a sudden laint- 

. it Rugge« MS. 573. . Eduurd, 8SS. Hodges, Loimologia, 93. 
De Foej Hiitorj of the Plague m London. Tllo^gll De Foe, for 
drtmatie dSESect, wrote ae an eye witness, which he could not be, 
yet fab narratiFe, as to the substance of the &ets, is conflrmed bj 
aU the other authorities. Hodges and JOe Foe attribute also the 
deaths (rfmany to the avarice of their nurses^ who destroyed the 
lives, that they migfat carry off the money and trinkets of the 
patients. 

VOL. XII. K 
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OHAP. iiess'tome on, iJie ]nacul«».ilie fatal ^' iokeas''^ 
1665. appeared on bis breast, and witbin an bour liUft 



._— was extinct. But, in most cases, the pain and 
the delirium left no room for doubt. On the third 
or fourth day, buboes or carbuncles arose : if these 
could be made to snppurate, recovery nugfat be 
antidpatied ; if tbey resisted the efforts of nature, 
and the skill of the physician, death wavS inevit- 
able. The sufferings of the patients often threw 
Ibem into paroxysms of pbremsy. Thej burst 
the bands by which they were confined to their 
beds ; thty precipitated themseh from the win- 
dows ; they ran naked into the street, and plunged 
into the river 

Tenon of Men of the strongest minds were lost in amaao- 
^^e pco- j^^j^^^ when tbey eontemplated this scene of woe 
and desolation : the weak and the credulous be- 
came the dupes of their own fears and imagina- 
tions. Tales the most improbable, and piedietionB 
the most terrific, were circulated ; numbers assem- 
bled at different cemeteries to behold the ghosts 
of the dead walk round the pits in which their 
bodies had been deposited ; and crowds believed 
that they saw in the heavens a sword of flame, 
stretching from Westminster to the Tower. To 
add to their terrors, came the fanatics, who felt 
themselves Inspired to act the part of. prophets* 
One of these, in a state of nudity, walked through 
the dty, bearing on his head a pan of burning 

<^ Hodges, 67, 97-*lS9. 
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eoals^ and denouncing the judgments of God on CRAP, 
its sinful inhabitants ; another, assoming the dia* iH'^^ 
meter of Jonuh, proclaimed aloud as he passed, — ■■ 

Yet forty days, and London sliall be destroyed ; 
and a third might be met, sometimes hy day* 
sometimes by night, advancing with a hurried, 
step, and exclaiming with a deep sepulchral voice, 
" Oh the great and dreadful God " ! 

During the months of July and August thel>e«»la- 
weather t^s sidtry, the heat more and more o|Hd^.^^^^ 
pressiiie* The eastern parishes, which at first 
had been spared, became the chief seat of the pes- 
tilence, and the more substantial citizens, whom 
it had hitherto respected, suffered in eommon with 
their l^s opulent neighbours ^\ In many places 
the regulations of the i7i;igistrates could no loiig-cr 
be enforced. The nights did not suffice for the 
burial of the dead, who were now borne in coffins 
to their graves at all hours of the day ; and it was 
inhuniau to shut up the dwellings of the infected 
poor, whose families must have perished through 
want, had they not been permitted to go and seek 
relief. London presented a wide and heart* 
rending scene of misery and desolation. Rows of 
houses stood tenantless and open to the winds ; 
others, in almost equal numbers, exhibited the 



' • A The weekly retiirnfl of the dead for theae months were, 1006, 
1S6S, im, S785, 8014, 4030, 5318, 5668, 7406. I take no notice 
of the distinction made b j the bills between those who died of the 
plague, and those who died of other diseases, because I concdre 
no reliance can be pla<»d on it* 

K 2 
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CHAP, red cross flaming on the doors. The chief 
ul&, thoroughfares, so lately trodden by the feet of 

■ ' " thousands, were overgruvyn with grass. The few' 
individuals who ventured abroad walked in the 
middle, and, when they met» declined on opposite 
sides, to avoid the contact of each other. But, if 
the solitude and stilhit^ss of tlie streets impressed 
the mind with awe, there was something yet more 
appalling in the sounds, which occasionally burst 
upon the ear* At one moment .were heard the 
ravings of delirium, or the wail of woe, from the 
infected dwelling ; at another, the merry soiig, or 
the loud and careless laugh issuing from the 
wasfliailers at the tavern, or the inmates of the 
brothel. Men became so familiarised with the 
form, that they steeled their feelings against the 
terors, of death. They waited each for his turn 
with the resignation of the Christian, or the ior 
difference of the stoic. Some devoted themsdvcB 
to exercises of piety ; others sought relief in the 
riot of dissipation, and the recklessness of 
despair. 

The pes- . . September came ; the heat of the atoiosphere 
abates, began to abate ; but, contrary to expectation, the 
mortality increased^. Formerly, a hope of 
recovery might be indulged ; now infection was 
the certain harbinger of death, which followed*, 
generally, in the course of three days, often 



The lettim Hot the week ending 8c|i. S, was WUSL 
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Urithin the space of tweilty-faur hours. The CHAP. 

privy council ordered an experiment to be tried, j^^^ 
which was grounded on the practice of former ■ 
times. To dissipate the pestilential iniasm, fires ^P* ^* 
of sea-coaI» in the proportion of one fire to every 
twelve houses, were kindled in every street, 
court, and alley of London and Westminster. 
They were kept burning three days and nights, 
and were at last extinguished hy a heavy and 
continuous fall of rain. The next bill exhibited Sep. 5— 
a considerable reduction in tlie amount of deaths ; 
and the survivors congratulated each other on tiie 
cheering prospcgct^. But the cup was, soon 
dashed from their lips ; and in the following Sep. 19— 
week more than ten thousand victims, a number 
hitherto unkno wn, sank under the augmented 
violence of the disease^. Yet» even' now* when 
hope had yielded to despair,' their deliverance was 
at hand. The high winds, which usually accom- 
pany the autumnal equinox, eooled and purified 
the air; the fever, though equally contagious, 
assumed a less malignant form, and its ravages 
were necessarily more confined from the diininu^ 
tion of the population, on wliich it had hitherto 
fed. The weekly burials successively decreased 
from thousands to hundreds, and, in the banning 



« The return fell to 7690. ' " . 

Tbe number retiimed wps 8S97j but It was generally acknow- 
ledged that Uie bale were very inponect^ and seldom gave more 
tlian two-thirds of the real number. 
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CHAP, of December, seventy -three parishes were pro- 
mi. ]iounced clear of the disease^. The intelligence 



was hailed with joy by the emigrants, who re- 

tamed in crowds to take possession of their homes, 
1669. and resume their usual occupations ; in- Febmaiy 
Feb. 1. tlic court was once more fixed at Whitehall, and 
the nobility and gentry followed the footsteps of 
the sovereign. Though more than one hundred 
thousand individuals are said to have perished, 
yet in a short time, the chasm in the population 
was no lons^cr discernible. The plague continued, 
indeed, to linger in particular spots ^, but its 
terrors were forgotten or despised ; and the streets, 
* so recently abandoned by ^the inhabitants, were 
again tli rouged with multitudes in the eager pur- 
suit of proht, or pleasure, or crime. 
Failure of From the metropolis, the pestilence had ez- 
tempt at tended its destructive sway over the greater part 
Bergen, of the kingdom. The fugitives carried the infec- 
tion with them wherever they found an asylum ; 

The decrease wai as follows, 6460, 6790, 6068, i806, 1388, 
1787, 1850, 905, 644. 

'Tfaieie was not b week in the year in which some cases of 
plagpe were not returned. For ali these particulars, see Hodges, 

Loimologia; "He Foe; the newspapers of the year; Evelyn, 
Diary, ii, '2^5 ; Ellis, Letters, second series iv. 3 Pepys, ii. 
866, 73, 6, 81, 86, 93, T, 305, 9, 10. Clarendon, wiOi liis usual 
inaccuracy, makes the number of dead, according to the weekly 
bills, to amount to 160,000, which, he says, ouirht, in the opinion 
of well-informed persons, to be doubled. (Clarendon, 326). The 
mnnber of Inirials, according to the bills, was only 97,306. (Tabic 
pcefixed to Loimologia.) If we add ooe-tbird for omisnons, the 
amount wOl be about 180,000 ; but from these must be deducted 
the deaths from other causes than the plague. 
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iiA the mortality was g^ecally. proportionatie to ichap, 
tte density of the population^'. Fortunately it ia65. 

confined its ravages to the land ; the fleet continued * " ^ 
healthy ; and, as souii as the ships damaged in the 
iate engagement were repaired, the duke of York 
hastened to take the command ; bat his eagerness 
was checked by the prohibition of the king, who 
Ijad been solicited by the queen-mother not to 
expose the of the presumptive heir to the un- 
certain chances of battle. The earl of Sandwich 
succeeded him, and sailed to watch the hostile 
navy in the TexeL In the meanwhile two fleets 
of Dutch merchantmen, the one from the East 
Indies, the other from Smyrna, valued at twenty- 
five million of livres, steering round the north of 
Ireland and Scotland, had taken shelter in the 
neutral harbour of Bergen in Norway. The 
temptation ^va8 too powertui for the honesty of 
the king of l>eDmark : and, on condition that he July, 
should receive a moiety of the profits, he con«» 
sented to coimive at tlic capture ufthe Hollanders 
by the English fleet. Sandwich sailed immediately 
to Bezgen, and Clifford; afterwards lord-treasurer, 
held an unsatisfiustory conference with Alefeldt^ 
the governor. That officer proposed that the 
English should wait till he had received instruc- 
tions from Copenhagen ; but Sandwich refused ; 



«7 In August of the following year it rag€«l with violence in , 
Colchester, Norwkh, Winchester^ Cambridge^ and Salisbury. 
Rugge^ MS. 
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CHAP. Tfddiman entered the harbour with a poweiful 
^ squadron; and the Dutch moofed their i^ps 
across the bay, and raised a battery of forty-one 

Au^.3. giuis on the shore. A sudden change in the di- 
rection of, the wind compelled the ^English to cast 
anciior under the cannon of the castle ; but Tyd- 
diman, trusting to the neutrality of the governor* 
commenced the attack, and had already driven the 
enemy from most of their defences, when the gar- 
riscm opened a destructive fire on the assailants. 
One ship was sunk; the others, cutting their 
cables, ran out to sea, and the enterprize was 
abandoned. With wliom the blame of the failure 
ought to rest. Clarendon professes himself unable 
to determine : Sandwich complained loudly of the 
duplicity and bad fedth of the king of Denmark ; 
but sir Gilbert Talbot, the Ens^lish ambassador, 
acquits the Danish authorities, and asserts that 
Sandwich refused to wait but one day for the 
arrival , of instructions from Copenhagen, under 
the notion that, by acting without the permission 
of the Dane, he should exclude him from any 
right of participation in the expected booty ^^ . 

Captures , To the pensionary DeWitt» the principal advo- 
cate of the war in Holland, to preserve the mer- 
chantmen in Bergen was an object of the first 
importance. Though a mere landsman, he took 



«7 Clarendon, 270, 277—281. Pepys, ii. 324. Miscel. Aul. 
3 ^9. E< hard, 821 ; and sir GUbert Talbot's Narrative mnoog the 
Lanftdowne MSS., p* 4^. 
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the command of the fleet, and, impastlent o# the cHAP. 

obstruction caused by a contrary wind, sought ^Jg^ 

.and discovered a new passage out of the Texel 

He sailed to Bergen, and the menehantmen placed 
iimisdves under his protection : hnt the fleet 
was dispersed by a storni, and Sandwich had the Sep. 4. 
good fortune to capture eight men-of-war, two of 
the richest Indiamen, and about twenty other 
vessels. But avarice tempted him to take from 
the Indiamen a part of their cargo to the value of 
2,000/., and the other flag-officers, with his per- 
mission, followed his example. The king and 
the duke as lord high admiral, condemned his 
presumption : he acknowledged his offence before 
the council ; and was in punishment deprived of 
the command, but, to save his honour in the eyes 
of the public, received the appointment of ambas* 
sador to ib» court of Spain ^. 

Charles, on account of the pestilence in Lon- Parlia- 
don, had suininoned the parliament to meet in oxford! 
Oxford. His object was tQ obtain another supply 
of money. The expenses of the war, pertly 
through the want of naval stores^, partly 
through the negligence and rapacity of the offi- 
cers, had considerably exceeded the calculations 



* Lords' Journ. xi. 687. Clarendon, 300 — 6. Coke, ii. 38. 
Miscel. AuL 361. D'Estrades, iL 364. Vepja, ii. 3S4^ 9^ 347^ S62, 
Svelyn, ii. 84S. 

To supply the naral arsenals, Charles, of bis own authority, 
mspended the nansation act, and yet the parliament took no 
notice of it Colce, ii. 140* 
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CHAP, of his ndnistarsy and the whole of the last parlia- 

1665. TBaeniary grant was abready^ mortgaged to the 

— creditors of the public. With the king's request, 
that the two houses^ by their liberality, would 
complete their own worlc, they cheerfully com- 
plied ; and an - additional grant of l»S5O,000jL« 
with a present of J 20,000/. to the duke of Yotk, 

Oct. 23. was voted witlunit a muriuvir. The next object 
which claimed their attention, was the danger to 
be feared from the enemies of monarchy. Aiger-r 
non Sydney, and many of the exiles, had hastened 
to Holland, and otiercd their services to the 
States. Whether the latter seriously meditated 
an invasion of England or Scotland* may be 
doubted : but they certainly gave naval and mili- 
tary commands to several of the refugees, and 
encouraged the formation of a council of English 
malcontents at the Hague. These corresponded 
with their friends in England ; the most sinister 
reports were put in circulation; strangers, not- 
withstanding the mortality, were observed to 
resort to the capital ; and information was sent to 
Monk of secret meetings of conspirators, and of 
plots for the seizure of the Tower and the burning 

Sep* 1. of the city. Rathboue, Tiu kcr, and six of their 
associates were apprehended, and paid the forfeit 
of their lives ; but colonel Danvers, the leader» 
escaped from the grasp of the officers, and found 

Oct 3. an asylum in the country. Alarmed by this 
insignificant i)lot, the parliament attainted several 
of the conspirators by name, and, in addition. 
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every natural bom subject who should remain in chap. 

the service of the States after a fixed day''*. . i«65. 
These enactments, however, did not satisfy the 
more timid or more zeatoos. During the pes-^*'"''^ 
tilence, many of the orthodox dergy in the 
metropolis persisted with the most laudable con- 
stancy in the discharge of their duties ; many, 
yielding to their fears, had skulked away from 
the scene of danger, and sought security in the 
oouiitry. The presbyterian ministers who had 
recently been ejected, seized the upportiinity to 
ascend the vacant pulpits amidst the loud cries of 
their congr^tions what must we do to be 
** saved \ The self-devotion of these men, who 
braved the perils of death thai they might ad- 
minister the consolations of religion to their 
afflicted brethren, is said to have provoked the 
jealousy of their rivals ; and that jealousy, if it 
really existed, was speedily gratified by new penal 
enactments. That the law had been violated, no 



^ L. Journ. xi. 688, 689. St 17. Car. !L e. Parker, 78-^ 
87. Burnet, i. 393. Clwrendoii, 5^. It has often be^ asserted 
that tliese plots, and the correspondence said to be carried on be^ 
tween the disaifected in England and the Dutch, were mere fic- 
tions. The following^ extracts from the letters of D'Estradcs, the 
French minister at the Haguej to his sovereig-n, wi]! [)erhaps prove 
tlie contrary. Les ^tats ont de graiulcs inteliigtiices eii Ecossc, 
et parmi les ministres dc leur religion v\\ An<^lctcrre. Mtnioires 
d'Estradcs, ii. 383. Oct. 3, 16Ga. L Ecosse fait entendre aux 
^tats que dbs que votre majeste se declarera, eUe a un fort partii A 
niettre en campagne, et que les miniBtres de TAngleterre de la 
jatme religion de ceux de ce pays matidcnt la mdme chose* Id. 
385. 
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CRAP, oae could deny; but the violation had been com- 

^^J; mitted in circumstances so extraordinary as to be 

more worthy of praise than censure. To add, 

therefore, to the legal offence, it was pretended 
that the ministers had employed the opportunify 
to disseminate from the pulpit principles of sedi- 
tion and treason, representing the j)lague as a 
visitation from Providence, partly on account of 
their own expulsion from the churches, and partly 
on account of the immorality of the sovereign 
and his court : charges in which it is probable 
that the indiscretion of one or two individuals 
was not only exaggerated, but unjustly extended 
to the whole body. However that may be, an 
Oct SO. act was passed, prohibiting every non-conforming 
minister to come, unless he were passing on the 
road, within five miles of any town sending mem- 
bers to parliament, or of any village in which he 
had ever lawMly or unlawfully exercised 'his 
ministry, under the penalty of a fine of 40/. for 
every such offence, and of six months* imprison- 
ment, if he refused in addition to take the oath 
of non-resistance. For the better execution of 
this, the five-mile act, the bishops received from 
the orthodox clergy the names of all non-conform- 
ing ministers within their respective parishes; 
spies and informers were everjrwh^re emplo3red 
and encouraged ; and the objects of suspicion 
were compelled to lix themselves and their fami- 
lies in obscure parts of the country, where th^ 
depended for support on their own labour and the 
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casual charity of others. But the oath was still CHAP^ 
refused ; and the sufieriiigs of the victims served 
OBly to. rivet their doctrines more firmly in the 
minds. of their hearers 

De Witt had long sought to strengthen himself Louis 
and his party with the protection of the king of ^^the 
•France ; and Louis was not unwilling to purchase 
the services of a man, who governed the states 
of Ilollaiul, and through them was able to con- 
trol the other provinces of the republic. To him 
De Witt had communicated several proposals for 
the partition of the Spanish Netherlands ; and 
the king, though he nourished a more ambitious 
project in his own breast, to humour the Dutch- 
man, consented to enter into a negotiation re- 
specting ^e conditions ^\ But, in I66d, Philip 
of Spain died, leaving the crown, and all the 
dominions dependent on it, to the infant his son, 
under the regency of Marianne of Austria, the 
quieen-mother. Louis now determined^ as he 
had previously intended, to take possession of 
Flanders, under the pretence, that by the custom 
of several provinces in the Netherlands^ called. 



r L. Joum. xL 700. St 17. Car. iL c. 2. Wilkins, Con. iv% 
683. Burnet, i durendon, who, ag uiual, is very 

accurate, S17, SOD. The act did not siention non-eonfiMmuit 
ministers, but included them unider the description of persons, wlio 
bad enjoyed eocleriastiad promotioa, or preached at unlawlul con- 
venticles. 

All the letters of D'Estrades, from his arrival in Holland till 
166i, shew how tirmly this unfortunate statesman had devoted 
himself to the interests of France. 
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CHAP. ^® right of devolution, those provinces belonged 
to his wife, Maria Teresa, the daughter of Philip 
^ , hf his first marriage. It was, indeed, true that 
Louis b7 contract, and his young queen by a se^ 
parate instrunient, had solemnly renounced all 
daim to the succession to the Spanish monarchy in 
general, and to Flnjiders, Burgundy, and Charo- 
lais in particulars^: but it was contended, that 
the king had been released from the obligation of 
the contract by the nori-paynient of the marriage 
portion on the part of Spain, and that Maria 
Teresa, had never been bound by the renunciation, 
because it was made during her minority. It 
chauced, however, that thv Dutch, in virtue of 
the defensive alliance concluded between them 
and France in 166S, called upon Louis to join as 
their ally in the war ; and it seemed impolitic to 
provokfe hostilities at the same moment with two 
such powers as England and Spain. It was, 
indeed, easy to elude the demand, by replying 
that a defensive treaty did not bind, when the 
party claiming aid had provoked the war ; but, 
on the other hand, it was argued that Louis, by 
cheerfully uniting with the States, would render 
them less hostile to his intended occnpation of 

» DumoDt, vi part L S8S, 8^ Bj the law of devolution, wlucfa 
prevailed in several provinces of the Netherlands, the right of li»> 
■herltance was given to the childrm of the first marriage, even 
females^ to the exclusion of the issue by the second. Maria Teresa, 
the consort ot Louis, was the daughter of Philip of Spain by his 
first wife ; Charles, the inlieritor of the monarchy, was bis sonhy 
the second. 
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Fiauder8 ; and that, under the pretext of prevent- cfiAE, 
ing the descents of the English, he might covertly ^ JJ^ 
make preparations, and assemble troops on the ' " 

nearest parts of the coast ^* Louis followed this 
counsel: his ambassador informed Charles that 
unless peace were, speedily concluded, his master 
would feel himself bonnd to take part against him 
in the war; and the English king had the spirit 
to defy the power, rather than submit to the 
dictation, of a foreign prince. 

In' January the French monarch, though witih Treatiei. 
many expressions of regret, declared war ; but, 
at the reclamation of the English ambassador, 
granted three months to British subjects to with- 
draw with their effects firom his territories '^ The 
approach of a French force soon compelled the 
bishop of Munster, who, as the ally of Charles, 
had made a formidable inroad into the province 
of Overyssel, to submit to a disadvantageous Aprils, 
peace ; and the French agent at Copenhagen pre» 
vailed on the king of Denmark to withdraw from Feb. i. 
his alliance with England, and to make common 
cause with the States. Charles, on his side, 
conchided a treaty with the king of Sweden, by Feb. s. 
which each party engaged not to furnish muni- . 

^ Dumont, vi partiLp. 412. (Euvres de Louis XIV., iL 6 — 11, 

25, 130. 

7^ Dumont, part iii. 89. Clar. 282, 8. MisceL Aul. 373. Mrf- 
moires D'Estrades, iii. 54, 64. Charles, on his part, offeied 
freedom from molestation in person or property to all natives of 
France, or the United Provinces, residing in, or coming into his 
domitdmis, ''especially to those of the reformed religion, whose 
" interest should particularlj be owned by him". Ralph, i. 159. 
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.CHAP, tions of war to the enemies of the other; but 
failed in an attempt to create an opposition to 

« - ■ De Witt in Holland through the intrigues of De 

liuat, a partisan of the house of Orange, who 
forfeited his life as a traitor to the republic 

The four These n^otiations occupied the first monUis of 

days' bat* ii,^ new year: in May, prince Rupert and the 
duke of Albemarle assumed the joint command 
of the English fleet, and insulted with impunity 
the coast of Holland. There was but little cor- 
diality between the two admirals. The pride of 
Rupert could hardly Inmk an equal in rank and 
authority ; but the people remembered the former 
victories of Monk over the Dutch, and Charles 
gratified the general wish by associating him witb 
the prince in the chief command.' They had 
returned to the Downs, when advice was received 
that the Dutch navy was not in a state to put to 
sea for several weeks, and that a French squadron, 
under the duke of Beaufort, had reached Belleisie 
from the Mediterranean. Unfortunately neither 
report was true. De Ruyter, accompanied by 
De Witt, had ahready left the Texel : the duke of 
Beaufort had not passed the Straits of Gilindtajp. 

May 29. Rupcrt, howevcr, procured an order from cOuit 
to hasten with twenty sail in search of the 

May SI. French, while Albemarle, with fifty-four, directed 
his course to the , Gun-fleet. The next morning 

June 1. the duke, to his surprise, descried the Dutch fleet 



Clarendon, 327, 9, 333-^. Dumout, vi. par. iiL S9» 83, 109. 
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of more than eighty men of war lying at aadior cu af. 
€fff the north Foreland. He had so oftea spoken i\q^, 
with contempt of the enemy, had severely criti- >^ ' " 
dzed the caution of the earl of Sandwich, that to 
retire without fighting would have exposed him 
te tiie censure and derision of the puUie. A 
council of war was instantly summoned; the 
majority, in opposition to their own judi^rnent, 
acquiesced in the i^ash, but decided opinion of 
their commander^ and the signal was made to 
bear down without delay on the enemy. No line 
was ionned, no order observed ; the blue squa- 
dron, which led the van, fought its way through 
the hostile fleet ; but most of the ships of which 
it consisted were captured, or destroyed, or dis* 
abled. Darkness separated the combatants, and 
the action re-commenced with the return of light. 
But» if Monk on the preceding day had fought 
for victory, he was now reduced to fight for 
safety. A reinforcement of sixteen sail added Jhms. 
to the liopes and the courage of the enemy : 
nor was it without the most heroic exertions 
that the • English were able to protract the 
unequal contest till night. Monk having burnt 
a part of his disabled ships, and ordered the 
others to make for the nearest harbour, opposed 
in the morning sixteen, that remuned as a rear* 
guard to the pursuit of De Ruyter* But, in the June a 
hurry of their flight, they ran on the Gialloper 
Sand, wliere the Prince Royal, the boast of the 
English navy, was lost, and where the rest would 

VOL. XII, I. 
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CHAP, probably have shared its fate» had not Rupert, 
im. ^ squadron of twenty sail, at last arrived 

^ ■ to their relief. He had received orders to return 
from St. Helen's on the first day of the battle; nor 
was it ever explained why he did not join Albe- 
marle till the evening of the third. The force oi 
the hostile fleets wais now more nearly balanced : 

June 4h they renewed the engagement on the following 
morning; and, having passed each other hve 
times in line, separated under the cover of. a 
ln]st'^ Sudi was the result of this succesiiion of 
obstinate and sanguinary engagements. That the 
Dutch had a just claim to the victory, cauiiut be 
doubted ; though, if we consider, the fearful dia- 
parity of ^orce, we must own that no disgrace 
could attach to the English. They may be 
** killed", exclaimed De Witt, " but they will not 
** be conquered At home the conduct of Monk 
wias severely and deservedly censured ; but no 
one could convince him that he acted imprudently 
in provoking the battle, or that he had not in- 
flicted more injury than he had received 
Both fleets stood in need of repairs : both, by 

Jmiets. extraordinary efforts, were In a short time again 



^ Com. Journalsj 1667, Oct. 31. Clarendon, 343, i. Coke, 
144. Heath, 550. Le Clere, il. 139. Bmage, i. 77S. Pepys, 
it 898—409, 410, h 2, 5, 484, 484, 5. 

^ Fepyt, li. 4S8L Com. Jown. Oct 81* According to Brdya, 
the EngKih lost ten dupe, one tbouaaiid seven hundred men killed 
and wounded, and two thousand taken (ii. 958.): the Dutch ee* 
ki|owledged the loss of two admirals, seven CBptaine, and one 
thousand eight hundred men. he Clerc, ii. 148. 
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stflM. !niey^met; the Tietory WW ftftt^ 

bbfitiiiately^ disputed ; but the better foitone, or ^^^'g, 

more desperate valour, of the English prevailed. - 

Few prizes were, however, made. With rash but 
succeBsfiil darings De Ruyter repeatedly turned on 
the pursuers, and kept them at bay» till the fugi* 
lives found a secure asylum in the Weirings. 
Rupert and Monk rode for weeks triumphant 
along the coast, interrupting the conunerce» and 
insulting the pride of their enemies. At the Bug:- 
gestion of a native, Hofanes/ with a squadnm of Aug. 6. 
boats and fire-ships, was ordered to enter the 
channel between Ulie and Schilling, the usual 
rendezvous of vessels trading to the Baltic : in a Aug. 9. 
short time two men of war, and' one hundred and 
fifty merchantmen with their cargoes, were in 
flames, and the next day the neighbouring town 
of Brandaris» consisting of one thousand houses* Aug. lo. 
was reduced to ashes. At the sight of the con-* 
flagration De Witt maddened with rage, and 
swore hy the almighty God that he would never 
sheath the sword till he had obtained his revenge : 
an oath which he religiously observed 

Louis was not uuMrilling tliat the two great intrigues 
maritime powers should exhaust themselves in 
this tremendous struggle. To his allies he had 
prondsed the co-operation of his fleet* but that 
promise was yet to be fulfilled ; and instead of 
risking the I'rench navy in battle against the 

^ Clarendon, 345. Pepys, u. 444. Miscd. Anl. 411> 9. Mi- 
moires B'JSitrades, iii. S46, S61. 
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CHAP. English, he sought to occupy the. attention of 
^11'^ Charles by exciting rebellion in bis dominions. 
With this view he employed agents to intrigue 
with the catholics of Ireland, who had lust their ' 
lands by the late act of settlement ; and encou- 
raged the hopes of the English exiles, who per^ 
suaded tliemselves that their party was still 
powerful in England. Algernon Sydney hastened 
to Paris : to the French ministers he maintained 
that tUe interest of France demanded the esta- 
blishment of a republic in England ; and to the 
French king he presented a memorial soliciting 
the gift of 100,000/. to enable his party to com- 
mence operations against the English government. 
But Louis paused before he would part with so 
large a siuii of money. In conclusion he offered 
Sydney 20,000/. in the first instance, with a pro- 
mise of additional aid, if the rising should take 
place**. 

Opera- About the middle of August, however, the duke 
ttone by Beaufort, contrary to the general expectation, 
Aug. IS. arrived at La RocheUe from the Mediterranean, 
and a plan was arranged between the two powers 
for the junction of their respective fleets in the 
British Channel. The Ehitch, for this purpose, 
had ahready passed the Strait of Dover, when 
they descried the£nglish under prince Rupert. 
De Ruyter, though on board, was confined by 



Louis XIV. ii. 203, and note ibid. MisceL Aul. 433. 
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i^evere indisposition; the men betrayed a disin- CHAP. 

cliuatioii to fight without the presence and orders 



of their favourite commander ; and the fleet ran — — 
close into the shore in St. John's Road, nea^ Bou- 
logne. Rupert dared not follow : he turned to 

oppose Beaufort, as he came up the C hauiiei ; but 
the violence of the wind compelled him to seek 
shelter at St. Helen's, and the French squadron Sep. 3. . 
had the good fiortnne to arrive safely at Dieppe. 
Louis, alarmed at the proximity of his fleet to the 
superior force of the English, by repeated mcs- 
Bages insisted that the Dutch should proceed to 
give it protection. But their ships had suffered 
severely from the weather ; the admiral was still 
unable to take the com in and ; ^nd instead of 
joining their allies, they embraced the hrst oppor- 
tunity of returning to their own ports, Beaufort, 
however, octricated hhnself from the danger, and 
stole his way down the Channel with no other 
loss than that of the Ruby, of fifty-foiu* guns®'. 

The storm which had driven the English fleet Fu v of 
into St. Helen's wa« productive of the most dis- 
ubtrous euiiscquences by land. On the nii^ht of 
Sunday, the 2d of September, a fire burst out in 
Pudding-lane, near Fish-street, one of the most 
crowded quarters of the metropolis. It originated 
in a bake-house ; the buildings in the neighbour- 
hood, formed of wood, with pitched roofs» quickly 



9^ Claiendoa, 847. Heatb,5&3. Mttcel.Aul.il8. Louis XIV. 
ii. 819, flS6. Temple, i. 477. 
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CBAP. canght the flames; and the stor^ with whicii 
1066. ^^^y were filled, consisting of those combustible 

■ articles used in the equipment of shipping, nou- 

rished the conflagratioD. To add to the mischief, 
the pipes from the new river were found empty^S 
and the engine, which raised water from the 
Thames, was reduced to ashes. The lord mayor 
arrived on the first alann : but his timidity and 
inexperience shrunk from the adoption of decisive 
measures : he refused for several hours to admit 
the aid of the military, and to those who advised 
the demolition of a range of houses, replied that 
he must previously obtain the consent of their 
respective owners ^, 

S^. 3. During the day the wind, which blew from the 
east, hourly augmented in violence ; and the hre 
spread with astonishing velocity, leaping from roof 
to roof, and fluently igniting houses at a dis- 
tance, and in apparent security. The following 
night (" if night, " says an eye-witness, " that 

^ On the authority of an old womauj the countess of Clarendon^ 
and of a dMne^ Dr. Lloyd, whose hn^ had l>eeii afflicted bj the 
study of the- Apocalypse^ Burnet grairely tells a story of one 
<3baAt^ apapMy a partner in llie worlu at Islington^ lia:^^ 
preceding Saturday turned tbe cocks, and carried away the keys. 
( H ist. i. 401.) But the fire happened on the sd of Septonber, and 
Higgons (Remarks, 319.) proves from the books of the company, 
that Grant had no share in the works before the S5th of that 
month. 

*3 The duke of York says, tb.it the oxprdient of blowing- up 
houses with gunpowder was suggested by an old woman (Macpher. 
Pap. i. 36.) ; Evelyn, by a party of sailors ; but " some tenacious 
** and avaritious men, aldermen, &c. woidd not permit it, because 

their houses must have been the first*'. iL 266. 
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" could be called, which was light as day for ten c hap. 
miles round, *') presented a most magnificent, iqq^ 

but appalling spectacle. A vast column of tire, a 
mile in diameter, was seen ascendiDg to the clouds ; 
the flames, as they rose^ were bent and broken, 
and shivered by the fury of the wind ; and eveiy 
blast scattered through the air innumerable flakes 
of fire, which falling on inflamiriabie substances 
kindled new conflagrations. The lurid glare of 
die sky, the oppressive heat of the atmosphere, 
the crackling of the flames, and the falling of the 
houses and churches, combined to fiil every breast 
with astonishment and terror. 

Instead, however, of adverting to the natural 
causes of the calamity, causes too obvious to es- 
cape an observant eye, the public credulity listened 
to stories of malice and treachery. It was said 
and believed, that men had been apprehended 
carrying with them parcels of an unknown sub- 
stance, which on compression produced heat and 
flame ; that others had been seen throwing fire 
balls into houses as they passed along the street ; 
that the foreign enemy had combined with the 
republicans and papists to bum the dty ; and that 
the French residents in the capital, to the number 
of twenty thousand, had taken up arms, and were 
massacring every native, who came in the way^ 
These reports augmented the general terror and 
confusion. All were mingled together, men la- 
bouring to extinguish the flames, citizens convey- 
ing away their families and goods, crowds flying 
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CHAP, from the imagiiiaiy mmsacre, others in anus has- 



TI. 



tening to oppose the ramdererSy abd mohs sur- 
rounding and ill-treating every stranger, foreigner, 
and reputed paj)ist, who ventured into the streets. 
Exertions Charles never appeared so deeply affected as at 
king. the sight of the conflagration. Breaking £rom hia 
pleaanrea and his mistresses, he displayed an 
energy of mind and body of which his most inti- 
mate friends thought him no longer capable. 
Whererar the danger i^peaied the greatest, the 
king was to be found with \da brother, mixing 
among the workmen, animating them by his 
example, and with his own hand rewarding their 
easrtiims ^» He divided the eity into districts, 
and gave the command of eacii district to one of 
the privy council. He ordered biscuits and other 
necessaries to be brought from the royal stores for 
the relief of the families in the fields, and sent out 
strong patroles of his guards, to prevent robbery, 
and to conduct to prison ali persons suspected and 
arrested by the populace, as the most likely means 
of preserving their lives. 
End of the Wiiile the storm continued, the conflagration 
conflagra. defiance to all the exertions human inge^ 
nuity or power. In many places houses had been 
blown up or demolished : but the ignited flakes 
were carried over the empty space, or the ruins 



^ " It is not iude€il imaginable how extraordinary the vigilance 
" and activity of the king and the duhe was, even labouring ia 
" penon^ and being present to command, order^ reward, or encou- 

rage workmen". Erelyn, ii. 2IS8, jJtk of Jamet, L 424. 
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agaiii took ftre, or the fiames Tiiie2q»ecCedl7tii]^ned chap. 

in a new direction. On ihe evening of Wednes- jg^^ 
day the violence of the wind began to abate ; the ■ 
duke of York saved the church of the Temple by ^P- 
the destructioii of the nelghbouriiig buildings i 
and the next morning a dmilttr |N!«eaation was Sep. 9. 
adopted by the king to preserve Westminster- 
abbey and the palace of Whitehall. About five 
In the evening of Thursday the weather became 
ealm ; and every heart beat with the hope that 
this dreadful visitation was approaching to its close. 
But in the night new alarms were excited. The 
fire burst out again in the Tmple ; it was atill 
aeen to rage with unabated ftury near Crippkgate, 
and a large body of fiame made rapid advance 
towards the Tower. The duke and the other no- 
blemen were immediately at their posts. With 
the aid of gunpowder large openings. were made; 
Charles attended at the demolition of the houses 
on the graff near the magazine in the Tower ; 
and the conflagration, being thus prohibited from 
extending its ravages, gradually died away» though 
months elapsed before the immense accumulation 
of ruins ceased to present appearances of internal 
heat and combustion 

By this deplorable accident two-thirds of the its ex- 
metropoliS) the whole space from the Tower to the ' 
l*emple, had been reduced to ashes* The number 



. « London G«2<!tte, No. 85* Clareod. 348—369. JSrelyn, ii. 
293^7. Philips, 658* Burnet, i 401> « ; and Pepyi, who in the 
confusion has divided one day into two. Diary« iii* 16— 35. 
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CfiAP« of lioiimcoiiBiiiiied amounted to th^ 
1606. bundred ; of churches, including St. Paul's, to 

■ eighty-nine, covering three hundred and seventy- 

tiuee acres within, and sixty-three without the 

Sep. 7. walls. In the fields about Islington and High- 
gate were seen lying on the bare ground, or under 
huts hastily erected, two hundred thousand indi- 
viduals, many in a state of utter destitution, and 
the others watching the small remnant of their 
property which they had snatched from thfs flames. 
Charles was indefotigable in his exertions to afford 
relief, and to procure them lodgings in the nearest 
towns and villages ®*. 

lu causa. Whoever considers the place in which the fire 
b^pan» the violence of the wind, and the materials 
of whidi the houses were built, will not be at a loss 
to accoimt for the origin and the extent of the 
conflagration. But it was an age in which poli- 
tical and. religious prejudices had perverted the 
judgments of men. Some considered it as an 
evident visitation of Providence in punishment of 
sin ; but of what sin ? Of the immorality of the 
king and the courtiers, replied the more rigid reli* 
gionists; of the late rebellion, recriminated the 
cavaliers ^. Others attributed it to the disloyalty 



«« St. Trials, vi. 807. Evelyn, ii.«71. 

Two rcinarkablo roinculences have been noticed. At the 
trials of certain conspirators in the precedim^^ April, it appeared 
that they had intcndetl to set fire to London on the 3d of Sep- 
tember of the last year, that they might avail themselves of the 
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and revenge, either of the repuhlicans, who sought CHAP, 
to destroy the seat of the monarchy, or of the 
papists, who wished to punish the strong hold of ■ ■■ 
orthodoxy. But of these charges, though the in- 
dividuals suspected were examined hefore the 
council and the lord chief justice, though the 
house of commons ordered a strict inquiry to he 
instituted, though every species of conjectural and 
hearsay evidence was admitted, yet no vestige of 
proof could ever be discovered. The report of 
the committee still exists, a complete refutation of 
the calumny Suhsequently, however, on the 
^ttonument erected to perpetuate this calamitous 
event, it was, and still stands, recorded, that "the ' 

hurning of this protestant city was begun and 
*^ carried on by the treachery and malice of the 

confusion to overturn the arovemment (London Gazette, Ap. 23 — • 
26) : and it was abont one in the morning' of Sep. S, of this year, 
that the fire made its appearance. Again^ in 1656, a treatise was 
advertised^ purporting to show from the Apocalypse, that in the 
year 14l6ff the RoiiiiBfa Babylon would be deitroyed by fire. (Merc. 
PoL in Burton's Diary, i czlrii.) Now tliia great, fire actually 
happened in 1699, the year Ibretcild, though it destroyed not the 
Romiflh, but the Engliiih Babylon* 

** The examinations are printed in HowdTs State Trials, vi. 
807 — 866. One Hubert, a French protestant, who formerly 
worked as a silversmith in the city, gave himself up as the incen- 
diary, was examined before the committee (fee his examination, 
p. 8^4), and, persisting in his story, was coinlcinned and executed. 
The man was clearly insane. "Neither tiie judges^ nor any pre- 
*' sent at the trial, did believe hiui guilty ; but that he was a poor 
" distracted wretch, weary of his life, and chose to part with it 
** tias way". Clarendouj 35S. See also Higgons ou Burnet^ 
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CHAP. " popish faction **. Next to the guilt of him who 

iM<i. perpetrates an atrocious crime, is the guilt ot those. 



who charge it on the innocent ®^ 



Proceea^ In the same month, when the parliament as* 
^^]^ sembled, it became manifisst that the popularity of 
meet. the king was on the wane in the lower house. 
The late disaster had thrown a gloom over the 
public mind ; and the murmurs of the people were 
echoed in the speeches of their representatives. 
The duke of Buckingham sought the couipany of 
the discontented ; by tales of the royal extrava- 
gance and immorality, he sharpened their indigna- 
tion and won their confidence; and, in a short 
tiine, tL formidable party was arrayed against the 
* advocates of the court. No man, indeed, could be 
more immoral than Buckingham himself; but 
Charles, to gratify the anger of Castlemaine, had 
banished him from court, and resentment ma^e 
him a saint and a patriot. The commons began, 
indeed, by voting a supply of 1,800,000/. ; yet, 
while they held out the money as a lure to the 
king, they required several concessions before they 
would deliver it into his hands. 1**. According 
to ancient custom, they displayed their zeal against 
the catholics. The attempt to fasten on them the 
charge of having fired the capital unfortunately 
fiEuled ; but a committee was appointed <^ to inquire 
" into the insolence of the papists and the increase 

•» The monument was begim in 1671, and finished in 1677 ; 
the inscription was written by Dr. Thomas Gaic, aUterward dean 
ofYofk. Pennant's London, 347. 
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of popi^y " ; and, though the information which ^ HAP. 
they procured^ consisted of tales so duldish and imc. 
improbable (bat tbey dared not pronounce an ' 
opiiiiou yet it served as the foundation of an 
address to the king ; and Charles, in accordance 
with their petition* commanded, by proclamation, 
all priests and Jesuits to quit the kingdom ; gave 
directions to the judges and magistrates to exe- 
cute the laws against recusants, to disarm all 
pifcpists, and to administer the oaths of alliance 
and supremacy to all persons suspected of popery ; 
and ordered the commanders of regiments to dis* 
miss from the army every officer and soldier who 
should refuse the oaths, or had not received the 
sacrament. 

S^. In 166S complaint bad been made in par- Debate on 
liament that the agricultural interest of England **** 
was sacrificed to that of Ireland ; that the annual 
importation of Irish cattle, amounting to more 
than sixty thousand beeves and a proportionate 
number of sheep, depressed the prices in the Eng- 
lish market ; and that the English fanners were 
no longer able to pay their rents to their landlords 
or their taxes to the king. The result was an act 
prohibiting under severe penalties the importation 
of cattle from the Irish to the Englisli ports. 
There now remained but one resource for the Irish 
farmer, the introduction of the dead carcase in 
place of the live animal ; and to meet this a bill 



It is publiBhed in the State Trials, vi 851— «. 
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OHAF. was brought in during the session at Ois&)Jci, to 
1666. CKtend the prohibition to salt be^» boocm, and 
pork. It was lost hy the' hastf iworogation <^ 

parliament, but revived in the present session. 
Never, for many years, had any question excited 
tmek agitadon in the public mind, or such animo- 
■iiies in the two houses. On the one parts it waa 
eontended that the parliament was bound in duty 
to protect the agricultural interest, which com- 
prised not only the farmers and their servants^ 
bat all the landlords in the kingdom ; on the other, 
that the people had a right to purchase their food 
at the cheapest market ; that it was unjust to pro- 
tect one interest at the expense of another ; and 
thaty if the Irish were not allowed to es^rt their 
cattle» they would not be able to import the ma- 
nufactures of England. The bill, after much 
contestation, was sent to the lords, and returiied 
by them with amendments, to which the commons 
ofc^jected. The opponents of the measure hoped, 
by fomenting the dissension, to suppress the bill : 
but the king was so anxious iKjt to lose by delay 
the supply which had been voted, and so alarmed 
by th^ tumultuous meetings of the agrieulturists 
in the country, that he commanded the duke of 
York and his friends in the house of lords to de- 
sist from their opposition. They withdrew before 
the division, and the bill was suffered to pass into 
a kw ^\ 

»> Miscel. Aul. 432, 6, 7, 9, 436. Coke, 151—144. riarcndoii, 
371—583, Carte, iL 317-322, 329— 334. In the course of these 
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3^. Reports were circulated that the Buppiies CHAP, 
previously voted for the war had been diverted Jj^ 
from their original destination ; and a bill was ■■■ ■ . 
carried through the commons appointing commis- 
sioners to audit the public accounts. Charles^ at®* 
the soikitation of sir George Carteret» treasnw S!i!£tL^ 
of the navy, and of Cooper, recently created lord 
Ashley, treasurer of the priae money, openly de- 
clared that lie would never yield his consent. It 
was a direct invasion of the royal prerogative ; it 
would prevent men from taking office if, instead 
of the regular method of auditing accounts, ^y 
were to be interrogated at will by the coiniiious, 
and subjected to the arbitrary judgment of thai 
house ; and, which was the most cogent aigumenft 
of all» it would reveal to the public the many and 
valuable grants which the king had made of the 
national money to his favourites and mistresses. . 
But to oppose it aj^taly might provoke and con- 
firm suspicion : whesa the bill came to the upper 
houses the lords voted an address to the king to 
appoint a commission of iiii^uiry ; the commons 



debates, Bockinglunii said that whoever opposed the liiU, unist 
have au Irish interest in his heart, or an Irish intellect in his head. 
Lord Ossery challenged him ; but he chose to mistake the plaoe 

of meeting, and to give an account of the whole proceeding to the 
house. Both were put under custody, and afterwards reconciled. 
Next he quarrelled with lord Dorchester, respecting a seat in a 
confereTice with the commons. The marquess in the scuffle lost 
his periwig, the duke a handful of hair. The two champions were 
sent to the Tower, and reconciled. L. Journ. xii. 18^ ii^, 
Clarendon, 376^9. MisoeL Aul. 423— e* 
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CHAP, resolved that 8uc]i an address, pending the bill, 
im. unparliamentary, and the two houses found 

I themselTes involved in an endless controversy re- 
specting tHeir rights and privileges. Charles, 
however, was now assailed from a different quar- 
ter. His 0])[)()nents threatened to impeach the 
countess of Castlemaine ; and his anxiety to screen 
her from prosecution induced him to employ his 
Jan. Si. influence in fa\ our of tlie bill. The lords passed 
it with a few trifling amendments ; and then its 
supporters, as if their only object had been to eXf* 
dte the distrust of the nation, instead of proceed- 
ing with a measure which they had so warmly 
pursued, suffered the bill to lie without notice on 
the table. The means of raising the supply by a 
pole tax and by eleven monthly assessments wera 

Feb. 8. voted, and the king having obtained his end, pro- 
rogued the parliament 

insurrec Duxiiig thls sesslou, the council was seriously 

ficotiuid. shunned by the news of an insurrection in Scot- 
land, an insurrection attributed at first to foreign 

t« L. Journ. xii. 34, 17, 62, 72, 81, 88. C. Journal, Jan. 24 ; 
Feb. 7. Clarendon, 368, S74. Charles, howerer, in the April 
following, did appoint a eonuniMion of loivls and eomnuHur, ''for 

taking aocounti of the sereral atune of money whack htd beat 

raised and assigned to his msjest/s use during the war, and of 
** an such moneys and profits as had been made of prises taken 
** ^ce.the beginning of the war, with power to call to account aH 
" treasurers^ receivers, &c. and all such authority, as might senre 
" for the effectual and impartial execution of the said commis- 

sion". They sate, continued the inquiry for many months, and 
made roports to the house of commoao. There was, however, no 
important result. 
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intrigaie; hat provoked in reolity by religioiid per. CHAP, 
secutiw. The eastern and northern ooninties had i^^j^ 

apparently acquiesced in the restoration of episco- ' ■ 
pacy ; but in the west and south a strong spirit 
of resistance had been manifested. Most of the 
3aiinisters were ejected, and their places supplied 
bjr blei^ymen, whose youth and habits were not 
calculated to render them acceptable to the people. 
When they took possession of their cores, they 
were generally received with contumely, sometimes 
with voUies of stones from crowds of women and 
children ; and when they ascended the pulpit, their 
churches were deserted by the majority of the pa- 
rishioners. These followed their former pastor to 
the bam and the moor ; the circumstances under 
1^ hi ch they met kindled the enthusiasm both of the 
preacher and his hearers ; and they separated with 
a firm determination to adhere to the' national co- 
venant, and to oppose to the death tlie anti- 
christian" institution of bishops. Tlie parlia- 
ment made laws to put down conventicles, and 
enforoe attendance at the parish church ; thehi^ 
eommission court endeavoured to subdue the most 
refractory by arbitrary and disproportionate pu- 
nishments ; and, as a last resource, a body of sol- 
diers, under sir James Turner, an Englishman, 
Was sent into the west to levy fines, and secure obe- . 
dienoe to the law. Without attaching entire credit 
to the t'xaggerated tales of the svUierers, we may 
presume that these military missionaries did not 
discharge their duties in a manner to please or 

VOL. XII. M . 
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(?HAP. condlifite tibe natives ; numerous frays occurrod 
166*7. between them a&d.tlie yeUgi<miete on whom Oisf 

were quartered : one of the eddiw wee shot wi 

^•••^ Dairy in Galloway ; tlie oirenders secured his cobei- 
{ttiiiotts for their own safSety ; their number quicldy 

Nor. Inaeosed ; thejr m^prmd and made prisoner sir 
Jmam Tomer himself; and, eatoniehed at thiar 
success, begau to deliberate respecting their fiitufe 
pruceecUijigs. They scarcely exceeded two tbou- 
aand mim ; but, on the ground that God waa 
able tp flave hy few aa weU aa by vimy"» Ituor 

Nof.ar. chose officers, renewed the covenant, and reaoivei 
to march towards Edinburgh. The night was 
cold and dark ; and, on their arrival at.JBathgate 
their f<me had dwrndled to leaa than one h^ nf 
its original amount They nevertheleas oontiaHed 
to advance ; but the gates were shut ; and the 
royal army under Dalziel followed their footsteps. 
They retrtsated from CoUingtown to Rullienrgcetf^ 

Nor. as* near the Pentland Hills, where their commaad«r» 
colonel \Vallace, faced the enemy. Of the minis- 
ters who accompanied them, Crookshank and Mao- 
cormick, natives of Ireland, took their station 
among the cavalry to fight the .battle of the JL^rd; 
Welch and Semple, natives of Scotland, aseended 
a neighbouring eminence to pray. The former 
fell in the first ciiarge ; the latter, as soon as they 
saw the loss of the battle, saved their, lives by 
flight About fifty of the insurgents were left 
dead on the field, and one hundred and thirty 
were made prisoners. It was a time when per<* 
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fattpd «dine effbct n^ht ha^e been fyrcdBeed t^Hie CHAP. 

lenity of government: but the prelates deemed it i^q^'j 



Dec. 7. 



more prudent to intimidate 1^ severity. Twenty 
wm exsevUdtA in the ^sapitaL aad alK>ttt the same _ 

Dec 14, 

mmtor in Glai^w, A]^, Irdne, and DmndHes. Dec. 22. 

AH refused the oath, and died professing their 
adhesion to the covenant. The king ordered a 
rigGv^OB hi^airy to be made into the origin of the 
ingmrfectkm; tmd the cbief of the prisosera were 
%(nrti!»red in the bo^itsi**, to draw lirom ^Ibem th6 
confession of their real object. But no trace could 
be discovered of any correspondence between them 
ttd the foreign eMeHiy: the coiiirt twoame cei^ 
^rtneed thait pemeentliM had gdaded them to Te^Uft^ 
ance; and an order was issued that the whigs 
(the name by w liich the covenanters were now 
teigmted) ^ookl be treated with iess eeverHy 

The Mippresdon of thk temult relieved Hh^ Difficulty 

, • r T • 1 » fitting 

king iroui one source or disquietude: there re- out the 

mained another, which he knew not how to^^ 
remove-^he pover^ of the exchequer. To pre- 
pare tibe fleet for sea required an immediate 

•tnpply of money ; and the grant made by the par- 
liament, though liberal in the amount, offered but 

a difttaat resource. In the former years the royal 

11 - ■ ■ 

!" Kirkton, 229—2.55. Wodrow, 2i?— 256. App. 86, 7, d. 
Burnet, i. 451. " The poor people, who were at this time in coli- 
" totipt called Avhiggs, became rtame-ffithers to all that owned atte 
" honest interest iii Britain, who wert called whiggs aifter th(*rii 

even at the court oi England ; so strangely doth Providence 
** improve man's liii^takes for the turlhciing^ of the Lord's pur- 
"pose". Kirkton, 255. 

M 2 
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CHAP, wants had been promptly accommodated by the 
bankers, a few opulent individuals^ members of the 
' company of goldsmiths, and aldennen in the dty. 
These it was customary to introduce into the 
royal presence; they were acquainted with the 
amount of the intended loan ; each subficribed for 
such portion as he chose to take» and received in 
return tlie assignation of some brancli of the pub- 
lic revenue, entitling him to its produce till the 
capital, with the interest at eight per cent., should 
be entirely dischaiged ^. But this expedient was 
now impracticable, on account of the embarrass- 
jnents, caused by the plague aud the fire, in mer- 
cantile and pecuniary transactions. The bankers 
had suffered considerable losses; money, had 
grown scarce ; tiie destruction of merchandize had 
diminished the receipt of the customs and excise ; 
and the inability of the treasury to fulfil its en- 
gagements had impaired the royal credit. In an 
evil hour, sir William Coventry proposed to lay 

*«• Ciakeadan, SSS^e, 314, 5. Ufe of James, i 486. Mac 
plienoiip Pap. L 867. The bankers were accuatosned to cfaaiSB 
eight per cent, on loans, and to give six per cent, on deposits. 

The manner of payment may be understood from the following 
order in council, published in March of tliis year r that all persons 
" who had lent money for his Majesty's service in the present war, 
" upon the credit of the late act for 125,000^., whose orders, were 
" of the numbers of 99, 100, and so forwards to 126, should take 
*' notice that there remained money for them in h&xxk. at the re- 
ceipt of his Majesty'a exchequer^ ready to pay both their prio- 
" dpal and Intereat, and dwuld thore&re cauae their respective 
" erdera and taUiea - to be brought mto the exchequer; and give 
M acqjuittances, that they might reoaye their loans and iote- 
" rests according to tlie said act" 
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Up the larger ships in ordinary, and to equip only CHAP, 
two squadrons of light frigates, one to harass the 
enemy V trade in the Cihannel, and the other that — ^ — 
in 'the Gewnah Ocean. The duke of York ob- 
jected with considerable force, that such an ex- 
pedient was in truth an abandonment of the 
sovereignty of the sea, and an invitation to the 
Dutch to insult the English coast, and plunder 
the maritiiiie counties. But the difficulty of pro- 
curing money, and the expectation of a speedy 
peace, weighed with the rest of the council ; and 
Charles consented to a measure which subse- 
quently gave him keener regret, and brought on 
him more lasting disgrace, than, perhaps, any 
other act of his government. 

' The king of France, who had completed his Secret 

preparations for the invasion of Flanders in the ^y^^*^^ 
spring, was anxious to free himself from the in- Louis, 
cumbrance of the war with England. Through 
Ruvigni, the agent of the French protestants at 
his court, he persuaded the earl of St. Alfoan^s, 
who, it was rumoured, had privately married tlie 
queen-mother, to proceed to London and sound 
the dispoisition of Charles. The English king 
earnestly wished to try again his fortune by sea ; 
but the difficulty of fitting out the fleet subdued 
his repugnance to a treaty, and he consented to 
send commissioners to Breda, on condition that 
an armistice should accompany the negociation ^. 



9^ Clarendon, 419. 
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CHAP. Louis met with greater difficulty on the part of 
1667. the States, who, aware that his intended conquest 
' of ^Flanders must prove injurious to theijr inter- 



1666* estSy sought to div;ert hiia from his. purpose bjr 
continuing the war, from which he had' ledenlljc 
pledged himself not to withdraw without their 
consent. But the inonarchi imtated. by their ob- 
jections and delays* diiBcovered an expedtent hy 
which he disappointed their hopesv Without ibe: 
knowledge of the ininisters at either court, he 
opened a secret negociation with Charles. Each 
prince addressed his letteis lo the queen Henrietta 
Maria» Louis as to his aunt, Charlea as to his 
mother ; and that princess forwarded them to. 
their destination, under covers as from herself. 
Neither had any real cause of hostility against the 
other, and the only difficulty arose from a desire 
in the English king to recover the isles hi the 
West Indies, which had been taken by the French, 
and on the part of Louis to obtain a pledge that 
England diould not oppose his designs against 
Spain. At length they compromised these pre* 
teubions, and it was agreed that each shouM 
abstain from hostilities against the other; that 
France should restoe her oonqiiests in the West 
Indies; that England, during the ^Miee of one 
year, should afFoM no assistance to Spain ; and 
that so much of this treaty as was ht to meet the 
eye of the public should be afterwards inserted in 
April a public treaty. Both Idngs solemnly pledged 
themselfes to the observance of the articles in a 
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paper under their respectire ^i^atures, which for ckaP. 

greater privacy and security was deposited with j^^^ 
Henrietta Maria, as their common relation and • 

Whife the s^enet treaty proeeeded, the French ^^^^ 
ambassador reiterated his demands at the Hague, iieetin 
and four out of the seven provinces, eager for^**^^*'* 
peace, resolved to withdraw their contributionti 
lowards the expences of the war. De WHl with 
his pafty was eontp^led to yield ; Breda was 
named for the place of the congress, and in the 
atmith of May the ambassadors of the several May i4% 
powers assemhled. But the pensionary still 
thirstad fi>r revenge : he knew that the Dutch 
fleet was ready to sail, and that England had no 
fleet to oppose ; and he determined not to throw 
away the q^rtunity which fortune had placed 
m his hands. When the ai'mistice was proposied^ 
the Dutch ininiediately refused their consent, on 
the ground that it would occupy as much time to 
discuss its- conditions as those of the peace itself ; 
aad while the EngMsh w^ei, and the French 
leaioiistmted, De Witt left the Texel in company 
with De Ruyter, and ordered the fleet to the 
amount of seventy 8ail» to join him in separate 
sfBadrooa at the buoy off &e Nore. 

The. English government was not taken by 
surprise. The warnings of the dnl^e of York liad 



5* For the knuNs ledge of Lhi» biugulai tfansaclioii;, the first of 
liic secret Lreaties between Louis and Charles, we are indebted to 
Loids himself, in his (Kwrtea, U. 969, 1186, 8, 9 ; v. S90, 406, 
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CHAP; awakened tbsm to a Bwe of the danger;, and 
ill'j^ three months before, orders had been issued - to 

■ raise a fort at Sheerness, to throw a boom cicross 
Feb. 87. ^j^g Med way at the stakes, to mount the guns on 
the batteries, and to {prepare a eompetentniuaber 
of fireships. . But it was not easy to carry these 
orders into execation. The commissioners of the 
navy already owed more than 900,000/. Their 
credit, was gone : the sailors refused, to serve, the 
labourers, to work, the merchants, to seU. without 
immediate ])ayment :• and to procure ready money, 
cither by application to the treasury, or by lo^n 
from the bankers, was impossible^. De Witt, 
that, he mightdistract the attenlioa of the coundl» 
ordered one division of his fleet to sail up the 
Thames as far as Gravesend, and the other , to 
destroy, wliich was his chief object, the shipping 
in the Medway. The fort at Sheerness opposed 
June s. but a feeltfe resistance. Though Charles, eio 
hasten the completion of the works, had visited 
them twice during the winter, they were still in 
an unfinished state, and a few broadsides levei)ed 
them with the ground. At the first alarm. Monk,- 
by the royal order, hastened to the mouth of the 
Medway. He erected batteries, and mooi-ed 
guard-ships for the protection of the boom, and 
sunk five ships before it in the narrowest part of 
the channel. He had not completed these pre^ 
June li. parations, when the Dutch advanced with the 



i»7 See Pepya^ iii. 156, 16S, 9, ir*. 
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wind and tide in tlieir fevour ; bat the olMrtrfie* CMA'P. 

II 

tiuii in the passage opposed an insuperable bar to j^^^J- 
their progress, and they were coiripelied to fall ■ 
back with the ehb* During the night» however* 
they disco^red a new ehannet sufficiently' deep 
for large ships at high water, and in the morning 
worked their way without impediment in thiis 
direction. The men of war immediately pointed June is. 
their guns gainst the batteries; and a heavy 
firesbip, running against the boom, hnng upon it.' 
A second followed in like manner ; the chain 
broke under their united weight ; and, in a short 
time, the guardships were in a Uase. The hull 
of the Royal Charles, a first rate, which through 
neglect of orders had not been removed, became 
the prize of the conquerors. 

MonJf, disappointed but not disheartened. Advances 
hastened bade to Upnor CasUe. The night was ^ 
employed in mounting ^uns and collecting am- 
munition : in the nioininof the batteries were 
manned with volunteers from the navy; and the 
return of the tide eadiibited a sight most galling 
to the pride of every Englishman, — the Dutdi 
fleet ad\ anc'iiig' triumphantly up the river. Two June is. 
men of war led the line ; then came six enormous 
fioMhijps; after them fc^owed the rest of ihe 
squadron. The men of war andiored'to receive 
and return the fire of the batteries ; and the 
fireships, passing behind them, pursued their 
course, reducing to ashes the three first-rates^ 
the Royal James, the Oak, and the London. At 
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CHAF. tilfi M»i tbdv oommaader Van Ghent, wbether 
1667. ^ osDeented Mb oviers, or -was intind* 

^ ■ ■ — dated by the warm reception which he expeii* 
enced, made the signal to the fleet to fall down 
the river, aad^ having: burat two of hia oim 
wnsmSs which had gmaoMif rejoinad in safety 

the other division at the Nore ^. 
Public To the English, if we consider the force of the 
coaniy and. the defenceleas state of the river, 
the loss waa vmA less than they had mtsoii 
to expect; but the disgrace sunk deep into 
the heart of the king, and the hearts of his 
Miiyeets. That England, so lately the jiiia« 
traa of the ocean; should, he unable to meetfaer 
enemies at sea, and that the' Duteb, whom she 
had so often defeated, should ride triumphant iu 
her rivers, burn her ships, aod scatter dismay 
tfaimgh tha ci^ital and the oountcy, were uni^ 
vmally subjects of grief and indignation. Manp 
attributed it to that eternal source of every cala*- 
mity, the imagiuaiy machinations of the pa<* 
Siate^; othcra wcra taught to briiave that the 
Idoig had aseretiy Isagued^ with the enemy fop th» 
purpose of dqnressing the nation, that he might 
the more easily establish a despotic government H' 
and numbers contintod the disastrous rssnlt dF 
the prnseat wac against the Buteh under a )Ung# 
with the g^oiihma'resoltof the former war under 

»« C Journals, Oct 31. Pepys, m. 237, 241, 2, 5, 50 ; v. U. 
Evelyn, ii. 887, 8, 991. 
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a pniteetop. But tiidr retmtmng was evidentff OHAF. 

unjust Whatever might be the faults of Charles, j^y, 
he had coiuiucted the war with equal 8j^it, and ' 
till this moment with mom a%nal fliiocen. Evmi 
the disgrace at Cfaatham^ originating fix>m a 
measure which had been forced upon him by pecu- 
niary distress, had not in reality diminished the 
power nor impaired the reaouroes of the country. 

For BIZ weeks De Rayter oontimied to sweep Treaty of 
liie English coast. Bat his attempts to bom the 
ships at Portsmouth, Plymouth, and Torbay, 
were successively defeated ; and, though he twice 
threatened to Femoont tiie Thames* the spirited 
opposition with which he was received by a sqiia* 
dron of eighteen sail, under sir Edward Spragge, 
induced him to renounce the design. In the 
mean time the Butch a^pMaatom, who had pux^ 
posely protraeled the oenfeMnoes at Broda» began 
to be alarmed by the rapid progress of the French 
aimv in Flanders ; for Louis, soon after his se- 
cret treaty with Charles* passed the frontiers with May ii. 
an army of seventy thousand msD* nominally 
commanded by himself but veaDy under the gnid«> 
ance of Turenne. Castel-Rodrigo, the Spanish 
governor* dismantled several fortresses ; Binche* 
Toumay* Qudenard^ C!ourtra]*.and Bouai.epencd 
tfadr gates ; and Louis- was actually oeeupied in 
the siege of Lisle, when the States hastened to 
withdraw their objections to the proposals of 
England* that they might have leisure to secure 
^emaelves against the ambition of their powerful 



W HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

CHAP, ally ^. Three treaties were sig-iied by the Eng- 
lieV. ^^^^ commissioners on the same day. By one 

^ with Holland it was stipulated that both parties 

July «i. giio„id forget past injuries^ and remain in their 
present condition, which confirmed to the States 
the possession of the disputed island of Pulo Ron, 
and to the English their conquests of Albaiiy and 
New York. By the second with France, Louis 
obtained the restoration of Nova Scotia, and 
Charles that of Antigua, Moiiserrat, and part of 
St. Kitts ; and by the last with Denmark, which 
country had acceded to the war, as the ally 
of the Dutch, the relations of amity were re- 
established between the two crowns 
linpopn- There was nothing in the conditions of peace 
Cluei^^ to mortify the pride or to prejudice the interests 
don. of the nation ; yet the calamities which had ac- 
companied tlic war, the plague, the fire, and the 
disgrace at Chatham, though over the two first 
no human counsels could have had any control^ 



Tlic success of Louis produced a benefit to England, which 
was unexpected : it induced one Brewer, with about fiftv Wal- 
*' loons, who wrought and dyed line woollen cloths", to migrate 
to tiiis kingdom. " The king entertained them ac-ainst our bar- 
" barous law, or rather usage, against forcignerij partaking the 
^ benefit of natural-bom English ; and by them the English, in a 
" few yean timej ' were instructed to make and dye fine wooDen 
doftha cheaper by forty per cent, than they could do before"* 
Coke,u. 161. 

See them in Dumont, vii. par. !• 40 - 67, M d'Estradea, 
lT.S95-4S8t Temple,!. 4SL 
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had soured the temper of the people ; and Charles^ c H AP. 
anxious to divert attention £n>m his own miscon- ^^67, 
duct, was not unwilling to sacrifiee a victim to ■ 
the public discontent. Ever since the restoration, 
Clarendon had exercised the power, though with- 
out the name, of prime minister ; and to his \ 
pernicious counsels it was become the flEushion to ' 
attribute every national calamity. It must be 
confessed that, with a correct judgment and 
brilliant talents, he had contrived, whether it 
arose from the infirmity of his nature, or the 
necessity of his situation, to make himself ene- 
mies among every class of men. The courtiers 
had been alienated from him by the haughtiness 
of his manner, and his perpetual opposition to 
their suits, their projects, and their extravagance ; 
the friends of liberty, by his strenuous advocacy 
of every claim which he conceived to belong to 
the prerogative, and his marked antipathy to 
every doctrine, which seemed to him to savour of 
republicanism ; and the catholics, the presbyte- 
rians, and the several classes of dissenters, by 
his obstinate and sucoessfhl opposition to the 
indulgence to tender consciences, promised by the 
king in his declaration from Breda. He had 
oftended the house of commons by reproaching 
them with conduct similar to that of the long 
parliament, and the house of lords by complaining 
that they suffered the commons to usurp the lead 
in public business, and were content with niaiii- 
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C HAP. taimng their own p'irile^ The king, indeed^ 
hadbceaacointoittedtoiiBlm to Irimwil^ 

— — afanoBt ^th «we* But these scntiineiits -gradually 
wore away. The courtiers mimicked the gravity 
of Clarendon in the royal presence ; they ridiculed 
Mb peran and moniMr ; they diarged him wi^ 
iatttBrted motim; md lapKBmM hkm -as % 
iBoroBe pedagogue, dalmhi^ to retain the sarilfr 
control over the fnind of the man, which he had 
once exerdsed over that of the boy. Gfatittea 
latched, aad jreproved; but fnqQtmcf^ r e p a tf ' 
Um insenaibly prodilced, «flSMt; and feeilngv ^ 
suspicion and aversion were occasionally awakened 
in the royal breast. Nor did Clarendon hiniself 
fitti to aid tbe affBCts of Ida enenneB. He ^itm 
contradicted the -frTDwrite opinions of tbe Jdngt 
sometimes carried n^easures against him in the 
liouse of lords ; and, on more than one occasion^ 
ao far forgot himaelf at the conndl table^ as 10 
a|ieak with n 'rehemenee and autinrity whkh faort 
the ]wide of the itionardi. 'Hh oppos^on hi the 
house of lords to the bill for indulgence to tender 
oonscieuoes was never forgotten; and reeenHHf, 
when the irian of piitthig the '^wastiry in 
mission was ddbated during the parllan»nt al 
Oxford, his conduct had given deep and lasting 
offence. He was at last taught to feel that, 
though he might still be consulted as fionnerljrt 
jjie no longer enjoyed the royal friendslnp; and 
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Im political opp(ments, amag the slippery grouad c H AP, 
on which he fltood, labtmed to precipitate has 
fiOlio*. L 

As early as the year 1668, the earl of Bristol, He is im- 
eatholic peec^ in a joooment of irritation, pro-fys^^, 
ceeding fixHn.soiiie eupposed injiuy offered to him lees. 
1^ Oaiendon, requested an amdieaee of CSiaries July s. 
in tiie presence of lord Arlington ; and, forget- 
ting the respect due to the monarch, openly 
x^roached him with his indolenee, his ^epqises> 
and his amoovs; charged hhn with sacrificing his 
best friends, and among them himself, to the 
arabition of the chancellor, and ended with a 
threat that» ualess justice were done to him 
wilhiii twenfy-loHr hoorsy he weald zaise a st^ 
which shouM astonUi hoUi the king and his 
minister. Bristol escaped with difficulty froiu 
the personal resentment of his sovereign ; and 
the nest day, rising in the house of hirdSy im** 
peadied Gkurendon of high tveaseny and 4^ 
divers heinous misdemeanors. But this pomp- 
ous denouncement, when he descended into par- 
tieulacB, dwindled into the ridiculous charge that 
the chancellor had lahoured both his pndi- 
lie conduct and private discourse, to create a 
belief that the king was in heait a papist, and 
that on himself, his vigilance, and authority, 
depended the preserration of the protestant esta^ 
faltthme&t* The judges being consulted, replied 

>«• Clarendon, S45, 8, 381, 358, 361. Life of James,! S9S, 48S. 
Pepys, iv. S«S« 
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CHAP, that none of the offences charged, suppoi^g them 
1667. proved* could amount to high treason ; and the 



king, by issuing a warrant for the apprehension 
of the accuser, put an end to the prosecution. 
Bristol absconded for a time, and returned not to 
court till the fall of his adversary 
The king This abortive attempt did not dishearten the 
hto?^***** enemies of the chancellor. Tbe}^ lost no oppor- 
tunity of undermining his credit with the king or 
the nation : men of opposite interests gradually 
crept into the council ; and his refusal to allow 
his wife to visit Castlemain gave mortal offence 
both to Charles and liis niistrt&s The reader 
is aware of Buckingham's conduct during the last 
session of parliament At its conclusion, the 
king, who Had obtained from one of his agents 
secret iniorniation of his intrigues, deprived him 



Glaiendon, AOS. L. Joumali, zL 55, S9, 60. St Trials, 
SIS— 8. Life of James, i. 4S7. Pepys, iL 69, 70, 90, 95. da- 

rendon attributed BriBtoI's enmity to the king's refusal of supply* 
ing him with money, which refusal he attributed to the cbanodlor. 
But the real offence arose out of the following circumstance:— 
Whei^ Charles was aimoyed by the reflections made in the hotise 
of commons during- the debate on the reveiuie, he informed the 
house that sir Richard Temple, a leader of the opposition^ had 
offered, on certain conditions, to ubtain for him a more ample 
revenue Uian he could desire. At the request of the commons, he 
named the earl of Bristol as the bearer of the offer ; who hastened 
to the house, and, being admitted, in an ingeniouB and eloquent 
speech vtedicated both himself and Temple from the hnputatioQ. 
C. journals, 1663, Jmie 18, 80, S6 ; July I. The giving up of 
his name was the offence, which he imputed to the advice of 
Clarendon. 

' * ClarendoDi 361. Life of James, S8. Macpherson, S5, r. 
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of his offices at coiirt» and ordered him to sur- CHAP. 
reniler to the Ifentenant of the Tower. Th c d uke , 11' 

concealed himself; but the agent died ; Bucking ^ 

ham made his peace with Castiemain, presented '^^^'^''^ 
himself to the lieutenant^ was examined before 
the council, discharged, permitted to kiss the 
king's hand, and restored to his former employ- July 16. 
ments From that moment the doom of Cla- 
rendon was sealed. When the Dutch fleet rode 
Tictdrious in the mouth of the river, he had ad- 
vised the king to dissolve the parliament, and 
support the troops on the coast by forced contri- 
butions from the neighbouring counties* to be 
reipaid out of the next supply. This counsel was 
divulged by some of his enemies, and represented 
as a plan to govern the kingdom with a standing 
army in the place of the parliament. The im- 
putation was every where received with expres- 
sions of abhorrence, and provoked the additional 
charges of venality and ambition. Tlio presents 
which he had been in the habit of receiving from 
all who sought his friendship or protection, were 
held forth as pimfs of his rapacity: that magni- 
fic^nt pile called Clarendon-house was said to be 
so far beyond the resources of his private fortune, 
that it must have been raised with the aid of 
money re^^eived from the enemies of his country ; 
and the marriage of his daughter to the duke of 



Clarcodon, 4S4. Pepja, iiL «T6, 9B7, 999. Carte/ IL 
347,9. 
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C HAP. York was attributed to his desire of becoming the 
1667. of a race of monarchs ; a desire which had 

; ' moreover led him to introduce to the royal bed a 
princess incapable of bearing children, that the 
crown might descend to the issue of the duchess 
The latter charge was not only circulated in 
public* but insinuated to Charles himself* together 
with the information, that the convention parlia- 
ment would have settled a much mure ample 
revenue on the crown, had not its liberality been 
checked by the jealousy or the presumption of 
Clarendon If the king a])peared to listen to 
these suggestions, he still refused to believe that 
the chancellor had been unfaithful to his trust in 
any point of importance : but he was daily beset 
by Buckingham* Arlington, sir William Coventry^ 
and lady Castlemain, who represented to him the 
discontent of the nation, the power of the chan- 
cellor's enemies* and the probable consequences of 
an impeachment in parliament; and he at last 
informed that minister, through the duke of 
York, that he expected him to resign, as an expe- 
dient by which he might at the same time save 



ifl« tt ii^y^ ^jiis jealousy may have entered into the king him- 
' selt, to make hira more easily part with his minister, I leave it 
" for others to guess Life of James^ 393. Burnet, i. 435. 
it7 «8ome]wTe thought, not improlmbly, that this remissness 
of his proceeded from a jealousy tliat the Un; was inwardly- in* 
dined to popery life of James^ S9S. On the contrary, it ia 
said by sir William Coventry, that it proceeded fimn an over* 
weening opuiion of his own influence, " that he could have the 
*' command of parliaments for ever". Fepys^ iv. 
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himself from prosecution, and spare his sovereign chap. 
the pain of taking his office from him. j '^'^ 

But the pride of Clarendon scorned to bend to 

the storm ; and ixmsdousaess of innocence urged ^^^s ^ 
him to brave the malice of his enemies. He of the 
waited on the king, and avowed his determination 
not to resififn — it would amount to a confession of 
guilt ; expressed a hope that the seal would not 
be taken from him— it would prove that his sove- 
reign was dissatisfied with his services ; and con- 
jured him to disbelieve the suggestions of lady 
Castiemain — for she was an angry aud vindictive 
woman. After a conference of two hours, he 
retired, leaving the king disappointed by his ob- 
stinacy, and offended by his allusions to " the 
" lady". The duke of York pleaded strongly in 
behalf of his father-in-law. But he himself was 
no longer in favour : the influence of the brother 
3nelded to that of the midtress ; and the chancellor 
received a positive order to surrender the great Aug. so. 
seal, which was delivered to sir Orlando liridge- 
man, chief justice of the common pleas ' 



Clarcnvlon, 492—5, 7, 43.5— to. Life of James, 4^7—9. 
Macphorsoiij Pap. 138. Pepys, iii. 332, 8. Pepys tells n Ifuigh- 
able story of Castiemain, ^\ ho, when she heard about noon that 
Clarendon had loft the knxy; after their interview, leaped out of 
bed, and ran into the aviary, that she might observe his coim- 
teuHUce as he passed. 334. — Bridgeman was unfortunate ui his 
promotion Afraid of deciding wrong, he laboured to please botli 
aides, and always gave eomeUiing to each of die contending par- 
ties in hit court. He lost Us repntatSon. North's Lires^ &g. i. 
179. 
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CHAP, In six weeks the parliament asaembled. Buck- 
lilt, ing^^^ previously been restored to his plao# 



— — in the council and tlie bed-chamber ; and Bristol, 

^ad elT" from his retirement, had appeared again 

by the at court. To an address of thanks from the two 

the «moval of the chanceUpr. the Mng 
replied, by promising never more to employ him 
in any capacity whatsoever. It may be that by 
this promise he hoped to satisfy the enemies of 
Clarendon ; but they argued that the fallen 
statesman might, on some future day, reepvor the 
favour of his sovereign, or be restored by his son- 
in-law, should that prince succeed to the tlirone ; 
their personal safety demanded precautions against 
his subsequent revenge ; and» to consummate his 
ruin, it was resolved to proceed against him by 
Nov. 6. impeachment. Seventeen charges were fabricated 
in a committee of the lower house, imputing to 
him venality and cruelty in the discharge of his 
oflSee of chancellor, the acquisition by imlawful 
means of enoniious wealth, the sale of Dunkirk 
to France, the disclosure of . the king s secrets to 
his enemies, and the design of introducing A mili- 
tary government without the intervention a{ 
parliament. Nothing, however, could be more 
informal than the proceedings on this occasion. 
No papers were ordered, no witnesses were exa- 
mined ; the several charges were adopted on the 
credit of members, who engaged to produce proof 
whenever it might be deemed necessary; and the 
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house in a body impeached Clarendon at the bar CHAP^ 

of the house of lords of high treason, and other ig^V. 



crimes and misdemeanors, requesting, at the same ► 

lanie, that he might be committed to custody, till 
they should exhibit articles against him 
- It is probable, that from the absence of the duke And pro- 
of York, (he was confined to his chamber by the lordi; 
amall-poz,) the enemies of Clarendon had promised 
themselves an easy victory. But the duke com- 
missioned his friends to defend his father-in-law ; 
the bisliops felt themselves bound to support him 
as the patron of orthodoxy; and several peers, 
convinced of his innocence, cheerfully seconded 
their eflbrts. They did not, indeed, dare openly 
to advocate his cause, but they entrenched them- 
selves behind forms and privileges; they contended 
that to commit on a general charge was contrary 
to asident practice ; that the first precedent in its 
favour was furnished by the impeachment of the 
earl of Strafford, a precedent which the house 
would not follow, because the attainder had been 
reversed, aikl the proceedings erased iErom the 
journals; and they maintained that tfie lords 
ought to be ('areful how they sanctioned a preten- 
sion, which might prove in future times prejudi- 
cial to them and their posterity. After several Not. 14. 
animated debates, it was twice resolved by a small N<nr. 90. 



*^ C. Jmumals, Not. 6i 8, 11. State Trials, ru SSO. Claren- 
don, 446— S, 450. Ule of James^ i 481. Pe^s, iii. 410, 411, 490. 



HISTOHY OF ENGLAND. 



c HAP. mi^jority,' that the accused should not be com^ 
1^57. mitted^ because no specific chai|;e was contained 

— — in the impeachuieiit 

c iiarks The commous resented this decision of the 

orders 

him to lords : conferences ime repeatedly held, and each 
khi^dum. bouse pcrtiuaciously adhered to its former opinion. 

The Jfing*8 perplexity daily increased. He ob- 
served that the proceedings began to take tiie sanie 
course as in the impeachment of the earl of Straf- 
ford ; and the calamities which followed the con- 
demnation of that nobleman stared him in the 
face. He proposed, as an expedient, that the earl 
should clandestinely leave the kingdom : but no 
ai^gumenty no entreaty, could per vail on Clarendon 
to take a step which he deemed derogatory from 
his character ; aud the monarch, irritated by his 
obstinacy, began to speak of iiini in terms of aver- 
sion. His enemies now ventured to make use of 
the royal name. It was rumoured that the king 
had also offences to punisli ; that Clarendon had 
presumed to thwart liini in his amour with the 
beautiful Miss Stewart, and had persuaded her to 
Nov. 16. marry the duke of Richmond. The earl, in a 
letter which he sent by the lord keeper, denied this 
charge : the king read it, burnt it deliberately iu 
the flame of a candle, and coolly replied, that he 

Clar. 450. Jouni. 135-^7. Pepys, iih 415. Clarendon^ 
in a letter to Orniond, Mys, I muBt not omit to tdl you tliat the 
'* duke of York bath been and is as gracious to ni^> and as much 
" conoeraed for me, as Is possible. I have not many other friends 
'< to brag of." Carte, iLApp. 38. 
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was unable to understand its contents, but won** C HAP. 

II 

dered what Clarendon was doing in England ^^^^ 



This hint, however, was lost on the deteriiiiued ' 
mind of the fallen minister. It was followed by 
an unavowed' message delivered hy the bishop of 
Hereford ; the same advice was then urged by the 
French ambassador, and, when every other ex- 
pedient had failed^ the duke of York, by express' 
command, carried to him a royal order to retire to- 
the continent He reluctantly obeyed ; and hav-Nov.S9. 
ing addressed a vindication of himself to the house 
of lords, secretly withdrew to France ^ 

His departure put an end to the quarrel between banished 
the two houses but did not satisfy the resent- pJrUa-° 



ment 



Clarendon, 454—4* Life of James, i. 432. L. Joum. 15^. 
That Charles was offended with the marriage, is certain. CJar. 
453. If we may believe Stewart herself, she wished to marry to 
relieve herself from his importunities, and therefore accepted the 
offer of the duke of Hichmond with the king's acquiescence. 
Pepys, iii. 203. But the report was that Charles thought of her 
for his own wife, that he consulted Sheldon, archbishop of Canter^ 
hary, on the means of procuring a divorce, that Sheldon revealed 
Ihe secret to CTlarendon, and that Clarendon, to secure the suo" 
cession to has daughter's issue, brought about the marriage of 
Stewart with the duke of Ru:hmond. Burnet, t. 436. Lord Dart» 
mouth's Note, 438. Pepys, iiL S93. Itmakes against this story, 
that^ when a divorce was Suggested afterwards to Charles, he 
replied that his conscience would not pennit it. Life of James, 
i. 439. 

"* It is certain that the duke took the order to Chirendon : yet 
lord Cornbury says^ that his father withdrew, because it was in- 
tended to dissolve the parliament, and try hhu by a jury of peers. 
Carte, ii. App. 39. 

**s The OGomioiis, however, enteied two resolutions on theur 
journals, that fn such cases Ihe accused ought to be secured, and 
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CHAP, ment or the aj^reb^tnAioQs of his euemies. Hi» 
lUV* Tindioation was voted a acand^ous and sfsditiow. 
—7^— libel, and ordered to be burnt b^ the hands of the 

coiainon hangman. In a few days followed an 
Dec 89. act banishing him for life, disabling him £rom 
holding office, subjecting him to the penalttcs of 
high treason, if he returned to England, and ren- 
dering him incapable of paidoii unless by act of 
parliament 

Notwithstanding this severity, it is certain 
that he fell a victim to the hostility of par^. 
The charges against him were not supported 

by any lawful proof, and most, if not all, were 
satisfactorily refuted in his answer Yet he 
must not be considered an immaculate character. 
His dread of republicanism taught him to advocate 
every claim (jf the prerogative, however unreason- 
able, and his zeal for orthodoxy led him to perse- 
cute all who dissented frcrni the establishment. 
He was haughty and overbearing ; his writings 
betray in many instances his contempt for vera- 
city : and his desire of amassing wealth provoked 
£velyn to remark of him, that the lord chan- 
^ cdlor never did, mr would do, say thing but 
** for money"*". He bore with impatience the 

tbat, when he is in custody, the lords may limit a time within 
which the {tarticular charge may be specified. C« Jooin. De« 

L. Joiini. 154, \n, 16% 1, 9. St. 19, Car. ii.c. 10. 

Clarendon, 478. 

' See H istorical Inquiry respecting the diaracter <tf Clavendon, 
by the Hon. George Agux JBJlis, 182f. 
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tedium of exile ; but his Dcequeat solicitatioiis for c BAP. 
permission to return were treated with neglect by ^Hj^ 

Chaiics, who felt no inclination to engage in a — ^— 
new contest for the sake of a man, whom he had 
long before ceesed to esteem. Clarendon died at 
Rouen in Normandy^ in 1674.. 
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THE THIPLE ALLIANCE SECRET ^'EG0T1ATI0^' WITH FRANCE 

CONVERSION OF THE DUKE OF YORK INTRIGUES TO ALTER 

THE 8UCCESSI0K — DIVORCE OF LORD EOOS VISIT OF THE 

DUCHESS OF ORLEANS — SECRET TREATY WITH FRANCE 

DEATJi OF THE DUCHESS SECOND SECRET TREATY- — MIS- 
CELLANEOUS EVENTS — CHA&ACTER OT THE CABAL STOP* 

^AGS or PAYMBNTS PBOH THE XZCBBtteBBr— MCX.ABATIOW 
OP ZHDVLGBKCB— OP WAB AOAIN8T THB BTATB8— TICTOBY 
AT 0OUTHWOU> BAY — ^PBZKCU GOMdUESTS BY LAK]>--PBO- 
CBKStKGB IK PABLIANBIIT— THB ZMDULOBMCB BBi^CALLBD— 
THB TB8T ACT PASSBO. 

CHAP* BYtlie exi]e of Clarendon the ministry^ which 
1^68. had been established at the restoration, was en<* 

tirely dissolved. The duke of Ormoiid resided 
J^JU^ in liis government of Ireland, Southampton was 
dead, Albemarle incapacitated by age and infirmi- 
ty, and Nicholas had resigned. The new cabinet, 

or, as it was called in tlie language of the time, 
the king's cabal consisted of the duke of 



* PepjB, if. S48. The woid ''cabal" at Uub period meant « 
seeret council. See the Diaries of Pepys and Evelyn^ and Whfte- 
lodc, (p. 477) as early at the year I960* By JVEetradea Ibe 



186 



Digitized by C<.jv.' .ic 



CHARLES 11. 187 

Buekingham, wbo held no OBtensible office till he c hap. 

III. 



purchased that of master of the horse from 



Monk, of sir HeDiy Bennet, now lord Arlingfton, — ^— 
principal secretary of state, of the lord keeper 
Bridgman» and of sir William Coyentr3r» one of 
the commissioners of the treasury \ Of these, 
Coventry, by his superior information and abili- 
ties excited the jealousy of his colleagues ; but 
unfortunately possessed not the art of pleasing 
the kingy who, from his hahit of predid;ing evil» 
gave him the name of ** the visionary Buck- 
ingham and Arlington were bitter enemies at 
heart; though the necessity of their situation 
made them apparent friends. Bridgman was 
considted for convenience. Hitherto he had ac* 
quired no particular claim to the favour of the 
monarchy or the confidence of the people. 

The rapid conquests of the French king in The triple 
Flanders during the last sununer, had drawn the ^^^^ 
eyes of Europe towards the seat of war iii that 
country. The pope, Clement IX. through pity 
for the young king of Spain, and the States, 
alarmed at the approach of the French arms to 



present ministers are called " la caballe d'Espagne". D'Estrades, 
V. 39. The whole council was divided into three coniniittecs ; 
one for foreign affairs, the real cabal ; another for military and 
Tiaval aifairs ; a third for trade ; and a fourth for the redress of 
grievances. Jan. 31. 

* Southampton, the lord treasurer, died May 16th, 1667, and 
June iBt the tfeasury was put into comndBsion. The coinmis- 
sioners were, the duke of Albemarle, lord Ashley, air Thomas 
Cliffofdj sir William Coventry, and sir John Duncombe. 



IM HISTOEY OF ENGLAND. 

CHAF. Ilieir fwxtier, ofiBmd tJidr mediation. To both 
1668. returned the same answer, that lie sought 



nothing more than to vindicate the rights of bis 
lyife : that iie should be content to retain posses- 
ion of the conqiiests whidi he had already made* 
or to exchange ihem eiHier for Lnxembonrgy or 
Franche-comte, with the addition of Aire, St. 
Omer, Douai, Cainbrai, and Chaiieroi, to 
stcengthen his northern frontier ; and that lie 
wae willing to consent to an armistice for three 
months, that tiie Spanish government might have 
leisure to make its election between these alterna- 
1668. tives. But Spain was not sufficiently humbled to 

Jan. 17. submit to so flagrant an injustice ; the time wa» 
suUenlf suffered to pass hy, and the mediators 
renewed their instances to obtain from Louis a 
prolongation of the armistice for the additional 
space of three months. He consentied to abide 
by his.foiliito offer daring that term ; but refus- 
ing the armistice, overran in the mean time the 
whole province of Franche-comte, for the sole 
purpose* as he pretended, of compelling %»ain 
t0. come to ar decision \ 

Temple j£ jt wss the interest of England, it was still 

sent to the . ° 

Hacue. more the interest of the States, to exclude France 
j^^^' from the possession of Flanders. Under this per- 
^ suasion* the new ministers bad despatched sir 
William Temple to the Hague* with a proposal 



3 (EuyreB de Louis XIV. u. S26, 334^ 34i— 5d ; v. 419. 



Digitized by Google 



CHARLES II. ^ 189 

tkit both nations shonld unite •with Spain, and chap. 

HI 

compel the French monarch to retire withm the ^^pp" 

former limits of his kingdom. The States were 

embarrassed. On the one hand, they considered ^' 
the idterpowtion of- the Spanish Netherlands as 
the great bulwark of thehr indqiendence against 
the superior power of France : on the other, they 
.hesitated to engage in a dangerous war against ah 
ancient friend and ally at the advice of - a- prinos 
whom they knew to be their personal enemy. But 
Temple acted vv itli i^roniptitude and address ; hd 
appealed to their fears ; he represented the danger 
of 4»\t^f» eontiraiy ' to all precedent at tk4 
Hiigue, in tfaeislMirt spaoei of .five days he nego-^ Jw* is. 
dated three treaties, by which, if he did nut .suc- 
ceed to the full extent of his instructions, he 
trusted to oppose at least an effectual barrier to 
the further progress of the invaders. The first' 
was a d^ensive league by whidi the two nations 
bound themselves to aid each other against atty* 
aggressor witli a fleet of forty men of war, and 
an army of six thousand four hundred men, on 
with assistance in money in proportion to the- de- 
ficiency in men ; by the second, the contj acting 
powers agreed by every means in their power to 
diqiose France to conclude a peace with Spain on 
tb^alternative already offered, to persuade Spsin. 
to accept one part of that alternative before the 
end of May, and, in case of a refusal, to compel 
her by war, on condition that France should not 
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AP. inteifere by force of ann8\ These treaties were 
meant for the public eye: the third was seerety 

and bound both Euglaud and the States, in case 

of the refusal of Louis, to unite with Spain in 
the war, and not to lay down their arms, till the^ 
peace of the Pyi^uea were confirmed. In a few 
days, Sweden aeeeded to the league, which from 
that circumstance obtained the name of the triple 
alliance ^. 

Louis received the news of this transaction with 
an air of haughty indifference. His favourite 

commanders, Conde and Tiirenne, exhorted him 
to bid defiance to the interference of the three 
powers : his cabinet ministers to be content with 
the alternative which he had himself proposed. 



Temple, Works, i. 415. After all, this was littie,more than 
the States had already proposed to Louis, as appears froai a Jetter 
from him, dated Jan. 17, before he had heard of these treaties. 
Ca sen4t uncouppoiurU i»iz> qidia rendrolt infSdlilile cPt prompte, 
A le roi dela €hr«nde Bretagne entroitdans le mime Mntimantdet 
etatt-g^n^auz, d'obliger les Eipagools k racceptatioii des deux 
alternatires. (Eartts, 481. Si la &f on en eut ^ on pen pins 
obligeante, il n'y atiroit en rien i deelrer. Temple, !• 490. 
, * Temple's Works, i. 313—84. Dumontj Tii. 66, 68. Much 
praise has been lavished on this negotiation, as if it had arrested 
Louis in his career of victory, and preserved the inrlcpeiulence of 
Europe. From the references in the pi ( ceding and following notes, 
it will be seen that it accomplished nothing more than the French 
king himself was anxious to effect. He had already btipulutnl in tlie 
" eventual treaty" with the emperor, to require from Spain the same 
as were now prescribed by England aud the States ; he 
bad employed tbe influence of Leopold to obtain tfaecfnaeDt of 
Ibe Spanish cabinet to those conditions^ and he had commisnoned 
0'EBtrades to solicit the co-operation of England and the States^ 
both by advice and threats, to extort that 'consent. 
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He assented to their advice ; but for a reamij of c hap. 
which they were iterant. In consequence of the 

infirm state of the younp: king of Spain, he had ■ 
secretly concluded with the emperor Leopold an 

eventual " treaty of partition of the Spanish 
monarchy on the expected death of Gharles» and 
by that treaty had already bound himself to do Jan. «. 
the very thing, which it was the object of the al- 
lied powers to effect ^. 

The marquess of Castel-Ilodrigo, the Spanish Treatynf 
governor of the Netherlands, sought delay, under chapdie. 
the vain hope of inducing the Dntch (of England 
he was secure) to engage at once in the war. But 
the intervention of the emperor, in consequenee 
of the eventual treaty, put an end to the hesita- 
tion of the Spanish cabinet ; the ambassadors of 
the several powers met at Aix-la-Chapelle ; Spain Aprii 22. 
made her choice ; the conquered towns in Flan- 
ders were ceded to Louis* and peace was re-esta- 
blished between the two crowns'. The conduct of 
Charles during the wliole of this trausaction 
served to raise him in the estimation of E urope. 
But the States could ill dissemble their disap- 
pointment. They never doubted that Spain, with 
the choice in her hands, would preserve Flanders, 
and part with Franche-comte. It was this per- 
suasion that induced them to refuse the first pro- 

• CEuvres de Louis, ii.360 — 72. See the account of the "even- 
*' tual Ueaty ", which was kept secret for almost a century, in 
tlie work! of Louis, ?i 409. 

T Temple. 4/90 -M. B'Eitrades^ v. 851. 1>umoat,TU.SI>j 01. 
Louis, yL 417. 
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CHAP, ject of t^e E^sli ministry, and to prefo* tbe 

icGB. binding of Louis to his offer of the alternative. 



* The result was owing, it is said, to the resent- 

mient of Castel-Rodrigo, who, finding that the 
States would not join with England to confine 
iPVAnce within its ancient limits, resolved to punish 
them by making a cession, which brought the 
French frontier to the very neighbourhood of the 
Dutch territory \ . 
Proceed- When the parliament assemhled after the ad- 
pMlifrl joumment, Buckingham discovered that his siio- 
nent. cess agaiiibt Clarendon in the last session had pro- 
ceeded, not from his own inflnonce, but the unpo- 
pularity of that statesihan. His immediate de-i 
pendents in the lower house Were heard witlraut 
attention ; and the jealousy of the churchmen had 
been awakened by his close connexion with the 
predhyterians, that of the cavaliers by hfs dis* 
charge of the republicans, whom t&6 late 'admi- 
nistration had incarcerated as a measure of pre- 
caution. Neither did it add to the reputation ot 
l^e prime minister that his profligacy had led him» 
for ihfi sake of lady Shrewsbury, with- whom' he 
Jan. 16. lived in open adultery, to fight a duel, in which 
one of his seconds was killed on the spot, and the 
earl of ShreT^^sbnry, the injured husband, was- 
mortally woimded^ The conmiops began by in- 



« Temple, 4i4~7. ' . . 

9 Pepys, iv. 15. Lady Shrewsbury waa daugbterto tlie earl of 
Cardigan. Report mM that, in the dresi of a page, she held the 
duke's horse while he was fighting with her husband.— When 
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stitutiug a rigid inquiry into the conduct of per- P^j^^* 
sons employed finder the former adminjustnMion. leos. 
Prince Rupert and t&e 4uke of Albemarle had 

already fiii uislietl narratives of their proceedings 
during the war : commissioi^er Pett was impeached 
of culpable neglect in the care of his iniyesty's 
ships, when the Dutch entered the river ; :Peiiii of 
the embezzlement of prize goods to the value of 
115,000/. ; and Bruukhard, who had absconded, 
was expelled the house for his presumption in 
.having ordered sail to-be slad^ened during 
pursuit afler the victory of the 34 of June, 1665. 
To these proceedings Buckingham had no objec- 
tion ; but, to his surprise, the couunons vote^ 
only one half of the sum which he demanded u^- 
der the head of n^val expenses, and obstinately 
resisted all hi& efforts to obtain some favour for 
the dissenters, in accordance with the wish of the 
sovereign. The conventicle act would expire within 
-six months; and Charles, who stiU felt himself 
bound by the declaration of Breda,- was apxious 
to prevent its reiRwal. Aware of the rock on 
which his former endeavours had split, he was care- 
ful to make no mention of the catholics : he con* 
, ..... .... 

.fined his request of indulgence to the dissenters 
among his protestant subjects ; but the very report 



Buckingham took her to his own house, the duchess observed to 
him> that It was not for her and his mistress to live together ; he 
replied — "Why so I have been thinktnc^, madam, and therefore 
have^ordered your coach to carry you to your father's Pepys, 
109. 
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CSAF. of his intention had awakened the usual cry that 
iM. .flie ehuxdi was in danger : on the monung, jant 
* before lie elKpfeeeed Iris wish to th^ tiro hoiwes, 

the commons voted an address to him, to put in 
execution all the laws against non-coi^omuEits and 
papists ; and afterwai«hi» a hill was passed and 
seat to the lords, hating for its object to conttone 
the existing penalties against tlie frequenters of 
conventicles. This, however, did not prevent the 
friends of toteratioo firom propoaii^* in oenfimiiitjr 
"with the royal suggestion^ measures for tbe coM^ 
prehension of protestant dissenters ; but the mth 
April 28. tion,aftei several adjourned debates, was nejo^atived, 
on a division, by a m^ority of more than two to 

iH^ute The remaining businessih piirliunient -Wbb now 

the interrupted by a most violent quarrel between the 
lioiuei. houses, on a question of privilege. Several 

yem had -passed shioe Skinner, a private tradex^* 
preferred to the king in eoundl a comj^aint tii 
divei's injuries which he alleged tliat he had 
suifered from the agents of the East-India com* 
1666. pany. After several hearings, the council com-* 
missioned the arehbish(^ of Canterbury, 
dhanoeHor, and two othar lords, to effiset a compro- 
mise between the parties ; but the company re- 
BeOi 9. fttsed to abide by their decision, and the king was 
advised to teeommendthe case to the attention of 



Pe^, ir. S4. a JourniU, Ap. 98. Plvl. HiaL iv. 41S— 

A.90. 
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Ibebenaecf kntet tlie Mpvm^-oavrt of Midl< char 

III. 

eature in the nation. B«t tbe opponents -of i^^g 

Skinner objected to tbe jurisdiction of the lords. 

Th% came, it was maiatained, did not come iMfoce , ^^^J: 

Jan. 19. 

mmat hy way of appeal, or biU of iseview^ or wit 
of terror. It was an original eompbuit* whieb 

mu&t bii first heard in the ordinary courts of law; 
In the foilowing session^ Skinner petitioned theocLSO. 
Inda for radnsB^ the eotnpaay renewed tiielr oh^ Noir. c 
jedioii; but the hMM pnnouiMied the eoof^ 
ant entitled to damages, and appointed a committee ^^^^^ 
to assess tbe amount. After the adjournment, 
tho ^eompaay petitioned^llw hoiaee^ of eommoiis^to 
proteetion agaiaMt the usuipatioii of ifae lords^ 
B^r the upper house thig petition was voted « 
scandalous libel : the lower not only received it, 
hut passed leeoiutions censuring the conduct of May s. 
tieiosds ae .oontnunjr to iaw, and derogatory: fgcm 
the rights of the subject* -They were met with 
^posite resolutions from tlic upper liouse, de- 
facing the votes of the commons a breach of 
pEMdlflge» and the proceedings of 4he lords was* 
mated, hoth bjr law and^^reoodent Thns cpoii 
wiur was declared; each faooee obstinately main^ 
tained its own pretensions ; the lords resolved to 
pass. ^o other bill than that of the supply; a|id 
^ cofoniom i^jected^a bi^,w)^.had bfieii mt 
to 4ihom-;fbr.Ae regulation of ^^tviola of pem. 
By the king, the ninth of May had been fixed for 
the conclusion of tixe .sesEtion. £aj|:ly in the Maj 9. 
morning the commons sent a message tp the locds* 

o S 
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CHAP, proposing a suspension of all proceedings in the 
1^8. ^^Bme till the next meeting of parUamenty and 

■■M ■ having received no anaw^er, resolved ' that who- 
soever should put in execution the orders or sen- 
tence of the house of lords iu the case of Thomas 
Skinner, should be deemed a traitor to the liberties 
of Englishmen, and an iniringer of the privileges 
of the house of commons. The king, having 
given the royal assent to the bills which were 
prepared, ordered the two houses to adjourn, and 
expressed a hope that, before he should mieet them 
again, some expedient might be discovered for the 
accomi notation of this difference. The commons 
obeyed : the lords continued to sit, called beibre 
tbem sir Samuel Barnardiston, the governor of 
the company, and committed him to the custody 
of the black rod, till he should have paid to tlie 
king a fine of 300/. Having thus vindicated their 
authority, they also adjourned 

Lioeii- At the restoration <^ peace, trade quickly re^ 

^tcwuu turned into its ancient channels ; the murmurs of 
discontent were gradually hushed ; and tlie ex- 
piration of the conventicle act afforded relief and 
saiisilictioh to the dissenters. The present proved 



\ » St. Trials, vl 710--63. I«. Jouni. xii. 430, 7. ParL Hift. ir. 
488. Harvell, 109. On the 8th of May the commons sate on this 
question from dimier time till five the next morning. Marv^ell, 
L 107. Pepys, iv. 103. Bamardiston remained in custody till 
the nipht of Aug. 10, the day before the expiration of the adjourn- 
ment. By whose authority he was discharged^ he did not know. 
Pari. Hist. iv. i31. • •* 
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the most tnmqail period of the king's reign, but CHAP;, 
it was disgraced by the extravagance and licen- le^g 
tiousness of the higher classes. The gallants of ■ 
the court shocked the more sober of the citiz^ia by • 
their open contempt of the decencies of life'^, 
while Chdrles laughed at their follies, and coun- 
tenanced them by his example. At the same time 
that he renewed his visits and attentions to the 
duchess of Bichmond, he robbed the tjieatree of 
two cdebrated actresses; known to the public by 
the dignified appellations of Moll ] )avies and Nell 
Gwin. Davies had attained eminence as a dancer 
— Owin attracted admiration in the character and 
dress of a boy. The former recdved a splmdid es- 
tablishment in Suffolk-street, and bore the king a 
daughter, afterwards married into the noble family 
of the Radclyffes. The latter became the mother 
of the first duke of St. Albans. Charles msvet 
allowed her to interfere in matters of state ; but 
he appointed her of the bed-chamber to the queen, 
and assigned her lodgings in the neighbourhood of 
the court. She was so wild, and wit^» ^d eck 
eentricy' that be found in her company a perpetual 
source of amusement, a wdoome relief from the 
cares that weighed so heavily upon him at times, 
in the subsequent years of his reign. Habity how* 
eyer, still preserved to Castlemain the empire 
which she had formerly acquired. She sap* 

.«» Bee Pepys, Iv, 116, US, 145. Sir Cbarles Sedlej and loid 
fiuckhunt dUitingiiislied themselves ebore others. Ibid. 19$, 
6, T. ' 
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CHAP, pntod'all afy^eoralicefl H jeelfpasy, mud ioogfat 

/^^g her revenge by allowmg herself tbe same Hherti^ 

" in which her paramour indulged 

Intrigues While Charles pursued his pleasures, JBucfe* 
i^H^' ing^uam sought to eomolidAte his own fowet. 
By degrees he deeded all of Hrhoie fidieMtf Ife 
was suspicious, out of the different flepartmellts 
of the administration. Secretary Morrice was 
^SEchanged fw sit John Tretor; Hhe-dtikA ctf 
Ohmmd, afti^ a long struggle, svmadeM €kk 
goveriiiiRiit of Ireland to the lord Robartes ; and 
Coventry himself was provoked to furnish a decent 
Jifetdxt iot his dismissal. BuddngfaaBl had pre^ 
t^tlr^ a tote W be written fdr the purpose iff 
tidieuliiig him on the stage. Coventry sent the 
duke a challenge ; the matter was laid before the 
king in couticil ; and the challenger was sent to 
tiie Tm&fi and dejiriTed tif olfidS; BtH the pnt^ 
cipal person, agaidst Whom h^ditfecM Ids htMifo, 
t^ras the duke of York. He was aware of the 
contempt which that prince expressed for his cha- 
Meter, and of the iniuence ^erdsed by tiife 
dOcheSS, ClarendonVi daughter, the^ mind of 
her husband. James received repeated affronts in 
the nattie of the king, which he bore without 

'3 Pcpys, iv. 10, 14, 90, 111, 223, 250. Evelyn, ii. 339. 
Bnrnetj i. 457. Sandford, 652, 4. About this time, May 11, a 
nieteor was seen, and the ignorance and bigotry of tlie people 
are amusingly described by Pepys on the occasion. " The world 

nb mate muth diSOMine lot it, their appreleofioni being mighty 
^'ibU iir theieltor AeeHjrtttbtelmroed, Md tlM» paliitti edt 

our throatt ir. IhL 
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lillHQfd ; hh frmd9 wer» ^placed ; and tibie dt^ i^as. 

pendants of liis adversary were introduced into 
bifik oiiic^ iu detianee of remoiksti^aADefi. It was 

nuwoiiffgd |ha4 Me bad kiai tha loyal oMifidaM^ 
and would aoon be depiived of hia plaae of loid 

}iigh admiral. But Charles was recalled to a 
sense of the protection which he owed his brother, 
\^ the boldness of an old. cavalier, sir William 
Ariiioiirar» who .told him puWi^y of iha refwrla 
in etrccdaliiMi ra^ieding his jealousy of the duke 
fif li'ork. He instantly replied, that they were 
falae ; and. when Buckingham^ under pretence of 
feav fear, hia life firom the resaittaMat of Jamegt 
aflfoeted to travel aurrounded by avmed meii> the 
king laughed in his face at the utter folly of the 
insinuation. The minister began to feel alarm : 
ha tunied to s^didit areooojOliaAioa with the duks^ 
and rmdvei 9 oontamptuoiia.reiaaal^^ 

Buckingham^ however, might dafod en thefinaiicial 
royal favour as long as he could supply the king 
with money. That nothing was to be obtained 
f]!om the liberality of the parliament, had been 
fKTOved by the proceedings in the last session ; and 
an attempt was therefore made to reduce the 

»« Life of James^ 432 — 40. Macph. Pap. i. 41, 3, 6, 7, 60. 
Pepy8, iv. 151, 6, 8, 188, 191, 2, 5, 246, 9, 255, 7, 262. The re- - 
porU mendoned by Pepyt aw eonfinaed hf the duke of Onaond: 
«* A^^agttm told mo that I Joiiicd toonraoh la mf eoHiHilf iiid 
*^ GODTonatioa with monunsatiifiod: and ( which' I wondand 
'^at) ho named the duke and the aschbiahopofCaBterhuij''. 
Carte, il* App. 67. 
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CHAP, annuid expenditure below the 'amotmt of tike 
1668. royal income. On exainiimtion,« It was ' fouiid 



■ that the yearly receipts did not exceed 1*030,000/.-; 

by a new regulation, tliree-fourtbs of this sum 
July 8S. were allotted .to defray* the ezpenste of the eivil- 
]i8t»and of the remaining fourth, IMfiOBl, wa§ 
appropriated to discharge the interest of the 
public debt, the remainder to cover accidental de- 
fidenciesy and to pay, as far as it would gOv the 
several pensions granted by the king ^^ 
Secret ne* Bttt this plan ecouomy accorded not with ' the 
gociauon (jjgpQsition, nor did it offer any prospect of 

France, extiuguishiiii; the debt. Charles remembered the 
j^miiae of pecuniary assistance from Franco in 
the beginnii^ of his reign ; and thouj^ his prevf-^ 
ous efforts to cultivattj the friendship of Louis liad 
been defeated by an unpropitious course of events, 
he resolved to renew the experiment. Immediately 
after the peace of Aix^laXhapeik, Bucklngliam 
opened a' n^otiatim with the duchess of Orleans, 
the king's sister in France, and Charles, in his 
conversation with the French resident, apologised 
Hay 11. ^or his oondoct in forming the triple alliance, and 
openly expressed his wish to enter into a do^ 
union, a more intimate friendship, with LouiSi 
These overtures were at first received with cold- 
neas .and reserve, which* instead of checking, 
seemed to stimulate the ardour of the king. There 
was one point in which both monarchy most cor- 



See it ftt length in IUIph.1. 175. 
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dially agreed, their hatred of the Dutch. Charle» C H AP. 
could not forget their inhofipitality dioii^ the /JJ^. 



thne of his exile ; the unsuccessful tehnination of ■ " 

the late war had strengthened his dislike ; and he 

ardently wished for the opportunity of gratifying 

his reyesge. On the other hand, the pride of 

Louis had often heen offended by tUepride of these 

republicans ; and their presumption in acceding to 

the secret articles in the triple alliance was deemed 

by him the strongest proof <^ their ingratitude. 

About the end of the year the coiiununi<»tion8 

between the two princes became more open and 

confidential; French money, or the pron]iise of 

French money* was received by the- English minis^ 

ters; the negotiation, began to assume a more 

regular form, and the most solemn assurances of 

secrecy we re given, that their real object might l>e 

withheld from the knowledge* or even the suspi- 

cioii» of the States 

In tins stage of the fMPOceedings Charles receii^ Duke of 

an important communication from hia brother comes a' 
, : ■ catliolic. 

• • • . 

See the papers in Dalrymplej,- ii. 4~21. They are all pub- 
lished as referring to the same subject. But this is a mistake. 
The letters of Feb. 27, 1669, in p. 4, and of Jan. 19, 1069, in p. 19, 
ought to be dated in 1665, and that of Feb. 9, 1669, in p. 91, in 
the year 1666. This is evident from their contents. AJso Mac- 
pherisou, i. 56. Uie secret, however, was not iiept. For the sole 
information of the king of Sweden^ Pufiendorfj his agent, was 
permitted bj Tiirenne to read a letter from Ck>lbert, the ambos* 
tadoc in Englaiidj who boasted of ilia au«oeflSy adding that be iiad 
Boade some of the leading mhiiaters to feel, aentir tout Tetendue > 
de la Uberalit^ de sa mqjestd This Puffendorf eommunicated. to 
deWitt Templet it 40. 
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C H AR Jiunes. Hitherto that prince had been an obedient 
/JJg, and zealous wm of the church of Eoghwd ; but 
Dr. HeyUs's History of the Beformation had 

shaken his religious credulily, and the result of 
the inquiry was a conviction that it became liia; 
duty tormmcile himself with the church of Rome:. 
He was not Uiud to the dangers to whii^ aach.a 
change would expose him ; and he therefore pwrr 
poaed tu cuutinue outwardly in coiinuuaion with 
the established church, while he attended at. tbf 
catholic service in private. But, to his amprisi^ 
he learned from Syrooads, a jesuit missionaryt thai 

lio dispensation could authorize such duplicity of 
conduct: a similar answer was returned to the 
same question from the pope* and James inmer 
diatdy took his resolution^ lie communicated 
the king in private that he was determined to 
embrace the catholic faith ; and Charles, without 
hesitation, replied, that he was of the ss^ie mind* 
and would consult with the duke on the subject in 
the presence of lord Arundel, lord Arlington, and 
Arlington's confidential friend, sir Thomas Clif- 
ibrd. Of these three, the first was a known 
catholic; the other two had hitherto professed 
themselves protestants; but more for fashion's 
sake, than through any real attachment to the re- 
formed creed. They, like most others in the 
higher circles of society at thatperiod* had, in the 
Jangnageof James, ''their rdigion still to choose 'I 

Secret^ The meeting was held in the duke's closet. 

tion. Charles, with tears in his eyes, lamented tlie hard- 
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di^^of beingomnpeHed toprafiBMareli^ chap. 

he did not approve, declared his deterrnination to /JJji 

emancipate himself from this restraint^ and re- 

giiested the opiiii<iii of those priesent* as to the 
mdst eligible nieailB of effeethig hii» purpose #ith 
siifetf and snocestf. They advised him to com^ 
• iiiiiriicate his intention to Loitis, and to solicit the 
powerful aid of that monarch ' 
* Here cpctouis a tetjr InttireatiDg qaesd^nf^nm 
Chaties siticerd or liot ? That of the two chvrdiea 
lie preferred the more ancient, there can be no 
doubt. Both the duke of Ormond and Daniel 
O'Nial had s6eii reason to susjiect ,him of a secret 
leaning tdwardd the iftithoHc Wiirship abotit the 
time of the conferences at the Pyrenees;' and he 
had recently avowed the same to Arlington and 
Clifford '^ But the kino:'s religious belief was 
of his €iWn eieation. To tranquillize his Gon« 
Bcietoee, he had persuaded himself that his immo- 
ralities were but trilling deviations from rectitude, 
which a God of infinite mercy would never visit 
with seveHty ; aad^ as far speculative doctrines, 
the witty and profligate monarch was not the man 



" Jamen, i. iiO Dalrynip]^, 51. 92. Macpher. i. 50, 59* 8c0 
also the travL-ls oi ( osino for the orthodoxy of James, 456. 

»^ Carte's Onnoiul, ii. 254. James, L 441. That he was a 
staunch protestant in 1658 is evident from the papers in Thurloe, 
i. 740 — 5 ; but in 1669, the author of Cosmo's Travels remarks, 
that though he '^obtervfis willi etact aftlfeiifloii llie leUgions iltte 
''iif the chiiveh«ffiiislaiid« there is rMHon tobdieTt^thathedoet 

not entirely aG<iiiie8ce» and that he maj perhaps cheiiA edier 
'HncUnatiotts". 4M. 
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CHAP, to 'sacrifice his ease and to endanger his crown for 

if^f/a, the sake of a favourite creed. He was the most 

accomplished dissembler in bis dominions ; nor 

will it be any injustice to his character to suspect, 
that his real object was to ileceive both his brother 
and the king of France. In his next letter to his 
sister Henrietta, he infuiiiis her that the duke had 
been brought into the business on the score of 
rdigion*V and he openly told her at DoYrer, that 
he was not so well sati^^ed' with the catholic 
religion, or his own condition, as to make it his 
faith"^^ 

Progress Now» however, the sedret negotiation proceeded 
glc^tioir ''^^ greater activity ; and lord Arundel, accom- 
panied by sir Richard Bellings hastened to the 
French court. He solicited from Louis the pre- 
sent of a considerable sum, to enable the king to 
suj^press any insurrection which might be pro- 
voked by his intended conversion, and offered 
the co-operation of England iji the projected inva- 
sion of Holland, on the condition of an annual 
subsidy diuring the continuation of hostilities. To 
these proposals no direct objection was made^ 
and the discussion turned chiefly on one point, 
whether the declaration of the king's catholicity 
should precede or follow the declaration of war. 

't Bellings had been eeeretaiy to tlie catholic oonfederacy in 
Irdand^ and rince the reitoration had been confidentially emfHayed 
by Oaniidon-inflemalfoKigBii^oclalknai On thisocoaaienhe 
was inatrueted to draw the articles of the trea^. Jamee^ i. 449. 



Digitized by C<.jv.' .ic 



GHAELES-n. 

James, with all the fervour of a proselyte, urged c 
his brother to publish his conversion without dep. 
lay, ' Watt by .creating a want of money f would 
render him dependent on the bounty of parlia- 
ment ; but now he was his own master ; the army 
was loyal ; all the governors of garrisons were 
attached to his person : the sufferings of the non- 
conformists from the intoleranioe'of the established 
church would teach them to look on any change 
as a benefit ; and within the.pa}e of the establish^ 
ment itself there were numbers,- who had no set- 
tied notions of religion^ but were ready to fashion 
their creed by their convenience. 

Louis, on the contrary, represented to the king, 
tliat a premature declaration might endanger his 
crown and his person; that nine-tenths of his 
subjects were hostile to the catholic faith ; that 
religious discord acted with the fuiy and the rapid- 
ity of a volcano ; that insurrection was to be ex- 
pected in the capital and in every part of his 
dominions, and that his army was too jsmaU, his 
friends were too few, to countenance the hope of 
bis being able to suppress his oppo<ients. Charles 
made but a faint endeavour to refute this reasoning. 
The attempt, he acknowledged, wore the appear- 
ance of madness, yet there were reasons to think 
that it might succeed. In these discussions the 
year passed away. At Christmas the king pub- 
licly received the sacrament ; the absence of James, 
who had been accustomed to accompany his bro- 
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CHAP. tibi^» tbough it did not eaoape jnotiee^ a^i^akeped 

— After repeated m^^mmmBatB, th^ |Muciiame«it 

Meeting had been suffered to meet in October. TBe com- 

of parlia- 
ment, mons immediately revived the quarrel with the 

Oct. Id. liuidfi jrespsctu^theeaseofSkuiD^. Tb^ ordawd 

ttiA piiDter of The Ghnand Qnestioii ooiiceniii% 

*^ <iie Jadicatim of the House of Lovds^ to be 

prosecuted, voted that Barnardiston had behaved 
likea^food commoner of England, and passed a 
biil, vaoatixig iha Judgmeiit pronomiced agaiafllr 
lam, as contrary to law and tlie firivllegea 
of parliament. It was immediately rejected by 
tbe lords, who, on their part, passed a bill 
In vindication of their judadiction, which met 
with a similar £eite in the CMui^oas* F<Hr'Mtie 
time no farther commnnlcation took place between 
the two houses, and the king, to prevent a more 
violent rupture, put an end to the session by ad- 
Dee. ii. joummait. The interval was spent by faim itf 
earnest endeavours to heal this misundeistandiiig; 
and, when they met again, he recommended to 
both to erase all the proceedings out of the jonr- 
nals, md to abstain ^em the renewal of the ^ptes- 
1670. tion. They comented: in appearanee.eadihoiise 
Feb. 14» was replaced in tlie same situation in which it 
Feb. as. ^iQ^ before the quarrel: in reality the victory 
was gained by the Gommims. By the evttniresy 



Dalrjmpk, ii. 30— -^1. Life of Jamea, L 4ASi, Mai^her. 

i. AO. 



cnAmMB tr. 9or 

the iwo tn^ffmeots of tte lords were vacstod, and char 

III. 

1670. 



from tluEt moment their daim to ori^iiml Jorisfliie* 



in cml caoses has heen silently abandoned 



The public business now occupied the attention New con- 
of parliament. 1^. The expiration of the conven- act. 
tide aot had raised the hopes of the dissenters, and 
die lord-keeper and chief justice Hales had been 
employed to draw an act of comprehension, by 
which the greater part of them might be incor^ 
yoratad with the eert^blishmeiit. On the one aide, 
Wilkins, Mefaop of Chester, with TiSkrtson, Sdl- 
lingdeet, and Burton ; on the other. Bates, Man- 
ton, and Baxter, were consulted ; and, to remove 
the chief stumbling-block, the controversy respect* 
ii^ the' validity of presbyteriaa ordinations-it wae 
IngsttkMisly proposed that th^ bi^p in the fmmi 
of re- ordination sliould ma)<e use of the words, 
^ to serve as minister in axiy parish in Kngland." 
Biit agitation of the project threw the laag^ 
-dam into a toment. Parker and Patrick didda- 
guished themselves by the warmth of their writ- 
ings in support of orthodoxy, and Owen by hk 
ksRUi^, Marrell by his wit, ranked at the head 
.«f ttheir^ opponents. One party eoiMendcd tet, t& 
concede at all was to betray the banse of the church ; 
the otlu^r, that a comprehension of the dissenters 
•ofiered the only sure expedient to check the difin- 
akm of aodnianism and popeiy. The hoo&e of 



*' L. Journ.xii. 287,S91. Coni.Jouni. F%b. SS. Pari. Hist 
iT.4Sl. 8t.TrialiyTi.763— 70. 
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CHAP, commons did not degenerate from the which it 
xefo, had dkplayied on so many , former oocasions* A 



' bill for the suppression of oonv^nticles was sent to 

the house of lords : it met with strong opposition 
from the duke of York and his friends, as well as 
&om the i^esbjrterian peers ; but Charles, though 
he bad promised his ]Hrotectioil to the non^eonfor- 
mists, dceniLd it prudent to interfere, and by his 
solicitations this intolerant bill was suiiexed to 
April pass. . By it certain fines were enacted agiuasiiall 
persons above sixteen years of age who should 
attend,' and all ministers who should : officiate^- at 
any religious service different from that of the 
church, of Enghuid* against the occupiers of the 
lioases in which meelingiB for tbai purpMeislioiild 
be held, and against the ma^strates who should 
neglect to enfurce the ])ro visions of the law 
Sufferings This act subjected the dissenters to a portion of 
noiucon- •those severities, which had been so frequently in- 
formittfl. ^jcted oh thecathdics. Spies and inforniers mnl* 
tiplied : the ministers found it necessary to 
aibscond ; houses were entered by force, and 
searched without ceremony ; and the inmates were 
dragged- to piriaoD, and condemned to pay fines, 
frhat ease, of which the king was so fond, suffered 
repeated interruptions from complaints and appeals 
to his justice. When the non-conformista re- 
minded him of his promise of indulgeuM^ 



St. 22. Car. ii. c. i. Biuac^ 449 — 51. 
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acknoiiyiedged the hardship of . their lease, mA chab* 
checked the Tigilaiice of the ettee»: 'i«4ien ^kb 

mag-istrateB remonstrated, that these religious — - 
meetings were hot-beds of sedition, he asked« why 
then did ihtiy not execute the iaw ? and to tha 
dergy^ comi^ned of the prevalence of 8eei> 
tarianiim, he Sarcastically replied, that it would 
never have been the case, had they paid less atten- 
tion to their dues and more to their duties. Among 
the aufferers none excited more admiration than 
the quakera, hy theli^ fearless adhoBion to their 
principles. Disdaining the precautions taken by 
the other religionists^ they proceeded, at the usual 
hour, openly but peaceabljr to their* meeting Iwuae* 
am^ being carried before the 'magirtratef»' reAMod 
to pay the fines, and were committed to prison. 
On their release, they returned tb the place of 
meeting as if nothing had happened : the doom ' 
wiem^eaed ; they - aaaemUed- in the staeet^ iUMl 
Penn and' Mead sneeesasvely preaehed. But the 
auditory was soon dispersed ; and the preachers 
wer£ indicted before the lord mayor and recorder* 
on the charge of having created a riot. During 
the trials the firm and temperate behaviour of t^e 
prisoners formed a striking contrast with the 
harsh and v iolent proceedings of the court. The 
jurors, having after a confinement of thirty^six 
boora^ returned a verdict of not guilty* .were fined 
-forty marks each, and committed to prison; and 
Penn and Mead, though acquitted, suffex'ed tlie 
VOL. xii. P . _ . 
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HlbTORY OF ENGLAND. 

CHAP, game pnnishmeiit for contempt* in reftufting to un- 
cover their heads in presence of the court 

2^ The iniiid of Buckingham was still haunted 
to idSr^* with the apprehensions of revenge on the part of 
the suc< the late chancellor's family* if James were ever to 
^'^^^ succeed to the crown. The reiEuier will ronember 
that a boy of the name of Crofts, the reputed son 
of the king by Lucy Barlow, had been placed for 
education at the Oratory in Paris. Soon after 
the restoration he came to England ; Charles or- 
dmd him to conform to the established ebureh, 
created him, by the advice of Bristol and Castle- 
main* but in opposition to the remonstrances of 
Feb. 14. Hie queen mother and plarendon* duke of Mon- 
^^^^ month* and gave to him in marriage the counteaa 
of Buccleugh, the most wealthy hehfess in Scot* 
In farour land Buckingham, observing the unbounded 
^^Mjo- affection of the king for this young man, resolved 
to set him up as a competitor for Uie crown in 
opposition to the duke of York. It was confi- 
dentially whispered at court that Charks intended 
to own him for his successor^ and the earl of 



•3 Burnet, i. 471. Neal. c. viii. St. Trials, vi. 9a I — 103«. 
Sewellj ii. 859—71. James, or perhaps the compiler of his life^ 
talb w lliat '^llie rigorous clmrcJi of England iiienweiifrlelloote, 
'' and encouraged underliand to perseeutej that tlie noD-confi>r« 
miBta nlglit be more aenaible of the eaae they jhould hare 
when the catboHca prevailed". <Ufe, i US.) ManreU that 
" the lieuteaancj of London alanned the king otmlfaiuolly with 
" the fear of the conrentides, ao that he gave them powera". 
i. 420. 

Clarendon, 906, 6, 7* 
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Carliale and lord Ashley Tentured to hint to the c hap, 
king, that if he wished to adknowledge a private //^q. 
contract of marriage with the mother of Mon- n 
mouth, it would not he difficult to procure witr 
nesses who would confiim it with their testlmonjr. 
The monarch replied without hesitation that» 
** much as he loved the duke, he had rather see 
^ liim hanged at Tyburn than own him for his 
legitimate son" 

Bnekingfaam, though disappointed, was not By a di. 
discouraged. He often lamented the king's mis* 

fortune in being married to a woman whose re- 
peated miscarriages proved that she would never 
hear him a successor to the thnme. When he 
offered to steal her .away» and convey her to some 
distant region where she would be never heard of, 
Charles laughed at his folly : but he was listened 
to with greater attention when he 8u^;e8ted to 
the monarch to take , another wife. He hadal- 
ready consulted lawyers and divines ; and Burnet, 
afterwards bishop of Sarum, in an elaborate 
judgment, had decided that barrenness in the 
woman furnished in certain cases a lawful cause 
for polygamy or divorce ^. Of the two a divorce 

•5 Life of James, i. 437, 490. Macpher. i. 44 Bwnet, i. 452. 
" As for the duke of Bucks," says Ormond, "I am confident he 

not oolj undervalues, but hates the king's person and his 

brotiher^s, and hat telgiu apart^ if not Aimed at the ruin of them 
«both'\ Cartej iL 377. 

** See Bnrnet> i. 454, note; and Hlggona on Bume^ S89«-4M3. 
The paper oondudea thoa: ''I ieenotfafalg■6atrongagafal8tpo)Jr- 
" gamy aa to belanoe the great and viaible imminent haaardi that 

hang orer JO many thouaandi, if it be not allowed." 

P2 
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CHAP. ftplMred pielerAlile, as il ofoed less to iimk ite 

1670. flings of the tmblic ; but in cum oi dhroroe m 

■ instance could be found of a subsequent legal 

marriage pending the lives of the parUes, The 
duk^y however, undertook to create a precedent 
laiify RooB had long lived in adultery ; die had 
been separated from her husband by sentence of 
the ecclesiastical judge ; and her children by her 
paramour had been dedared illegitimate by act of 
parliament' A more favourable case could hatdiy 
be wished fbr ; and a bill was ii^roduced iaio 

March 5. upper house, *• to enable the lord Roos to marry 
" agiidn," Its object instantly transpired ; and 
the voyal broithers eserted all their inftuene^ ; .the 
king to supports the duke of York to oppose; the 
bill. The latter did not only obtain the votes of 
his friends and dependants ; but, as the question 
involved a point of doctarine respecting the indis^ 
solubility of marriage/ he was joined bjr. tall tte 
' bishops, with' the exception of CosfaiB of Dufliam^ 
and ^^'ilkins of Chester ^^ by the catholic peers, 
and by such of the protestant peers as deemed it 
piroper to foUow, on theological grounds, the 

Utj ir. opinion of the prelates. The second reading waa 
carried only by a small majority : before the 
third, Charles adopted a measure to animate his 
fij^ds which surprised both the house and thq 

MflMli SI* Mdosi* One morning he suddenly entered, tools 



MaireU adds Dr. RcynoldB of Norwich, but it app6an fiwn 
the journals tiMt ho-^idi not atteod at iii during ^^^f—^«v 
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bifr ieal m tfe^ tbrone, awl deur^d the lortfs c hap. 
m tf he wen no^ pment, for he came xHi, 

only to r^new a ctistom which his immediate pre- ' 

decessore had allowed to fall iutu desuetude, that 

ad istlendiiig at their debater ^» James, who $aw 

the mothre of his brother,' was stkiralated to atiU 

more active exertions : and, when th^ third read- March sa. 

ing was carried against liim by a majority of two, 

jentered his protest ou the journals, in which he 

was followed by thirteien spiHtual and fifteen tern* 

poral peers. Buckingham triumphed, and yet he 

.gaiuud nothing by the victory. He served a fickle 

and uncertain master, who changed his resolves 

according to the impulse of the moment* Charles 

haA entartajsed with pleasure the project of di* 

l^Kfim» a& long as its aoeomplishment appeared 

.distant ; but, when the effort was to be made, his 

■^ense of jueticey perhaps his good nature, a^umed 

^ ascendancf, and he refused to avml hims^ of 
^"■^ "'• I ^^^'-■1 tirmi ■ ■ ■■" ■•■■I '« , •■ 

•* jr«m:^ 31^' Sir^lyn^ Diary^ ii. SSO. The kin^luid 

pVieiriou^y doosulted Sir Robert Cotton, who replied that^ it was 
the custom for the sovereign to be present in parliament tiU the 
reig^n of Henry VIII., that of Henry's attendance no proof could 
be found, whence it w^as probable that he had been induced to 
absent himself by the policy of Wolsey ; that Henry's son Edward 
was prevented by his youth, his daughters Mary and Elizabeth 
by their sex ; and that this disuse during four successive reigns 
was " the ill occasion oi the contrary opiiuon and practice." It 
was therefore his opinion that the king had a right to be present 
In alloonniltationaof itatej and Aieoisiona of prirate plaint^ ''not 
only lo adYiae and hear» but to detendne alao/* Wbetiiar this 
tight eitended to capital eaaea, he had hia doubts; that it did to 
ctlialnal caaeiy flot of Uood, was certain. From hk tmgmt fai 
nuiniaoript hi the ooOection of Thonas liloyd> J9iq[. 
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C H AP. the benefit to the prejudice of an unprotected and 
/J/^, unoffending female. The precedent, however, has 

«■ ' ■ not been lost to posterity ; and tlie permission to 
marry again, which was in this instance granted 
to lord Roos, forms the authority for the similar 
permission which has since been regularly inserted 
in bills of divorce**. 

A supply S°. There still remained the great object for 

toted. which the parliament had been permitted to meet. 
Charles^ in his speech at the opening of the ses-* 
slon, had assured both houses that the rumours 
respecting the misapplication of the ])ubljc monies 
during the late war were entirely groundless ; and 
that no part ai the parliamoitary grants had been 
-diverted from its original destination, but that ift 
addition considerable sums, taken partly from Lis 
standing revenue, and partly raised on his credit, 
had been devoted to the same purpose. He there* 
fore requested them to consider the prqudiee 
arising to the national interests from the pressure 
of an enormous debt, and to supply him with the 
means of satisfying his creditors. On this occa- 
sion he did not plead in vain. His assent to the 
Act against conventides was the price which he 

April 11. paid ; and in return he obtained an additional 



*» L. Joumab, xlL 800, 6, 1 1, 28, S9. life of Jamfls, L 48% S. 
Macpher. i. 48^ 53. Biinict> I. 469—5. Malrr4ll, L lit, 418. 
From tUf period Charles generally attended the homue. It prared 
tome reitraint on Ins opponento> and iumithed htm with the 
jheans of whiling away hk time. " It waa/' ha aaid, aa good 
at going to a play." MamU, 41S« 
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duly on toeign winee and Fmegar &r eight chap. 
ymrst and an act to advance the sale of fee-fann ///^ 
rents belonging to the crown. It was calculated 
that the first could funiiisii the king with 50,000l»j 
the other with a much larger sum 

We may now resume the secret n^godation. It Visit of 
had been arranged that, while Louis with hiScht^"^ 
queen made a progress through the territory lately Orleani. 
ceded to him by Spain, the duchess of Orleans 
should pay a short visit to her brother Charles at 
Dover. It was hoped by the French king that 
she could induce him to depart from his intention 
of postponing the war against the States, till he 
had made the announcement of his conversion ; 
W real object was to procure his permissioa to 
separate from her husband^ and fix her resir 
dence in England, Charles received her affec- May ir. 
tionately, and laboured to gratify her with pre* 
sents and entertamments ; but ma both points he 
xonaiaed inflexible : the French ambassador rtr 
luctantly consented to subscribe the treaty as it 
had been drawn by the English commissioners, 
and Henrietta^ with a heavy heart, returned to Mi^ ss; 
her state of splemlid misery in the court of 
Fnbice 



L. Jouniab, iSa, 349. I may notiee that thdagh tiie 
bankers paid oid^ rfz per eent intereit on depoiits in thdr handii 
tlwy now nquirod flwn the Ung ten'per cent on the loiiui ad« 
vanoed to him iiutead of eight At the same time the Statei 
General paid only two and a half per cent. Temple, iL SS, 4* 

ai life of JTameSj i. 448* Macpher. i. 64^ Louis was prepared 
to make cfery aacrifice to engage Charles in hie grande affiuiej" 
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HA P. Of fhis treaty, thiui at length eonchided, thwatgh 
1670. much was afterwardfii said^ little was oertahily 

known. All the parties concerned, both the 

Contents . j xi. • ^ v , . 

the 'Sovereigns ana the negociatora» obseryed an im- 
penetrable secrecy. What became of the copy 
taraniBmitted to France is unknown: its «iounter- 
part was confided to the custody of Sir Thomas 
Clifford, and is still in the keeping of his de- 
scendant, the lord Clifibrd of Chudleigh. ' The 
prindpai articles were: 1": Hiat the icings of 
ISnglaod should jmUSdy profess himself a catiiolfe 
at such time «s should appear to him most ex- 
pedient, and subsequently to that profession should 
join with Louis in a war against the Duteh 
republic at such time as tiie most' Cfaristim king 

should jiuli;'e proper. 2°. That to enable the king 
• > of England to suppress any insurrection which 
might be occasioned by his conversion^ the king 
of France should grant him an aid of two millloBB 
of livres, by two payments, at the expiratiMi Of 
three months, and six months after the ratification 
of the treaty, and should also. assist him with an 
airmed force- of six thousand men, if the service 
of such a foiice should be thought neoessaiy : 

ihenrar agiJnBt the Btates. When Colbert made Snandal olgee* 
Hcnt to the yearly payment of three millioiiBferthegcaiide affaire^ 
frtrticularly as that affair might last for tome years, and draw m 
considerable quautiity.eC jpede ant of the.xeahn, he answered, on 

May 8, " Je sais que vos raisons sont bonnes ; je les connois pour 
" telle*?. J'ai mandv qu'il fulloit combattre jusqu'a la fin ; maif?, 
" «u pie-aUer> ne gaa oianquer la grandeaffaire,'' (Eurres, v. 466. 
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^« That Louis should observe inviolably Ihe cha 
treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, and Charles be allowed | 

to maintain that treaty in conformity with the 

conditions of the triple alliance : 4*^. That if, - 
eventually, any new rights on the Spanish 
monarchy should accrue to the king of France^ 
\he king of England should aid him with all his 
power in the acquisition of those rights : 5^. That 
both princes should make war on the united pro- 
vinces, and that neither should conclude peace or 
truce with them without the advice and* consent 
of his ally : 6°. That the king of France should 
take on himself the whole charge of the war by 
land, receiving from England an auxiliary force 
of six thousand men: Y*. That by sea Qiarles 
should furnish fifty, Louis thirty, men of war; 
that the combined fleet should be placed under 
the command of the duke of Yoi*k ; .and that, to 
enable the king of England to isttpporft the charge 
-of the naval armament, he should receive every year 
of the war the sum of three millions of livi'es 
from, the king of France : 8^. 1'hat out of the 
conquests which might be made during the war, 
'his Britannic majesty should be satisfied with 
Walcheren, Sluys, and the island of Cadsand ; 
and that, in separate articles, provisiou should be 
made for the interests of the prince of Orangey so 
timi he might fiud his advantage in the -wmr: 
9*^. And that, to unite more closely the interests 
and affections o( the.subj^ctp of both crowi^j th<; 
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CHAP, treaty of coinriuicc already coaimenced should be 
mo. speedily concluded 

' From Dover, the king repaired to London, his 

^edu^^ sister to the palace of St. Cloud ; and within a 
chess. fortnight from the time of their parting the fair 
June 5, fascinating Henrietta, at the age of twenty- 

June 90. six, was, after a few hours* suffering, numbered 
with the dead. The report that, to punish the 

« 

infidelity of her husband, she had indulged in 

similar infidelities, was solemnly contradicted by 
her in her last moments, and the suspicion that 
she had been poisoned by his order, .with a cup 
of succory water, received no support from the 
appearance of the l^udy when it was opened after 
death. Henrietta left a favouiite maid, mademoi- 
selle de Querouaille* Whether it was through his 
recollection of her beauty, or through regard for his 
Nov. departed sister, Charles, after some time, invited 
her to England, and appointed her of the bedy 



3' See note (B) It is plain from comparing' the treaty itself 
with the account ol it in the iife of James, that that prince^ or the 
compiler of the life, was but ill acquauited with the true history 
of these transactions. He states erroneously that the treaty was 
concluded and sigued, and some of the money paid, in the begin- 
uing of the year, and that Hentietta aucceeded in persuading the 
king to wahre his right, and to commeiiee with the war «gaiut 
the Dutch. ' It is remarkable that James left Lpndqii with Charks 
ht Dover, but on the road was sent back to take care of the me* 
tropolis, under the pretence that lome disturbance might be amaed 
by the shutting up of comrentides* He reached Dorer three dajs 
later, and seems to have suspected that Charles wished liim out 
ofthewaj. James, Lm, Macpher.i.Mb 
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ciiamber to the queen. In a short time she be- chap. 

came one of the royal mistresses ^^j^ 

It was thought dangerous to confide the secret — 

of the late treaty to a man so unstable in his q^Iq^ 
counsels^ so reckless in his resentments^ as Buck- AMcond 
ingliam ; yet it could iiot be carried into execution 
without liis aid, and that of his friends and col- 
leagueSy Ashley and Lauderdale. The expedient uio. 
which was adopted does credit to the ingenuity oi^^« so. 
the two monarchs^ The marshal de Bellefonds 
was sent to England to condole with Charles on 
the death of his sister, and Buckingham was des- 
patched to France to return the compliment to 
Louis. The duke was received iinth distinguished Aug. i. 
honour : the king consulted him on his intended 
v^'iw against the States, and held out to him the 
prospect of the command of the auxiliary force, 
if he could persuade his sovereign to join, as a 
party in the campaign. This was a bait which 
the vanity of Buckingham could not refuse. On Sep. is. 
his return he urged the subject on the considera- 

' _ ..... _ . 

^ For the first report, see Temple, ii. 126; for the second, 
Jamps, t. 151. Montague, the ambassador, say? in his letter to 
Charles, of July IS, "I asked her then if f-!u believed herself 
'* poisotit'd : her confessor that was by, understood that word, 
** and told her. Madam, you must accuse nobody, but offer up 
** your death to God as a sacrifice. So she would never answer 
" me that question though I faked several times, but would onlj 
<« ihniik up lier ■houklert.'' See a tetter of condoleiice firoiii Louis 
to Gharles in the Appendix^ note (C). Ereljn^ (ii. 889) saye, 
** I saw tliat famotts beauty^ liut in my opinion of a cbildiali^ 
" 8iniple> and baby face. Mademoiselle Quenniaille/' See sbtf^ 
348. . ' . 



J 



Nor. 19. 



fSO HISTOIty OF ENGLAND. 

13 HAP. tidn of the king and «f his coikagim.; heohUdned 

1670. P^raiflsion to open a negotibtton with the Fnneh 

ambfissndor ; lie amused the two inonarchs by 
complaining of the apathy or infidelity of Ai'ling* 
4fe imd Coiberty who had been instructed to laise 
objections, that th^ might irritate iiis impatieiiee, 
and entangle him more deeply in the intrigue; 

1671. and, at length, the dupe had the satisfaction of 
J^n. 23. concluding a treaty, of which he vainly deemed 

liiinself the author, but which in realitj'Waa a 
mere copy of the former, with the sole omiseioit 
of the article respecting religion 

Ev^asions To this farce was added another. When the 

^^]^ fint instalment became dee, Ltouis inquired.<tf hie 
:good hrotlier, whethdr he was yet prepared to 
make the declaration of his catholicity. Charles 
1670. replied, that he thought it advisable previously to 

Sep. 18. pope, and to obtain such conditioBS as 

inight render the change less objectionable to lua 
. people. This answer was approved, and, in con- 
-seqnence, a vigorous attempt was made to induce 
him to join in the war first, and publish his con* 
version afterwards. But^the Icing was ijiflexibl^ 
and to a second requisition replied, that he could 
discover no person fit to be trusted with so deli- 
cate a negotiation. Louis oti'ered the bishop of 

Oct is. Laon, whose services were accepted ; but» in a 
:few days, it occurred to Charlee that the reigning 
pontiff was old and infirm, and that it would be 
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CHARLES U. Ml 

tntM priident lo^^ltiU tlM» aomnon of chap. 

III. 

1670. 



eestor : next he dttenniiied to employ an EngliA** ^ ^ ^' 



man, and spent some time before he named the f 
president of the English coll/ege at Douai; then Not. r. 
lie contrived to obtain a ddi^ ^ thsee TF¥^B*h#» 
under pretence of inaiamg.«aA amending the in^ 
structious to be given to this envoy; and at last 
honestly declared that existing drcumstaaces com* ^^t^- 
petted him to postpone the execution of hia de* 
eign. to some more favourable opportunity. A 
year later Louie retoned to the eame subject, and 
Charles objected religious scruples, which made 1672. 
him desirous of consulting, some celebrated theo-*'*'^^ 
iogian^ hut. a ttuaiefgiaa^ 

<hstt 'the:e<il9ett of their cpnyersatlons might he 

supposed to be his favourite science. Soon after- June 7. 
wards he determined to maka the celebration of 
mas in English, and the admmfstration Jthe 
aaeaameot nnder both foinna ihe indispensable oonh 
iditioils'of his eonversioA; But Louis waa tiien 
satisfied : he had obtained his })uri)ose of drawing 
the Jfing into the war, and therefore ceased to call 
^r a declaration, which must have rendefed him 
•a useless and burthensome ally 

- With the hope of procuring anotlu r supply, Meeting 
Charles had summoned the parliament in autumn ; ment'^'** 
.and the lord keeper in his name informed the Oct iM. 
imnses of the several treaties which had been 
madis to the encouragement aod protection of 



» Shkymi^ it. OS— «, 83, 4. ^ 
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CHAP* commerce, directed their iattention to the naval 
J^/j and military preparations of France and Holland ; 

- and amiounced the king's determination to fit out 

a tieet of fifty sail, to protect the British coasts 
from such insuUa as they had suffered in the year 
1667* But ior this money would be requisite. 
The last grant had enabled hini to pay the inte* 
rest, and extinguish a portion of the debt. But 
a considerable part was still unredeemed ; and the 
best means of sustaining the £une and interests 
of the nation was to give him at onoe a speedy 
and plentiful supply. The ministers had been 
careful to secure a mcgority in the commons. 
Charges of prodigality were made* and hints of 
popery and arbitrary power were thrown out in 
vain ; and the sum of two millions and a half to 
be raised from different sources, was cheerfully 
voted. During the debate, a member suggested a 
tax on the frequenters of the theatre ; and when 
it was said tiiat the theatre contributed to his 
majesty*s pleasure, sir John Coventry sarcastically 
inquired, whether his majesty's pleasure lay 
among the men or the women players " ? Hie 
expression was bitterly resented at court; the gal- 
lants resolved to punish the insult offered to their 
sovereign ; and the duke of Monmouth, committed 
the task of revenge to Sandys, his lieutenant, and 
Assault on O'Brian, tlie son of lord Inchiquin. These, taking 
Coventry. them thirteen of their troop, surprised Co- 
Dec. 21. ventry in the HaMuarket, as he was repairing to 
his lodgings, in the evening after the house had 
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durmg the CfaziBtmas lididBys* Thgy^ CH ap^ 
beat him, threw him on the ground, and made a /J/; 

deep incision on his nose with a pen-knife. This 
outrage, perpetrated with the connivance of the 
king» and against the remonstrances of the dnke 
ai Yorky created feelings of discontent in the 
Louse. It was resolved the first thing after the 1671. 
adjournment not to proceed with the public busi- 
ness till reparation had been made to the commons 
of England for the injury inflicted on one of their 
members ; an act was passed, ordering the offend- 
ers to surrender themselves to justice under tlie 
penalty of banishment without the possibility of 
pardon, and the maiming or disfiguring <^ the 
person was made, for the first time, felony with* 
out benefit of clergy. Charles dared not interfere 
for the protection of his champions : and the com- 
mons, appeased by his forbearance, passed the 
money bills through their several stages ^, Proeeed- 
This benefit was, however, purchabed with the ^*j^gt 
■ the catho- 

3* St 22, 23. Car. ii. c. I. Manrell, i. 413. Ifacpber. i Sf. 
B$ifh,l 193. Burnet, L 469* Locd Dartmouth informs ns that 
Coventry after this was much engaged with the whigs, and pro- 
fessed himself a zealous protestant, yet died a cathoiic, leaving the 
bulk of his estate to the college of the Jesuits at St. Omcr. Ibid, 
note. Monmouth, the real contriver of the oiitrag^e^ escaped, and 
in a few weeks committed a still more atrocious otfence. On the 
night of Feb. 28th, in company with the young duke of Albemarle 
and eight others^ m a drunken frofic, be attacked the watcb> and 
IdUed the beadle of the ward^ tbougfa the poor man on his knees 
begged for his life* Charles to sare his son^ granted a pardon to 
all the miirdefers ; but both the crime and the pardon were 8e« 
vairij censured by the people. See MarFeU» i. 41S. 
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CHAR iBual saeiifiee to the rdigioiu grttpoiwcoiitoiisjiai^ 
tbe'two 1iqiii9». ComplniitB bad been inade of 

the growth of popery; that Jesuits and priestiP 



March 10. jj^^ become wore numerous ; that English catho^ 
yea frequeutod the ch«pe.J8 of foreign ambassa-^ 
dors ; th&t masa was oftea celebrated in private 
booses; that. few processes were sewed out <d 
' the exchequer against convicted recusants ; that 
eottvents. and gchoolfi had. been established for. 
papisCs; and that two peraona openly offidated aa 
popish archbl9hop» in Jr^and. Charles» though, 
he was then bound by treaty to profess himself 
a catholic, published a prodamatiou, such as was 
desired by the bous^ in , which he deder^ HiM* 
^ a$,:he had ftkWfUy^ adheied* against all temp^- 
f * tkms wbatsoever» to the true religion e8€abliiftied» 
" so he would still employ his utmost care and 
*^ zeal in its maintenance and defence ". But pron 
M«n^ 11. damatigna bad olfcen failed of ejSeet; tbo niorci 
oifthjddiGff demanded an act of parliament ; and a 
bill for that purpose was sent to the hou-se of 
March gi. lords, wher^ it was read twice^ a^d committed. 
A dispute respecting privilege prerented its £eu^- 
tber progress^. 
Dispute . In a bill imposing new duties on imports, the 
between petition of the merchants, had altered 

houses. jBome of the rates. The commons acknowledjged 
.tb{ii^>i«i.tbeica8e:of money biUs» the upper bou8«i 



' .^7 Oom. Jonm. Felb.'Sli March 1, Ip, 11. L. Joumato* xiL 
451,468. 
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had ilie power to approve or reject, but d^ied C^APw 

that it had the power to make alterations. The Iqj{^ 
lords called for some proof of this assertion. ■■ 
Whete was. tbe record ? When had they forfeited ^^"^ 
the right ? It might as well be said that they had 
not the poorer to re ject ; for, if they could not alter 
a part, how could they annul the whole ? Had 
they confined themselves to this reasoniiig» they 
would probably have embarrassed their oppo- 
nents; for the attorney-^neral replied that to 
give any reason would be to weaken a privilege 
whicli the commons had possessed in all ages. 
But the lords appealed also to precedents : the 
npj)Iieation of these precedents was disputed by 
the managers ; the controversy became daily more 
intricate ; the obstinacy of the parties augmented ; 
and Charles, though by it he lost, a valuable bill» April 
itas conxpelled to put an end to the session. - The 
question had been raised by the imprudence of 
Buckingham ; and the result did not tend to raise 
liim in the estimation of his sovereign ^. 

Before we proceed, the reader may direct his 
attention to a few miscellaneous events, whidi 
occurred about this time. 

1°. In tlie month of August, 1669, ^ied at the Doa h of 
castle of Colombe, near Paris, the queen-mother, dowager" 
Henrietta Maria de Bourbon. It has been the 1669. 
custom to attribute a great portion of the misfor-'*"** **** 
\ _. _ - - - 

3' L. Journals, sii. 449, 494, 510. Marvell, i. 471. Parker, 
119. Compare Macpborson, i. fiS, with Dalrymple, ii. 86, 

VQL. XII. Q 
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CHAP; fane»*€f{ Charles^ L to the cooftrdl which mi 
1611. beautiful princess possessed over the heart, and, 
through the heart, over the judgment of her hus- 
band. But there ia reaaon to believe tiiat her 
influence waa conatderaibly exaggerated, b)^ thote» 
whose policy it was to alienate the people front 
the sovereign by representing him as guided by 
the counada of a popish wife. On most questiona 
ahe coincided in opinion with secretary Nicholas t 
nor will ' it be rash to conclude that the unibiw 
tunate monarch would liave fared better, had he" 
sometimes followed their advice. After the death 
6f Charles, she was prhratdy married to Jennyn^ 
eaii of St. Albans, and lived to aee the reatorlition 
of ^ her son to the crown of his father. Her last 
years were chiefly spent in acts of charity and 
exercises of devotion ^. ' 
dukeAi. At the commencement of the next year died 

bemarle. another celebrated personage. Monk, duke of 
1670. Albemarle. By Charles his services were always 
acknowledged, and amply rewarded: but the 
royalists regretted that the merit ofrestori^ig the 
king 'should have fallen to an apostate from their 
cause ; and their dislike of the man indulged itself 
in throwing ridicule and censure on his man- 
ners and conduct. • It must be owned that there 
was nothing very brilliant in his character: he 
was not made to shine in a gay and voluptuous • 

See *' The Life and death of Henrietta/' &c. printed for Dor- 
man Newman, itjBd, reprinted by G. Smeeton, LJB90. Life ttf 
Sumen, i. 446. ^ ' 



courty nor did he seek to support his rank by a eH AP^ 

111 

splendid and expeQsive establishment. But the j^^j. 



king always treated him with respect, e£n|>loyed ■ 
him in posts of diii&culty and danger, and honoured 
his remains with a public- funeral in Hemy the Jan. ss. 
Seventh*s chapel. Within three weeks after his 

death, the duchess (she had been successively his 
washerwoman, his mistress^ and his wife)» fol« 
lowed him to. the gr^re 

. 8% The duke of Ormond, on the 6th of Decem-. ^^^'''J'^p 
beo*, was returning in the dark from a dinner Ormond. 
given by the city to the young prince of Orange, 1670. 
when, in. St. James's-street, his footmen, who 
walked on each side* were suddenly stopped ; and 
two men forcibly drew the duke out of his car- 
riage, mounted him on horseback behind a third, 
and, that he might not escape, fastened him with * 
a leathern belt to the rider- The chief of the 
banditti hastened beforehand to Tyburn, that he 
might make preparations for hanging the captive ; 
hut» on the road to Knightshridge, the duke, 
leapipg on one sidot and raising with his foot the 
foot of his ^mpanion on the other» contrived to 
drag him from the saddle. Both fell to the 



♦0 The following portrait of Monk is drawn by the French tra- 
veller, Monconis. Monk est petit et gros; mai? il a la physiog- 
nom'te de 1 esprit le plus solide, et de la conscience la plus tran- 
quilledu niomie, pt avec cela une froiduresans affectation, et sans 
orgueil ny desdaiin : ii a enfin tout 1 air d'un homme niodere et 
fort prudent : ses meuble^ sa table, et le peu de gens qui le cour- 
tlfent, marqueat asaez qull n'est pas ambltieuz. Mp«can. Joum* 
ii.8t. 
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CHAP, gnmnd: footsteps vere heard to approadi; and 
the assassin, having loosened the belt, discharged 

■ a brace of pistols at the duke, and instantly lied. 
The darkness proved favourable to both. The 
duke escaped with no other injury than what he 
had suffered in the fall and struggle : his adver- 
sary eluded with ease the search of his pursuers. 
Yet the cause and the perpetrators of the outrage 
remained an impenetrable myBtevy. Though a 
committee of the house of lords instituted an 
inquiry into the case ; though the king promised 
a reward of 1000/. to those who should discover 
the ofienders ; though he ottered a pardon with 
the same sum of money to any of the accomplices 
who should inform against the guilty ; no dew 
could be ubtained to lead to their apprehension ; 
only it becaine known that the chief of the gang 
was Blood of Barney* in the county of Meath» the 
author of a libel called Mene Tekel^ who had 
been outlawed for an attempt to surprise the cas- 
tle of Dublin. 

Attemot Soon afterwards a person* in the eassodc of a 
thecrown. dergyman* sought the acquaintance of Edwazds 
1671. the keeper of the regalia in the Tower, and pro- 
May 9- posed to him a marriage between his own nephew, 
and the old man's daughter. About seven in the 
morning of May 9th, the pretended dergyman, 
with two companions, called on Edwards, and 
requested to see the regalia. As soon as they 
entered the room, they threw a doak over the 
keeper's head» and forced a gag into his numCb^ 



4 
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promising to spare his life, if he remained quiet: 

but his struggles provoked them to knock Iiiih i67i. 

down, and wound him in the belly. The clergy- 

man then put the crown under his cassock^ one 
of his companions secreted the globe in his 
breeches, and the other liaving filed the sceptre, 
deposited the pieces in a bag. Accidentally the 
son of Edwards came by at the time ; the alarm 
was given ; the robbers ran : one of them fired 
at the first sentinel, who, though untouched, im- 
mediately fell ; the second offered no resistance ; 
and all three had nearly reached their horses at 
St Catherine*s-gate» when they were overtaken ' 
and secured. They were carried before sir Gilbert 
Talbot, but the clergyman, who was the leader, 
refused to answer. Charles himself, through 
curiosityt or at the instigation of others, attended, 
when the prisoner improved the opportunity to 
flatter and terrify the king ; he said that his 
name was Blood ; that he had seized the duke of 
Ormonde and would have hanged him at Tybnm : 
that he had even on one occasion undertaken to 
flhoot the king himself at Battersea, but, the 
iiioment he took his aim, the awe of majesty 
imnerved him, and his piece dropped harmless to 
the ground. He was, however, but one of three 
hundred, who had sworn to revenge each other^s 
hlood. The king might act with him as he 
pleased. He might doom hun to suffer — ^but it 
would be at the risk of his own life, and of the 
lives of his advisers^— or he might show him 
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CHAP. mMj — and he would secure the gratitude and 
^y/j- seirices of a company of fearleas and Bedl^ful 

followers. If the unprecedented attempts of this 

ruffian excited surprise, the conduct of Charles 
was a mystery, which no one could understand. 
He not only forgave the offence offered to himaelf, 
but he solicited and obtained for Blood the paidon 
of Ormond, ordered hira to remain as a gentle- 
man at eoart» and gave bim an estate of the 
yearly rent of 500/. in Ireland* probably as a 
compensation for that which hje had previously 
forfeited 

Death of 5**. For a long time the healtli of the duchess 
the dii. York had visibly declined, and she died at St. 

chess 0* * 

York. James's in her thirty-fourOi year, having been the 

mother of eight children, of whom only two daugh- 
ters survived her, Mary and Anne, both afterwards 
queens of England. . She had been educated in the 
regular performance of all those devotional ei«r- 
cises which were practised in the church of Eng- 
land before the civil war. She attended at the 
canonical hours of prayer ; she publicly received 
the sacrament in the royal chapel on every holi- 

*' See for both facts sir GilbertTalhot'?? Narrative. Lansciowne, 
MSS. 1659, p. 1 — 15. Evelyn, who dined in company with Blood 
at sir Thomas Clifford's, describes him thus: "The man had not 
'* only a darinij^, but a villainous unmerciful countenance, but very 
*' well spoken, and dangerously insinuating". Erelyn Diary, ii. 341. 
Blood's companions were Hunt^ his soBoki-law, and FiiiTety who 
had been lieutenant to m^or-general Harrison under the eoannoii- 
. wealth. Charles told Ormond that he had certain reasons for ask- 
ing ham to pardon Blood. He replied that bis miyesty's oommand 
WIS a sufficient reason. Talbotjibid. 
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^dsf,, and oace in every month ; and .doe. alwa^ c hap. 
prepai^d henM for tkat rite by auricular coo- 1^//. 

fessioii, and the absolution of the minister. After ' 
the birth of her last child, she became still more 
xdigkms, spending: mudi of . her thne in. her pri- 
vate oratory, and in conversatian with diirinea; 
and for several months before her deatli it was 
observed that she had ceased to receive the sacra- 
ment, and began to speak with tenderness of the 
alleged errors of the ehiureh of Rome. . Susptdon 
'Was eseited ; and her l»'other, lord Combury, in 
person, her father, the exiled earl of ClareiKlon, 
letter,, endeavoured to confinn her in the pro- 
issaion of the estahlished doctrines. But she had ^ 
already been reeonciled in August to the church 
of Rome, and iu her last illness received the 
sacrament from the haads of Hunt, a Franciscan 
&iar. Blandferd> bishop of Oxfordj her protes- 
tant confessor, visited her on her deatb-bed.; but 
tie ^uke informed him of her change of religion, 
and he contented himself with speaking to her a 
few words of consolation and advice. Her con- 
version was known only to five persons ; but the 
secret gradually transpired, and its publication 
served to confinii the suspicion that the diike 
himself was also a catholic. He attended, indeed, 
occasionally on the king during the service in the 
chapel, but two years had elapsed since he re- 
ceived the sacrament *^ 

> «• Life of Jane*, i 4M. BuriMt, i3S7. Bvelyii^li* 980. Trmli 

of Crf08MO> 4i6S. 
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c Ti AP; Though the second of the 8eci>et treaties With: 

HI ' 

itj^i. France had been concluded in January, the nitifi- 
—— cations were not exchanged till June, at which 
Thecabai. time it is probable that Charles had consented to 
engage in the projected war against the St^tes^ 
and to postpone to an indefinite period the an* 
nounceinent of his conrersion. Loiiis had Bbreadjr 
sent presents to the commissioners who signed 
the treaty at Dover ; he now sent othera to 
Bucking^ani» Ashley, and Lauderdale, who had 
signed the second treaty in June. In this there 
was nothing unusual ; but, to bind the leading 
ministers more sti'ongly to his interests, he 
granted a pensicm of ten thousand livres to lady^ 
Shrewsbuiy, the mistress of Budcingham ; and> 
when a similar pension was declined by iVi'iiiig-* 
ton, bestowed a magnificent present on his wife *K 
The only privy counselors, entrusted with the 
secret of the king's eonnextcm with Louis, were 
Arlington, Clifford, Buckinghto, Ashley, and 
Lauderdale : they foi'med the cabinet or cabal, in 
which, according to the practice introduced by 
Clarendon, every measure was debated and deters 
mined before it was submitted, for the sake of form» 
to the (•onsideration of the council, and with them 

*» Dalrjnupir , ii. 81, 89. Buckiiigham, to enhance the merit ol* 
his services, assei Letl tliut the Spaniards had offered him 200;000/. 
Colbert observes, " Jecrois qu'U n'cn est rien ; mais je crains que 
^ l*^»pe^de ceft mmTemix commitflains (Ba^fnghfttn, Ashkj, 

and Laudcirdale) ne soit grand." Ibid.- SI.— By a singular 
eoMiddence, the iuitials of the names of these minialcn form the 
word "cabaU" 
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he consulted' respecting the preparations for the chap. 
war. l^ Arlington, originally sir Henr^Beniiet, 

had sij^nalized himself in the civil war, during 



which he received a sabre wound ia the face. Ariingtoa. 
From Madrid^ whcfre he resided as ambassador 
from the king, he was recalled and introduced, 
into the ministry by the enemies of Clarendon. 
To strength of mind or brilliancy of parts, he had 
f$!W pretensions ; hut he was an easy and pleasing 
speaker* was wdl acquainted with the routine of 
budnessy and covered the deepest cunning under 
the most insinuating address. As the best bred 
man in the Knglish court, he acquired the favour 
of the king and of the foreign noblemen whom 
business or pleasure brought to the capital ; and 
Charles, as a proof of his esteem, married the 
lord Harry, afterwards the duke of Grafton, his 1672. 
son by Castlemain, now created duchess of Cleve^ Aug. 1. 
hmdy to the daughter of Arlington^ a most beau* 
fiful child only five years old. In the cabinet, the 
prudence of this minister shrunk from the re- 
sponsibility of being the foremost to suggest or 
to -defend measures of doubtful tendency; and his 
timidity afterwards proved his safeguard. It 
was taken fur inodci atioii, and served to mitifirate 
the displeasure and resentment of the people. He 
retained to the last the friendship of his so- 
vereign 

Life of Jamef, i. 398. Clarend. Pap. ill. Sitp. IxJod, Erefyn. 
ii, 372,433. Maqib. u 48. Buniet, i.'l70. Clarendoif'a Life, 191^ 
1 9(j. Works of Sbcfiicld, duke of Buck. iL 84. 
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^^^^ ^vu^ taai eioqyxmcei Imd . jKs^^uiml. in Ihe heme 

. I M , ■ of commons, had originally recomiia^Bded him to 
GllfR)i«L Mie notice of the ministers ; and under the 
patspn^ige of Arlingatop* he had rapidly advanood 
Jn preftmeQt Hci now heM .tlifi offices of privy 
e^uoaellor, treasurer of 4}ie boimhold, andr emm-* 
jnissioner of the treasury. He was brave, generous, 
^mi ambitious ; constant in his friendships, and 
opei^ iii hi^ xes^ntmeikts ; a minister with dean 
hands in a covrupt court, and endued with a mind 
capable of forming, and a heart ready to execute, 
the boldest and most hazardous projects. The 
Ismg -soon learned to pr^^r his services before 
lliose of :hi8 inm qautieiv pa 
Bucking. With Bttckingluira, h» levit|y and- immo- 
rality, his ambition and extravagance, the reader 
is aheady acquainted. Even when he was con- 
sidered thjBf prone minii^r^ pleasure formed, bis 
^vourite pursuit. He turned the night into day, 
and indulged in every sensual gratification '* which 
** nature could desire, or wit invent." Charles, 
^much as he was amused with the lollies of the 
. duke, frequently ^treated him with contempt i—hki 
princely fcMrtune (a landed estate of 20,000/.) 
insensibly disappeared ; his mind became enfeebled 
with his body ; and he lingered out the last years 
of his life in penury and disgrace 

. ** Evelyn, ii. 386, 7. Pcpys, Correspondence, v. 79. Macph. 
1. 48. 

4* Burnet, L 171, Macph. i« i07. Evelyn, iL 3^5, Oarenduti^ 
1.369. North's Lives^ i. 07. 



Digitized by Google 



CHARl E6 11. 535 

Lauderdale made it the greet object of his c HAjp. 
policy, to advance his imn fottuae hf seearing 

the royal favour. He was ungainly in his ap-^^ — — 
pearance, and boisterous in his manner ; but his 
experienoe in 'budnesSi hia' ready acqiii6Bceiic6'iii 
every wiih oif the sovereign, and theMdAess with 
which he ridiculed the apprehensions and predic- 
tions of his colleagues, endeared him to the 
monarch. It was not in Lauderdale'^ dispositioii 
to allow principles, either political cnr reKgious, %o 
interfere with his interest. A sincere fHend to 
the covenant, he made it the constant subject of 
ridicule ; a violent enemy to the catholics, he lent 
fais sni^KMrt to every measure in their favour ; and 
with a strong predilection towards a limited and 
constitutional monarchy, he fearlessly executed in 
his native country, the most arbitrary determi* 
nadoBS of the government. For these reasons he 
had nuraeroiK enemies among the dissenters, and 
Ijie men of liberal prtncif^: and on anoflier 
account, he had incurred the hatred of all the 
cavaliers both English and Scots. He was ac- 
cused of havii^ been a principal in the sale of 
Charles I. to the parliament, and of having re- 
ceived a considerable portion of the money. But 
the e0orts of his countrymen to bring him iuto 
disgraee recoiled on their own heads. The king 
remained his friend : Middleton, the chief of his 
enemies, was removed from the government of 
Scotland, and that high office, after a decent in- 
terval, was bestowed on Lauderdale himself. 
But his triumph served only to multiply his 
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CHAi\ enemies. The. English cavaliers took up the 
lirii ^^^^ northern brethren^ and waited witb 

^—impatience for the favourable opportunity of gra-» 
tifyiiig iheir vengeance by accoraplisliing the 
downf ul ot the Scottish favourite - 

ABUey. 5?. Sir Anthony Ashley Cooper formerly pop* 
sessed the ear of Cromwell: at. the restoratioot 
through the influence of Monk, whose friendship 
he had gained, and of Southampton, whose niece 
he had married, he was appointed chancellor of 
the exchequer, and soon afterwards csdled to the 
house of lords by the title of baron Ashley. When 
Charles said of him that he was " the weakest and 
wickedest man of the age," the king consulted his 
anger more than his judgment. Ashley possessed 
talents of the highest order, but made them sub- 
servient to his passions and interest. As long as 
the royal cause promised to be successful, he was 
careful to suggest the most arbitrary measure^ 
and to support ihsm B,t the ezpene^ of liberly 
and justice : but when the current turned, when 
the spirit of . discontent, which animated tlie 
house of commons, led him to anticipate a failure, 
he divasted himself of his employment, at court» 



*' Burnet, i. 174. Clarendon, 51. Mlscel. AuL 212, 234. 
Pepys, 154. In the Scottish parliament, it had been agreed that 
a ceitaij) number of delinquents should be iacapacitated from 
holding office, not openly by the majority of TOteB, but secretly 
by way of ballot, to prevent fiunily ^|Kb between the ezehtdms 
and the excluded. Among the names was that of Lauderdale. 
But Charles disapproved of the proceeding, and recalled Middle- 
ton. See the pleadiiign before the king in Miscel. Aul. ibid. 
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tmd, oMnlng forward as the duonpion of pbptilar ^^ii ^' 
jAghi, "usurped a patriot's all-atoning nattie." icn. 
But whether he served the king, or the king's • 
opponents, he was still the same character, dis- 
.playing in his conduct a shigolar fertility of in- 
^ntion, a reckless contempt of principle, and a 
readiness to sacrifice the rights of others in the 
pursuit of .his object, whether it were the acqui- 
mtkua of power, or the gratification of reycinge^^ 

Of these five ministers, Lauderdale adhered to Their re- 
Hhe Scottish covenant; Buckingham, with all liis^^^^* 
ridicule of bishops and servants, called himself an 
prthodoz churchman ; and Ashley was supposed 
to belol^ to no church whatever. Of Arlington 
and Clifibrd, it has often been said that they were 
catholics. But hitherto they had certainly pro- 
fessed themselves protestants, thoagh, perhaps, 
like many others, for no better reason than 
because protestantism was in fashion. For, 
during the revolutions of the last twenty years, 
the immorality of the royalists, the cant of the 
fimatiosy and the auccessive prevalenee of ton^ 
trary doctrines in the pulpits, had, especially 
among the higher classes, unsettled religious 
opinion, and rendered men indifferent to pai'ticular 
Ibrms of worship. It may, however, be that the 
knowledge of the duke's conversion, and of the 
kihg^s sentiments, made impression on Arlington 
and Clifford. The latter certainly embraced the 

*^ Macph. 70. Dairy mple, ii. 15. Burnet, i. 164, S, Claren- 
don, 26, 215. • . 
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CHAP. caAoUe Mth before the doM of the Btttdi war) 

mil, Arlington continued a protestant till his last sick- 
* — ■ ■ ! ■ nesfi, when he was reconciled to the church of 
Rome-**. 

They shut Tlicee wevB the tiiiiiifllei»» with whose agsisU 
eCeranee Charles determhied to engage m the war 

against the States; a war from which he pro- 
. mised himself an abundant harvest of proht and 
gtoiyt Id the hutniilatioii of a republic^ the prbe^ 
ptoitjr of whidh held out to his ealigeets the 
example of successful rebellion ; in the superiority 
which the trade of the British merchants would 
derive from the ruin of their commercial rivals ; 
and in the additional authority with whidi he 
would be himself invested at the head of a con- 
quering army and navy. To obtain these results 
it was iteoesaary to make the most gigantic efforts, 
and to pKmde pecuniary funds commensurate 
with these eiibrts. An ample supply had been 
already granted by pailiament; to secure the 
stipulated subsidy from France a third treaty had 
beea concluded with Louis ^ ; and an additioiiai 



*» in May 1671, Evelyn from Clifford's conversation "suspected 
"Imn a little of warping to Rome ." (Evelyn, ii. 341, In 
May 1073j James calls him " a new conreit." Lite oi Jeanea, L 
484. 

It if plain that a third treaty was concluded in the bcgiucing 
of M7& Dalrymple aofcicei it as nierelj a Latin wpj ^ the 
acoond ticaty« rigatd on Feb. <tli b«t tliai it was dlflivattt in 
iMio pofaila, appears tnm tfaie^ that the eomnand of the EosBah 
aHBllliiici wai giiren by it to the dulce of Monmoutli (Dairym. U. 
SS). The aerfioea of Montayiie were so picannflo Louis on this ' 
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resmtce vm nom dkeaw&i hy tbe ingentttt^ of eilM^ 
Ashlef 6r Clifford The read^ is aware tbat 

ever since the time of Cromwell the bankers and <■■■ 

capitalists had beeu accustomed to advance mona^r 
to. tlie gownuncDt, leoaiviiig in return mjgna- 

' tkms of some fanmeh of the pnhiie revenue till 
hoth capital and interest should be extinguished. 
Hitherto the exchequer had maintained its credit 
by. the pnnctaalit)r with whieh it. dieehmigei 
these ohUi^ioDB: hut now it wtusi proposed,' 
to suspend all payments to the public creditors for 
the space of twelve months, which wt>uld permit 
the'ldng to devote the whole of hiS' income to tbi 
pnrpoees of the war ; and ft*, to add tbe intemt. 
now. due to ihe capitaI> ,aBd to allow six 
cent, interest on . this new stock, which would 
atford a leasonable compensation to the holders, 
finr any inconvenience which they miglit safer 
from the delay. Clifford, as one ai tbe eonnldb* 
biouers of the treasury, carried this project from 
the cabinet to the privy council ; he endeavoured^ 

*to defend it on the gmmd of state neocssity^ 



occasion, that he solicited Charles to semi to the ambassador the 
order ot the g-arter, and allow him (Louis) the pleasure of pre- 
senting it to Montague. C£uv. de Lo\iis, v. 493. March SI, 
1672. 

o It aeons-dovbtfid with whum this neasuie ortginaltd* Ert- 
lya aidgM U to dr ThonM Clifibrd (Diary, ii. SSli aB$), pro* 
haUj beeaiite wai dunan to reoomiieiidit to thopdrj eouaciL 
In ArUngftm's klteri it ii attributed to. loid A«hl^, and Jamei 
••fothat ''it was he (Ashley) who advised the shutting up tit 

eiciM<i«or.*' life, 1. 488. Set olao BttintC^ i. M8. 
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c HAP. «nd reqaeBted that no member wotdd raise objec* 

1679. tions, unless he ^\ ltc prepared to offer some other 
- expedient equally productive, and equally expe- 
ditioue^^ Clifford was supported by Ashley: 
^^■.^ the council gave its consent; and the Buspension 
Jan. «. -vreks announced by proclamation to the public. It 
stated that the safety of the kingdoia rendered it 
necessary to forbid the payment of any money 
out of the exchequer in virtue n£ existing war- 
rants and securities, but promised that the credit- 
ors should receive " interest at the rate of six 
** per cent. : that no pei-son whatsoever should be 

defrauded of any thing that was justly dtte» 
^ and that the restraint should not continue any 

longer than one year*®". By this iuiqiiitoiis 
act, a sum of about 1,300,000/. m'os placed at the 
'disposal of the ministers: but the benefit was 
'dearly purdiased with the loss of pop«ilarity and 
-reputation. Many of the bankers, who had placed 
their money in the exchequer, failed ; a general 
shock was given to the commercial credit of the 
country, and numbers of annuitants, widows, 
and orphans were reduced to a state of the lowest 
distress 

Fail ill aiT In this attempt the hve ministers could not fail 
the Dutch of success : in the next they met with a signal 
deftat. It was known that in themonth of March 



' 5» Temple, ii. 181- 

Declaration. Iti the Savoy, by the kiiii,^'s printers. 

L. Joum. xii. North, Exainen. 37. Parker, 121. Mar- 

vel!, ii. 47S. " 
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a fieet of Dutch men^antmen,. laden with the chap 

commerce of the Levant, would pass up the Chan- i^^^ 



nel ; and a resolution was taken to capture them — 
as lawful prizes, without any previous declaration 
of war. To the objeetion that such conduct would 
•Fesemble the rapadty of the pirate and the high- 
wayman, it was replied, that arrogance and ava- 
rice had led the Hollanders to trample on all the 
.nsceived usages of civilised nations, and that they 
could 'not reasonably complain, if they received in 
return such treatment as tliey had already inflicted 
upon others The States, however, were not 
to be taken unawares. The immense preparatiohs 
of Louis had opened their eyes to the danger which 
menaced them ; and the recal of Temple, who had 
negotiated the triple league ; and the mission, in Dec. 4. 
•his place, of Downing, a man so hateful in Hoi- 
luid that he fled back to En^and to escape the 
.vengeance of the mob^^ taught them to suspect 10T9. 
that Charles was the secret ally of the French ** 
king. Under this impression, they were careful 
,to furnish pjrotection to their merchantmen, and 
to acquaint their naval commanders with the pos- 
sibility of a suddtii rupture between the two na- 
tions. The task of intercepting the Dutch fleet 
was entrusted by the English ministers to sir Ro- 
bert Holmes, wbo received orders to take under 



* See the question discussed in Parker^ 184. 
, ^ nonrning was sent to the Tower for his cowardice. Teniple, 

Ji.180. . • . . 

. »■ * 

VOL. XII. » 
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OHAP. hk ootnmaad all the ships which he should fiad ftt 

Portsmouth, or should meKt nt sea. Holmes, at 

the back of the isle of Wight, saw the squadron 

of sir Edward Spragge, which had recently de*. 
strayed the Algerine navy in the Mediterranean ; 
but, unwilling that another should obtain any 
share in the glory and profit of the enterprise, 
March 3. Buffered him to pass by. The next morning he 
descried his object, sixty sail of merchantmen^ 
many of them well armed, under convoy of seven 
men of war. Van Xesse, the Dutch admiral, saw 
the design of ilohnes, and so admirably did he 
dispose his force, so gallantly was he seconded by 
the officers and men under his command, that h^ 
completely baffled all the efforts of his enterpris- 
ing opponent. Durins: the night the English ad- 
miral received a reinforcement ; in the morning 
he> renewed the action ; and at last succeeded in 
cutting off one man of war and four merchant- 
men, two of which proved of considerable value. 
The failure was certainly owing to the presump- 
tion mA ambition of Holmes. To Charles it be* 
«ame a subject of bitter disappointment, both as 
it diminished the pecuniary resources on which 
he had reckoned, and as it covered him and his 
advisers with disgrace. For both his subjects and 
foreigners united in condemning the attempt^ 
which they would probably have applauded, had 
it been crowned with success 

" Jaaef, i 4M. Macph. Pup, i. as. ManreU^iL 478. Heatli, 
5S1, «. Natwlthstaiidiiig Uiu atuck^ both parties ftitliiiiUy ob- 
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During the last war with Holland the counsels chap. 

III. 



of government had been distracted, and the most 



serious alarm had been repeatedly excited, by the 

close and dangerous correspondence between * the ^^^f^^^ 
foreign enemy and the mal-eontents within theggaoBta 
kingdom. Since that period the number of the . 
latter liad been multiplied by the intolerant enact-' 
ments against the dissenters; aud> to apply 
a remedy to the e^l, the ldng*s advisers de* 
termined to carry into execution his favourite 
project of indulgence to tender consciences. With 
this view, a declaration was published, stating that Mareh is 
tibe experience of twelve years had proved the in* 
efficacy of coercive measures in matters of reli- 
gion; that the king found himself " obliged to 
** make use of that supreme power in ecclesiastical 
^ matters which was not only inherent in hitn, 
« but had been declared and recognized to be so 
** by several statutes and acts of parliament**; 
that it was his intention and resolution to main* 
tain the church of England in aU her rights, pos* 
sessions, doctrine, and government ; that it wai 
moreover his will and pleasure that " all manner 
of penal laws, in matters ecclesiastical, against 



gerred the provisioTi in the treaty of Breda^ that, in case of a rup- 
ture, the ships and merchandize belonging to the siibjects of 
either party, and existing in the porta and territory of the other, 
should not be molested for six months. Ea& naves, mercefi, et 
bona quwvis niotabilia quie in portibus et ditione partis advc£iie 
hinc inde heerere et extare deprehendentur. I)uznoiit> vli. 4T. 

R 2 
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CHAP. «« whatsoever sort of non-conformists or recusants. 

Ill * • ' 
1632. ** should he from that day suspended " ; and that 

■ ■ ■ to taku away all pretence for illegal or seditious 

' couveuUcles, he .would license a sutticieut number 

of places and teachers for the exercise of religioA 

among the dissenters, which places and teachers 

so licensed should be under the j)rotection of the 

civil magistrate ; but that this benefit of public 

worship should not be extended to the 'Catholica« 

who, if they sought to avoid molestation, must 

confine their religious assemblies to private 

- houses " *8 

Which is . This declaration, like the former, had been 
by^^Sem. moved in the council by Clifford, and seconded by 
Ashley: the provision respecting the catholics was 
added to satisfy the scruples of the lord keeper. 
By the* public it was received with expressions of 
applause or vituperation, as men were swayed by 
interest or religion. Its opponents complained 
that it tolerated poper} , and consequently idolatry; 
that, by affording encouragement to schism, and 
the opportunity of meeting to the factious, it 
must tend to weaken the stability both of the 
church and of the throne ; and that it claimed for 
the king a power subversive of a free constitu- 
tion, — ^the power of dispensing with the laws. In 
reply, it was contended by the advocates of indul- 
gence, that religious opinion was beyond the con- 
trol of government, and that no people could be 

** Pari. Hist ir. 51.5. 
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powerful abroad, as long as they wore divided by CHAP, 
dissension at home; tliat the public exercise of i^-^^^ 
their worship was still forbidden to the catholics ; 
that the indulgence, by removing religious discon- 
tent, was calculated to strengthen both the church 
and the throne ; that no claim was set forth by 
the king, which did not by ancient usage belong 
to the crown; and that the power of dispensing 
with the law in matters ecclesiastical, necessarily 
grew out of the ecclesiastical supremacy, and in 
civil matters, out of the very nature of govern- 
ment : for no form of government could be perfect, 
in' which the executive power did not possess the 
means of providing for the exigencies of the state 
during the intervals when the legislative power 
was not assembled. Thus to dispense with the 
penal laws respecting religion had been the prac- 
tice of every sovereign since the refonnation ; and 
the king himself, during the late war witli Hol- 
land, had suspended the trade and navigation acts, 
without exciting contradiction or miirnno*. The 
result show the power of interest over principle. 
The dissenters, who had been in the habit of con- 
fining within the narrowest limits the pretensions 
of the crown, gratefully accepted the indulgence, 
and presented by their ministers an address of 
thanks to the king ; while the ardent friends of 
orthodoxy began to dispute their own doctrine of 
passive obedience, and to think that the preroga- 
tive ought to be fettered in those cases, in which 
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CHAP, it might operate in opposition to their own daims 



111 

1672. prepossessions 



59 



In a few days appeared the English and French 

2w of*' declarations of war. Louis was content to assert* 
war. tiiat after the many insults which he had suffered 
from the arrogance of the States, to dissemhle his 
resentment would be to detract from his glory. 
March 17. Charles condescended to enumerate the several 
causes of his displeasure : the unwillingness of the 
States to regulate with him according to treaty the 
comriiLrce of the two nations in the East Indies ; 
their periidious detention of the English traders 
in Surinam ; their refusal to striJce to his flag in 
the narrow seas^; and the repeated insults which 
had been offered to him personally by injurious 
medals and defamatory publications. It was his 
duty to maintain the honour of his crown, to pre- 
serve the trade and commerce of the nation, . and 
to protect from oppression the persons of his suh- 
jects. But, if this consideration compelled liim to 
appeal to arms, it was still his intention to 
maintain the true intent and scope o( the treaty 
of Aix-Ia-Ghapelle, and in all alliances which he 



w For these particulars ami reasonings, see Parker, 251 — 8. 
Pari. Hist. iv. App. xli. xlii. Arlington to Gascoign, 66. James, 
i. 45.5. It is often said, Lut certainly without authority^ that the 
lord keeper refused to put the se-il In ilie tleclaratinn. Had this 
been the case, he would probably have been dktuissed in Man:h 
instead of November. 

^ The negotiation! on tJiia subject show that tlic king claimed 
Si a rlgltt wliftt tJie HoUandert would yield only u a conplfaaMM. 
Parker, 106^»i 
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ha4 made* or 8boul4 make, in the progress of chap. 
^ the war, to preserve the ends thereof inviolaUey /J;^. 

•* unless provoked to the contrary In a few 
days, the king of §weden, the second party to the April 
^iple alliance, acceded to the designs of Charlies 
and LouiS) and, under the specious pretence of 
preserving the peace of Germany, bound himself 
by a secret treaty, to make war on any prince of 
the empire, who should undertake to aid the 
States in the approaching war between them and 
the king pf France ^. 

* Pari. Hist. iv. 518. Dumont, vii. 163, 4. *' Yet/ gays 
ManreOj ** it is as dear as tiie nm that the French had by the 
** treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle agreed to acquiesce in their former 
" conquests in Flanders ; and that the English, Swede, and 

HoUanfior, were reciprocally bound to be aiding against whom- 
** soever siiouid disturb that regulation." (Marvell, ii. 482.) 
This, though it has been repeated hundreds of times, is far from 
being an accurate exposition of the transaction. The real object 
of the triple alliance was to compel the crowns of France and • 
Spffui to make peace od the tenna alreafly ofifered 1>j FraaM, wmA 
to guarantee to Spain the prorinoea in the Netfaerlanda which 
ahould remain to her after tliat peaoo^Tant pour aider & faire 
fidr par leur interventioii la guerre qui s'estoit alors allum^ entre 
les deux cooronnea^ que pour guarantir aussi Je phit ftrtemantet 
efficaoementj que faire si pourroit, la paix. — The peace was 
accordingly made at Aix-!a-Chapel1c, and tbe kin£::«! of England 
and Sweden, and the States, signed the act of gii:iiantrp — pro- 
mettent par ces presentes de guarantir ie dit traite — and promised 
if Louis were, under any pretext whatever, to invade any of the 
territories belonging to Spain, — aucun des ro) aumes, estats, pays, 
ou sujets du Koy catholique^ — ^to employ all their forces in resist- 
ing the aggression, and obtaining reparation, flee the act of gua- 
ranty in Dumonty vil. 107* In the treaty bftween Louia and 
Cluurlei^ tlie treaty of Aix-Ia-Cbapelle waa confirmed, and no in* 
fraetioo of it took place during the war. 

** Dumon^ vii. 169. Miicel. Aul. 68, 70. 
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CHAP. The Dutch were the first at sea; and De 

III. 

1672. 



Ruyter, with seventy-five men of war, and a 



considerable number of fire-ships, statioued himself 
Nwral af- ij^^^een Dover and Calais, to prevent the in- 
tended junction of the French and English fleets. 
The duke of York could muster no more tiian- 
May 3. forty sail at the Ps ore ; but with these he con- 
trived, under the cover of a fog, to pass unnoticed 
by the enemy, and, proceeding to St. Helens, 
May 4. awaited the arrival of the French squadron under 
May 10. D'Estrees. The combined fleet now sailed in 
search of the enemy, whom they discovered 
May 19. lying before Ostend. But the prudence of De 
Ruyter refused to engage even on equal terms. 
Availing himself of the shallows, he kept his op* 
ponents at bay, and baffled all their manceiivres 
with a skill which extorted tlieir admiration. At 
last he reached Goree, and the duke returned to 
Southwold bay, that his ships might take in thdr 
full complement of men and provisions 
Battle of In a few days, De Ruyter learned, from the 
woid^bay. ^P^^>^ ^ ^ collier, the situation and employment 
May 87. of the English fleet. He suddenly resolved to he^ 
come the aggressor, sailed from Goree in the even- 
ing with his whole force, and would probably have 
surprised his enemies at anchor, had it not been 
for the sagadtyof Gogolin, the commander of a 
French frigate. That officer, on account of his 
ignorance of the coast, had cast anchor during the 

James^ i. 457—61. Miscel. AiiL 69, 70. 



CHARLES II 



249 



night at a distance of some miles from -Southwold c H ap. 
hay. At the first dawn- he descried two Dutch ^^^^ 

men of war of equal force, whicli immediately — - 

brought to, and stood from him, and, couciudiug S8. 
from these motions that the main bodf^could not 
be far distant, he discharged his guns in succoes- 
sion as a signal. James immediately urdered 
every ship to get under weigh, and take her sta- 
tion in the line : but the wind was easterly, and . 
the tide to leeward, and not more than twenty'seii 
could form to meet .the enemy. The duke, with 
a part of the red squadron, opposed De Ruyter, and 
the fleet from the Maese ; the earl of Sandwich, 
with part of the blue, Van Ghent and the fleet from 
Amsterdam. D'Estr^ received Banker with' the 
ships from Zealand : but butli stood under easy 
sail to the southward ; and, as they never came 
to close action, suffered comparatively but little . 

iiyury^. , 

- Seldom has any battle in our naval annals been Conduct 
more stubbornly contested. The English had to ^^ikit. 
struggle with a bold and experienced enemy, and 
against the most fearful disparity of force. Their 
ships were so intermingled among the multitude 
of their opponents, that they could afford little 
support to each other ; still they fought with the 
most desperate courage, hoping to protract the 
action till they could be joined by the remainder 
of the fleet in the bay. About eleven o'clock, the 



James, i. m-^S* 
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CHAP, duke's ship, the Prince, of one hundred guns, had 
lost above one-third of her nen, and lay a moti<m« 
less wreck on water. Having ordered her to be 
towed out of danger, lie passed through the win- 
dow of < the cabin into his shaloupe, rowed through 
the eQemy's fire, and unfurled the royal standard 
in the St. Michael, of ninety guns^. 
Death of Tlie earl of Sandwich, in the Royal James, re- 
8«mdwick peatedly beat off the enemies, by whom he was 
surrounded ; carried by boarding a seventy gun 
ship which lay athwart his hawse, and kilkd Van 
Ghent/ the commander of the Amsterdam squa^ 
dron : but, after an engagement of eight hours, 
the Koyal James became unmanageable ; of two 
fire shifis which approached, one was i^unk by iier 
guns, the second grappled her on the larboard 
side ; and in a few ininutes that noble vessel was 
enveloped in flames. The duice, from a distance 
to leeward, saw the blue flag towering i^ve h, 
dense column of smoke ; and ordered the Dart- 
month, and a number of boats, to hasten to the 
assistance of the crew. Between two and three 
hundred were saved ; the rest, with their gallant 
commander, perished in the waves ^, 



Ibid. 465^ 6. So afraid were the sailors of fire ships, that 
the duke expressly forbad the name to be mentioned during the 

action. If any man saw a fire ship approaching, he was ordered 
to communicate his suspicion in a whieper to the nearest 
ofScer, 465. 

* Ibid. 4-67, 8. He appears to have had a presentiment of his 
fate. When Evelyn (ii. 369) took leave of him, the earl said, 
he should see him no more. " No," he added, " tlicy will net 
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JDuring the afternoon, the other ships joined the o HAP. 
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fleet, and the combatants began to fight on a foot^ 
ing of equality. • Abont five it was reported to the 



duke, that the St. Michael could with difficulty be ^e^E^.**^ 
kept afloat, on account of the injiiiy which she glish. 
iiad reeeived in her hull ; and, trusting again to 
his shaloupe, he transported his flag to the London. 
J>e Ruyter wns the first to shrink from the conflict, 
fie sailed about seven to overtake the Zealand 
squadron; and most of the English took the t)p^ 
portunity of joining D'Estrees to leeward, while • 
the duke, with five-and-tweiity sail, remained to 
tb^ windward of the enemy. Thus terminated 
this bloody and obstinate enf^ig&neaU While we 
give due praise to the conduct of the Dutch adnd^ 
ral, and to the bravery of his men, we must not 
forget that, with all the disadvantages of surprise, 
and wind and tide against them, the cool and 
determined courage of the English obtained the 



let me live. Mad I lo»t a I thmdd have Jbred better. But 
be it as it pleases God. 1 must do something, I know not 
" what, to sa^e my reputation." Evelyn tells us that Monk and 
ClifTord were accustomed to describe the earl's caution as cow- 
ardice, nnd that the words in italics, allitde to his expedition to 
Bergen. May they not allude to the conduct of Monk, as if he 
had said: Had I, by excess of courage, lost a licet, as Monk 
did, 1 should have fared better? — " He dbicd," says Sheffield, 
duke of Buckingham, " in Mr. Digby's ship the day before 
the battle, when nobody dreamt of fighting, and showed 
*' gloomy diBOontent, to contrary to his usual cheerful humour, 
** that we even all took notice of it j but much more ail^wards 
Works, iL 14. / 
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CHAP, vietory. .They lost one, their of^nents Uuee 

1672. ships of tiie line*. 
■ In the Miuniinf?, the two divisions of the Enff- 

sue the " ^^^^^ joined, and it was determined to proceed 
Dutch. |o the Nore ; hut in a short tune De Ruyter, who 
^y^' bad sailed to the southward, reappeared; and 
James ordered the line to be formed, and made the 
signal to bear down on the enemy. They imme- 
diately fled; a general chase was ordered, and 
twice the Dutch ships, disabled in the late action, 
were on the point of falling into the hands of the 
pursuers, and as often saved by the timely inter- 
May 30. vention of a fog. On the second day, the Dutch 
found a secure shelter within the Wierings ; and 
the English fleet returned in triumph to the 
river 

Conquests By land, the storm, which had so long menaced 
jVench. the States, soon burst on their most ^stant fron- 
tier. Louis had placed himself at the head of 
more than one hundred thousand men, and was 
assisted by the counsels of Conde and Tur^ne. 
Orsoi, Burick, Wesel, and Khinberg, fortresses on 
the Rhine, in the possession of Dutch garrisons. 



«7 Ibid. 468—471. " The duke of York himself had the no- 
" blest share in this day's action: for when his ship was so 
'* maimed as to be made incapa>>lo of scnMce, he made her lye 
" by to relit, and went on board aiiotlier that was hotly engag^cd, 

where he kept up his standard till she was disabled, and then 
" left her for a third, in order tu renew the fight, which lasted 
" from break of day till sunset." Works of Sheffield, duke of 
Buckingham, who was present, ii. 15. 

^ James, L 4t7&, i. 
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opened their gates; the rirar itself was passed chap. 
near Scbenek in the £iice of the enemy ; Arnhcam, ^^^^ 

Naerden, Utrecht, Deventer, Zutpheu, and Xinie — . 

guen, submitted ; three out of the seven provinces 
were torn from the republic, and the French oat-- 
posts established themsdves in the vicinity of 
Amsterdam ^. At first the States seemed to 
abandon themselves to despair : they were roused 
to exertion by the aj^roach of the enemy, and the 
sympathy of Europe. The Louvestein flaction, 
hitherto Ihe ally of France, sunk into insignifi- 
cance : the prince of Oranefe was declared captain- 
general of the army, and admiral of the fleet ; 
promises of succour were obtained from the 
emperor, the king of Spain, and the elector of 
Brandenburg ; and attempts were made to delach 
Charles from his alliance with the French mon- 
arch. The king, indeed, began to waver^ The 
success by sea had not answered his expectations : 
the conquests of Louis threatened to provoke a 
general war in Christendom ; and a rupture 
between France and Spain would not only over^ 
turn the treaty of Aixrla-Chapelle; but also deprive 
his subjects of the Spanish trade, the most profit- 
able branch of British commerce. With his son, 
the duke of Monmouth, who, at the head of six 
thousand British soldiers, served in the French 
army, were joined, as plenipotentiaries, Bucking- June 12. 



For the progress of the French army^ see CEuvres de Louis, 
ilL ISO— 948. . . 
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CHAP. Iiaiii» Arlington, andBaVilte, latd3r'ere&tedvi8eotint» 

III 

Halifax. The three latter repaired to the Hague, 
where they assured the States of the pacific dis- 
position of their sovereign and-theiice« accom- 
July0. paniedbf deputies^ hastened to the camp of the 
French monarch at Heeswick, where, in union with' 
Mt)Timouth, they signed a new treaty, binding the 
two kings to act in concert^ and never to conclude 
a peace but by joint consent. The separate de- 
mands of Charles and Loilis were then com* 
municated to the Dutch ministers. Charles, on 
his j)art, required, as the basis of peace, the dig- 
Bitf of stadtholder for the piinee of Onnge, the 
honour of the flag as an admb^edgment that 
England was mistress of the narrow seas, the 
yearly payment of 10,000/. for permission to fish 
oh the British coasts, indemnification for the 
charges of the war to the amount of one miUion 
stm*ling, and the possession of Flashing, Gkiree, 
and the neighbouring fortresses, as security for 
the payment : Louis offered to restore the three 
^provinces which he had conquered, on condition 
that the States should cede to him such places as 
they had formerly wie&ted from Sj)aiii, and such 
part of their teriitory as lay on the left bank of 
the Rhine : should pay to him an indemnification 
of seventeen millions of livres ; should yearly 



70 When Buckingham assured the downcrer princess of Orang^e, 
that they, the ambassadors, would not use Holland like a mistress, 
but love her like a wife ; she replied, " vrayment je croy que V0U8 
" iious aymez comma vous ayuiez la votre." Temple, u. 260. 
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<^fer hhn a gold medal in admowledgiii^t of his €HAP. 

III. 
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forbearance, but in reality as a satistViciion for 
the insulting medal which they struck at the con» 
elusion of the triple alliance, and should grant to 
their catholic subjects the free exercise of the ca- 
tholic worship The States, at the persuasion 
of the prince of Orange^ indignantly rejected tiiese 



^* Dumont, viu 20d, 6, 8. Miscel. Aul. 71^ 72. In the united 
and the neighbouring provinces, the catholics and protestants 
wete iatcniiizml in cooaMerable titUDbers, and Uie bitoieranoe of 
the States induced ihem, wherever their influenoe extended^ to 
abolish the ezerdse of ih» catholic worship. This was met with . 
rimilar intolerance on the otiter side> and the inoonvenienoes aris- 
ing £rom such a state of things induced the protestant elector of 
Brandenburg, and the catholic count palatine of the Rhine, to 
conclude in this spring a treaty of equitable adjustment, by which 
the churches were divided between the two communions, and 
provision was made for their respective ministers out of the pro- 
perty formerly belonging to the clergy in the duchies of Cleves, 
Jiiliers, and Berg, and the counties of Mark and Ravensberg. 
(Dumont, viU 171 — 194.) Louis, following the example, de- 
manded &r the catholics within the territory of the States> th# 
use of one church where there were two^ tcad the penmssion t^ 
build another where there was only one, with a decent provision 
ftr the clergyman out of the old ehurdi property, or some other 
fimd. (lUd* 905.) This demand, however, gare occasion to the 
opponents of the court to represent Charles as leagued with Louis 
in a crusade for the establishment of popery ; and, to excite 
greater irritation, they informed the public that the principeU 
church in each town vva;? demanded lor the catholics. (Burnet, L 
560.) Another falseiiood sju ead at the time was, that Louis as- 
sured the States that he would make peace if they accepted his 
conditions, whether Charles were satisfied or not. (MarveU, 1. 
492.) Yet the contrary is the truth. In article Jiiii he declares 
that the acceptance of his eonditioiis will not be sufficient } they 
must also satisfy the king of England before peace can be made. 
Dumont, 909, 
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c II A P. proposals. They opened their dikes ; the country 
lll^^ was placed under water; and the p^gress of the 

• — French arms was suspended. 

Proceed- From this moment the war began to languish 

]^g^. ^^^^ \sind, Louis left the camp for 

his capital, and while part of hip army was em^ 
ployed to retain possession of his conquests, the 
other portion marched to the Rhine to observe^the 
German princes, who were arming in support of 
the States. At sea, De Ruyter had the prudence 
to shun a second engagement ; and the duke of 
York cruized in vain off the Dogger Bank to in- 
tercept the East India fleet, which found shelter 
in the river Ems. Charles, however, continued 
faithful to his engagements with I^ouis, and, to 
mark his satisfection with the conduct of his mi^ 
liisters, he had raised sir Thomas Clifford to the 
peerage, by the title of lord Clifford of Chudleigh ; 
created lord Arlington earl of Arlington; lord 
Ashley earl of Shaftesbury; and honoared Buek- 
• ingham and Arlington with the order of the gar- 
ter. For a while Shaftesbury seemed to monopo- 
lize the royal favour; so delighted was the monarch 
with the fertility of his invention, and the fear- 
lessness of his courage. Charles deemed himself 
bound in honour to shelter the bankers, wliosc 
money he had locked up in the exchequer, from 
the pursuit of their creditors. They applied for 
protection to the court of diancery ; but the lord 
keeper hesitated ; he doubted whether it were a 
case in which he ought to interfere ; and Shaftes- 
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bury seized the occasion to represent him to the CHAP, 
king as an old dotard unequal to his situation. //^^ 
The hint was taken ; the seal was transferred from — . 
Bridgeman to Shafte8lmr7 ; and the new lord Nor. 17. 
chancellor soon exposed himself by his vanity and 
self-sufficiency to the ridicule of the bar as well 
as the odium of the people. Instead of the sober 
and decent robes worn by his predecessors in oid 
fioe, he appeared on the bench in an ash-coloured 
•* gown silver-laced, and full-ribboned pantaloons 
" displayed In the procession to Westminster- 
hall to open the seal, instead of being conveyed 
in a carriage, he rode on horseback : and the 
king's counsel, the law-officers of the crown, and 
the several judges, were conipelled to accompany 
him in a simUar manner, to the great annoyance 
of some among these rieverend personages ; one 6f 
whom, Mr. Justice Twisden, by the curveting of 
his liorse was laid prostrate in the mire. In his 
court he professed a sovereign contempt for ancient 
Smxm ; his orders were made with rapidity, and 
fiuhioned after his own fancy; for a few days the 
counsel did not interrupt him ; but he was after- 
wards so harassed witli motions for the explanation 
and amendment of his orders, that he grew ashamed 
of his precipitancy, and the imperious refomor 
gradually sunk into the tamest judge that ever sate 
on the bench. Mindful, however, of the charge 
which he had brought against Bridgeman, he was 
careful to stay, the proceedings against the bankers 
in the inf«ri<Hr courts ; hat, at the same time, with 

VOL. XII. 8 
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CHAP. ^ psnident regard to his own security, he appointed 
a distant day on which he would he ready to hear 



1672 



counsel against this injunction ^"^ 



W^rd The elevation of Shaftesbury made a vacancy 
tnasiuer. in the coninussion of the treasury, Charles dia- 
solved the hoard* and at the recommendation 



Nov. SC. his brother, gave the staff of lord high treasurer 
to lord Clifford. The friendship which had so 
long subsisted between Arlington and Clifford was 
instantly broken. Arlington changed him with 
ingratitude, with having by his. intrigues sup- 
planted his patron and benefactor. But the king 
commanded them to be friends. He exculpated 
Clifford. The refusal of the staff to Arlington 
arose» he asserted, from his own kindness for that 
nobleman ; from a wish to spai'e him the disgrace 
and mortification which he would have entailed 
upon himself by his want of sufficiency and reso- 
lution 

Blectioiu It had' been expected that in October Charles 

iluring the , , i . . v i • n 

proroga- woul(i apj)ly to the parhaiaent for money to en- 
able him to open the exchequer in January ; and 
the States flattered themselves with the hope of a 
powerful opposition on the part of the commons. 

»• James^ i. 481. Nwth^ 38, 46, 57, 8, 60. It were, how- 
ever> unfidr to omit the praise allotted him by an enemy. 

In Iirael'a courts ne'er sat an Abethdin 
With mon diaceming eyesj or hands more clean ; 
Unbribedj unboughty the wretched to redreie^ 
Swift of despatch, and easy of access. 

" Compare James, i. 488, with Evelyn, ii. 886. 
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To their disappointment, the two houses were CHAP. 

Ill* 

prorogued till February, and the suspension of i^js. 



payment to the public creditors was continued by 

proclamation for another half year. Shaftesbury 

improved the interval to add t<j the munber of his 
dependents in the lower house. During the pro- 
rogation several members had died; some had 
been called to the house of lords. Instead of 
waiting till the parliament assembled, he issued 
writs out of chancery for new elections; these 
writS) with recommendations from the court, were 
entrusted to the hands of the persons whose re- 
turn was desired ; and they, availing themselves 
of the opportunity, in general secured their elec- 
tion. It was, however, observed that almost all, 
whether designedly or not, were dissenters ; this 
circumstance awakened the anger of the cavaliers 
and the churchmen ; and a resolution was taken 
to dispute the legality of the writs, and conse- 
quently of the returns. Colonel Strangeways, an 
old cavalier of the first opulence and influence in 
the county of Devon, whose friends had been de^ 
feated in four instances by the arts of Shaftesbury, 
placed himself at the head of the opposition 

At the opening of the session the king and the Opening 
chancellor successively addressed the two houses. menT^^ 
Charles was an ungraceful orator, but on this oc- ^q^^. 
caslon he spoke with an ease and dignity which Feb. s, 
surprised his hearers. Shaftesbury dilated on the 

# 

Miscel. Aul. 79. Parker, 262, 4. North, 56. 

S 2 



Digitized by Google 



'260 HISTOUY OF ENGLAND. 

CHAP, difoent topics* which had been mentioiied by the 
1673. ^^"IT- jtistlfied the declaration <^ indulgenee, 

' and the shut ting up of the exchequer ; he assumed 

that the war was popular, and that the pretensions 
of the Hollanders were bo inconsistent with the 
rights of Great Britain, that " Carthage must be 
** destroyed *' ; he ridiculed the jealousy of those 
who feared that the army raised on account of the 
war might afterwards he employed against the 
liberties of the country, and solieited a plentifiil 
supply, to disappoint the expectations of the 
enemy antl secure a speedy and profitable peace 

dertioM "^^^ object which occupied the attention 

emcdied. of the commonSi was the legality oi the write 
issued daring the prorogation ; and in this they 
obeyed the command of the king, whether he al- 

Feb. 6. ready began to withdraw his confidence from 
Shaftesbury/ or was desirous to propitiate the 
men who had displayed so much devotion to his 
person. That the chancellor had acted according 
to the precedent of former times, was certain : 
the claim set up by the house, that the order for 
the writ must originate with the speakert oould 
not he traced to an earlier period than the year 
1540; and it seemed reasonable to conclude, that, 
like the other prerogatives of the crown, this had 
also been recovered at the restoration. But the 
house of commons has never surrendered a privi- 



^ L. Journ. 533— «. Misoel. Aul. 9d. 
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lege wliich it has onoe exercised: It was contended chap. 

Ill 

that numerous mcoDreniences would aarise frond i^j^ 
the right claimed by the chancellor ; and a reso- ■ 
lutioii was passed that the elections were void, and 
that new writs should be issued in virtue of a 
warrant from the speaker^ The disappointment 
opened the eyes of Shaftesbury to the real charac- 
ter of the prince whom he served. He saw that 
Charles was fonder of ease than of power, more 
disposed to conciliate than to compel, and more 
likely to sacHllce an obnoxious minister than to 
put down a fierce and stubbuni opposition 

2^, The house proceeded, in the next place, to i he sup- 
the consideration of the supply, and, by an una- ^l^T^ 
nimous vote, fixed it at the amount of 1,260»000/., 
to be raised by eighteen monthly assessments. 
For this liberal and unexpected grant, Charles was 
indebted to the exertions of the two leaders of the 
opposition, Garroway and Lee, who did not escape 
the suspicion of having sold themselves to the 
court, though their friends endeavoured to account 

« 

for their conduct on the specious ground, that they 
deemed it politic to hold out to the king so large 
a sum as a temptation to his indigence. He had 

assured them in liis speech, that ** he would stick 
to his declaration of indulgence They meant 
to put his resolution to the test If he yielded. 



C. Journ. Feb. 6. Pari. HiBtW. 507—12. Parker, t69-d. 
Orleans, 
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GHAP. the money was at his Gommaud ; if he persisted, 
16 73. ]U> ateps would be taken to perfect this previous 
■ vote 



Address g**. The couiitry party now directed all their 
deckra- efforts to procuTe the recal of the declaration. Of 
d^^nc^^^ indui^nee itself they affected not to disap- 
prove : their objectioiis went to the form. They 
were willing to extend relief to the protestant 
dissenters, but it must be done in a parliamentary 
way. The royal authority was bounded by the 
same limits in ecclesiastical as in dvil matters : 
the king might remit the penalties of the offence, 
but he could not suspend the execution of the 
law. By the courtiers the claim of the preroga^ 
tive was feebly supported on the ground of ne* 
cessity ; because the power of dispensing with 
the law must reside somewhere ; otherwise nu- 
merous cases might arise during the intervals of 
parliament) in which the welfare^ the very safety 
. of the state, would be sacrificed to an impolitic 
and unreasonable jealousy. After a long and 
Feb. 10. adjourned debate it was resolved by a majority 
of one hundred and sixty-eight to one hundred 



W Com. Joum. Feb. 7. Bumet^ ii. 13. We are^ however, told 
by Norths that sir Thomas Lee, Mr. Ganroway, and sir Thomas 
Meres, the belkweathera of the country party obtained places 
i]\the ciiatoms, adnuraltyf and excise, for their occarional com-* 
plinnce with tlie court (p. M) ; and loid Dorchester asserts tliat 
Lee received for liis smices on Uiis occasion the sum of 6000/. 
which one of the dorks of the treasury brought in a hackney- 
coach to Fleet-ditch^ where Lee met llim. At a signal they 
^topped, cluuiged coadies, and drove away* Bumet, ii. 83, note. 
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and sixteen, that ^ penal statutes in matters CHAP. 

III. 

ecclesiastical cannot be suspended but by act of jgyg. 

"parliament**'*, and this resolution was em- 

bodied in an address presented to the king, 
Charles required time to consider the question, 
and then replied, that he was sorry they had Feb. si. 
questioned his ecclesiastical authority, whicli liad 
never been questioned in the reigns of his ances- 
tors; that he pretended to no right of suspending 
any laws concerning the properties, rights, or 
liberties of the subject ; that his only object in 
the exercise of his ecclesiastical power, was to 
relieve the dissenters ; and that he did it not with 
the intention of avoiding the advice of porlia^ 
ment, but was still ready to assent to any bill 
which might be offered to him, appearing better ' 
calculated than his declaration to effect the ends 
which he had in view, the ease of all his subjects, 
and the peace and establishment of the church of 
England. But this answer ^v as voted insufficient ; 
and a second address informed him that he had Feb. aa. 
been misled by his advisers ; that the power of sus- 
pending statutes in matters ecclesiastical haid never 
been claimed or exercised by his ancestors ; and 
that his faithful commons prayed from his good- 
ness a more full and satisfactory reply to their 
petition^*. 

^ C. Joum. Feb. 10. Tet Burnet describet it ai a very una- 
** nimous resolution", iL 6, 

^ C. Joum. Feb. 14, 84, S«. L. Jouni. xiL 540. ParL Hist, 
iv. <lft— 34, 46—51. 
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c HAP. By Charles tbisi second address was received as 

ITT 

1673. ^ insult. He declared that he would dissolve 

— — the parliament rather than submit to the dictation 

^peak^o ^"^ enemies. Shaftesbury, Clifford, Bucking. 

the i .rds. ham, and Lauderdale applauded his spirit : the 
duke of Yorkt though he differed from them on 
most subjects, concurred with them in this. Con^ 
cession, it was argued, had been the ruin of the 
father, it would prove the ruin of the son : to 
bend in one instance would only lead to additional 
demands. Let him assume a determined and 
authoritative tone ; let him show that he would 
never resign a single right of the crown; the 
opposition would then melt away, and the proud- 
est of his opponents would learn to crouch at the 
feet of the sovereign. Animated by their dis- 
course, Charles gave himself credit for a degree 
of resolution which he did not possess : and, when 
Arlington conjured him to yield, scornfully re- 
jected the advice of his timid and time-serving 
counsellor. It was determined to oppose one 
house to the other. In a short speech to the 

Karah 1. loids, the king complained of the encroachments 
of the commons, ordered their addresses and his 
answers to be laid on the table, and solicited the 
advice of the peers, the hereditary counsellors of 
the crown. Clifford spoke with his accustomed 
boldness ; but Shaftesbury, who began to doubt 
of the result, betrayed a disposition to court 
popularity. His individual opinion was, he ^aid, 
^ ^ in favour of the preri^tive ; but he would not ven- 



ture tQ place it in the balance against the authority H a p. 
of 80 august a body as the house of commons. ^^^^ 
After a long debate^ the lords resolved without a —.m 



division, that the king's proposal to settle the^**"^*" 
question in a parliamentary way was a good and 
gracious answer ^. 

The public had watdied with intense interest He cm- 
these proceedings in parliament, and many thought dedariL 
that they discovered in them the certain prognos- tion. 
tics of a second civil war. By the States the 
hope of i| dissolution was cherished : thus the aid 
of 1,260,000/. would be intercepted, and the king 
be compelled to conclude a peace, or to adopt the 
defensive system which had been attended with 
indelible disgrace in the late war. The sagacity 
of Louis suggested to hira the apprehension oi 
similar results. By his order Colbert waited on March?, 
the king, represented to him the disastrous con- 
sequences of a breach between him and the 
pariiamenty exhorted him to yield for the moment, 
and promised on the return of peace, to aid him 
with men and money for the purpose of recover- 
ing, the rights, which he might be induced to 
surrender* The resolution of Charles was already 
exhausted by its previous eflfbrts: he willingly 
listened to the counsels of the ambassador : the 



•o t, Jounak, zii. ASS, 543. Dabymple, ii. 09. Orkaiw,Sld. 
Burnet, ii. 7, 8. There is, however, in Burnet's narratiTe, ao 
mudi unquestionably false, that it is difficult to judge what may 
be probably true. But his account of Shafteshnry*s speech ia 
confirmed by the lord keeper UuiUbrd. l>ah:ymple, ii. 90, 
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CHAP, firoimse of mmey, always welcome to his indi- 
genoe^ was gratefully accepted; but as far as 



1673. 



■ — ' ■ regarded military aid, that, he said, should never 
be solicited by him against his subjects, unless he 
were reduced to tbe last extremity by another 
lebellion. The same evenings sending fyt the 
declaration, he cancelled it in. the presence of the 

March 8. ministers, and the next morning made a solemn 
promise to the lords and commons* that what 
had been done with respect to the suspen^on <^ 
the penal laws, should never be drawn into con- 
sequence". The two houses testified their joy by 
acclamation ; and in the evening numerous bon- 
fires illuminated the streets of the metropolis ^\ 

The test 40. It may excite surprise that the dissenters 

duced. ^ot rally round the throne, in defence of a 

measure, in wli ieh their interests were so deeply 
concerned. But it was an age in which religious 
antipathies exercised an unbounded influence over 
the judgments of men. The knowledge that the 
duchess of York had died a catholic, the suspicion 
that the duke of York, the presumptive heir to 
the. crown, had embraced the catholic faith» 
and the fact of the alliance with France, a catho* 
lie power, against the Dutch, a protestant state, 
were coiilidently brought forward to prove the 
existence of a most dangerous conspiracy against 
all the reformed churches; the declaration of 
indulgence to tender consdaaces was represented 

Palrymple, ii. 9S— 6. L. Journ. xii. 549. 
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as the first of the measures devised by the con- 
spirators for the accomplishinent of their unhcdy 
purpose; and the dissentm were exhorted and 

solicited to surrender the advantages which it 
promised them, for more secure, though, perhaps, 
less extensive relief to be granted by ac^ of par- 
liament. These arguments had weight with nuia- 
bers : Hieir jealousies and apprehensions were 
awakened ; they consented to sacrifice their per- 
sonal interest to the general good, and joined 
in the popular cry, which demanded additional 
securities for the reformed faith Of these 
securities, the first regarded the small force lately 
raised to be employed on the continent. It was 
remarked that Fitzgerald, the major*genmI* 
with a few other officers, was a catholic, and that 
Schoraberg, the commander-in- chief, though a 
calvinist, was not only a foreigner, but also held 
high rank in the French army. Why, it was 
asked, were such men selected for the command ? 
Did there not exist an intention of employing 
them, at the conclusion of the war, to establish 
popery and arbitrary power ? To remove these 
fSears, an address was voted, requesting the king 
to discharge from the army every officer and sol- 
dier who should refuse to take the oaths of alle- 
giance and supremacy, and to receive the sacra- 
ment after the rite of the church of England, and 
to admit no man, thereafter, into the service, who 



Guillbrd apud Dalrymplc, ii 91. 
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C HAP. did not take the oaths before the first, and the sa- 
li}^ crament before the second muster. Charles retum- 
" ' ed a satisfactory answer^ ; and the anticatholies, 

elate with llieir victory, proceeded to urge the 
exdufiion of those who were the objects of their 
jealousy, £rom civil as well as military affairs* 
The suggestion of a test foe this purpose came to 
them from a quarter, whence it was not to have 
been expected, — from Arlington, the reputed 
paj^st. But to Arlington it presented several 
advantages. It would remove from him the 
Sttspidon of catholicity ; it would enable him to 
gratify his resentment against Clifford : it would 
bring once more within his reach the treasurer's 
' staff, the great object of his ambition ; and it would ' 
serve to screen him from danger, by creating in 
his favour an interest among the popular leadcrs. 
By them the proposal was gratefully accepted, 
under the expectation that such a test would solve 
the question of the duke of York's religion, and, 
by stripping him of office, exhibit him to the 
people in a state of political weakness and de- 
gradation. Neither did the chiefs of the court 
party prove more hostile than their opponents, to 
a measure which opened to them the prospect of 
power and cniokiraent, from the resignations and 
removals which it would inevitably occasion. Even 
the king himself was brought to give his consent. 
The passing of the test was represented to him as 



*'3 L. Jouro. Jti. 547, 8, 9, 
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thtf only condition on which he could hope to c HAP. 
obtain the liberal supply that had been voted ; and 1^7^ 



« 



to a prince, with whom, as it was observed, " lo|2ric, 

built upon money, had more powerful charms 
than any other sort of reasoning " this considerap 
tion proved a convincing argument. If he felt at 
all for his brother, he probably strove to persuade 
himself that James would never sacrifice the pos- 
session of office to the profession of his religion ^. 

In conformity with the suggestion of Arlington^ And paas- 
the house of commons resolved, that every indi- ^ 
vidual, " refusing to take the oath of allej^iance 
and supremacy, and to receive the sacrament 
^ according to the rites of the church of £ngland» 
*• should be incapable of public employment^ 
" military or civil ;" and a bill was introduced 
requiring, not only that the oaths should be 
taken, and the sacrament received* but also 
that a declaration against transubstantiation 
should be Subscribed by all persons holding office, 
under the penalty of a fine of 500/. and of being 



N The French ambassador supplies the iiitormation respecting 
Arlington and his object (Dalrytnple, ii. App. p. 90) ; Marvell 
respecting the niutivcb ot the kmg, and the leaders of the oppo- 
site parties. Marveil^ i. 494> S» Keal attributes the test act ta 
an omisnon on the part of the kiog, whom he represents as re- 
turning no answer to the petition of the two houses for the re* 
moral of CathoUea firom oOice. (Neal^ Ii* e93.) But tlidr petilioii 
did not ask for any such removaly and It was postarbr in time to 
the resolution for a test. The petition was presented March 7 : 
and the resolution was passed Feh. S8. See Journals on these 
days* 
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CHAP, disabled to sue in any court of law of^ equity, 
to be guardian to any child, or executor to any 

person, or to take any legacy or deed of gift, 

March 12. or to bear any public office. In the lower house, 
a feeble opposition was offered to the clause im- 
posing the declaration, on the ground that, to 
make the disavowal of a si^eculative opinion, the 
qualification for civil office, was contrary to the 
nature of a civil test, and calculated to render 
men hypocrites or atheists. In the upper house 
the principel novelty in the debate was furnished 
by the earl of Bristol, who, though a catholic, 
March 16, argued in support of the test. That considerable 
alarm existed, could not, he said, be denied. It 
mattered little whether it was well founded or not. 
The more groundless the panic was, the more 
rapidly it would spread. If, then, the bill tended 
to lull the apprehensions of the people, it deserved 
the approbation of the house. It did not enact 
new, it did not enforce even the old, penalties 
against the catholic worship. It went merely to 
remove a few individuals trom offices which they 
could not exercise without scruple and dissimula- 
tion. For himself, he was no wherryman in 
religion, to look one way and row another. He 
was a catholic, attached to the church, but not 
to the court of Home. He should vote, indeed, 
against the bill, because it contained expressions 
to which lie could not conscientiously assent ; but 
he hoped that the house would adopt it, as a mea- 
sure of prudence, calculated to prevent mischief. 
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and to pacify disoontent. B7 this speedi^ Bristol c hap. 
obtained the reputation of a patriot : the reader 

will, perhaps, think him a hypocrite ; for he pre- — — 
vailed on the parliament to adopt a proviso in his 
£aVoi]r» securing to liim and his wife a large "pen- 
sion from the crown, and exempting them, and 

them alone, from llie obligation of taking the 
test". 

5^. The bill passed the house of lords^ as it had Dissent- 
passed that of the commons, without provoking a bm/^^^^ 
division ; and it may reasonably be asked, how it 

happened that it received no opposition from the 
dissenters* when it was so framed as to comjire- 
hend them, though its avowed object was the 
exclusion of others ? They seem again to have 
suffered themselves to be duped by the artifice of 
their pretended friends. With the bill for the test, 
was introduced another for ease to protestant dis- 
senters, and thus their objection to the first was 
neutralized by their hopes from the second. But 
while one passed rapidly through the house, the 
other crept slowly on : new questions successively 
arose, and day after day waa spent in debating, 
what quantity of relief should be granted, to 
what description of non-conformists it should 
extend, and for how long a time it should be con- 
tinued. The house at length agreed to confine the 
benefit to those dissenters who objected only to the 



» C. Journ. Mar. 12. Journ. 557, 9, 591, 7, 9. Far!. Hist. 
ir.Ml^. St. 1»5 Car. ii. c. «. 
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CHAP. artidM of disdpiiiiey and wexd willing to sabserlbe 
lers. the artidcs of doctrine of tht diurch of £x^^ 



— — land, to allow all such to hold separate meetings 
for the purpose of reli^-ions worship, to exempt 
them from the penalties for absence from the 
p«rishchurch,aiid to repeal in their favoor thecom-* 
pulsory declaration of atgent and consent ordained 

March IT. by the act of imiformity. In this shape the bill 
waa forwarded to the house of lords, where it 
received numerous amendments : to some of these 

Match 94. the oommons olgected; and, though the king 
warned them of the approaching termination of 
the session, no care was taken to come to an agree- 

March 39. meut. On Easter eve» the parliament was ad- 
journed at nine in the evening ; before it met again 
a prorogation followed, and the hopes of relief 
which the dissenters had been encouraged to 
cherish, were utterly extinguished 

In the history of this session* it is worthy of 
notice : 1^ that not a murmur was heard fironr 
the ranks of the opposition against the war, or 
the alliance with France, or the suspension of 
payments in the exchequer. Of these great suIh 
jects of compiaint» no mention is made either in 
the addresses or the debates. But not only was 
silence observed ; in addition, an act of grace was 
passed, which, by pardoning all offences committed 
before the 25th of March, covered the ministers 
from the risk of subsequent punishment. It seems 

^ Lords' Joum. 561, 4, Sfl, S, 9, 584. Pari. Hiit far, 585— 
48, 4«1— 4, 471—6. 
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M ii^^ secret abdeiBtaiidiiigexkted between some 

of the leaders of the two parties ; and that the ' 1^73. 

members of the cabal had sacrificed the catholics 
to the jealousy of their opponents, on condkion 
of indeniBity to themsdves^. 1^. The house of 
eoouDons, in tfce bill whidi it passed for the ease 
Of dissenters, departed from those doctrines which 
it had so strenuously advocated in its celebrated 
address to the king, in 166S. At that time it 
protested agaiinst an/ indulgenee, because it was 
inconsistent with the act of uniformity, calculated 
to brt'L'd schism and multiply sects, and would 
ultimately lead to universal toleration But now 
the distinction between articles of doctrine, and 
articles of discipline, at that time refused^ was 
broadly admitted ; the pains and penalties for 
absence from church or attendance at conventicles, 
then considered essential to the safety of the es- 
tablishment were taken away ; and the declaration 
of assent and consent, the principal provision in the 
act of uniformity, was rendered entirely optional. 
3*^. ^Vith respect to the test, the oath of supremacy 
and the subscription against transubstantiation 
were sufficient to exclude the catholics from office : 
the ubiigatio!! of receiving the sacrament after the 
rite of the established church was unnecessary as 

" It was the conslant practice of these ministers^ that, when 
'* any of them were afraid of the house of commons for tliem- 
" selves, they presently exposed the papists to be worried, hoping 
" thereby to save themselves from being fastened upon." — James^ 
i. 499. 

C. Journ. Feb. 27« 1663. 

VOL. XII. T 
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C HAP. £ar as regarded them ; but it operated efiectually to 
1673. ^ exclusion of the dissenteis. Tjbus the latter, by 

■^r— contributing to the establishment of the test, 
placed themselves in a much worse situation than 
before. They forfeited the benefit of the king's 
declaration; they remained subject to the intolerant 
laws passed against them since the restoration; 
andy in addition, they entailed on themselyes and 
their posterity a new disability, that of holding 
employment^ civil or military, under the crown. 



. ij i^ud by Google 



CHARLES II. ' 



CHAP. IV. 



CHARLES II. 



NAVAL ACTIONS -DISGBACE OF SHAFTESRtrRV — 

Ar.AfNST LAUDERDALE AND BUCKlNiiKAM 1 M 1^ K A ( 1 1 ME N T OF 

AKLiNGTOK — CONCLUSION OF PEACE DESIGN OF EXCLUDING 

THE SUK£ OF YOaK-— BBPBATED PaOROOATIOMS Oh f AHLiA* 

Mxurr— iKTmionss or iroKirovTH— of auivotow — ^Pmo- 

CBBOINOI OF THB POFDLAB FAmTY— MOW-BBSMTIKa TEST OF 
]»ANBT— BISFITTB BBSFBCTIBO APPBAL8<— AWOTRBB 8BS8I0K— i 
BBVIVAL OF THB M8FUTB— MOTIOK FOE DISSOLUTION OF 
FABLIAMBNT— 7B0CBBDIX08 IN SCOTLAND— 'AND IBBLAND. 

fN Holland, the rapid success of the French had cHAP. 

provoked, instead of subduing, resistance. De ^^^^ 



Witt, who had so long governed the republic, fell 

a victim with his brother to the vengeance of an Yaf^*^ 
inforiated mob; the prince, of Orange took on 
himself the proud task of liberating his country ; 
and the a])sence of contending faetions gave a 
more uniform direction to the national efforts, and 
inspired with greater confidence the princes who 
dreaded the ascendancy of France. During the 
winter, Louis made no additional conquests ; in 
the summer the reduction of Maestricht was the 
only exploit which distinguished his arms. After a May is. 

T 2 
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CHAP, succession of marches and operations in Flanders, 
167S. undertaken for the sole puipose of masking his 
■ . real object, he suddenly sate down before that for- 
June 1. tress, which capitulated after an obstinate defence 
June 23* of tweiity-three days. Moumouth, who led the 
English auxiliaries, conunanded under him with 
the rank of lieutenant-general. His want of mill* 
tary experience was supplied by the counsels of 
Montal ; his personal courage won the applause 
of the king and of the army \ 
Resigna- In England, the liberal supply, voted by parliar- 
ment, gave new vigour to the preparations for 
war. A fleet of more than sixty sail of large ships 
was eq^uipped, and an army of eight thousand 
naen was raised and encamped at Blackheath for 
foreign service. But at first all men fixed their 
eyes on the duke of York, anxiouis to learn whe- 
ther he would take or refuse the test. His con- 
version, to the church of Home stiU rwained a 
matter of mere suspicion : but it was observed 



' Buckingham (SliLffii'ld, Works, ii. 24.) says that "a sure and 
** easy attack was kept Ijac k till his day ot conniianding, that he 

might have the cruiiit of the success ". This imlnuation is 
groundless. On that occasion, says Louis in a letter to Charles, 
U fit tpitt ce qui w pouToit pour signaler davantage sa conduit 
at aa Taleiu. Je ne dois pas mtaie ouUUr qtte le lendemain lea 
aanegA ^tant sortb sur la demi-lune k la &veur d'un foimcau, U 
Iht ^ eiiz 1'^^ la main au premier bruit de la sortie> et leur fit 
quitter le losement. Louis, iii. 419. That thia was not mere 
compliment, appeara from the following passage in the king'a 
journal of the siege. — " Le due de Montmouth s'acquit la tote 
" des mousquetalres une grande reputation/' Ibid. See abo 
Jamea, i. 49S. 
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that, at Easter, when the king received the sacra- CHAP, 
ment, James did not accompany him ^; and soon jjjfg^ 
afterwards the fact became public by his volun- 



tary resignation of all the offices which he held 
under the crown. At the same time, and for the 
same reason, the lord Clifford relinquished thejunei9. 
treasurer's staff in opposition to the advice and 
entreaty of the king. By those who were ac- 
quainted with his aspiring character, and able to 
judge how miu'li it nm>:t have cost him to sup- 
press at once the hopes which he had so fondly 
cherished, it was supposed that he had bound him- 
self by promise to follow the duke of York'; but 
tliat prince declares that CliiTord was actuated by 
motives of conscience, and pronounces his conduct 
the more honourable, as it was the less to be ex- 
pected from one who had so recently becmne a 
firosel3rte. By his resignation the ambition of 
Arlington was again awakened, but was again 
doomed to be disappohited. Tlie Icing, by the 
advice of James and Clifford, gave the staff to 
Arfington's enemy. Sir Thomas Osborne, who was 
soon afterwards raised to the peerage, by the title Aug. 15. 
of viscount Latymer ^ 

* Evelyn, iL S80. The king had employed lord Cliflbrd to pre-: 
vail on James to take the sacrament with him at Christmas : but 
the diike replied, that his conscience forbade him. James, i. 

3 Evelyn (ii. 383.) Sfiys, \ am confident he (riifTord) forbore 
" receiving the communion, nnoie from some promise he had 
" entered into to gratihe the duke, than from any pj ejiulice to 

the protectant religion, though I found him wavering a pretty 
" while." The duke^ on tiie contrary, says : the test ousted him 
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CHAP. By the retaieineiit of James, the command of 

TV 

I ^^ '^ the combined fleet, amounting to ninety sail of the 

line, devolved on prince Rupert. With so for- 

^UoM at mi^jjijjje a force, it was expected that he would 
sweep the Dutch navy from the face of the oceans 
but he performed nothing worthy of his reputa- 
tion ; and, tliougli he fought three actions with 
De iiuyter, neither received nor inflicted consider- 
able iigiiry. His friends complained that his 
powers were .limited by unusual restrictionsy and 
that his ships wanted stores and providons : an 
officer, who was present, asserts, that he was too 
closely leagued with the country party to obtain 
a vietory, which nught render their opponents 
lofds of the ascendant. He was ordered to take 
under his protection the army commanded by 
Schomberg, and to laud it on the coast of Hol- 
land. Schomberg, unacquainted with naval eti- 
quette, affixed the colours of his regiment to the 
mast of his vessel, as a signal to the officers in the 
other transports ; but Kupert considered his con- 
duet as an act of insubordination or insult : two 
shots were fired through the rigging ; and orders 
were given to sink the general*s vessel, unless the 
flag were immediately struck. Schomberg re- 

** of the place of lord treasurer of Eji^land, and of being' any 
longer a privy counsellor ; who tho' a new convert, generously 
** preferred his conscience to his in u rests." James, i. 48-1.. These 
passages prove that tliose writers are incorrect^ w}io represent 
him all along as a catiiulic. — Besides lord CliflTord, lord Belasyse, 
Sir Thomas Strickland^ and several others in eoiinent staiious^ re- 
figoed. Mairell^ i. iSS, 
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Ittctantly submitted, and the armament proceeded €Hap. 
to the Butch coast ; but no landing was effected, j^^j 
Rupert, having alarmed the iahabitants ou several 



points, ixom the mouth of the Maese to that of ''^'^^ 
the Ems» ordered the military force to return to 
Yarmouth, where it remaindl encamped during Aug. 9. 

the rest of the session. Schomberg, attributing 
both the violence of the prince with respect to 
the flag, and his refusal to land the army in Hol- 
land, to personal dislike, emt him a cballengei 
imt Charles interfered to prevent the meeting, aud 
the general quitted the English service *. 

A congress had been held at Cologne, under the Congress 
mediation of the Jdng of Sweden. But the States to^^ 
had now a brighter prospect before them, and 
scornfully refused conditions wliich tliey would 
have gladly accepted in the preceding summer. 
The assassination of the two De Witts by the 
populace had destroyed the influence of the Lou- 
vestein party ; the Orange interest obtained the 
predominance in every province ; and the young 
prince already displayed that decision ci mind, 
that inflexibility of purpose, which marked his Aug so. 
character through life. The other powers of 
Europe did not remain indifferent spectators of 
the contest. Leopold of Austria, and Charles of 



* Buckingham, (Sheffield) ii. 25 — 9. See also a letter from the 
king to Hupert, in which he calla the raising of die flag a casual 
and inoffensiTe error, lamenta the mortificalbn of Schomberg, 
and if not willing thkt the quarrel should be carried any i^r- 
" ther." Lansdowne> M98. p. 158. 
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CHAP. Spain, oiiered their assistance; and a defeoiife 
allianee bound them to unite their arms against 

^ the enemies of the republic*. This was not the 

least singular of the revolutions which the seven- 
teenth century exhibited. The remembrance of 
past injuries was suppressed ; the objections of 
religion were silenced ; and the emperor and king 
of Spain, the representatives of that family from 
whose iron yoke the united provinces liad been 
lately freed, now hastened to their support in 
opposition to England and France^ ^e two 
powers which had originally watched and pro* 
tected the cradle of Dutch independence. 

iid ^'US. States not only obtained foreign aid ; 

ihey indulged a w^-founded hope of separating 

of^parlte. Charles from his alliance with France, and with 
that view Jvept up a close correspondence with the 
discontented party in England. If the religious 



5 DumonL, vii. 240, 243. Soon afterwards Louis, to keep 
Charles firm to his eagagemeuts, granted liini a very singular 
ftrour. ^ By the death of the last duke of Richmond, AubigTii, in 
theimnrinee of Berry^ which had been granted to one of his an- 
OMtotf, merted to the FmaOk crown. On the 29th of July, 
leT^LouuedeQuerouaiUebonaaoBtoChvlee; the next year 
he created her duchega of PortBOiouth: and Louk^ at the desin 
of the king, conferred on her the domain of Aubignl, to he enjoyed 
by her during her life, and at her death to go to any one of the 
natural sons of Charles, whom that monarch might please to 
name, and to the male descendants of that son, «tO the end that 
«» the land of Aubigni might continue in possession of the illuft. 

trious house of Stuart." Charles of course named his son by 
QOMPOUaille, and created him duke of Richmon4, Aug. 19, mjs 
See the Letters Patent of Louis XIV., note (D). 
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aatifathies of tbe people had been excited hy' the c h ap/ 

conversion of James to the catholic faith, they 1^7^ 
were now blown into a flame by the intelligence " ' 
that he had recently married by proxy the sister Sep. 30. 
to the reigning duke pf Modena» Maria d*Bste, a* 
catholic prinoesfl of the age of fifteen^ The 
danger to the protestant religion from this in- 
auspicious union became the subject of every dis- 
course ; and Charles, that the popular excitation 
might have time to subside, and the real intention 
of the States be satisfactorily ascertained, resolved 
to postpone the meeting of parliament to the ter- 
mination of the Christmas holidays. From this 
counsel he was seduced by tiie artful and trea* 
dberous suggestion of the chancellor, who had 
secretly been reconciled, and liad made the pro- 
mise of his services, to the country party. On the 
appointed day, the S8th of October, tlie twoOct.iio. 
houses assembled: but Shaftesbmy, in defiance 
of the order which he had received, neglected to 
adjourn them till the commons had voted an 
address to the king, praying that he would not 
permit the marriage between the dnke and the 
" princess of Modena to be consummated." They 
met again on the 27th, and were informed that Oct. 27. 
his majesty could not in honour break a contract 
of marriage which had been solemnly executed. 
But his opponents in the lower house were not to 

< James^ i. 484. He had firit solicited the hand of the arch- . 
ducheM of Inspmck, but tbatfiriiicess preferred the emperor Leo- 
pold. See the negotiation in Hiscel. Aul* S5— 107. 
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chap: be deterred: their plan of operatioiiB had been 

1 673. previously arranged, and they proceeded to resolve, 
. that a second petition, of the same iiii})oi t with 

the first, should be presented ; that no supply 
should be granted, unless the obstinfu^ of the 
Dutch made it necessary, till the country was 
secured from the danger of popery and popish 
counsellors, and the existing grievances were re- 
dressed ; that a test should be imposed to dis* 
tinf^ish between protestant and papist, and 
render the latter incapable, not only of office, but 
of sitting in either house of parliament ; that the 
Standing army was a grievance which ought to be 
redressed ; and that (as had been done by the long 
parliament in the time of Charles I.) the king should 
be petitioned to appoint a day of general fasting, 
that God might avert the dangers with which the 
nation was threatened. These votes created 
Nor.4. alarm in the court ; and Charles, hastening to Hbe 

house of lords, prorogued the parliament''. 
Disgrace By this decisive measure, the hopes of the op- 
tLbu^. position were disappointed, and Shaftesbury 
became the victim t>f his own policy. Calculating 
on the easy, irresolute disposition of the king, he 
had anticipated victory instead of defeat, and pro- 
bably expected to retain his high office, while his 
colleagues should be excluded from the royal 
counsels. Charles, having granted him a full 



' Com. Journals, Oct. SO, 97, 80, 81. Noir. 8, 4. James, L 
4S5. Burnet, iL 81. 
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pardon for all offences against the crown, de- 
luanded the great seal, which he gave to sir igrs. 
Heneage Finch, with the office of lord keeper * ; " 
and the disgraced minister^ hitherto the adviser ^* 
of the most arbitrary measures, openly proclaimed 
himself the adversary of the court, the warm 
champion of the liberties of the people. He 
walked daily in the Exchange, aoeomJMaiied by 
some of the young nobiIity» entered into familiar 
conversation with the merchants, and feelingly 
deplored to them the miseries of the nation, the 
depression of trade, and the danger which threat^ 
ened religion. In the estimation of his new asso- 
ciates, his political conversion had obliterated 
the guilt of his former transgressions ; he was 
applauded as a persecuted patriot, a martyr to the 
liberties of his country ; and, doubtM aa it was 
whether he believed or not in revelation, theolo- 
gians were found to describe him from the pulpit 
as the saviour of religion, and to foretel that his 
fiune, like that of the woman mentioned in the 
gospel, should live throughout future generations. 



^ The reader will reooUect, that in 16I4 it was resolved, that 
for the future no attomey-genmd should sit in the house of com- 
mone, because by his office he is an assistant of the house of lords. 

In consequence, in the years 1620, 1625, 1640, when members of 
the house of commons were appointed to the office, new writs 
were issued by the speaker. On the elevation of Finch to the 
ch;iiic<jry, North succeeded as attut iiey-^eneral, but did not, as 
others before hlm^ vacate his seat. Though some mciiibers com- 
plained, he was permitted to remain in the house. All his succes- 
scrs hare continued to sit without molestation. 
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CHAP. He fiuled^ however, in his attempt to procure ad' 

IV. 
1673. 



addross to the king from the common council. 



Charles had many friends in the capital ; and the 
leading citizens, on the signification of the royal 
disapprobation, refused their concurrence \ 
Marriage The votes of the house of commons had spread 
y^^jjj'* °^consterualion among the courtiers, and Arlington 
conjured the king either to prevent the departure 
of the Italian princess from Paris, or to insist that 
James after his marriage should withdraw from 
public notice, and lead the life of a country gen- 
tleman. But Charles replied, that the first was 
incompatible with his honour, and the second 
would be an indignity to his brother. The 
duchess left Paris, James with a small retinue met 
Nor. SI. her at Dover, and Crew, bishop of Oxford, de- 
clared the marriage lawful and valid Here, 
however, the earl of Berkshire, a catholic, pro- 
bably at the request of the king, advised the duke 
to solicit permission, that he miglit retire to 
Audiey-end, both for his own quiet, and the royal 
convenience. James indignantly refused : his in- 
terest, he said, required that he should be present 
to oppose his enemies ; his duty forbad him to 
desert his brother without the royal command. 



5 JaniP3, !. 488. P-irker, 7, 271. Macp. Pap. i. 69. 

Jamesj i. 486. Timple, ii. 2ss. The ceremony was merely 
the followiner : — ''Th* bis}in[) asked the duchess and the earl of 
'« P«terborow, whether the saiii lail had married the duchess of 
" York as proxy of the duke, which they both affirming, the 
ft bishop then declared it was a lawful marriage.*' Ibid. 
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From Dover he returned to the palace of .Si. chap. 

IV 

James's, where the duchess, by her youth, and i^^^ 
beauty, and innocence^ disarmed the malevolenoe ' " ■ 

of party, and became a general favourite with the 
court. Charles, however, partook of the common 
alann. He refused hertheuse of a public chapd, 
which had previously been stipulated ; he oxdered 
the officers of the household to prevent all catho- 
lics, or reputed catholics, from entering the palace, 
or coming into the royal presence ; he forbad, by Dec lo. 
an order of council, any popish recusant to wislk 
in the park, or visit at St. James's, and he in« 
structed the judges to enforce with rigour the exe^ 
cution of the penal laws against the catholics 

By these regulations the king hoped to satnfy Twelfth 
the more moderate of his opponents. When the pariia^ 
houseti met after the prorogation, he addressed 
them with that air of candour, aiiability, and 
cheerfulness, which was so natural to him ; and 
was folkiwed by the lofd keeper in a long and elo- 
quent speech, describing the object of the nieasiu*es 
lately adopted, imputing to the btates insincerity 
in the negotiation, extolling the king^s attachment 



n Jai^es, i. 487. Kemwt, 296. L. Jotini. £95. James^ i. 
4S9. Burnet, ik 80, 87. TbeKorden were executed with such 
Msventf, tbat within the oonrse of two months seven catholic 
peers were compdled to appeal to the house of lords for proteo- 
tectuHi: namely, the marquess of Winchester for himself and his 
serrant ; the earl of Norwich for himadf and his two sons ; and 
the earl of Cardigan, the viscount Montague, and the lords Pctre, 
Arundel, and fielasyse, for themselves. L. Joum. zii. 613, 21, 
88, 86, 48. 



HISTOBY OF ENGLAND. 



CHAP, to the doctrines and worship of the estahlished 
i^'^ churcli, and demanding a supply, as equaOy ne- 
■ ' ' cessaiy for the attainment of peace, and the pro-* 

secution of the war. liut neither the affability of 
the prince, nor the eloquence of the minister could 
make ai^ impression on the leaders of the party, 
who w&ie now supposed to act under the guidance 
of Shaftesbury. 1®. It was tod late to resmhe the 
question of the duke's marriage ; they, therefore, 
began with the presentation of three addresses* 
Jan. i«. prayii^ the king to enjoin a public fast, that the 
whole nation might implore the protection of the 
Almighty for the preservation " of church and 
« state against the undermining practices of popish 
xecoflants " ; to command all papists not hoose- 
hoMers to rmove-to the distance of tenmilea 
from the capital during' the session of parliament ; 
to order that the names of all popish householders 
within the distance of five miles should be en- 
roiled at the sessions, and to direct the militia of 
London, Westminster, and Middlesex to be ready 
at an hour's notice, and the milit ia of the country 
at a day's notice, to suppress any tumultuous 
tnaetings of papists or other discontented persons. 
It cannot be pretended that there existed any real 
grounds for tliese precautions and insinuations ; 
but the experience of the civil war had shown 
how efficacious such addresses were in exciting 
vague and alarming jealousies in the minds of the 
people, and in directing their attention to the 
parliament as the faithful guardian of religion 



Digitized by Google 



CHAELES II. 387 

and liberty; and aimiiar proeeedincs wete at chap. 

IV. 
1674. 



pveBent adopted in furtherance of the projects of 



the party whose great aim was believed to be the 
exclusion of the duke of York from the throne. 
To each address Charles returned a gracious and 
satisfactory answer 

They proceeded next to vote tiie removal Removal 
from office of all counsellors " popishly affected, 2^"*^ 
** or otherwise obnoxious or dangerous",. Who^ 
it was asked* advised the alliance with France and 
the rupture with Holland, t^e declaration of in- 
dulgence, and the suspension of payment to the 
public creditor, the levy of an army without the 
advice of parliament, and the placing of a fo- 
reigner at the head of that army, the marriage of 
the duke of York, and the prorogation of last 
November ? Let inquiry be made ; let a mark 
be placed on the authors of such evil counsels ; 
let them be inci^Micitated from repeating their 
pernicious advice, and from inflicting new injuries 
on the nation 

It was a maxim with the court, introduced by 
Clarendon and followed by his sueoessors, to 
leave the parliament, in show least, to the 
unbiassed exercise of its own judgment. Though 
every species of influence and corruption was 



L. Jottin. m» 594, 8. C. Joum. Jan. 7, Id. On the 1st of 
August, 1673, the duke of York told the I^odi moy that he 
was afi«id of being excluded from the succession. Baliymple, IL 
App. 98. 
•> C. Joiun. Jan. IS, 13, 14. 
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HAP. €iapkf^ to aeeare vote8» the appearance of a 
1^4. ecmrC party wan carefolly avdded. The moat 
M l.. - devdted adherenta of the mini&tem received di- 
rections to conceal their real sentiments, to seek 
popularity, to speak and vote frequently with the 
opposition^ to join in the cry against popery» and 
in ihe most violent* meaaiiree against Ha profes- 
iBOKt, that on move important occasions their opi- 
nions might appear disinterested, and conse- 
quently have greater weight with their ooUei^iiiea. , 
ilenee it generally happened that the motions 
Whicli the court wished to carry came first from 
the ranks of the opposition ; and that the resist* 
ance to the measures of the country party was 
feeble» flnctuatiagy and cautioiis. The question 
was never met ftlrly and na^ully; but the 
debate was protracted, difficulties were raised, 
amendments were suggested, and as a last re* 
iMRurce^ flome unintelligible and irrecondleable 
quarrel about privilege was provoked between 
the two houses. 

On the present occasion the court pursued its 
usual policy. The friends o( the ministers did 
net deny that evil counsels might have been 
given, but contended that no man could justly 
be puni^ied before he had been put on his de- 
fence. They admitted that grievances existed, 
but represented' Utie grant of a Supply as not less 
necessary to the welfare of the nation than 
the redress of grievances. W'hy might not the 
two subjects accompany each other» and one day 



CHARLES II. 

be derated to the oonsideration of grievances, the chap. 
neact to the considerattou of the supply ? Why i^'^ 

should not the clamours against evil counsellors ■ 
be reduced to specific charges, and the accused be 
litted to justify themselves " ? 



S^ But their oj^nents adhered 8teadil7 to their BmseecU 
own plan, and proceeded to consider, in the first agalnat 

place, the case of the duke of Lauderdale. It was 

dole* 

alleged against him, that as chief of the adminis- 
tratioh in Scotland, he had raised an armjr for 
the purpose of employing it to establish arbitrary 
power in l*2iigUuid, and that at the council in 
England, wlien a magistrate was charged before 
it with disobedience to the royal declaration, he 
had said, your majesty's edicts are equal with 
" the laws, and ought to be observed in the 
** first place". It was " resolved that an address - 
** should be presented to the king to remove • 
** Lauderdale from all his employments, and from 
the royal presence and councils for ever 
Buckingham, aware that he was destined to Againat 
be the next victim, solicited and obtained per- hal?"**^' 
mission to addzess the house. His first speedi «^an. 13. 
was confused and unsatisfactory; nor did his"^**)*!** 
second, on the following day, supply the defi- 
ciencies of the former. He represented himself 
as a man, who had spent a princely fortune in 
the service of his country; and reminded his 



Pari, iiist. iv. 620. 
■5 C. Joiiri). Jail. 13. Pari. Hist. iv. 635 -30. 

VOL. Xll. U 
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CHAP, hearers of tb^ patriotism with whidii he had once 
braved the resentmeot oC the court. He offered 
nothing in defence of the conduct oC the miiDBtiy ; 

but soucrht by evasion and falsehood to shift the 
responsibility from himself. Some of their mea- 
sures he pretended that he had opposed, in ,oon- 
junction with the earl of Shaftesbury ; some he 
imputed to lord CHffoid, who was no longer alive 
to rebut the charge ; some he openly attributed 
tp his.kuown enemy, the earl of Arlington ; and 
of others be darkly insinualed. tbat tbe blanae laj, 
with the royal brothm, by the oiigmatical re- 
mark, that a man might hunt the hare with a 
pack of beagles, but not with a brace, of lobs^rs* 
IjUs subpiissiQn obtained for hj^ spme indu)geaoe 
from the house. It was yoted, ind^, that,; like. 
Lauderdale, he should be removed from the ro3ral i 
presence and councils ; but with respect to office, 
OQly from those employinents which he held dur-i. 
ing pleasttie; wosd» that left him at lil^erty to, 
dispose by sale of such as he held by patent ^^ 
To the address against him, as well as that against 



*• C. JoMra. Jan. 18^ 14. Fad. Hitt Ir. MN-4a. nunw^li. 
S8. Rereaby^M. At the laine time the house of lorda wae 
employed hi an mquiry aris&ig out of the complaint of the trustees 
of the young earl of Shrewihury^ a^afaist the duke of BucUng- 

ham and the countess dowager of Shrewabury ; and an award 
was made that " the duke should not converse or cohabit with . 
"the countess for the fntnrc, and that each should enter into 
" security to the king's m^esty in the sum of ten thousand' 
" pounds a-piece for that purpose". L. Jounu zii. 6S8. > 
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Lauderdale, Charles briefly replied, that he would OBtAP. 
take it into consideration. i^xi. 



Against Arlington was exhibited an impeach- 



xdeiit of treasoiiy and other crimes of high xnisde- 



raeanor. In a great number of articles, arranged Ax)k>gtm^ 

under the three heads of promoting popery, em-^*"*^** 
bezzling and wasting the royal treasure, and be- 
traying the trust reposed in him as privy counsel- 
lor. Of these artides three parts in four had 
evidently no other foundation than suspicion and 
rt'port, and the ease with which they were re- 
lilted ^rved to throw ridicule on the whole 
diarge. Arlii^ton addressed the house wiik 
moNf firmness l^an had been expected. To the 
assertions of Buckingham he <,^ave the must 
pointed contradiction; and represented the injus-* 
tics of imputing to one counsellor the hkam or 
merit of measuses which had been adopted !»' 
consequence of the judgment and advice of the 
whole board. Arlington had secret friends among 
those who appeared openly as ius enemies : they 
acknowledged that there was much force in liis 
arguments ; and the motion to inflict cm him the 
same punishment as on Lauderdale was rejected 
by a majority of forty voices. All that his ene- Jan. 20. 
mies could obtain* after a debate of five days, 
was the appointment of a committee to inquhre,l^eb. 7. 
what part of the articles could be so far esta- 
blished as to furnish ground for impeachment ; 
and this committee, whether it was through the 
difficulty of procuring satisfactory proof, or the 

17 1 
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C HAP. intrigU6B of the leaders in favour of the accused/ 
mi., never presented any report 



— By the lords the conduct of Buckingham and 
^^^J^^ Arlington, who had condescended to plead their 
ofkrdi. own cause before the house of commons, was 
considered derogatory from the dignity of the 
Jan. 20. pe<:Tage ; and a standing order was made, that no " 
peer should answer any accusation before the 
commons in person, or by counsel, or by letter, 
under the penalty of being committed to the cus> 
tody of the blade rod, or to the Tower, durii^ - 
Jan. 13. the pleasure of the house. In obedience to ano- 
ther order all the peers in attendance, whether 
protestants or catholics, took the oath of alle- 
giance, which had been framed in the third year ' 
of Jaiues I., as a renunciation of tlie temporal 
claims ascribed to tlie pope, and of the anti-social 
doctrines imputed to the catholics. The duke of 
York hesitated at first. It had never been pro* 
posed to princes standing in the same relation 
with himself to the throne, and he was unwilling 
to establish a precedent to bind those wiio might 
succeed him. But, some of the lords making a 
distinction between heir-presumptive and heir- 
Jan^ 14. apparent, he waived the objection, and took the 
oath in the same manner as all the other members 
of the house 



» C. Jmun. Jan. 1«, SO, 91. Feb. 18. ParL Hist. ir. 649—^7. 
Burnet, ii. 38. 
>• Lonti' Joiinu ziL e06, S, IS. Macph. Pap. i. 71. 
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In the meanwhile the commous betrayed no CHAP. 

IV 

disposition to grant a supply, and Charles, weary 1^74, 



of the war, sought some expedient to disengage 

himself without disgrace from his connezion with 0/ p^J^ce^^ 
Prance. The allied sovereigns no longer retained fr^JJ^*'** 
that i)roud superiority which they liad won in the 
first year of hostilities. By sea the English had 
gained no considerable advantage : by land the 
tide of success had turned in favour of the States. 
Spain and Austria had come forward to their aid: 
MontecuculU, the imperial general, had deceived 
the vigilance of Turenne, and laid siege to Bonn ; 
the prince of Orange, having reduced Naerden, 
by a bold and skilful march joined Montecuculli : 
Bonn surrendered ; and the army, which main- 
tained the French conquests in the united pro- 
vinces, cut off from all communication with the 
mother country, was compelled to make a preci- 
pitate retreat on the ancient frontiers of France. 
At this moment, the States made to Charles, Jan. 84. 
through the Spanish ambassador, Del Fresno, an 
offer of acceding to the terms which they' had 
refused at the conc-'ress of Colcunic This un- 
expected step was difierentiy interpreted by their 
friends and foes ; the truth is, that the concession 
was the price at which the States had purchased 
the aid of Spain. The queen-regent refused to 
engage in a war with England ; and her ambas- 
sador, when he signed the public treaty of alii- 



*' L. Joiiro. 0-16* 
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CHAP. anoe» reoeited from the States a eeeiet pewer of 

1671. negociating with the English kiBg oh the follow- 
ing basis ; tliat the con quests on each side should 



1673. ^ restored ; that the honour of the flag should 
' be yielded to Charles ; and that a sum of momy, 
not exeeeding 8(^,000 croumS) should be paid to 
him as an indemnification for the expenses of the 
war ^. Whether Louis had ohtained informatioQ 
of the secret, is uncertain. During the autumn 
he refused the king an advance of money ; now 
he offered, through his ambassador Ruvigni, a 
large sum towards tlie equipment of the fleet. 
But Charles had commuukated the proposal of 
the States to both houses of parliaaaenty and had 
been advised by them to commenee the negotia- 
tion. He replied to Ruvigni, that he had gone 
too far to recede ; that necessity prevented him 
firom supporting France any longer as her nSly, 
but that he still hoped to be of service to bis good 
brother as mediator between him and his o])po- 
nents. Sir William Temple was appointed to 
negociate with Del Fresno ; in three dtijB, the 
articles were satisfiEustorily adjusted ; and Charlee 
announced to his parliament, that he had con> 
Feb. u. eluded " a speedy, honourable, and, he trusted, a 

" lasting ])eaee^\" 
^ Dumoutj vii. 212. 

•> L. Joura. 925, 8, 32. Dalrymple, ii. 96. Temple, ii. 247—* 
60. It appears that now the committee tan foreign affliirs, or the 
cabfaiet cottnd],c<nuisted of Fhich, lord keq»er,Tiscoimt lAtjmet, 
lord treamrer, and the earl of Arlingtoo, and tfr Henry Coventry, 
eecretariea of state. Tempk, ibi4* 
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By ihi» lieal^ the king obtained the sulMsUinoe chap. 
.«f his dmands in the summed <si 167% with the 1574. 

exception of au acknowledgment for the permig- ■ ' 
sion to fish in the British seas, the mention of ^'^**y* 
which was carefiiUy avoided hy both powers. 
TheStrtM ooasented that their shipe and fleetk 
flhoold leweir their flags and topsails to ev^ry 
British man of war, on any \niYi of the sea from 
Cape Finisterre to Van Staten in Norway, as a 
natter of nghty and not merely of compliment ; 
that the English settlers in Surinam should 
freely permitted to leave that colony in English 
ships ; that all subjects of dispute between the 
£aat4ndia companies of the two nations should 
he.ie&rred to the decision of arbitrators to ait in 
Itondnn ; that niiat^ver questions might not be 
determined by them in the space of three months 
should be referred to the decision of the queen« 
regent of 8paiu; and that the States should pay 
to. the king of Great Britain die snm of eight 
hundred thousand crowns by four yearly instal* 
ments. Charles had formerly demanded for the 
pi!inoe of Qraiige the d%nity of stadtholder, 
admiral, and c^tain general, botJi to him and his 
posterity for ever : but the States prevented the 
agitation of the question by conferring those 
othces on him and his heirs a few days previoualy 
to the opening of the. n^tiation 

_ . T 

m 

» Dumont, vii. 253. There was added a secret article, th^ 
neither power should assist the enemies of the other ; but this was 
exi»laiiifld to nwaD, not that Charles should rocal the English 
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CHAP. The reader is akeady aware, that ever since the 
1674. Clarendon, the vident .opponents of that 

■ noblman feared the resentment of the duke of 

aj!!f^^ York, and considered their own safety to be inti- 
the^uke naatciy connected with his exclusion from the 
* throne. The diike*s subsequent adoption of the 
catholic creed had furnished them with an advan* 
tcige of which they were not slow to avail them- 
selves. They appealed to the religious passions 
of the people ; they magnified the danger which 
threatened the established church ; and they 
called for the establishment of securities, which, 
though they equally affected the whole body of 
catholics, were in the intention of the framm 
chiefly directed against, the duke's right to the 
succession. Their first step towards his exdndon 
was the enactment of the test, which not only 
stripped him of the extensive influence attached 
to his office of lord high admkal, but held him 
out to the people as unfit to be trusted with em- 
ployment under government, and consequently 
still more unfit to fill the most exalted magistracy 
, in the state. Their next attempt was to expel 
him from the house of lords, and from the coun- 
cils and the presence of his brother ; and for this 
purpose they had devifised a mort coniprehensive 



troops serving in the French army, but that he .sJiould nut suffer 
them to be kept up to their full complement by recruits. Temple^ 
ILSSO. 



CHARLES II. - 

tegt^; and moved in tlie last session^ that who- CRAP. 

V TV 

ever refused to take it should be disabled from j^^ j., 

sitting ill parliament, and prohibited from ap 

preaching within five miles of the court. This 
bill had been arrested in its progress by the pro* 
rogation : it was now introduced a second time 
under more favourable auspices. Yet so nu- 
merous were the questions urged on the attention 
of the bouse, so long and tedious the debates, that 
its patrons were unable to cany it fiurther than 
the second reading before the prorogation of par- Feb. 24. 
liament. At the same time, in the house of lords, 
a different plan of securities had beea devised and 
adopted : to disarm all catholics ; to prevent the 
princes of the blood from marrying any but pro- 
testants, and to piovide that all the younger 
branches of the royal family, the eldest sons of 
catholic peers, and all the children of other catho- 
lics, if the &ther were dead, should be brought 
up protestants. The earl of Carlisle moved, that 
to a prince of the blood, the penalty for marrying 



•J The notion of a more comprehensive test originated from the 
small number of resignatimu, whldiliad followed the enactment 
- of the last It had disappofaited the cxpectatkns of its mote 
ardent adTocates. (Marvdlj L i£S.) Inatead of Inferring, which 
waa the truth, that they hadovmated the real number of catho- 
lics in office, Aey included iit the new test a denial of more of Uie ■ , 
catholic doctrines; as if the men, if any such there were, who had 
not hesitated to abjure a part of their creed for the preservation 
of their places, would not as readily, through the same motive, 
abjure the remainder. 
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CHAP, a caibolk ahould be tto fojpfeitare of hk n^^to 
j^^l^ the sucoeflsion. He wa» wmxdf uqpported bgr 
. . Halifax and Shafteebny* and m wurmly appoM 

by the lord keeper, and the earl of Peterborough : 
tlie biaho|p of Windiester, with sevexaL of the 
•pKdktaBi came to the aid e€ the klter, mauitaaii- 
mg that msh a penalty was hioomistciit with the 
principles of Christianity, and tlie doctrine of the 
church of England; and after a long and an^ 
mated debate^ the ameodmeBt was rqectsd by k 
triumphant majority ^« 
Fhii«ctf The duke of York had now but a cheerless 
^giac^ prospect before him. He was fully aware of the 
objept of his enemieSy of the talents and influence of 
aome^ and of the reddess unprincipled duusaetep 
of other84 He saw that his power and popularity 
were gone ; the wavering dispositiou of his bro- 
.ther forbad him to place his reliance on the 
aiil^rt of the throne; and the vietoiyf which he 
had recently obtained in the house of eonniHNia^ 
was so trifling, that it could not impart confidence, 
though it might exclude despair. The first eipe^ 
dient, which suggested itself to his mind, was a 
dissolution of parliament : but the result of ano» 
ther election was nncertain; and Charles had 
always betrayed an insuperable dislike to the 
experiment. He would* he 8aid» try the tempear 
of the house d eonunons once mm. If they 



*« L. Joum. xii. 618, 626, 647, 9. C. Joam. Jan. 31« ; Fdb.* S, 
80. Jamea^ i. 489. Macph. 71, 9, 6, 9, 
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wki if tlief r^imed; he wuold Hhen daiBolye them. ^^^^ 

The duke next resolved to retard, as imuh as was 
in lu8 power, the meeting of parliament, the only 
opportunity which hid enemies would haVe of 
aoeompliehing their purpose But for fhis Ifc 
was necessary to supply his brother with money ; 
and money could he procured only from the king 
of France. Fortunately, however* for lus object* 
the' views of Louis* in respect to the mMsDg of 
parliament, eoindded with his own. 

That i)riiice, though deserted by his ally, still Proro|a- 
proved a match for his eneinies. If he lost Grave, 
lie had gained semal battles ; and the relin<|uiah«- ^'^^ 
ment of his conquests in the Netheiiaads had 
been more than balanced by the acquisition of the 
important province of Franche-comte. Yet he 
had reason to dread the accession of £ngland to 
the coufSederacy Against him* and willingly listisned 
to the duke of York who su^ested that he should 
purchase tlie neutrality, by relieving the wants of 
his English brother. The sum demanded was Aug. 
400,000^. ; but Louis pleaded the immense dbarges 
of the war* and the exhaustion of his treasury ; 
Charles descended to lJUO.OOO i)istoles; 500,000 
crowns were at length oiiered and accepted * and Aug. 23. 
Ae parliament was prorogued by lurodamatioa NaT. 10. 
from the 10th of November* to the 18th of ApriL 
All parties professed themselves satisfied. Charles 



* 

« See Coleman's Letter in Jfouinalli of the Com. tz. d85. 
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obtained a temporary relief from bis peeimiary 

i(i74. embarrassments ; Louis was freed from tbe appre- 
hension of a war with Ene:land during the ap- 
proaching year ; and James had gained an addi- 
tional delay of five months to watch tbe secret 
intrigues, and prepare against tbe intended, attack 
of liis opponents 
Duke of But whom» it may be asked, did those oppo- 
nents mean to substitute in bis place as presump- 
tire beir to tbe crown ? Hitberto tbey bad fixed 
tbeir eyes on tbe young duke of Monmoutb ; nor 
was it unreasonable for them to hope that the 
king's partiality for his son would serve to recon- 
cile bim to tbe exclusion of bis brother. Neither 
did Monmoutb himself appear indifferent to the 
splendid prize wLich solicited his pursuit, or prove 
inattentive to the suggestions of those who flat- 
tered and irritated bis ambition. By tbeir advice, 
be begged of Charles tbe appointment of com- 
mander-in-chief, which had been abolished, at the 
death of Monk, as an office dangerous to be placed 
in tbe hands of a subject, at a time wben revolu- 



^ BaLTinple^ ii. App. 98, 9. Dalrymple observes that the 
fomiatioii in the letters of Ruvigni talUes wdl with theb^ginniug 
of Coleman's cofreipcMidenGe. It does more. It shows the busy^ 
intrigning disporition of Coleman, which was so well known to 
the duke, that he was not trusted hj him. Cotonan sought to 
procmre money from Louis through Ferrier and Pomponne, at the 
very time when this bargain was concluded with Ruvigni ; and so 
ignorant was he of its existence, that he afterwards attributes the 
])rorogation to the ndvicc given by himself and his fF^*iidg- Cole- 
man's Letter^. Com. Journ. ix. £2$. 
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tionary principles were still cherished in the 
country. James was alarmed : he remonstrated 
against the measure ; but the affection of the king 
refused to listen to bis arguments, and the patent 
was oigrossed, and received the royal signature. 
The duke of York, however, had Jiis suspicions. 
He took it up from the table ; his jealous eye im-. 
mediatdy discovered several erasures ; and these» 
on examination, proved to be obliterations of the 
word " natural," wherever Monmouth was de- 
scribed as the son of the king. Charles felt in- 
dignant at the ^aud which had been practised 
upon hint : he tore the paper into fragments ; but 
his anger quickly subsided ; the offence was for- 
given, and Monmouth obtained a second patent, 
drawn, however, in proper form, and with the 
admission of the obnoxious epithet. Still his ad- 
visers were not satisfied. They instructed him to' 
ask also for the command of the Scottish army, 
the levy of which they attributed to views hostile 
to tiie liberties of England. The king, with his 
usual facility, granted the request; but when 
Monmouth insisted that this commission should 
be drawn for life, and without mention of his 
illegitimacy, be was disappointed in both points 
by the vigilance and firmness pf Lauderdale''. 



James, L 496, 7. The next year the duke of York was more 
successful. Russellj colonel ol the foot guards, solicited leave to 
sen bis commission, and the king agreed to purchase it for the 
eari of Mulgrave, who waB afterwards duke of - Buckingham* 
But Mulgrare had seduced the mistress of Momnoutbj who, in 
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c RAP. A meoM^ and in many meBpects « num foimid- 

1674. a^l® rival, was William, prince of Orange, the 
next in succession to the crown after the duke of 



^^es Yrak and hk childfen. Wii^ vraaprotestant; 



exalted him in the eyes of all who dreaded the 
ambitious designs of the French raonarch ; and 
ainae of the popular leaders in England had not 
h^tated io pledge themselves to hi9 service and 
to advocate liis interests, even at a time When he 
was at war with their sovereign. The correspond- 
ence between them passed through the hands of 
Da MolilinSt who, on suspicion of treadiery, had 
ieen dismissed from the office of lord Arlington* 
and had obtained in Holland the appointment of 
private secretary to the prince. His agents iii 
England were Frymans, a Dutchman, and Wil- 
liam Howiardy the member for WinChelsea^ and 
afterwards lord Howard of Escriek. The first 
was screened from detection by his obscurity ; but 
the discovery of certain important documents. 



revenge, extorted, by his importunity, from the king a promise of 
the regiment for himself (1675. Ap. 21-). Mulgrave spoke to the 
duke. He observed to him, that as tlie regiment of two tbousaitd 
four hundred men formed the strength of the army, the succession 
to the crown miglit one day depend on the fidelity of its comman- 
der. * JanMB instantly caught the aUurm. He qyplied to the king, 
to Honmouth, to tlw muoMUt, but in vain. At last he prerwled 
on RoMeU^ in consideration of a valuafale pretentj to tell the kii^ 
that he repented of his dengn: that it would break his heart to, 
leave the service of his sovereign. Thus Monmouth was dis- 
appointed. Buok. Memoirs, ii. 33—38. Alaoph. i. 84. 
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foraiahed to the fitates hy H^md, led to his OHap. 

incarceration in the Tower, where he purchased ig^l, 
his pardon by an ingenuous confession. The king — — 
then became acquainted^ far the first tune, with 
tiie plan arranged between the prince and hig Eng- 
lish adherents, guided, as it was believed, by 
Shaftesbury, during the last winter, — that the 
Butch fleet should suddenly appear at the mouth 
of the river ; that they should improTe the panie 
which it would occasion^ to raise the people ; and 
that the king should be compelled by clamour aud 
intimidation to separate from his alliance with 
France. Theioondusion of peace prevented the 
attempt ; but did not dissolve ^e ccmniezion. it 
was proposed, with the aid of money from Hol- 
land, to form a party in parliament, which should 
iaxce Charles to join with the States as an ally in 
the war ; and the prince was not only encouraged 
to hope for success by exaggerated statements of 
the national discontent, but advised to be in 
readiness to take advantage of any revolution 
which might follow ^. 

The Mng was aware of the correspondence^ but Of Shaf- 
not of the particulars : and his jealousy was aug- 
meuted by the ambiguous language of the in- 
structions found upon Carstairs» an agent from 
Hie prince for the levy of troops^ He resolved to 
watdi more narrowly tiie conduct of Shaftesbury, 



« I>*ATauz> i. 8. Buntel> iL Burnet, hovmrj OnatM be 
corrected by Temple, it SS6» a04( SST* 
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CHAP, who ali!6ad7 began to praetise those arts of «- 
1674. citiiig the passions of the people, which he after- 

■ ' wards employed to a greater extent, and with a 
more favourable result. He represented himself 
as having earned by bis zeal for protestantism 
the hatred of the papists : under pretence that his 
life was in danger from their maliee, he procured 
lodgings in the house of Cook, an anabajitist 
preacher, and announced to the citizens that he 
trusted for his safety to their vigilance and 
fidelity. But the king had no intention that the 
agitator should gain the ascendancy in the capital 
He inlbrmed 81iaftesbury that he was acquainted 
with his intrigues ; he ordered him to quit Lon- 
don and retire to his house in the bountry ; he 
dined in public with the lord mayor on the S9th 
of October, and accepted, in a gold box, tlit 
freedom of the city. On such occasions the king 
was irresistible. In defiance of the reports cir- 
culated against him, he won by his. affability, and 
cheerfulness the hearts of the citizens 
OfArling- During the summer Charles had leisure to de- 
dde on the fate of the three ministers^ who had 
drawn npon themselves the displeasure of the 
parliament. He considei'ed Lauderdale, as a ser- 
vant of the crown of Scotland, and resolved to 
retain him in all his offices in opposition to thi 

■ 

votes of the house of commons. Buckingham Ik 
dismissed without r^ret; and that noblemat 



*' Mac|ih. i. 78. Kennel^ 300. 
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iMBedfately joined Sfaaftedimiy, and proved bim- CfiLAFi 

self a valuable auxiliary in the ranks of his 1574. 
former enemies. Arlington, by the royal com- ' 
nmnd, aeeepted from sir Joseph WiUiainson the 
sum of 6,000/. for the secretaryship of slate, 
and was raised to a more honourable, though less 
influential, office, that of chamberlain of the 
household. He did not, however, di^ise to 
himself the real cause of his reaioval/ He had 
observed the rapid progress -which the new triea^ 
surer, lately created earl of Danby, had made in 
the royal favour ; he saw that, to support his own 
deeUning credit, it Wbb necessary to render some 
signal service to the king ; and with this view he 
proposed to him the negotiation of a marriage 
between William, prince of Orange, and Mary, 
eldest daughter &nd presnmptive heir to the duke 
of York. As the prince was m protestant, sudi 
marriage, lie argued, would tend to allay the 
religious apprehensions of the people ; and, as it 
would open to him a fair prospect <^ succeeding 
to the throne, it might reasoniibly be expected in 
return, that he should divorce himself from bis 
political connexion with the popular leaders, 
and second the king in his endeavours to me* 
diate a 'general peace. It was in vain that 
the dnke of Yoric objected : when be claimed 
the rights of a parent, he was told that his 
children were the property of the nation ; and 
when he urged the inddicaqr of making his 
daughter the wooer, it wns relied, that it would 

VOL. Xll. X 
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CHAP, be the care of the negotiator to lead the prince by 
i^l^ hints and suggestions to nake the first proposal. 

• Charles entered warmly into the project, and the 
earls of Arlington and Ossory proceeded with 
their families to the Hague, under the pretoice.of 
idsitiiig the relations of their wives, two sisters 
of the house of Beverwaert. But William had 
already taken his determination. For Arlington 
he had contracted an insuperable aversion, and 
when that minister complained to him in his 
nne1e*s name of his reluctance to accept the 
king's mediation, and of his intrigues against the 
royal authority, he replied, that peace must 
depend on the consent of those allies who had so 
generously rescued his country from the grasp of 
the invader, and that his honour forbade him to 
^ter into explanations which might compromise 
the safety of his Mends in England. To the 
earl of Ossory, whom the prince, on account of 
his naval reputation, treated witii more respect, 
had heen assigned the first mention of the in- 
traded maxriage ; but the moment he attempted 
to introduce the subject, William interrupted him 
by the laconic remark, that, in the existing cir- 
cuuistances, he was not in a condition to think of 
a wife. The fact was, that his English adherents 
were alarmed. They admonished him to be on 
his guard against the wiles and sophistry of 
Arlington, and conjured hiiu to reject the proposal 
of marriage as an artihce devised by his enemies, 
to : destroy his popularity, by perlniading the 
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people tliat he was joined in league with the Chap. 

IV. 
1674. 



king and the duke against their liberties and reli- 



gion. The advice was religiously obeyed ; and 1 
the eavoyB» having paid a short visit to their 
xelationsy retukmed to England. Here Arlington 
f»iind that the feilnre of hie mission did not con- 
tribute to raise him in the estimation of his sove- 
reign, and that Danby had improved the oppor- 
pamiy fumiabed by his absence^ to render himself 
the lord of the ascendant ^\ ' 

As the winter passed, tlie leaders of the two I'lansof 
great parties held numerous consultations, tOaitiom^ 
recruit their forces, and arrange their plans agniiist 
the approaching sieasion of parliament In the 

house of lords the adversaries of the minister 
could present a small but formidable minority 
under the duke of Buckingham, the earls of 
Shafteisbury and Salisbury, and the lord Wharton. 
In that of the commons they formed a numerous 
party under active and experienced leaders ; among 
whom were Garroway and Lee, veterans, who had 
long been listened to as orades in the house; 
Powleand Lyttleton, skilled in the science of forms 
and the application of precedents ; lord Caven- 
dish, distinguished by the versatility of his talents 

3^ James, i. 500— 2. Temple, ii. 9S7~295, 3M. Coleman's 
Lettei-j C. Journ. ix. 527. The orig-'m of the prince's aversion to 
Arlmgton arose from that mhiister's attempt?" in favour of the pro- 
ject to legitimate Monmouth. Macph. i. 74, 84. AVhen the offer 
of marriage was made, he knew that the duchess of York was in 
an advanced state of pregnancy, a circumstance which consider, 
abl/ lessened its value. 
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CHAP, and the elegance of his mimners; the votary 4t 
isTi. ^0 >Bame time of ambitkm and of pleasnxey anient 

» in his pursuits, and implacable in his resentments ; 

lord Russel, less brilliant and less eloquent than 
his friend, hut more regular in hia moralB, and 
respected by his colleagues; air William 
Coventry, whose experience easily- detected the 
arts and sophistry of the ministers, and whose 
apparent want of passion gave the semUanee of 
impartiality to hia opinions ; and Birch» who bad 
been a colonel in the revolutionary army, and 
was now the roughest, boldest speaker in the 
house ^^ To these should be added MereSf 
Sacheverell, Vaughan» and several othm, ready 
and zealous debaters on every question ; but the 
master spirit, who guided the motions of the 
whole body, was the earl of Shaftesbury, and to 
him was occasionally joined the earl of Arlington* 
who, through bis eagerness to bumble a succeasfiil 
rival, forgot his obligations to his sovereign, and 
readily lent his aid to oppose those counsels* in 
tiie origination of which he no longer partidpatcd. 
Among them* It was determined to insist on the 
recal of the English troops serving in the French 
army ; to advise an immediate union with the 
allies for the purpose of breaking the power of 



Sir £dwwrd Seymour once reilected on Birch's former occupa- 
tion, that of ft cotnmoik csnkr. It it true ", he replied^ " I was 
onee a earlier, and it ia weU tot the gentkman Uiat be wai 
DOtene too. For ifhe bad, he would nerer haire baen any tbinf 
''dse"*. Burnet, n. so. notct 
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LcmisXIV.; ta impeach the earl of Danby ; and chap. 
to refiifle all pecuniary aid as long as he should i^'^ 

retain the office of lord treasurer. Some of these — — 
were popular measures; all were calculated to 
embanrasB the coiirt» and might* by leading to a 
diange of administrotion, place Shaftesbury and 

Arlington ouce more at the head of the govern- 
ment 

Banby^ on the other hand, prepajied to meet his of the mi* 
opponents with a confident anticipation of victory. 

He had persuaded himself that their success in 
the former session was owing to the dexterity 
with which they employed the CTy of no po* 
pery'V and marshalled in their fiivonr the reli- 
gious fears and jealousies of the people. He 
obtained permission of tlie king to oppose them 
with their owa weapons, and this purpose, 
to employ the whole power of government in 
putting down every spedea of sectarianism and 
dissent, and to rally the cavaliers and the clergy 
round the throne, by identitying the cause of the ^^^^ 
churdi with that of the court A eouncil was j^a.^, 
held by appointment at Lambeth ; several of the 
bishops met the lord Jvc'e])er, tlie lord treasurer, 
Lauderdale, and the two secretaries of state ; the 
king^B anxiety for the support and prosperity of 
the establishment was explained ; the aid of the 
prelates and clergy was demanded ; and a plan of 



See Burnet, ti. 80— and Temple, ii. 309. Temple was 
employed by the king to ezpoitulate with Arlington. 
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c; HAP. comliiiied operation was arranged. In a few days 
mis. the first fruits of the consultation appeared. A 

' proclamation was publislied, embodying six orders 

whieh had recently been made in council, that all 
natives who had tekea orders in the church of 
Rome, should quit the realm in the space of six 
VTceks, under the penalty of death tliat every 
subject of the three kingdoms^ who presumed to 
attend at mass, either in the queen's chapel^ or in 
any chapel' belonging to the foreign ambassadmy 
should for that offence suffer a year's imprisonment 
and pay a fine of one hundred marks, of which a 
third part should be given as a reward to the in* 
former ; that all convictions of popish reeusanti» 
particularly among the more opulent dasses, 
should be brought to a conclusion witiiout delay, 
and certified into his majesty's exchequer ; tixat 
any papist, or reputed papist, who should dbre to 
enter the palaces of Whitehall, or of St James's, 
or any other place where the court might chance 
to. be, should, if a peer, be committed to the 
Tower, if under the rank of a peer, to one of the 
common gaols ; and, lastly, that, since all licenses 
for separate places of worship had been recalled, 
the laws fur the suppression of conventicles shoukl 
he rigorously enforced ^\ 



M In this and all rimilar proclamations^ Mr. John iiuddlestoti 
Was excepted on account of his eerrices to the king after the battle 
of Wcvoester. 

VITilkins, Con. iv. 595. KeiQiet^ 301. Bumet, SAS. 
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By the popular party* tiiin procUunatiooi was chap. 
ridiculed as a weak and unworthy artifice to blind ^^'^^ 

the eyes of the people. Among the catholics and 

non-conformists, it created considerable alarm, ^r^^^^f 
A deputation of miniatefs waited on the duke the duke 
of York, reminded him of his frequent dedara* 
tions in favour of liberty of conscience, and so- 
licited bis protection against the intolerant policy 
of the cabinet. But James had already remon- 
strated in rain. He had represented to the king, 
that such severity to the dissenters was dangerous, 
because it might goad that numerous and powerful 
body to resistance ; and with respect to catholics^ 
it was ungrateful^ on account of their former ser- 
vices to has father, and unnecessary, because, few 
as they were in number, and incapacitated by tests 
and disqualifications, they possessed not the power, 
even if they had the will, of ii^uring the esta* 
Uisfament. But Charles, assured of his brother's 
submission, cared little for his objections : he even 
prepared for him a more bitter mortification. In 
▼irtue of the royal mandate, the bishop of London 
conducted the princess Mary to diurch, and con- 
ferred on her the right of confirmation in defiance 
of the authority of her father**. 

At the appointed time, the session was opened Opening 
with a speech from the throne. The king as* ^ 
sured the two houses, that his great object iuApnlis. 



» James, i. 499. HOO, Maqtherson (i. 76, 81, 4.) postpones the 
confirmatien of the priiiceM to the foUowing year. 
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VHA?,CBiUiQg them together was to codw to B tight 
tm. understanding with hia parliament, and.lo iaaqme 
— — to the world the hollow and wicked degigns of 

those who souglit to drive him to a dissolution. 
But these men would &ad themselves disappointed. 
He was neither so weak nor ao irreaolute as to 
part with his firiends in order to oblige hia 
enemies. In the speech of the lord keeper, the 
chief novelty was an awkward attenjpt to justiiy 
the late intolerant proclamation. The goreni!- 
raent) he said* was plaoed in a moat delieale and 
difficult situation, between the church on one side, 
and the dissenters and catholics on the other. If 
the king snqpended the eiaeoliion of the pwal 
lam, he was tpM that he deaerted the eanae of the 
church : if he enforced them, he was reproached 
with the ciiarge of persecution. But it was better 
to have some rule than none ; otherwise umveraal 
toleration^ and endleas confusion, the neeeasav^ 
eonsequaioea of toleration, must ensue. The king 
had foUowed the rule laid down by the legislature ; 
and, if any man felt aggrieved by it» he was still at 
liberty to appeal to the wisdom and equity of pa9> 
lianaent, the beat judge of the real intereata of the 
nation ^. 

l^^^^^ Of the plan devised at Lambeth, that part 
house «f which regarded the suppression of popeiy was 
comoioiu. ^n^gied to the friends of the minister in the 

house of couimuns, where to such a proposal, no 
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oppcMdtfioii'ooiild be ei^pected^ Besoltttioiis were c bat. 

accordingly voted: committees were appointed, jg^i. 
and bills were introducetl. Still nothing was ■ ■ 
dmt. That zeal for orthodoxy, which hadior-'AprU ir. 
meriy fmimated the memben, seemed to be eictinct, ^P"^ 
and not one of the Inlls proceeded any farther 
than the second reading. The fact was, that the 
popular leaders ceased to urge the suppression of 
popesy, when their opponents conld daioL the 
chief merit of the meashre^'. Theur efforts were 
directed to the pursuit of their own objects. 1®. 
They obtained a renewal of the address to remove 
Lauderdale from office; but Charles was now April ss. 
furnished with a ready answer,— ^at the words 
laid to his charge, if spoken at all, were spoken 
before the last act of grace, and must therefore 
be covered by it ; and that the act of the Scottish 
parliament for the levy of the aimy necessarily 
arose out of a preceding act in 166S, when Lau- 
derdale was not the royal conamissioner'®. 2®. Lord April 26. 



V Com. Journ. Ap. 16, 17, 91. May S7. Marrell, 1 217, 237, 
940. ^ We were conflaent", 89jB Coleman, ^ that the mhuttera 
« having turned thefar faces, the pariiament woidd do to too, and 
** bUU he agauiBt them, and he as little for persecutioii then, as 

they were for popery before**. Com. Journ. ix. 527. 

» Burnet disgraced himself on this occasion. Out of ill humoor 
at the treatment which he had received from Lauderdale^ he re- 
vealed to his enemies the purport of a confidential conversation 
with that nobleman, and repeated it, thoufjh apparently with re- 
luctance, at the bar of the house of connnons. "The truth is," 
he says of hnnsclf, ** I had been above a year in perpetual ag^ita- 
** tion, and was not calm or cool enough to reflect on my conduct 

ai> i ought to have done By this treachery he loet the favour 
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CHAP. William Rassell called the attention of the house 

IV. 

167.5 



to the conduct of the lord treasurer; and seven 



* articles of impeachment were exhibited against hirn, 

charging him with improper use of the authority 
^ of his office, to deceive the king, enrich his own 
family, and squander the royal treasure. There 
appears to have been little p^ouiiil for any of these 
charges: but Dauby did not rely, solely on hia 
innocence. He was careful to purchase adherents 
^ in the house, not afiter the manner of his prede- 
cessors, by ofiei iiig" presents to the more eminent 
speakers, but by seeking out silent votes, which 
might be procured at a lower price, and therefore 

Mays, in greater number. The articles against him 
were debated separately, and each in its turn was 
rejected'^'. 3°. Besides Danby, the Dutch and 
Spanish ambassadors had also been lavish of 
money. Their object was to procure the revo- 
cation of the Engiish reginients in the French 
anny ; and their efforts were zealously aided by 
^ the popular party. To the address for this pur- 
* May 4. pose presented by the house, Charles replied, that 
the English corps was inconsiderable in point of 
number ; and he would take care that it should 
not be recruited. More than this he could not 

of the kincr, and also of the duke of York^ who had previously 
protected him from the resentment of Lauderdale. Burnet^ ii. 
63—5. Marvell, i. 221. 

3 Com. Joiirn. Ap. 26, 27, 30. May 3. Pari. Hist. iv. 688 — 
695. Burnet, ii. 69. Marvell, i. 225, 7, 426. If wu may believe 
Cidemaiij 200^000/. was spent in bribes by the diiTercnt parties 
diuing tUi fleSBkm. Com. Journ. iz. 388. 
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do: to recal it would be inconsisteiit with' bis CHAP» 

TV. 

honour. This answer provoked a most vehement 1(575. 

debate in a committee of the whole house. On — 

^ one Bide it was maintained that the £ngiish ^^^^ 
amounted to eight thousand men> that they formed 
the cihief force in the army commanded by Tu- 
renne, and that to their gallantry were owing most 
of the advantages which had been gained by that 
• general. On the other, it was contended that 
they did not exceed two thousand horse and foot ; 
that, on the cond vision of the peace with the 
States, it was mutually understood that they were 
not to be recalled ; and that a mnch greater num- 
ber of British subjects was actually serving in 
the Dut<.'li army under the prince of Orange, On 
a division, the tellers wt i e charged with negli- 
gence or fraud ; instantly the leaders who sat on 
the lowest benches sprang to the table, and the 
other members on each side crowded to their sup- 
port. Lord Cavendisli and Sir John Hanmer dis- 
tiniruished themselves by their violence; and 
epithets of insult, with threats of defiance, were 
reciprocally exchanged. The tumult had lasted 
half an hour, when the speaker, without asking 
permission, took possession of the chair ; the mace, 
alter some resistance, was again placed on the 
table the members resumed their seats ; and, on 
the motion of Sir Thomas Lee, a promise was 
given by each in his turn, that he would take 
no notice out of doors of what had happened May 11. 
within. The discussion of the question was May 90. 
again brought forward. On one occasion theJ«nc«. 
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CHAP, ministen obtained the majority by a aing^ voice ; 
j^T;^ on another they were defcflited by the casting vote 

of the speaker. A new address was ordered ; 

but there i& no evidence that it was ever pre- 
sented"^. 

Non.re- The more important part of the ministerial 

Latin the project, the panacea for all the evils of the nation, 
^ ipas reserved for the house of lords, in which the 
court was assured of an overwhelming m^ority. 
This was introduced in the shape of a test to be 
taken by all members of parliament; by privy 
councillors, magistrates, and all persons holding 
offii^ under the crown. The test itself WQS made 
up of the several oatlis and declarations which^ 
by suceessive acts of parliament after the restora- 
tion, had been iinposeil upon nieiiibcrs of cor- 
porations, officers of the army* and ministers of 
the ebnrdu These acts, however* had beeo 
passed at a time when the nation had not reoo* 
vered from that phrenzy of loyalty into which it 
had; been thrown by the return of the king : now 
the minds of men had been allowed leisure to 
cool; an intention of establishing arbitrary power 
had, by report, been attributed to the king ; and 
the doctrines of the year forty-one bad begun to 
resume their former influence. That protection 
and allegiance are correlative, and that the law 
which secures the rights of the people sanctions 

4» Com. Journ. May 8, 10, 11, 20. June 2. Pari. Hist. iv. 699 
— T09. Marvel, ii. 232. Cavendish and Newport, in consequence 
of tlidr bdiBviour on this occasion, were forbiddeit the court, lb. 
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resistance to the invisioit of those rights^ were CHAF. 

principles openly inculcated and maintained : and /g^^, 

it was to check their diffusion, and to remove 

their supporters from parliament and office, thai 
the non-resisting test had been deyised* The 
king interested himself warmly in its soeoess. 
He attended daily, standing- as a spectator at the 
fire-side ; hut his presence, though it might ani- 
mate the champions of the court, did not dismay 
4>r silenee their opponents ^^ The debates occof 

pied seventeen days, often from an early hour till 
eight in the evening, sometimes till midnight. It 
i6 acknowledged, that on no former ooeaslbit had 
such a display of eloquenoe and abiMff hetsn 
exhibited in that house ; never had any question 
been discussed with so much obstinacy and ad- 
dress. The lords who chiefly distinguished them- 
selves by their advocacy of the measure, were the 
lord treasurer, the lord keeper, and the bishops 
Morley and Ward ; and to these were opposed the 
acknowledged leaders of the popular party, with 
two catholic peers, the marquess of Winchester 
and the lord Petre^. The former argued that 

^* not the sun, the fire-side was always in their faces." 
Marvel!, i. 516. 

In Mai plierson's cxtracta^ we are told that whcTi Shaftesbury 
applied to the catholic peers for their support, some itpiied that 
they dared not oppose the king. It might provoke him to execute 
the penal laws agunst iStum, periiaps to seek their exdittioa froB 
parUaneiitf in whidi they knew from experienoe tliatShafteibiiiy'ji 
party would concur. *' He swore that he and liis friends nerer 
would, and wished that his tongue might deare to the roof of 
his mouth, if he efer tpoice for so u^iust atUng /' 'Macph. t SA. 



318 HISTORY OTP ENGLAND. 

c HAP. the principle of the test had alreadjr been t^cog- 

d in the acts for corporations, the militia, and 
the church ; that the only object of the present 



16T,5. I^i'^C 



bill was to render that principle more generally 
useful by exUaading its operation; that it would 
thus offer a sufficient security both to church ai^ 
state ; and at the same time a security so " mo- 
derate/' that it could not be refused by any but 
those who cherished seditious and antimonacdiic»l 
sentiments; and who, on that very account* ought 
not to be trusted with the office of making or 
of administering the laws. Their opponents re- 
pliedy that tiie question was now altered ; that 
while the test was confined to persons in inferior 
situations^ there remained the high court of par- 
liament to explain its meaning, and control its 
- aj^lication : but that now it was intended to bind 
the parliament itseilf, and to make all ranks of 
men dependent on the pleasure of the sovereign; 
Such a test invested both the crown and mitre 
with a divine rights which could not be controlled 
by any human power* and amounted in effect to 
a ** dissettlement of the whole birthright of 
** England.*' 

Del>ate on When it came to be debated in its several parts, 
ratioEL^^^ the opposition lords objected that the first clause* 
which pronounced it unlawful* on any pretence 
** whatsoever, to take up arms against the king", 
was calculated to provoke doubts and questions* 
which a wise administration would seek to pre- 
vent. What* it might be asked* was the distinc- 
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tion between passive obedience^ and the unlawful- chap. 

IV. 

1675. 



ness of resistance in any circumstanoes whatso 



u 



ever : where the difference between an absolute ,i 
goverumeat and a limited monarchy, if there 
were no boundary to submission under either ? 
Against the second* that it is traitorous to take 
up arms by the king's authority against his 
person", (an alUision to the language of the 
parliament during the civil war,) they argued* 
that drcumstances might occur* as in the case of 
Henry VI., in which such taking up of arms 
might tend to the benefit and safety of the sove- 
reign ; and the third* which extruded the same 
doctrine to the employment of force against per-? 
sons commissioned by the crown, they described 
as leading to the must oppressive and alarming 
results. It specified neither the object of the 
commission* nor the qualification of the commis- 
sioner; but made it treason to oppose with force 
the nniawful aggression not only of sheriffs and 
magistrates, but even of naval and military offi- 
cers ; for all these were armed with commissions 
from the king* and might pretend to act in 
pursuance of such commission'*. 

The great struggle, however, remained. The Debate on 
oath was at first conceived in the following ******* 
words : I do swear that I will not endeavour 

the alteration of the government either in 
" church or state The practice of multiplying 
oaths was represented as impious* .by holding out 
temptations to peijuiy* and as useless because 
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CHAP* oaths Hnd only ihen of hoiiourable and virtuons 

IV 

107^ minds, from whom sedition or rebellion is tiot to 

■ be apprehended. But to this oath in particular it 

was objected, that if it were made a necessary 
qualification for a seat in parliament, it would 
operate to the disherison both of the people ^id 
the peerage : of the people, by trenching on their 
right of entrusting to men of their own choice the 
power of imposing the public taxes; and of the 
peerage, by depriving the peers, who should' re- 
fuse to take it, of the right to which they were 
born, of sitting in that house, and taking a part 
in the discussion of all subjects debated within its 
walls. The latter part of this objection was 
urged with so much vehemence, that the ministers 
deemed it prudent to yield. The lord treasurer 
proposed a resolution, which, at the suggestion of 
the duke of York, was changed into a standing 
order of the house, that ** no oath should ever be 
•* imposed, by bill or otherwise, the refusal of 
" which should depi'ive any peer of his place or 
vote in parliament, or of liberty of debate 
« therein 



L. Journ. xii. 673. I^facph. i. 81. In lieu of the onth pro- 
posed by the bill, and all other tests to be taken by members of" 
parliament, the following was moved as au amendment by the 
marquess of Winchester : '*I swear that I will nevtr by threats, 
^ injunctions^ promises, advantages, or invitations, by or from 
«* any perMa ^HiatioeTcr, or throogb the hope or prospect of «mf 
'* gift, place, office or baiefit whataoorerj giro my TOteotiierwiie 
' » than acconSing to my opinion and conscience, afe T shall lie truly 
" andreaOy persuaded upon the debate of any businen in par- 
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: When the house proceeded to consider the form CH2LF. 
pf the proposed oath, the hishops were exposed to ^^'^ 
the profane jests and irreverent sarcasms of the ■ 
diike of Buckingham, and called upon to answer 
several searching and vexatious inquiries by the 
dissenting peers. What, It was asked» was this 
episcopal government, to which the subject had 
now to swear allegiance ? From whom did the 
prelates profess to derive] their powers? They 
replied, tiiat the priesthood, and the powers of the 
priesthood, came to them from Christ ; the licence 
to exercise those powers from the civil magistrate. 
♦* But exclaiiiied the lord ^Vharton, excom- 

munication is one of those powers ; do you 
^ derive from the sovereign the licence to' excom* 
f'munieate the sovereign?** This, it was ian- 
ewered, was to suppose an extreme case which had 
nevQr arrived, and probably never would arrive. 
Others observed, that the oath provided only for 

the government", or disdpline of the church : 
why were its doctrines omittud ? The government 
of the church of Kome was episcopal : no catl^ollc 
would object to take theoath,even if at the same time 
^e should meditate the subversion of one church, 
and^e establishment of the other. This objection 

■I * ■ — ' T I , I 

" liament." Such an oath would probably have been as unpalat- 
able to the opponents as to the adherents of tlie minister. It was, 
however, aecuudctl and supported : and the odium of rejecting it 
wrai left to the lord keeper, who contended, that Uie hope of re* 
iraid w|» not inconpatible with integrity of conduct]; and wim 
iometimet naeeisarj to ati^iulate tiui indo^t and the indiffeiaot 
Pari. Hilt. ir. App. IzU. 

VOL. XIL Y 
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CHAP, alarmed the lord treasurer, and he offered to add 
im. wor^s ^tbe protestant reUgion*** But whaf^ 
■ asked the earl of Shaftesbury, is the protesta&t 
"religion? Where are its boTindaries ? How 
" are they to be ascertained ?" The bishop of 
WiocheBter replied^ that the protestant religioH 
was comprehended in the thirty-nine articles, the 
liturgy, the catechism, the canons, and the homi- 
lies. His opponent again inquired, whether every 
thing contained in these five books were part and 
parcel of the protestant religion ? If so, then it 
must be contended that their authors were infaQi*^ 
ble, and liad laid down nothing which ought to be 
rejected or retbrmed. If not, then the objection 
recurred; the precise limits of the protestant 
religion were unknown, and no man coold con- 
scientiously bind himself by oath never to alter a 
system, witli the real extent of which he was un- 
acquainted. To escape from the difficulty, the 
words, ^ now established by law in the churdh of 
** England were added. 

From the government of the church, the debate 
proceeded to the government in the state. Here 
the opponents of the measnre renewed the strug-^ 
gle with equal obstinacy. Were the dvil institu- 
tions of the country so perfect as to admit of no 
improvement ? Could no combination of circum- 
stances ever occur to make some alteration ezpe* 
dient ? Let the house give its saiietion to thk 
jMirt of the oath, and the chief pri\ ilege of the 
peerage was gone for ever. They might assemble 
and vote supplies ; but to legislate on any subject 
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leeted with tlie government of the conntrf chap. 



would be a violation of the test. Tliey iimst ^^'^ 



abandon their duty as a part of the legislature, or ' 
perform it under the guilt of porjiuy. 

At length, after a variety of amendm^ts ^^ ^^Jf^ 
adjournments, divisions and protests, the declara- ed in the" 
tion and oath were passed in the committee, in the JJJ^*" 
following improved form. I, A. B. do declare 
" that it is not lawfol, on any pretence niiiatsoeverr 
^ to take up arms against the king ; and I do 
** abhor the traitorous position of talxiiii^ arms by 

his authority against his person or against those 
^ that are commissioQed by him according to law, 
^ in time of rebellion and war, and acdng in pur- 
** suance of such commission. I, A. B. do swear 
" that I will not endeavour any alteration of the 

proteitaiit religion now eetahliahed by law in 
^ the church of England, nor will I endeavomr 
** any alteration in the government, in church or 

state, as it is by law established ". There only 
remained to determine the penalty of a refusal to 
take, the test, which, in defiance of all the^rfferts 
of ^e opposition, was teed at a ■fine of MO^., and 
incapacity to hold office or corninission under the 
crown. But, as this incapacity did not afiect the 
dght of sitting in either iioase, the miembers of 
%oth were made subject to a repetition of the fine 
in every succeeding parliament 



44 



For this important debate, sec the Lords' Journals, xii. 6€&, 
9, 671, 3, 4, 7, 6«2. Pari. Hist, iv. 7, 14—721. App. xviii.— 
Burnet, ii. 71—4. Marvell, i. 510— «, North 08. The test was 
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CHAP. To retard the prcgrasa of the bill^ had been, the 
1675. great object of the country ptfrty in the house of 



' lords : to throw it out was to be the acliievement 

respecting theiT ofisociates in that of the ccMnmons. But 
appeals, even there much Jiad. lately happened to shake 
their confidence in tibeir own power ; the fate of 
the impeachment of Danby, and the rejection of 
a bill to prevent members from accepting places 
under government^ had convinced them that the 
ministerB could command the rotes of many secret^ 
but IkithfM, adherents. To relieve thm from 
their apprehensions, an event occurred which, if it 
were not, as is probable, originally c(MUrived» was 
at least most dexterously improved* to suspend. the 
course of ordinary business in both houses, and to 
provoke a dissolution, or at least a prorogation of 
parliament. At all times it iiad been customary 
to appeal by writ of error from the decisions in 
♦he icourts of law to the house of lords, as the su- 
preme judicature in the nation, and during the 
reign of James I. similar proceedings had been in- 
troduced relative to judgments in chancery. It 
happened that at tins period the defendants in 
thnee of these appeals to the justice of the lords 
possessed seats in the house of commons ; and 
when notice to .appear was served on sir John 



ori^nally denaed by Clarendon ; but his ami, Irho on the deatii 
of tiie esik had succeeded to the dtfe, constantly opposed it. His 
.name is in ap tiie protests entered in the Journals ; and die Icing 
.iras so displeased with his conduct, that he dtprired him -of 
.pliieeofchamlNirlidn tothequaen. .Marveil«i.S8T* 
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Fagg, one of the tbree, the house voted audi a c hap/ 
notice a breach of pri\ ikge. The lords insisted i^^i. 

on their claim. Theirs was the only court to de- 

cide on writs of error or appeal; they sate only^*^^* *' 
at the same time with the hou!ie of commons ; 
and therefore, if they could not hear causes ih' 
which the members of that house were parties, a 
denial of justice must follow. The commons dis-^ 
pfnted the inference— it might be a suspeBsioHy^ 
but not a denial of justice — the appeal might be 
heard, when the parties were no longer entitled to 
the privilege of parliament. Nothing could he 
weaker than such reasoning ; but they compen- 
sated for its weakness by the vigour of their con- 
duct. They committed to the Tower, Shirley and May 19. 
Stoughton, two of the apptllants; resolved that May 1 6. 
to prosecute iu the housa of lords any cause 
against a member of their house was a breach' of - 
privilege ; declared ' that no appeal lay from the May ss. 
chancery to any other tribunal ; and voted that June 1. 
four barristers, who» by order of the lords, had 
pleaded before them in one of the appeals^ should 
be taken into custody. This last insult set the 
higher house in a flame ; and the opponents of the 
test, whose real aim was to foment the quarrel, 
were the foremost to defend the rights of the 
peerage. The captive barristers were rescued by June «l 
tlie usher of the black rod from the grasp of the 
Serjeant at arms, who suddenly absconded, that he 
might escape the punishment with which the house 
of commons had determined to visit his pusiilani- 
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CHAP, uiity or ne^^igoiice. Two days afterwards, th« 
mi speaker, as hie passed through Westminster hall> 

arrested Peml>erton, one of tlic barristers, and 
*• took his prisoner with him to his chamber ; the 
]|ow seijeant at anns brought the other three out 
of the court of king's bench, and all four were 
conveyed to the Tower. The house of lords waar 
not slow to undertake their protection. A mes- 
sage was sent to .the lieutenant to set them at 
liberty; and, when he demurred, four writs o£ 
habeas corpus were forwarded by the lord k^per,. 
June 7. founnanding him to produce his prisoners before 
Juue 8. the king in his high court of parliament. The 
lieutenant was perpl^ed. He consulted the house 
of commons, which forbad him to obey the writs ; 
and, in this choice of evils, he preferred, as the less 
dangerous, to incur the displeasure of the lords 
Prorog». During the altercation, Charles had addressed 
both houses in the tone, and with the dignity, of 
a master. They were, he told them, the dupes of 
men, enemies to him and to the church of £ng* 

' Burnet (but to Burnet alone little cfedit is due,) tells u% that 
Seymour the speaker was "the most immoral and impious man 
of the ag-e, the unjustest and blackest man that lired in hi-- time." 
Of his pride, an instance is related by lord Dorchester, that when 
his carriage broke down near Charing-cross, he look jMSsession of 
the first gentleman's carriage that came by. and turned out the 
owner, tciliiii^ him, it was more proper that he, than the speaker 
of the house of commons, should walk m the street. Burnet, ii. 
70 note. 

# L. Jouni. m, 80, 9i, 4, S, 700, 6, 10^ 13, 16, IS, 780, 8, o, 
7. Com. Joum. May 5, IS, W ; June 1, 4, 8. Marvell, i. 517. 
Burnet,!!. 75, Par!. Hist. ir. 781. 8t Trials, llSi. 
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land: theautiiorB of thequanei, sought not the CHAf". 
preservation of privilege, but the dissolution of ^J;: 

pai'liament : let the two houses confer coolly and ■ 
dispassionately together ; they would easily dis- 
cover the means of reconciliation* m:, if they did 
not, he would judge inipartiaUy between them, 
for he could not sit a silent spectator of a dispute 
which threatened to spread itself through the na- 
tion, for a mere question of privilege. But. his 
advice was disregarded : the irritation of the pur* 
ties was nourished by repeated acts of defiance ; 
and on the fourth day, the king* came to the house June 9. 
of lords, and put an end to the session 

The short duration of the recesSi and the assur* Another 
ance that the parliament should meet again ^^^^^^^^ 
Octoher, led to a suspicion that the government 
was reduced to the lowest state of pecuniary dis- 
tress ; and the leaders of the qouutry party re- 
solved to persist in their plan of opposing a supr 
ply, with the hope of provoking a dissolution of 
the administration, or of the parliament. The 
first would otter to their ambition the offices held 



rij 


ill 


m 





by a general election, in which they promised 
themselves a decided superiority. The houses 

accordingly met : the Jxing solicited the aid of his 
people to pay off the anticipatiuui^ on the revenue^ 
amounting to SOOfiOOL, and to put the navy in a 
condition to maintain the dignity of the British 



*^ Com. Joumalsi Juoe 9. V Joagiu 72&, 9. 
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c HAP. flag ^. In thejcommittee on the l^yal speech, the 

1675. ministers obtained at first the majority by the 

■ casting vote of the chairman. But on a second 
Oct 10. jjiyigiQi^ i^jjgy were defeated by a small majority, 

and the house refused to entertain the question of 
supply on account of anticipations. This was a 

severe disappointment ; yet Dauby did not des- 
pond : a long session would afford him the op- 
portunity of appealing to the ambition and cupi- 
dit7 of the members ; and It was possiUe that 
several might oppose the court now, with the sole 
view of obtaining a higher price for their future 
services.. The house proceeded with the public 
business. It was voted that 4Q0,0€iOL per annum 
should be taken from the customs, and applied to 
the maintenance of the navy ; that a sum of 
dOQ»000/. should be raised and placed in the cham- 
ber of London^ and be appropriated to the build* 
ing of twenty ships of war ; that papists should 
be disabled from sitting in either house of parlia- 
ment ; that a bill should be introduced to recal the 
English forces serving in the French army ; and 
that a remedy should be devised to prerait bribery 
in elections. In the divisions which these ques-> 
tions produced, the balance inclined alternately in 
favour of the opposite parties ; and the majorities ^ 
were so trifling* that it was impossible to fimnesee 



4^ The reader is aware that it was the custom to " anticipate/' 
that is,, to mortgage^ certain branches of the revenue for the pay- 
ment of the cafnUJ and interest of loans of monej. 
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which would ultimately obtain tiie superiority ^: CHAPl 

In the bouse of lords, Shirley hastened to revive jg^j^ 



the question of his appeal. Each party sought 

to cast on the other the odium of the measure $ ^thecm- 
but the subsequent proceedings shew that the ap- 

. t t * » t wGcn uic 

peilaiit acted under Uie advice, or by the mstiga- houses. 

tion of Shaftesbury and his friends. In the de- 
bate, whidi was continued by adjournment for 
seyeral days, that nobleman dii^ayed extraordi^^ 
nary eloquence and warmth; aAd obtained, in 
defiance of the ministers and the prelates, the 
appointment of a day for the hearing of the Not. 4. 
appeal. . It might be that/ as he pretended, he 
sought to establish beyond dispute the claim of 
the peerage ; but he had moreover a private and 
more interested motive. He was the author of a 
pamphlet recently published, under the title of 
A Letter from a Person of Quality to a Friend 
" in the Country," purporting to detail the debate 
in the last session on the question of the non- 
resisting, test. This tract the liouse voted *^ a 
^ lying, scandalous^ and seditious libel": it was 
ordered to be burnt by the hand of the common 
hangman, and a committee was appointed to dis- 
cover the author, printer, and publisher. Under 
such circumstances, the renewal of the quarrel 
between the houses offered him the best shelter 
from prosecution. In the commons, attempts 
were made to revive the violent votes of the last 

*' Com. Juuruals, Oct. 19. ParL Hist. Iv. 161 — 7. Marvell^ i. 
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mskm against tiie daim of the peers ; biit they 

1675. were constantly defeated by the court party, who 
— ~— on this subject comniaiided a large majority, and 
Nov. 19. procured a vote for a conferen£6> to preserve a 
good undentanding between the two houses^. 
In that meeting they suggested that, aeeording to 
the royal ad\nce, all subjects of national interest 
should take precedence of the question of judica- 
ture ; but Shaftesbury opposed the expedi^t under 
. diflerent pretexts*, and a resolution was carried U» 
hear the ajipeal on the following morning. Tlie 
I'esentnient of the commons could no longer be 
restrained; in one house the obnoxious votes 
Nor. 90. were reviwd ^ ; in the other» lord Mohun moved 
an address for the dissolution of the parliament. 
Thus a new subject of contention was raised, 
which called forth the whole strength of the two 
parties. The popular leaders supported the mo- 
tion, on the ground that frequent parliaments 
weve required by the ancient constitution of the 
kingdom ; that the existing house of commons^ 
chosen in 1661, did not in fact represent the sense 
of the nation in 1675 ; and that the pretensions 
which it set forth, the violence which it displayed, 
the superiority which it assumed, had led to a 
state of things, in which the parliament, instead 
of proving a national benefit, had become a useless 



^ Marvell^ i. 270^ 1. Com. Journ. Nov. 18> Id. L. Journals, 
xiii. S9. 
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Ineimibranee ; but that with a new house, the real chap. 

IV 

representatives of the people, no cause of dissension ^ 

would exist ; the restoration of liarmony would 

enable parliameiit to provide for every interest, 
to grant supplies to the crown, to establish secu- 
rities for the church, to extend indulgence to dis- 
senters, and to secure to the catLolics the posses- 
sion of their property and hereditary honours. 
On the other hand, the minister and his aidherento 
contended, that a dissolution was both uonecessary 
and dangerous. As former dissensions between 
tlie houses had been healed, so the present was 
not without its remedy. Whatever might be the 
faults of the bouse of commons, the civil and re- 
ligious principles of its members had been proved. 
A new election might introduce new men, hostile 
both to the church and the throne ; antimo- 
narchical doctrines might regain the ascendancy; 
* and the miseries of the year forty-one might be 
renewed. Hitherto the duke of York, liowever lie 
might disapprove, bad deemed it his duty to ab- 
stain from all open opposition to the measures of 
go vermnent ; on this occasion he gave his powerful 
aid to lord Mobun ; ai^ his example drew after 
it the support of his adherents, and of the catho- 
lic peers. The minister was alarmed ; his adver- 
saries out-numbered his followers in the house ; 
and it was only through the aid of proxies that be 
was able to obtain the small majority of two votes. 
The consequence was an immediate prorogation ; Nov. 22. 
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CH>AP. not for a short 8pace» after the uBual manner* 
1675. unprecedented duration of fifteen' 



months 



Account During this session an adventurer made his ap- 
Luzan- p^^^^ public stage^ the p j e t e typc of the 

celebrated Titus Gates. He was a foreigner, the 
son of Bcaudiateau, an actress in Paris, and had 
passed, with littie credit lor truth or integrity, 
through the several situations of usher in a school* 
servant to a bishop* inmate in a monastery* and 
companion to an Hiherant miseidnary. A forgery, 
which he committed at Monldidier, in Picardy, 
compelled him to flee from the pursuit of justice ; 
and he arrived in London* under a feigned name* 
without money and without friends. But his in* 
genuity did not desert him. He called himself 
Hyppolite du Chastelet de Luzancy ; he professed 
an anxious desire to coitfonn to the church of 
July 1. England ; and in the pulpit ait the Savoy* he read 
his a})jiiration,and delivered a discourse, statingthc 
grounds, of his conversion. Instantly the French 
Jesuit (so he was now styled) became an object of 
interest to the zealous and the charitable : contri- 
butions flowed to him from numerous quarters ; 
and his only anxiety was to secure the means of 
support after the first excitement, which he had 
Oct 4. caused* should have died away. About the middle 

L. Journ. xiii. 33. According to the list preserved in Old- 
mixoiij the contents were' finty-one temporal peers and seven 
proxies; tlie non-contents^ twenty-one temporal peersj^ thirteen 
bishops, and jiizteen pro^des. OUbnix* 594. 
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of the session, he gave information to. some of the chap. 
popular leaders, ib^U about a month before, father 1^9^ . 

St. Germain, who, for greater effect, was described — 
as confessor to the duchcbs of York, had surprised 
him in his lodgings, and, holding a poniard to hi§ 
biieast, had compelled him with, the threat of in- 
stant death, to sign a recantation and a promise 
to return to his native country. Neither the im- 
probability of the tale, nor the time that had been 
suffered to elq)se, seems to have awakened suspi- 
cion. Lord HoUis communicated the important Nor. s. 
intelligence to the king in the house of lords ; 
lord Russel introduced it to the notice of the house 
of cominous ; and the parliament, the coiu't, the 
city, tiie country, resounded with cries of astonisfar 
ment at the insolence of the papists. The king, 
published a proclamation for the arrest of St. Ger- 
main, wherever he might be found; the lords 
brought in a bill for the encoi^agement of monks 
and friars In foreign parts to leave their convenls, 
and embrace tlie reformed faith ; and the commons 
ordered the lord chief justice to issue his warrant 
for the apprehension of all catholic priests ; re- 
commended Luzaniy to the protection and Ibounly 
of the king, and passed a bill for the exclusion of 
papisti? from the two houses of parliament, and 
from the court. The convert was examined before 
the privy council and a committee of the house. 
He persisted in hie former tale ; he added, that he 
had learned from some French merchants, that in 
a short time protestant blood would How through 



« 



Digitized by Google 



SH HISTORY OF EKOLAKIX 

G HAP. the streete of Loudon, and from St. Germain that 
15^5. the king was at heait a cathoUc, that the dedara- 
— * tion of indnlgence had been £ramed for the pur- 
pose ot iutroduciiio^ popery, and that there was an 
infinite number of priests and Jesuits in London, 
who did great service to God. But the minds of 
men hegan to cool. His additional informationy 
which was merely a repetition of the idle reports 
. circulated in the cotiee-houses, did not serve to 
raise his credit for veiwdtyi and when he was 
told to produce his witneesesy the absence of some» 
and the utter worthlessness of the others, shook 
the faith of his supporters. About the same time, 
Du Maresque, a French clergyman of the re- 
formed churchy published a histoty of liis adven- 
tnres in Framie ; and soon afKerwards a pamphlet 
appeared, detailing the particulars of his life in 
tiie metropolis^ and refuting his charge against 
St Germain: and» though Du Maresque wM 
severely censured by the bisliop of London, and 
the distributor of the jjaniphlet threat oned by the 
privy council, the prosecution of the inquiry was 
at firtft suspended, and, for obvious reasons, never 
afiberwasds resumed ^. 



*• Com. Joum. Nov. 8. L. Journ. xiiLSl. Pari. Hist. iv. 780. 
Mavrell, i 965, 6. Reresby,.29^1. Wood, Ath. Oxon, iv, par. 
8. ooL 850, 1. Compton^ the new bishop of Iiondon, and the " great 
^pttlRMi of conrerts from popery,** (Bumet, 11. SS*) ordained I^u- 
sancy about CMftans, and teat him to Oidfard, whore, on Ja^ 
nuarjr 97th, he was admitted master of arta^ at the recommenda- 
tion of Ormood, the chancellor. While he remained in Oxford, a 
iraiifactioa of a awindliog deacription brought hia name before a 
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I shall conclude this chapter with a few notices CHAP, 
respecting the transactions in the two kingdoms ^^^^ 
of Scotland and Ireland. — In Scotland the diief «— ^ 

attention of the ffovernment was devoted to the Jraiwac- 

° tions in 

difficult task of maintaining the episcopal autho- Scotland, 
lify, in opposition to the religious feelings of the 
people. That Charles disapproved of the seve* 
rities, which had dri\ en the western covenanters 
into rehellion, cannot be doubted, and it was 
observed that, in proportion as the influence of 
Clarendon decsLined» more knient measures were 
recommended to tiie Scottish council. The pu- 1467. 
nishment for the refusal of the declaration was March ts. 
restricted to the imprisonment of the o^ender ; 
the r^nlar troops, which had been so actively 
employed in the execution of Hhe penal laws, 
were disbanded ; archbishop Sharp received an Aug. lo. 
order to attend to the spiritual concerns of his 
diocese; and Hothes was deprived of his Jhigh 
office of r<^al commissioner ; though, to console 
his wounded feelings, he obtained in return the 
chauceUorsliip for life. The earl of Tweedale Oct. lo. 
succeeded him as head of the government ; but 
Xouderdale, by his office of secretary of states 
possessed superior influence with the sovereign. 
Both of these noblemen were presbyteriaus by 



court of justice: boou afterwards the nation was thrown into a 
lermeiit by the protended diseoveries of Titus Gates; and Ln- 
atancj^ " by favour of the bishop of London/' was admitted,* ad 
pres. regis/' yicar of Do7er-court» in £asez> ISth Dec. lers. 
Ibid. 
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CHAP, principle ; but they disregarded the nice distiuCf 
1^^^, tioDS of the theologians, and persuaded themsdves 
-that by mutual concession the two parties might 
he brought to coalesce. Their object, therefore, 
was to maintain the episcopal establishment, but 
at the same time to offer to its adversaries such 
terras as might induce them to desist from all 
active opposition. To the covenanters in the 
west it was proposed, that the government should 
abstain from prosecution for past offences, pro- 
vided they would bind themselves to keep the 
peace, ' under the penalty of forfeiting one yearns 
rent of ihtir respective estates. But here a theo- 
logical question arose. What, it was asked, did 
the council, understand by keeping the peace? 

To perform the duties of righteousness com- 
*« manded by the law of God ? ^ This was an 
obligatiuii incumbent on all Christians. Not to 
violate the lawsy which had been made in opposu-* 
tiou to the covenant ? Such an engagem^t was 
unlawfiol and anti-christian. That the latter was 
the real meaning, couUi not be doubted: if many 
submitted, a greater number refused to subscribe 
the bonds; and Tweedale» after a short trial, 
abandoned a measure^ which seemed more likely 
to produce distuibance than tranquillity^^. 
Attempt About thls time happened an event which re- 
^fg^'^f yived the angry passions of the two parties. 
Among the men, who had fought for the cove- 

^ Wodrow,S17, S. Kirkton, 906, S7f. Burnet, i. 414^ 480. 
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uant at RulluHi Green, was a youth of much chap. 

Ml and piety "» named James Mitdiell. Aflter 
the defeat he brooded over ihe snfferings of bia ■ 

brethren, till he had wound up his mind to the 
highest pitch of enthusiasm; and believed that 
be felt a eall from Heaven to avenge the blood of 
the martyrs on the i^postate and persecuting pre^- 
late, archbishop Sharp. It wms a little after mid- 
day ' the archbishop's carriage drove to the door, 
and Mitchell took his station with a loaded pistdl 
in his band. Sharp came from the bouse, fol- 
lowed by Honeyman, bishop of Orkney. The 
first had already seated himself, when the assassin 
discharged his pistol; but at the very moment 
Honeyman raised bis arm to enter the carriage, 
and received the ball in bis wrist. ^ To the cry 
that a man wa^s killed, a voice replied, " It is only 
a bishop Mitchell crossed the street, walked 
quietly awiQr, changed bis coat, and mixed again 
^h ihe crowd. The council offered a tempting 
reward for the apprehension of the assassin ; but 
six years elapsed befor he was discovered ^. ' indul- 

This daring outrage did not, however, provoke ^ected ^ 
Tweedale to recede firom his purpose. He stiU ministers. 

^ . _ - . 1669. 

» Wodrow, 292. Kirkton, 2T8. Burnet, i. 481. It was urged 
in defence of Mitchell^ that he acted like Phineas^ by divine 
impulse. Anasnd^ dean of £dinburgh^ replied, that could fiot be, 
otherwise he would have succeeded in the attempt. To erade 
this aiyiunent, it was remarked, that Israel failed against the 
" dty of Aij because 'there was an Achan in. the camp, and, alas ! 

there are many Achans in the camp of our Israel." Kurkton, 
366>note. 

VOL. XII. Z 
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CHAP, hoped to win by conciliation, where he despaired 
prevailing hy seTerity. He made to the ejected 
niinigtflCB an offer, caUed -^' the indulgence ", that 
Jtioe7. ^jjgy jnjgiit enter on their former churches, if 

these were \ acant, or on any other at the nomi- 
nation of the patron, enjoy the manse and glebe 
without stipulation, and in addition receive the 
•annual stipend, provided -they would accept col- 
lation from the bishop, and attend the presbyteries 
and synods. The moderation of the pro|>osai 
alarmed the more zealous, or more fanatic of the 
covenanters ; they pronounced it a snare for the 
consciences of the unwary: besides the consent 
of the patron, a call from the parish was necessary 
far the lawful exercise of the ministry ; and, 
moreover, to tosept any ecclesiastical office at tlie 
invitation of the civil power, was a badcsliding 
towards Erastianism. In defiance of this reason- 
ing, three-and-forty ministers accepted the offer 
of the government, but they soon discovered tiiat, 
at the same time, they hail forfeited the oonfi- 
dence of the people. They no longer preached 
with the fervid eloquence of men suffering perse- 
cution. Their exhortations to the practice of 
virtue and godliness appeared dull and lifeless, in 
comparison with the fierce invectives which they 
formerly poured forth against apostates and op- 
inessora. It was inferred that the Spirit of God 
Iiad abandoned tfaem ; that they were become as 
** dumb dogs that could not bark**; and their 
churches were deserted for the ministry of those 
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whose fanatical language harmoxuis^ better witli CHAP, 
the excited feelings of their iiearen . 
Tweedale hitherto had acted by the advice, and ■ ■ — 

been supported by the influence of Lauderdale*.'*''***^" 
At length that nobleman came himself to Scot- pariia- 
laudy and held a parliament with the title of royal 
eommisaioner. 1^, Ita first act was to enable tiie 
king to appoint commissioners, authorised to treat 
with certain commissioners from Ensfland, respect- 
ing an union of the two kingdoms ; a wise and 
beneficial measure, which Charles bad much at 
heart, but which he was never able to accomplish. 
In England, it was opposed through distrust of 
the royal motives ; in Scotland, through fear that 
It would be accQmpanied with the los^ of national 
independence. 2^ It had been discovered, that 
the indulgence so lately granted was a violation 
o( the laws for the establishment of episcopacy : 
and, to secure it from disturbance, and its authors 
from prosecution^ the act of allegiance was con- 
verted into an act of unqualified supremacy, de- 
claring the external government of the church an 
inherent right of the crown, and giving the force 
of law to all acts» orders* and constitutions respect- 
ing that government, or ecclesiastical meetings, or 
the jiKitters to be proposed and deterniiiad in sucli 
meetings, provided those acts, orders, and consti- 
tutions} were recorded and published by the lords 
of the privy council. 3^ When the regular army 



^ IVodrow, 30 i. KirktoM, <3Ag. Burnet, i. 488. 
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CHAP, was disbanded, it had been deemed prudent to 
1009. raise the militia of horse and foot» voted in the 
parliament of 1668: and the men had been em* 

bodied and armed in all but the western counties, 
where it would have been madness to put weapons 
into the hands of enthusiasts, ready, at the first 
call of their leaders, to break into rebellion. It 
was now not only declared that the riglit to levy 
and command the army resided in the crown, but 
moreover enacted, that the forces so levied should 
march into any part of the king's dominions in 
pursuance of orders transmitted to them from the 
privy council. Those two acts excited surprise 
both in Scotland and England. By the first every 
vestige of the independence of the church was 
swept away : by the second, the king was placed 
at the head of a standing army of twenty thou- 
sand men, bound to execute bis orders, and to 
march into any part of his dominions. It might, 
indeed, be doubted whether these words could be 
so construed as to extend to England, w here the 
Scottish parliament could claim no authority ; but 
the leaders of the opposition in England chose to 
interpret them in that sense, and to make them 
on that account one ground of their address for 
the removal of Lauderdale from the councils and 
the presence of the sovereign ^\ 



^ Wodrow, 309 ; App. No. 35. Kirkton^ 301, 3. Lament, 267. 
Burnet, i. 492, 4, 5. 
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llioiigh the recent act of bupremacy shocked CHAl*. 
the religious feelings of every true son of the j^^^ 
kirk, the government persisted in its former plan — 
of conciliation. Burnet, who had opposed the , 

^ ^ against 

indulgence, because it gave jurisdiction without field-con- 
collatioQ from the bishop, was compelled by threats 
to resign the archiepiscopal see of Glasgow; 
Leighton, -a prelate .of more moderate principles, 
succeeded in his place ; and several ministers 
were again admitted by " indulgence" into vacant 
churches. Still the obstinacy of the majority re- 
fused every proposal ; the conventicles grew more 
numerous ; and the regular curates were exposed 
to so many insults and injuries from the zeal of 
their opponents, that those who obeyed, were said 
to suffer no less than those who transgressed, the 
law. The council determined to combine severity 
with indulgence ; and, whfle they observed tlie 
terms which had been granted to the more mode- 
rate, condemned to imprisonment the ministers 
who had preached at illegal assemblies, and ex- 
acted fines from the persons who had afforded the 
opportunity of coininitting the offence. But field- 
conventicles became a special object of alarm. 
From the stubborn and enthusiastic character of 
the men who frequented them, they were consi- 
dered as nurseries of sedition and treason ; and, 
in the next session of parliament, Lauderdale 
asked for some legal provision to abate so danger- 
ous a practice. It was enacted that every unau- 1670. 
thorised meeting for religious worship, even in sk^^^^' 
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CHAP, prilrate bouse, should be deemed a fieM conven- 

tir 

1670. ^^^^^^» ^ny of the hearers stood in the open air; 



— and that every minister, who preached or prayed 
on any such occasion, during the three following 
years, should incur the forfeiture of his property, 
and the punishment of death. The covenanters 
exclaimed loudly against the cruelty of the enact- 
ment ; though such complaint came with iesd 
grace from men, who had formerly demanded and 
enforced laws of still greater inhumanity against 
the professors of the catholic faith. The sequel, 
however, showed that the measure was not only 
inhuman, it was also impolitic. It did not put 
down the field-conventicles, but it changed diem 
into conventicles of armed men*^. 

Attempt Before the terror, excited hy this act, had sub* 

at ** com- . . , ... 

'* prehen- sided, the commissioner, with the aid of Leighton» 

sion". y^j^Q ^Y^^ resignation of Burnet had been tratfs- 

lated to Glasgow, made an attempt to restore 
tranquillity by " a comprehension" of the dissent- 
ing ministers. The sole condiUon requited was, 
that they should attend presbyteries as they were 
established before the year 1638 ; and' to make 
this the less objectionable, it was offered that the 
bishops should waive their claim of a negative 
voice, and that all who pleased, should be at liber- 
ty to protest against it. But many saw, or thought 
that they baw, even iu thib proposal, a conspiracy 



Kirktoii^ 301. 5. Wodrow, 3^9 ; App. p. 130. • Burnet, i, 
A90. Salmon, Exainiiu <5SS. 
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to undemiihe .the rights of the kirk. In a few CHAP, 
years a new race of ministers would succeed, less i^q^ 



aware of the arts of their enemies, and less ha- ■ 
bituat^ to. contest the authority of the hishops : 
those prelates would gradually resume their claims, 
and the presidents would ultimately become the 
masters of their respective presbyteries. It was 
theretore replied, that such assemblies could bear 
no resemblance to those which existed before the 
year 16S8. They had no power of the keys, no 
ordination, no jurisdiction. The bishop would be 
bishop still, though he should abstain from the 
exercdse of his negative voice. To assent to 
such terms would be an apostacy from the prin- 
ciples of the kirk, — an homologation of episco- 
pacy" 

The religious dissensions continued, and the The se- 
ministers and their hearers were occasionally im- diUgcnwie. 
prisoned and fined for their violations of the law. 1S78. 

In 1672, Lauderdale returned to Scotland with 
the title of duke, and accompanied by the coun- 
tess of Dysart» whom he had recently m^ied* 
She had long been reputed his mistress^; and 
has been described as a proud, rapacious, and 



5« Wodrow, 335, App. p. 138, 3. JUirkton, 296. Burnet, i, 
476, 503, 513. 

^ In a suppressed passage in Burnet, that writer says : I was 
in great doubt whether it was fit fer me to see Lauderdale's 
" mistreBa. Sir Robert Murray put an end to that For he ai- 
" nired me there was DOtbing in that commeree between them 
" besides a vast fondness." i. 
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CHAP, degpotic womaiiy possessixig unlimited donumon 
1672. ^ husband, and making him 

— the obsequious minister of her passions. It was 
intended that a second indulgence should be grnnt- 
ed in Scotland, to correspond with the oelebjcated 
declaration which had been issued in Eng^d. 
But Lauderdale previously held a short session of 
parliament, in which, to prevent the succession of 
ministers in the kirk, severe punishments were 
enacted against the ordainers and .the.ordained^ 
and the duration of the act against /field-oouTra- 
tides was prolonged for three additional years. 
At last he determined to publish the instrument 
whidi for months had been expected, by many 
with .hope, by more with distrust. It named 
about eighty ejected ministers ; ordered them to 
repair to certain churches, and gave theru liberty 
to exercise all the duties of their office within tho 
limits of their respective parishes, but witii a se^ 
vere injunction to abstain from all religious exer- 
IQ73. c'lses in any other district. The consequence was 
a schism in the body, which was not easily closed. 
About one^burth of the ministers named in .tiie 
hidulgence refused to obey, and were confined by 
order of coiincil in particular places : the rest 
accepted the churches which had been allotted to 
them, having previously given their testimony 
against the Erastiaoism of the measure. Ita 
framers had reason to be satisfied. The more 
ojpulent of the covenauteris attended the service of 
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llie indulged ministers, and the number of ecMl- CHAP. 

venticles was diininislied 1^3^ 

Diiring this protracted struggle between the 

government and its religious opponents* scarcely ^j^^' 
a murmur of disapprobation had been heard inp»iia- 
the Scottish parliament. It seemed as if diaries, 
at the restoration, had ascended a despotic throne, 
and the supreme council was of no other use than 
to record the edicts of the soyereign. The conse- 
quence was, that the officers of government 
extended and abused their authority; every 
department was hlled with the relatives and 
depmidents of the commissioner ; and these made 
it €tuAr chief object to enrich themselves at the 
expense of the country. But that spirit of re- 
ristance, which had so obstinately and success- 
fiillf warred with the advocates of &e court in 
the parliament of Etigland, aroused/ at length, a 
similai* spirit in that of Scotland ; and a plan of 
opposition, unknown to Lauderdale, was carefully 
arranged, among the old cavaliers and his political 
enemies. When he Opened the next session, he lers. 
demanded with his usual confidence a plentiful ^o^* 
grant of money to aid the king in his war against 
the States. The young duke of Hamilton rose ; 



*• Wodrow, 351. Kirkton, 315, 326, 334. Bumet gives him- 
self oat at the deriaer of this plan, L 590. Lauderdale had 16,000/. 
allowed him for Ids outfit, as chief governor, with a salary of SOL 
per day, while the parliament sate; and 10/* or 16/1 per day dur«* 
ing the rest of the year. Wodrow, App. p. 148. 
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CHAP, but, instead of expreralng an obsequious assent, he 
called the attention of the house to the grievances 
-^^^ of the nation: the coin had been adulterated under 
HattoUy the master of the mint^ and Lauderdale's 
brother ; by new regulations hi the customs, the 
price of salt, of brandy, and of tobacco, had been 
raised ; monopolies in all these articles were 
ei^oyed by the friends of the minister, and the 
administration of justice was polluted by-pecsonal 
interests and animosities. Other speakers followed, 
and all were careful to echo the sentiments of 
Hamilton. The commissioner was amazed and 
alarmed. He endeavoured to intimidate; he ad- 
journed the session for a week ; he abolished the 
monopolies ; but he could not dissolve the combi- 
nation, or satisfy the demands of his adversaries. 
Hamilton and Tweedale- repaired to London to 
lay their grievances before the monarch ; Kincar-* 
dine was despatched to oppose them ; and Charles, 
while he laboured to appease the discontent of one 
party, religiously observed his promise not to de- 
Ma^ is. sert the othar* But all his efforts to coudliate 
May 19. were fruitless : another prorogation took place ; 
and, before it ejcpired, the parliament was dis- 
solved *^ 



' •« Burnet, ii. 19 — 33, 3(>. Wodrow, 3(j4, 369. Kirk ton, 339— 
342- If the reader couijmre the chiiracter of Lau'lerdale, iliawu 
by Burnet in the dedication of his four conferences, published, at 
this time, with the character of the same noblemen, drawn by him 
in the History of his Own Timei, he will farm no very faTounble 
opinion of tbt vtndty of that writer. 
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In the enumeration of grievances, the principal, OHAP. 
the persecution of the covenanters, had never i^j^. 



been mentioned. Since the last act of supremacy^ ■ 
religious subjects were avoided* as forbidden c^^q. 
ground on whicli H was dangerous to tread, tidcf. 

Lauderdale, however, took it into consideration, 
and published an act of grace* pardoning every 
offence against any of the oonyentide acts com- 
mitted befora the fourth of March* 1674. If by 
this concession he souglit to conciliate the minds 
of the covenanters, he was disappointed ; for they 
attributed his lenity to weakness* and looked on 
pardon for the past as an encouragement to new 
transgressions. From that day, the cause of these 
religionists made constant progress. In the north, 
indeed, they were but few ; and in the west they 
might attend without impediment the senrice of 
the indulged ministers; but from the English 
borders to the rivtr Tay the conventicles con- 
tinued to multiply. They were held in the 
vacant diurehes* in private houses* in the open 
air; on every sabbath, crowds assembled, for 
the purpose of worship, around a lofty pole, fixed 
in a glen* on a mountain, or in the midst of a 
morass; and the minds of the people .were occu- 
pied during the week with conversation respecting 
the gifts and doctrine of the preachers, the dangers 
which they had run, the persecutions which they 
had suffered, and the place and time appointed 
for the next conventicle. A spirit of the most 
ardent and obstinate fanaticism animated the great 
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CHAP, mass of the po})ulation ; ind hostility to episco- 
IWT. y^^y coupled with hostility to that govern- 

^ ment by which episcopacy was maintained^. 

Ireland. II. The history of Ireland during the same 
period furnishes but little that can interest the 
general reader. The English act of parliament, 
prohibiting the importation of Irish cattle, had 
reduced the agricultural classes, in Irehmd to the 
1667. lowest distress; and Ormond, the ]ord4ieutenant, 
who was himself a principal sufferer, employed all 
his power and ingenuity to discover and open new 
sources of industry and new channels of commeree^ 
A free trade was permitted between Ireland and 
all foreign countries, whether at peace or war with 
the king of Great Britain : the introduction of 
Scottish woollens was prohibited, as a measure 
retaliation against the Scots, who, after the ex- 
ample of the English parliament, liad forbiddeu 
the importation of Irish cattle into Scotland : and, 
to encourage the manufacture of wocdlen and 
linen cloths, five hundred Walloon families, from 
the neighbourhood of Canterbury, and an equal 
number from Flanders, were induced to settle in 

Kecal of Ireland But after the fall of Clarendon, it was 

Ormond. 



*a Wodrow, 366. Kirkton, 3i3. "At these great meetings 
*' many a soul was converted to Jesus Christ ; hut far more turned 
" from the bishops to profess themselres prej>bytci uin.-^. The 
" paroch churches of the curates came to be like pest-houses ; 
** few went to any of them, and none to some: so the doors were 

kept lockt," Ibid. 

* Ourte, iL 34t, 4. 
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not the intention of those who succeeded in the CHAP^ 

IV 

administration, to leave his Mend Onnond at the i^^^ 
head of the Irish goyemment. His conduct was 

scrutinized and censured ; charges of oppression 
of individuals, and mismanagement of the revenue, 
were brought against him ; and the duke hastened ices, 
to London to defend his character against the -^P^ ^■ 
intrigues of Ms enemies. For ahnost a year his 
fate hun^ in suspense. The good-nature of 
Charles shrunk from the idea of unkindness to- 
wards an old and faithful servant; his love of 
ease could not resist tiie obstinate and repeated 
importunities of Buckingham and his colleagues. 
At length a promise was wrung from the reluctant 
monarch ; and, after a protracted struggle, he i669. 
announced to Onnond bis removal, but in Ian- ^<^h. u. 
guage the most flattering and affectionate which 
he could devise. Lord Robartes, a man of rigid 
notions, and repulsive manners, was appointed to Sep. 
the vacant office, which he only held long enough 
to earn the dislike of the Irish, and to disappoint 
the expectations of the cabinet. After seven i670. 
months, he was recalled, to make place for lord May* 
Berkeley, of Stratton, who had distinguished 
himself by his hostility to Clarendon, and would 
not, it was supposed, be unwilling to discover 
grounds of complaint or impeachment against 
Ormond ^, 



Carte, ii. 375^ 9, 413. Pepys, iv. 101^ 191, 246. " Onnond 
had none that took his part but hie R. H., (the duke of York,) 
who thought it very scandalous that one, who had always been 
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CHAP. Eight 3rears had now elapsed since the act of 
1^'^^ settlement, five since the act of explanation was, 

pawed ; still these measures hod been but impef^ 

the eseecuted, on account of lihe oonflicdng n««^ 

lives. ture of the claims, and the deficiency of the fund 
for reprisals. Not only the thousands whom the 
law debarred from ail rielief, but many of those 
whom it took under protection, loudly complained 
No?. S8. of injustice ; and, after the arrival of the new 
chief governor, six ])eers, and forty-five gentlemen, 
ventui'ed to subscribe a petition to the king, ex-; 
plaining their wrongs, and earnestly impbring 
redress. Charles compassionated the sufferings of 
men, most of whom had devoted themselves to his 
service during the time of his exile; and the 
ministera were ready to accede to any measure 
which would throw discredit on their predecessors 
1671. in office. Though Ormond came foru aid to op- 
Feb. 1. pQge the prayer of the petitioners ; though Finch, 
^^^'^the attorney general, pronounced against their 
claim ; a committee was af^inted to review the 



Feb. 4. 
Aug I 



setttoient of Ireland ; and, on a* representation 
that their powers were defective, they afterwards 
obtained authority to send for persons, papers, 
and records ; and to require information from all 
officers under the crown. The commiasicniefB 
were, prince Rupert, the duke of Buckingham, the 
earls of Lauderdale and Anglesey, the lords Mollis, 

" so loyal, should be {)ro8ecuted and run down by men, who h:id 
beeu most of them downright Tebels^ or little better." .James, 
i. 435. ^. ; 
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and Ashley, secretary Trevor, and Sir Thomas CHAP. 
Cbicheley. They proceeded slowly ; more than a 
year was employed in the ezaminntion of papers 
aad witnesses, in comparing the arguments of the 
petitioners with the contrary claims ot the soldiers, 
adventurers^, and purchasers of lands in Con naught; 
and in hearing the complaints brought against the 
doke of Ormond, and his defenee of his conduct. 
The duration of the commission, and its renewal 167S. 
with more extensive powers, raised the hopes of 
the natives; but their o^nents sought the 
powerful aid of the English house of commons, 
which had lately compelled the king to rescind the 
declaration of indulgence, and had passed several 
resolutions expressive of their hatred to popery 
and its professors. The cause was warmly taken 
up by the popular leaders ; and an address was March «5. 
presented to the king, deinanding the revocation 
of the commission, the maintenance of the act of 
settlement in Ireland, the banishment of the caUio- 
lie priests from that kingdom, the expulsion of all 
catholic inhabitants out of Irish corporations, and 
the punishment of colonel Kichard Talbot, who 
had acted as agent for the natives before the com- 
mission. Charles briefly replied, that on all these ComniiB. 
particulars it wonld be his care that no manahoold goivcdT 
have reason to coi)) plain ; and, in the course of March 20. 
a few days, the commission was dissolved, and the 
prospect of relief for ever closed to the great body 
' of the petitioners. The king, indeed, still cherish- 
ed the hope of mitigating their sufierings. He 
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CHAP, appointed a committee of the council to reconsider 
mi subject ; but no other benefit resulted from 

■ their deliberation* than the trifling addition of 
MOOi. per annum to a fnnd which had already 

been provided for the purpose of furnishing pirn- 
sions to the twenty nominees in the act of expla< 
nation ^. 

« Cute, ii. mfr, 9, 438. C. Joum. Mar. 25, 2S. 
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NOTE [A], Page 9S. 

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM CHARLES 11. TO 
THE LORD CHANCELLOR. 

''Now I am on this matter, I thinke it necessary to 
give you a little good councell in it, least you may 

*' thinke that by making a further stlrr in the busi- 
nesse, you may diverte me from my resolution, which 

all the world shall never do ; and I wish I may be 
" unhappy in this world and m the world to come, if 
" I faile in the least degree of what I have resolved, 
which is of makiii?,; my lady Castlemaine of mv wive's 
bedchamber, and whosoever I finde use any endea- 
" vour to hinder this resolution of myne (excepte it be 
only to myselfe], I will be his enemy to the last mo^ 
" ment of my life. You know how true 9^ friend I have 
been to you. If you will oblige me eternally, make 
this businesse as easy to me as you can, of what 
opinion soever you are of ; for I am resolved to go 
through with this matter, let what will come of it» 
which again I solemnly swear before Almighty God. 
*' Therefore, if you desire to have the countenance of 
t( my fiiendship, meclle no nioio with this busiuesse, 
'* except it be to beat down all false and scandalous 
reports, and to facilitate what I am sure my honour 
^* is so much concerned in. And whosoever I find to 
" be my lady Castlemaine's enemy in this matter, 1 do 
4* promise upon my word to be his enemy as long fts 

VOL. Zli. 2 A 
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I live. You may shew this letter to my lord liente^ 
** nant (Orroond), and if you hare hoth a minde to 
oblige me, carry yourselves like friends to me in this 
matter." LansdowneMSS. 1206. 121. 

« 

NOTE [B], Page 218. 

THE SECRET TREATY OP 167a 

[The origmal of this important treaty is in the posses* 
sion of Lord Clifibrd, to whose kindness I am in- 
debted for the permission of presenting it for the 
first time to the eyes of the public] 

Chables R. 

Charles par la grace de dieu Roy de la Grande- 
Bretagne, France et Irelande, defenseur do la foye, a 
'tous ceux qui ces pr^sentes lettres verront, Saiut. 
Ayant leu et meurcmcnt considere les pouvoirs du 
Sieur Colbert, ambassadeur de nostre tres-cher et tres- 
ame fr^re et cousin le Roy Tres>chrestien datt^s du 
31 octobre 1669 par lesquels notre dit Frdre luy donne 
autorit^ de conf<§rer avec les commiasaires, que nous 
pourrions uonmer, traitter^ conclarre, et signer des 
articles d'une plus teoitte amiti^y liaison et confe- 
deration entre nous, et declare que nuUe autre alliance 
ne luy pent estre plus agr6able ny plus avantageuse k 
ses snjetSy nous qui sommes dans les mesmes disposi- 
tions, et qui n'avona point de desir plus ardent que 
de nous lier d une amitie parfaite et indissoluble avec 
nostre d^ Frtire, y estant convies et par la proximite 
du sang, I'afFection et estime que nous avoiis pour sa 
personne, les avantages qui en reviendroat aux peuples 
que dieu a sousmis k nostre obeissanoe, et tur tout 
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I'appuy et assistance, que nous nous pouvons promettre 
de ramiti^ et du zele d'un si puissant allie dans Ic 
desaein que nous avons (avec ia grace de Dieu)de nous 
reconcalier avec T^lise RomaiQey donner par la le repoB 
a nostra conscience, et procurer le bien de la religion 
catholique, S^ayoir faissons q'ayans nne enti^re con- 
fiance en la fid^lit^, suiBsance, zele, et prudence de 
nostre tr^s-fiial et bien«ml le myLord Artiogton, 
conseiller en nostre conseil priv^ et nostre premier 
secretaire d'estat; nostre tres-f^al et bien-atn^ le 
my Lord Arundel de Warder; nostre tres-fcal et bien- 
ame le sieur chevalier Clitiord, conseillier eo uostre 
conseil prive, Thresorier de nostre maison, et comrais- 
saire de nus finances ; nostre feal et bien ame le sieur 
chevalier Belling, secretaire des coramandmens de la 
Reyne nostre tres-chere espouse, nous avons les dits 
myLords Arlington et Arundel, les sieurs chevaliers 
Clifford et Ballings commis, ordonne et d^put^, com- 
mettons, ordonnons, et d^putons par ces prdsentes 
aign^es de nostre niain,et lenr avons donn^ et donnons 
plein pouYoir, autorite, commission, et mandement 
special, de conf^rer avec ledit sienr Colbert, ambas- 
sadeiir de nostre tr^-cher et tr^s^m^ Fr^ et Cousin 
le Roy Tr^schrestien, des moyens de parvenir k I'esta- 
blissement d'uue plus estroitte amitie, liaison et con- 
federation entre nous, et traitter et convenir ensemble, 
et sur iceux conclurre, et signer tels articles et con- 
ventions que nos dits coramissaires aviseront bon estre 
tant sur le fait du commerce, que sur toutes autres 
sortes d'affaires et d'interests, et mesme de ligues 
o0ensives et deffensives, et generallement faiie, n^go- 
tier, promettre, accorder et signer tout ce qu'ils esti- 
meront n^cessaire pour les effets cy dessus dits : Pro* 
mettant, foye et paroUe de Roy, sous robligatton et 
hypoth^que de tous nos btens pr^sens et i, venir de 

2 a2 
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tenir feme et stable; et d'aecomplir, sans jamais y 
contrevenir n*y permettre qu'il y soit contrevenu, tout 

ce qui par nos tiits comniissaires aura este stipule 
prornis et accordc eu vertu du present pouvoir, et d'en 
faire expcdier nos lettres de ratification en bonne forme, 
et les fournir dans le teuips qu'il nous y auront oblig^z 
en tesmoinor de quoy iious avons fait mettre aux ditea 
presentea le seel de nostre secret. Donne a White* 
hall 1^ quinziesme de d^cembre, L'an mil six pens 
soizaote et iieuf^ et de noetre regiie le viogt et uniesme* 

Par commandement de sa Ma^ 

Ablington. 

Au nom de Bieu tout paissant soit potoire h toiis 
et nn chacun, que comme ainsi aoit que le S^r^nbsime 

et tres-puissant Prince Charles Second par la grace de 
dieu Roy de la Grande- 13 re tagne, et le Serenissime 
et tr^s-puissant Prince Louis quatorziesrae par la 
mesme grace de dieu Koy Treschrestieu auroieat 
tousjours donne tons leurs soins et toute leur applica« 
Uon fit procurer a leurs aujeU une felicity parfaite, ei 
que leur propre experience leur auroit ass^s fait con- 
noietre que ce bonheur cOmmun ne se peut rencontrer 
que dans une tr^s estroitte union, alliance, et conf^S- 
d^ration entre leurs personnes et les pays et estats qui 
leur sont sousmis^ k quoy s'estant tiouv^s esgallement 
port^, tant par la sincere amiti^ et affection que la 
proximity du sang, celle de leurs royaumes, et beau- 
coup d'autres convenances ont estably entre eiix, et 
qu'ils ont conserv6 cherement au plus fort des des- 
pQeles que Irs interests d'autruy leur ont fait avoir 
ensemble; que par le desir qu*ils ont de pourvoir a Is^ 
seuret6 de levur^ dits pays ^t estats, comme anssy au 
tiien et k la commodity de leun^ sujets dont le commerce 
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doit recevoir dans la suite du temps de notables avan- 
tages de cette bonne correspondence et liaison d'int^-* 
rests ; les dits Seigneurs Royd pour ex^cuter ce saint 
6t louable d^sir^ et pour tdusj ours fortifier, confinner^- 
et entretenir la bonne amitie et intelligence qui est il 
l^resent entre eux, ont commis et d^putl chacun de sa 
part^ s^aToir ledit Seigneur Roy de la Grande-Bretagne 
le inyLord Arlington conseillier au conseil priv6 de 
sa majesty, et son premier secretaire d'estat, le myLord 
Arundel de Warder, le sieur chevalier Clifford, con- 
seillier au coiiseil priv^ de sa majeste, Thresorier de 
sa maison, et commissaire de ses finances, le s' cheva- 
lier Bellmgs, secretaire des commandemeus de la Reyne 
de la Grande-Brctagne, et ledit seigneur Hoy Trds- 
cbretien le sieur Charles Colbert, seig^ de Croissy, 
conseillier ord'*^ de sa majesty en son conseil d'estat, et 
son ambassadeur ordinaire vers sa majest^ de la 
Grande-Bretagne, snffisament autorisfo ainay qu'i! 
apparoistra par la teneur des dits pouvoirs et com-^ 
missions k eux reapectivement donnas par lesdits 
Seignears Roys et ins^r^s de mot d. mot k la fin de 
ee present traitt^ en vertu des quels pouvoirs ils ont 
accorde au noms des susdits Seigneurs Roys les articles 
qui fciisuivent. 

]. II est convenu arreste et conclu qu'il y aura a toute 
perpetuitc bonne secure et fernie paix, union, vraye con- 
fraternite, confederation, amitic, aiiiance, et bonne cor- 
respondence eotre le dit seigneur Roy de la Grande- 
Bretagnei ses lioirs, et successeurs d'une part, et le dit 
Seigneur Roy Tr^schr^tien de Tautre, et entre tons et 
chacun de leucs Royaumes, estats et territoires, comme 
aussy entre leurs sujets et vassaux, qu'ils ont ou poss^- 
dent a present, ou pourront avoir, tenir, et poss^er cy 
apr^s, tant par mer et autres eauz que par terre : et 
pour tesmoigner que cette paix doit estre inviolable 
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sans que rien au moude la puisse ^ jamtdt troubler it 

s'eiisuit dus articles d'une confiaiice si grande, et 
d'aillcurs si avantageuse aux dits Seigneurs i^-oys, 
qu'a peine trouvera-t-on que dans aucun aiecle on 
en ait arreste et conclu de plus inipoi tans. 

2. Le Seigneur Hoy de la Graude-Bretagne estant 
convaincu de la verite de la religion cathoUquef et 
r^olu d'eu faire declaration, et de se r^concilier 
avec TegUse Romaioe anasy tost que le bien dea 
affaiiee de eon royaume lay pourra permettre, a tout 
snjet d'esp^rer et de se pennettre de Taffectlon et de la 
fid^t^ de see sujete qu'aacim d'euXf mesme de ceux 
eur qui dteu n'aura pas encore asses abondamment 
respandu ses graces poor les disposer par cet example 
si auguste si se convertir, ne manqueront jamais h 
I'obeissance inviolable que tous les peuples doivent a 
leurs souverains mesmti de iieligiou contraire; neant- 
moina comme il se trouve quelques fois des esprits 
brouillons et inquiets qui s'efForcent de troubler la 
tranquillite publique principaknent lorsqu^ils peuvent 
couvrir leurs mauvais desseins du pretexte plausible 
de religion ; sa miyest^ de la Grande-Bretagne qui n*a 
rien plus k coeur (apr^s le repos de sa conscience) que 
d'affermir celuy que la douceur de son gouremment a 
procure k ses suyets, a cr& que le meilleur moien 
d'emp^cher qu'iine fust alter^, seroit d'estre asseur^ 
en cas de besom de Fassislance de sa majesie Trus- 
chrestienne, laquelle voulant en cette occasiuu donner 
au Seigneur Roy de la Grande Bretagne des preuves 
indubitables de la sincerite de son ainitie, et contribuer 
au bon succes d'un dessein si glorieux, si util a sa 
majesty de la Grande-Bretagne, mesme a toute la reli- 
gion Catholique, a promis et promet de donner pour 
oet effet au dit Seigneur Roy de la Gfaode-Bretagne 
la somme de deux millions de livres toumoiaes dont 
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la moiti6 aerapay^e trois mois api^s Teschange des 
ratiiicationB du present traitt^ en espece h Tordre 
dndit Seigneur Roy de la Grande-Bretagne k Calais^ 
Dieppe, ou bien au Havre de Grace, ou remia par 
tettres de change k Londres au risques perils et firaia 
dudit Seigneur Roy Tr^schreltien et Tautre moiti^ de 
la tnesme mani^re dang trois mois apr^g : et en outre 
ledit Seigneur Kuy 1 itsclirestien s'oblige d'aasister de 
troupes sa majesty de la Grande-Bretagne, jusq'au 
uonibre de six mille horaraes de pied s'll est besom, 
et mesme de les lever et entretenir a ses propres frals 
et despeus, tant que ledit Seigneur Roy de ia Grande- 
Bretagne jugera en avoir besoin pour I'ex^cution de 
son dessein : et lesdites troupes seront transport^es 
par les vaisseauz du Roy de la Grande-Bretagne en t^ls 
lieux et ports qu'il jugera le plus k propos pour le bien 
de son service, et du jour de leur embarquement seront 
pay^es^ ainsy qu'il est dit, par sa majesty Tr^dtres- 
tienne, et ob^iront auir ordres du dit Sei^eur Roy de 
la Grande-Bretagne, et le temps de la diLe declaration 
de Catolicite est enti^rment remis au choix dudit 
Seigneur Roy de la Grande-Bretaorne. 

3. Item a este convenu entre le Roy Treschrestien 
etsa Majesty de la Grande-Bretao;nc que ledit Seigneur 
Roy Treschrestien ne rompra ny n'enfieindra jamais 
la paix qn'il a fait avec TEspagne, et ne contreviendra 
en chose quelconque k ce qn'il a prottiis par le traitt^ 
d'Ait la Ghapelley et par consequent il sera pennis 
au Roy de la Grande Bretagne de maintenir ledit 
traitt^ conform^ment aux conditions de la triple alli- 
ance, et d^ engagemens qui en dependent. 

4« n est aussy convenu et accord^ que s'il ^cheoit 
cy-apr^s au Roy Treschrestien de nouveaux tiltres et 
droits sur la Monarchie d'Espagne, ledit Seigneur Roy 
de la Grande-Bretagne assistera sa Majeste 1 reschres- 
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tienne de toutes ses torces tant par mer que par terre, 
pour luy iaciliter racquisition desdits droits, le tout 
[i^uivant ies conditions particuli^es dent lesdits Seig- 
neurs Roys se reserrent de convenir tant pour la jono* 
tion de leurs forces apr^s que le cas de Tescheance des- 
dits tiltres et droits sera arriv^ que pour les avaqtagea 
que ledit Seigneur Roy pourraraisonnablement d^airer • 
et leadits Seigneurs Roys s'obligent reciproqu^ment 
des k present de ne faire aucun traicte de part n'y 
4'autre pour raisons desdits nouveaux droits et tiltres 
avec aucun Prince ou Potentat quel que ce puisse estre 
que de concert et du consentment de Vuii et de I'autre. 

5. Lesdits Seigneurs Roys ayantchacuu en son par- 
ticulier beaucoup plus de sujets qu'ils n'en auroient 
besoin pour justifier dans le monde la resolution qu'ils 
ont pris de mortifier Torgueil des estats generaux dea 
provinces unies des pays bas, et d'abbatre la puis- 
sance d'une nation qui s'est si souvent noircie d'une 
extreme ingratitude envers ses propres fondateurs et 
oreateurs de cette r^publique, et laquelLr mesme a 
raudace de se vouloir aojourd*huy eriger en sou- 
verains arbitres et juges de tous les alitres potentats, 
il est convenu, arrest^ et conclu^ que leurs Majestes 
dcclareront et feront la guerre conjointement avec 
toutes leurs forces de terre et de mei aux dits estats 
gen('raux des provinces unies des pays bas, et qu'aucun 
desdit Seigneurs Roys ne pourra faire de traicte de 
paix, de treves, ou de suspension d'armes avec eux, 
sans Tavis etle consentment de Tautre, comme aussi 
que tout commerce entre les sujets desdits Seigneurs 
Roys et ceux desdits estats sera defend et que les 
navires et biens de ceux qui trafiqueront nonobslseuit 
cette defence pourront estre saisis par les sujets de 
I'autre Seigneur Roy^ et.6eront r^put^s de juste prise ; 
ei tous traiclis pr^cedens f^ts icntre lesdits estats §t 
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aacnn desdit Seigneurs Roys oa leura pir^d^cesseuM 
d^menreront mihs, except^ celuy de la Uiple Alliance 
iait pour la manntention da traict^ d'Aix la Ohapelle^ 
et si apres la declaration de la guerre on prend prison-' 
niers les sujets d'aucun desdit Seigneurs Hoys qui 
seront enroUcs au service desdits estats, ou s'y 
trouveront actuellement, ils seront executes k mort par 
la justice dudit Seigneur Roy dont les sujets les auront 
pris. 

6. Et pour faire et conduire cette guerre aussy 
heureusement que lesdits Seigneurs Roys es^^rent de 
la justice de la cause commune^ ii est anssy convena 
que sa migeste Tr^schrestienue se chargera de toute la 
despense qu'il conviendra faire pour mettre sur pied^ 
entcetenir, et faire agir les armies n^cessaires pour 
attaquer puissamment par terre les places et pays des- 
dits estatBy ledit Seigneur Roy de la 6rande«Bretagne 
8*obligeant seulement de feave passer dans Tarmee 
dudit Seigneur Roy Treschrestien, et d'y eiiiretenir 
tousjours a ses despens un corps de six mil hommes 
de pied, dont le commandant sera general, et ob6ira 
a sa Majeste Treschrestien no, et a celuy qui com- 
mandera en chef Tarmee, ou ledit corps de troupes 
servira comme auxiliare, lequel sera compose de six 
regimens de dix companies chacun, et de cent hommes 
chaque companie : et lesdites troupes seront trans* 
port^es et d^barqu6es en tels ports ou havres et en tel 
temps qu'il sera concerts cy-apres ehtre lesdits Seig- 
neursRoys ; ensorte n&antmoins qu'elles puissent arriver 
aux Gostes de Picardie, ou tel autre lieu qui sera 
concerte, au plus tard un mois apr^s que les flottes 
se serunl j unites aux euviruns de PortsmouUi, ainsy 
qu'il sera dit cy-apres. 

7. Et pour ce qui regard la iruerre de luer ledit 
Seigneur Roy de la Grande Bretague se chargera de 
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fardeau^ et armera au moina cinquante gros vais- 
seaux, et dix bruslotsy auxquels le dii S«igii«ur Roy 
Tx^schrestien s'obligera de joindre une escadie de 
tiente bona vaisseauz Francoisy doot le moindre pov- 
tera quimnte pidcca de oason, et un nombre de bnielote 
■nffisaiit jaiqofis A du[» mesme s'il est necessaire k 
proportion de se qa'il y en dem avoir en la flotte; 
laquelle escadre de vaiBseaux aiudliaree Francois con* 
tinuera k servir dorant le temps de ladite gtierre aiix 
frais et despens de sa Majeste Treschrestienne, et 
en cas d^ perte d'lioinincs et de vaisseaux, lis seront 
reinpluces le plustot qu'il se pourra par sa Majeste 
Tr^schrtstieiuie et ladite escadre sera commandee par 
un vice-admiral ou iieutenant-g^n^rai Francois qui 
obeira aux ordres de son alteste Royals Monseigneur 
la due de Yorke en vertu des pouvoirs que lesdits Seig- 
neurs Roys donneront audit Seigneur duc^ chacnn 
pour les vaiaseaux qui loy appartiennent; et pourra 
ledit Seigneur due attaquer et combattre les vaisseaux 
HoUandois, etfairetout ce qu'iljugera le plus 4pro« 
pos pour le bien de la cause commune, juuyi a aussy de 
I'honneur du parillon, des saluts, et d«s tootes les 
autres auLorites, prerogatives, et preeminences dont les 
adniiraux out coutume de jouir, et d'autre part aussy 
le dit vice-admiral ou lieutenant-general Francois aura 
pour sa personae lapr^seance dans les conseiis, et pour 
son vaisseau et pavilion de vice-admiral celle de ia 
marche sur le yice-admiral et yaisseau de ce nom 
Angloia. Au surplus les capitains, commandane, 
officiers, matelots et soidats de Tone et de I'autre 
nation se comporterontentre eux amicablement, suivant 
le concert qui sera fiiit cy-apr^s, pour emp^oher qu'il 
n'y arrive aacun incident qui puisse alt^rer la bonne 
union ; et afin que le dit Seigneur Roy de la Grande- 
Bretagne puisse plus iacilement supporter les frais 
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de cetta gaerre, sa Majesty Tr^hresttenot sV^blige 
a payer toua lea ana audit Roy taot que ladite guerrer 
dttrerCi ea la mam^re susdite la Bomme de troia mil* 
liona de livres Tourooises dont le premier payement qui 
sera de sept cens cinqnante mille livres tournotseS) se 
fera trois moia avant la declaration de la guerre, le 
second de pareille somme dans le temps de ladite 
declaration, et le reste moiilant a quinze cens mille 
livres touinoises six mois apr^s ladite declaration : et 
en annees suivantes le premier payement qui sera de 
sept cens cinquante mille livres tournoises se fera au 
premier de Febrier, le second de pareilie somme au 
premier de May, et ie troisilme moutant a quinze 
cens mille livres tournoises au quinsi^me d'octobre, 
lesquelles sommes seront payees en espeoe 4 Tordre 
du Roy de la Grande-Bretagne, k Calais, Dieppe, 
ou Havre de Grace, ou bien remises par lettres de 
change It Loodrea auz risques^ perils, et frais dudit 
Seigneur Roy Tr^chrestien. II a e8t6 aussy con- 
veutt et arrests que ledit Seigneur Roy de la Grande- 
Bretagne ne sera pas oblige de declarer cette guerre, 
jusqu'a ce que Tescadre auxiliare desdits trente vais- 
seaux de guerre Francois et dix bruslots seront joiiiU 
avec la flotte Angloise aux environs de Portsmouth: 
et de toutes les conquestes qui se feront sur les 
.estats generaux sa majest6dela Grande-Bretagne se 
contentera des places qui s'ensuivent ; sQavoir I'isle 
de Walkeren, Tescluse avec Tisle de Cassanto, et la 
maniere d'ataqner et de continuer la guerre sera ad- 
just6e par un ri^glement qui sera cy-apres concert^, et 
d'autant que la dissolution du gouvernment des estate 
geo^raaxpourroit apporter quelque prejudice au Prince 
d'Orange neveu du Roy de la Grande Bretagne et 
mesme qu*il se trouve des places, villes etgouvernraena 
qui luy appartient dans le partage qu'ou se propose de 



ftire da pays* il a est^ armf^ et eoncia ^ud lesdiU 
Seigneurs Roys feront lenr possible ^ ce que le dit 
Prince trouve ses avantages dans la continuation et fin 
de cette guerre : ainsy qu'il sera cy-apr^s stipuU dans 
des articles k part. 

8. Item a este arrestc qu'avant la dcclaiation de 
cette guerre lesdits Seigneurs Roys feront tous leurs 
efforts conjointment ou en particulier, seloii que I'occa- 
sion pourra requerir pour persuader aux Rovs de 
Suede et de Deniiemark ou a I'un d'eux d'entrer en 
cette guerre coatre les estats g^n^raux, au moins de 
les obliger de se tenir neutres, et Ton taschera de 
mesnie d'attirer dans ce party les clecteurs de Cologne 
et de Branderbourg, la matson de Brunswick, le due 
de Neubourg et I'esvesque de Munster. Les dits Seig* 
neurs Roys feront aussy leur possible pour persuader 
mesme a I'empereur et la couronne d'Espagne de ne 
s*opposer pas a la conqueste dudit pays. 

9. II est pareillement coiivenu et accorde qu'apres 
que le dit Seigneur Roy de la Gratide-Bretagne aura 
fait la declaration speclfi^'e au second article de ce 
traicte, qu'on espere moyennant la grace de dieu devoir, 
estre suivi d'un heureux succi^s, il sera entierement au 
pouvoir et au choix dudit Seigneur Roy Trtischres- 
tlen de determiner le temps auquel lesdits Seigneur 
Roys devront faire la guerre avec leurs forces unies 
centre les estats g6n^raux : sa )naje8t6 de la Grande- 
Bretagne promettant d'en faire aussy sa declaration 
conjointment dans le temps que sa majesty Trds* 
chrestienne jugera estre le plus propre pour cet effect, 
led it Seigneur Roy de la Grand e-Bretagne estant 
asseure que sa iiiajeste Treschi tbtienne nommant ledit 
temps aura esgard aux interests des deux couronnes? 
qui apr^s la conclusion de ce traicte seront conunuus k 
tous deux et inseparables. 
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10. Si dans aucun traicte precedent fait par I'uii on 
Vautre desdits Seigneurs Roys avec quelque Prince ou 
estat que ce soit, il se trouve de9 clauses contraires k 
celles qui sout sp^cifi^es dans cette ligue, lesditea 
clauses ^eront nulles^ et ceiles qui sont coutenues dans: 
ce present traict^ demeureront dana leur force et- 
▼igeur, « : 

Et .pour d'autant plus unir lea esprits et interests 
des sujets desdits Seigneurs Roys, il a est6 convenu 
que le tmicte de commerce qui jse ia.iL d picbcnt,. 
s'achevra au plutot qu'il se pourra. 

Lesquels points et articles cy dessus enonces ensem- 
ble, et tout le contenu en chacun d'iceux ont este 
traictes accordes, passes, et stipules entre le myLord 
Arlington, le my Lord Arundel de Warder, le sieur che- 
valier Clifford, et le sieur chevalier Bellings com- 
missaires de sa majesty de la Grande-Bretagne, et le 
sieur Colbert, ambassadeur de sa majesty IV^schres^ 
tienne, aux noms desdit Seigneurs Roys^ et en rertu de 
leurs pouvoirs dont les copies sont ins^r^es au bas du 
pr^ent traict^. lis ont promis et promettent sous 
Tobligation de tous et chacuns des biens et estats* 
presens et a venir desdits Seigneurs Roys qu'ils seront 
par leurs majestes inviolablement obserw s ct accom- 
plis, et de s en bailler et delivrer reciproquement dana 
un mois du jour et datte des presentes, et plustost, si 
faire se peut, les lettres de ratification desdits Seigneurs 
Roys en la meilleure forme que faire se pourra: et 
d'autant qu'il est absolument n^cessaire pour le bon' 
succ^s de ce qui est stipule par le present traict6, de le 
te^ir fort secret, jusq'i ce qu'il sbit temps de le mettre 
k ex6cution9 lesdits sieurs commissaires et ambassa- 
deur sont demeur^a d'accord, qu'il suffira pour la 
validity du dit traicte' que les ratifications desdits 
Seigneurs Roys aoient signees de leurs piopces maiub^ 
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ei oachel^s du seau de leur secret, que lesdits Seig- 
nem Roys d^dareront dans les dites lettres de rati- 
fication avoir poor oet efibct la mesme force que ei leur 
grand seau y eatoit appos^^ ce que mesme chacim d'eaz 
a'obligeia de fiure amy toat qu'il le ponira^ et qu'il en 
aeia reqnis. En foy de quoy lea dites sienrs commie- 
saires et ambassadenr ont sign^ le present traict^ et k 
Iceltty hit appos^r le cachet de leurs armes. A 
Douvres ce vingt et deuxiesme jour du mois de May 
I'aa de grace mil six cens soixante et dix. 



0 Arlington* 
0 T. Arundbll. 
0 T. Clifford. 
0 R. Bbllings. 



COLBERT. O 



There follow three additional secret articles signed at 
Doyer the same day. By the first, if Charles conld 
not spare six thousand men, Louis was to be content 
with four by the second, if the duke of York were 

to retire fiom the command of the fleet, the English 
admiral was to enjoy all the command and powers which 
the duke ought to possess : — and, by the third it was 
agreed, that the stipulation in favour of the prmce of 
Orange should not prevent the other powers from 
making war conjointly at the time stipulated ^ the dih 
article. 

In another paper is a declaration that| if in the 
treaty or the power of the negodatom, il se trouve 
quelque chose dans les tiltres et qualit^s des Roys 
nos maistres, qni soit contratre k la plurality des 

traittes qui ont ete faits entire I'ADgleterre et 1« 
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France, tant sous le regne du feu Roy d'Angleterre 
Charles premier, que rous celuy du Roy reguant ik 
pr^senty. nous le r^formerons ayant Teschange des 
ratifficatioiui da dit traiU^, et miw retaidment d'icelle. 



NOTE [C], Page 219. 

On the death of Henrietta, duchess of Orleans, 
Louis wrote the following Letter of condolence to 
Charles :— ■ 

Veraailles^ le 30 jnin 1670» 
MoMsifiUB HON FREBE,^ — La teodra amiti^ que 

j'avois pour ma soBur vous ^toit assez connue pour 
u'avoir pas dc peme a coinpreiidre I'ctat ou m'a reduit 
sa mort. Dans cet accablement de douleur je puis dire 
que la part que je prends a la votre, pour laperte d'une 
persouue qui vous ^toit si ch^re aussi bien qu'a moi, est 
encore un surcroit a Texc^s de mon affliction : le seul 
soulagement dont je euia capable, est la confiance qui 
me resie, que cet accident ne cliangeia rien k aoe 
afiectioiiBy et que tous me conserverez les ▼6tre8 aussi 
entiires, que je vous conserrerai les miennea* Je me 
remets du surplus au aieur Colberty mon ambassadeur. 

.NOTE [D], Fage 280. 

The letters patent hi/ which Louis XIV, grants the 
d»miain of Aabigni to Madeiitoiselle de Querotfaille, 
and after her to one of the illegitimate sons o/ Cliark* 
JL, to be mmed hif that prince. 

Louis, par la grace de dten, roi de France et de 

Navarre^ ^ tous pre&eiiB et a venir, salut. La terie 
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d'Aubigni.sur-Ni^re, dans notie province de Berri, 

ayant donnce d6B Tannic 1422, par le roi Cliailes 
VII, I'un de nos predecesseurs a Jean Stuart, comme 
nne marque des grands et considerables services qu'il 
avoit rendus dans la guerre a ce roi et sa couronne, et 
cette donation ayaut etc accompagn6e de condition que 
ladite terre d*Aubigni passeroit de m&le en male a tons 
les desoendans dudit Jean Stuart, avec reversion k notre 
couronne, lorsque la branche masculine qui seroit venue 
de Ini seroit eteinte^ ce cas port6 par lesdites lettrea de 
donation estairiv^ l*ann^e demi^re, par la mort de notre 
cousin le due de Richemonty dernier de la ligne mascu* 
line dudit Jean Stuart, Mais parceque cette terre ayant 
€U, durant tant d'anntoi dans lUie maison qui avoit 
Fhonneur d'appartenir de si pr^s a notre tr^s-cher et 
tr^s aim^ fr^re le roi de la Grande-Bretagne, ledit Roi 
nous auroit fait t^moigner, qu*il seroit bien aise qu'a 
cette consuiemtion nous voulussions bien la faire passer 
a uiie pel son lie qu'il afiectiouueroit, et rentrcr apres 
elle dans une maison qui fut encore unie par ie sang 
k la sienne ; qu'a ce sujet il nous auroit fait requerir 
que nous voulussions bien accorder nos lettres de do* 
nation de ladite terre d'Aubigni-sur-Nidre a la dame • « . . 
de Kerouel, duchesse de Portsmouth^ pour passer apr^s 
te mort 2k tel des enians naturels de notre frere le roi de 
la Grande-Bretagne qu'il voudra nommer, sous les 
m^mes clauses et conditions que la mtoe terre fut 
premi^ment donnde par le Roi Charles VII en 1422 
au susdit Jean Stuart, et que ladite terre ^tant passee 
a tel fils naturei dudit Roi de la Grande-Bretagne 
qu'il aura voulu nommer, elle demeure audit fils na- 
turei, et ^ ses descendans de male en male, avec droit 
de reversion a notre couronne, au defaut d'enfans m^es 
^t par Textinction de la ligne masculine^ qui seroit 
sortie de lui. Comme nous embnssons ave^ plaisir 
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lei occAsioHfr qui «e preflentent de donner i notre 
dit fr^re le sol de la Grande-Bretagne, des marques 
de notre amiti6 et de rextreme conBiddration que 
nous avoiis pour ce qu'il desire, et que nousavons aussi 
bien agreable qu*une terre qui ctoit demeun'e durant 
tant d'ann^es dans une maisou si illu.-tic, retnume 
€11 queique sort k son origine en passant un jour entre 
les mains d*un filsiiaturel de notre dit frere, uou8 avons 
bien voulu di&poser de ladite terre d'Aubigiii en la 
manite que nous avons 6t/^ requis par notre siisdit 
hkm de loi de la Chrande-Bretagne. 

A ees causes* eavoir fabons que de notre grace 
<ap^ciale, pleine puissance .et autoiit^ roy^e, nous 
ja^onsiLiadite dame • . • »de Kerouel, ducbesse de Porti- 
moQth, et apr^s elle h eeltii des fils natorels de 
notredit frere le roi de la Grandc-Bretagne qu'il nom- 
mera, et aux desceudcius m&les en ligne directe dudit 
fils naturel, donnd, c<5de, transporte, et delaisse, don- 
nons, c^dons, transportoDs ct delaissons par ces pre- 
sentes signees de notre maai, le fonds et propri^te 
de la terre d'Aubigni, avec tous et un chacun ses droits, 
appartenances et d^pendances^ pour en jouir et user 
par ladite duchesse, et apr^s son d^^s celui des fils 
naturels dudit roi de la Grande-Bretagne qu'il nommera 
et les descendans m&les en droite ligne dudit fits na- 
turel, comme de leur propre chose et loyal acqu6t, 
tout ainsi que nous ferions, sans aucune chose en 
reten^r et r^server fi nous et k nos successeurs rois, que 
les foi et hommage, ressort et souverainete, a con- 
dition toutefois que l;ulite terre d'Aubigni avec ses 
appartenances et depeudances, reluurnera a notre 
domaine au defaut des males descendans en droite 
ligne du fils naturel qui aura ete nomme par le susdit 
roi de la Grande-Bretagne. 

Si donnons en mandemeut a nos am^s et fe'aux les 
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geiM tenuit notre'cour de Parlement ei chamlt^ie de 
nos comptes k Paris/ que ce§ pi^sentes lettre* de don 

ils les aient a enregistrer, et du contenu en icelles 
faire jouiret user pleinement, paisibleraent et toujours 
ladite dame «... de Kerouel, duchesse de Portsmouth, 
et apr^s elle lo fils natiirel que ledit roi de la Grande- 
Bretagne nommera, et les descendans males eD droite 
ligoe dudit fils natiirel^ ceBsant ei fiskant cesser toua 
trouble^ et emp^emens k ce contrairea. 

Oar tel eat notre plaisir : et afin qae ce aoit ehoae 
fenne et stable a toujours^ noua avons iait mettie notre 
*8ceau & cesdites prteDtea, saiif en autre clioae notre 
droit et rautmi en tontes. Donn^ k Saint-GermaiMn- 
Laye, an mois de Ddeembre I'an de grace 1673^ et^ 
uotre T^gne le trent-unidme, 

[This note and the preceding are extracts from Les 
lEuvres de Louis XiV.J 



END OV VOJU. XII. 



C. Baldwin, Printer, 
N««r Bridg* Street, London. 
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